
Arcs and Hallmarks: 
Overview of the Integrated Curriculum



Topics
● Vision of the Chesterton Academy Curriculum

○ Encounter with Christ
○ Integrated, holistic formation

● The Chesterton Model
○ 3 Pillars
○ 6 Hallmarks

● Themes and Narrative Arcs
○ 2 anthropologies
○ 4 years, 4 themes
○ A closer look at Freshman Year



The Goal of a Chesterton Academy Education

“At Chesterton Academy, we create 
environments where students encounter 

Christ and experience His love, so they can, 
in turn, share His love with others.”

Chesterton Schools Network Course Catalog 



Pillars of a Chesterton Academy Education
● Spiritual

○ Daily Mass, Retreats, Pilgrimages

● Intellectual
○ Humanities, Math and Science, Fine Arts
○ Emphasis on the Trivium, Quadrivium

● Moral
○ Leadership Training, Mission Outreach, Entrepreneurship Skills Training

“The Faith is the central reality from which all 
academic disciplines flow and derive their meaning.” 



Hallmarks of a Chesterton Academy Education
● An Incarnational Environment
● A Focus on Truth, Goodness, and Beauty
● A Joyful Learning Environment
● Rediscovering the Lost Tools of Learning
● The Socratic Seminar
● The Wit and Wisdom of G.K. Chesterton

“Raising up a new generation of joyful leaders and 
saints educated in the classical tradition and truths of 

the Catholic faith.”



4 Themes by Year
● Freshman:  A Year of Anticipation (The Ancient World)
● Sophomore:  A Year of Incarnation (The Early Medieval Period)
● Junior:  A Year of Culmination (High Middle Ages/Renaissance)
● Senior:  A Year of Application (The Modern World)

“The Incarnation, the reality of God becoming man, is the 
central, pivotal, and most important event in history.” 









Prayer for the Intercession of G.K. Chesterton
God our Father, You filled the life of your servant Gilbert Keith 
Chesterton with a sense of wonder and joy, and gave him a 
faith which was the foundation of his ceaseless work, a charity 
towards all men, particularly his opponents, and a hope which 
sprang from his lifelong gratitude for the gift of human life. 

May his innocence and his laughter, his constancy in fighting 
for the Christian faith in a world losing belief, his lifelong 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and his love for all men, 
especially for the poor, bring cheerfulness to those in despair, 
conviction and warmth to lukewarm believers and the 
knowledge of God to those without faith.

We beg you to grant the favors we ask through his intercession, 
[and especially for the Network] so that his holiness may be 
recognized by all and the Church may proclaim him Blessed. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


