
 
 
Dear Friends and Families of The Spring Hill School,  

While these past couple years have been challenging for all of us, our children continue to remind 

us to remain optimistic and focused on their future. We are very thankful that you have allowed 

Spring Hill to be part of their future and your community.  

To support the school, we are delighted to announce our annual Dream Big Gala, themed The Sky’s 

the Limit, will be held virtually on Saturday, April 9. (You may notice that our legendary Gala has a 

new name, The Dream Big Gala - a name that embodies our students and community.) The online 

event will culminate with an exciting real-time Live Auction. The Silent Auction will open on April 7 

and will be available to event guests and the broader community through the convenience of 

mobile and online bidding through April 10. One hundred percent of funds raised at the Gala 

support educational programs of the school, teachers fund, and tuition assistance to ensure that The 

Spring Hill School remains accessible to a diverse community of families.  

It’s Like a Treasure Hunt! To ensure a successful event, we ask each family to solicit 

or donate 2-3 items for the virtual or auctions (although we will happily accept 

more!) by March 21, 2022. All donations are appreciated and tax deductible. 

Below are some ideas to help you brainstorm: 

Think about what you have that you’re willing to share.  

We all have connections and our connections have connections; what might they be willing to 

contribute?  

What businesses do you know of that would be happy to help with a donation of a product or 

service?  

What talents do you or your network have that they might be willing to donate to create a 

memorable experience?  

Both small and large items are welcome as we often bundle small items with others to create 

amazing auction packages. Think about working together with other Spring Hill families to create a 

bundle or event! 

 



Examples of Donations:  

● Vacation homes in Lake Tahoe, Wine Country, Mexico, and Hawaii  

● Airline miles  

● Count Me In Experiences:  Dinner Parties, Magic Shows, Movie Night, Whiskey/Wine Tastings & 

Cooking Classes 

● One-of-a-kind Virtual Experiences: 1:1 with Life Coach, Famous Chefs + Change Makers 

● Unique and rare wines for the Wine Wall 

● Restaurant gift certificates or gift certificates from other small businesses 

● Premiere golf course foursomes 

Detailed instructions for donating auction items and a complete Solicitation Packet follow. The 

Solicitation Packet includes: 

● SHS Fact Sheet  

● Donation Form 

● Email templates to solicit auction items 

Our community has come together in incredible ways to support our school, and we thank you in 

advance for your generosity and partnership.  

Sincerely,  

The SHS Gala Committee 

 

Stephanie Franco (Judah, 6th and Olive, 3rd) 

Jessica Scerri (Keaton, 8th and Sterling, Kindergarten) 

Denise Lind (Cassie, 6th) 

Julianne Guariglia Klaus (Caroline, Preschool) 

Allison Stark Edwards (Mara, Preschool) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

How to Donate Your Auction Item(s):  

 

 
Fill out the donation form (online preferred) 

 

● Spring Hill families may enter their own donations directly on The Sky’s the Limit website: 

https://one.bidpal.net/2022springhillgala/donate-item. A hard copy is also available in 

this packet.  

● For auction items you have solicited, you may: 

○ Enter the donation via the website on behalf of the donor: 

https://one.bidpal.net/2022springhillgala/donate-item 

○ Ask the donor to enter the donation directly: 

https://one.bidpal.net/2022springhillgala/donate-item 

○ Provide the donor with a hard copy of the donation form included in this 

packet. This form should accompany the physical donation.  

 

Deliver your donation or make arrangements for procurement 

Please deliver your donation to the administrative office (825 Middlefield Drive) or contact 

Karen Tarver (karen@thespringhillschool.org; 707-763-9222) to arrange for safe, contactless 

procurement. For solicited items, please make every effort to help the donor make 

arrangements.  

 

Questions about donating or pledging an item?  

Please contact Jules Howard-Wright (parent of Orson, 5th and Farrah, Kindergarten), co-

chair of the Auction Subcommittee, at dreambiggala@juleshowardwright.com. 

 

 

 

 

https://one.bidpal.net/2022springhillgala/donate-item
https://one.bidpal.net/2022springhillgala/donate-item
https://one.bidpal.net/2022springhillgala/donate-item
mailto:karen@thespringhillschool.org
mailto:dreambiggala@juleshowardwright.com


 
 

 
 

Fact Sheet: 2022 Big Dream Gala: The Sky’s the Limit  

When: Saturday, April 9, 2022, 6:00-7:30 pm with optional add-on activities after the close of the program 

(30 minutes each). 

What: The Spring Hill School volunteer-led fundraising Gala, with real-time and silent auction items 

and many opportunities to have fun while supporting the school and community.  

Where: Virtual - The event will be live streamed. Registration link will be live February 2, 2022 at 

bidpal.net/2022springhillgala 

Why: To come together in celebration of The Spring Hill School and raise vital funds for its continued 

growth and success.  

Head of School: Shaharazad Hamidi 

Attendees: 200+ primarily school parents who are top leaders in Design, Education, Financial 

Services, Medicine, Technology and other industries in the Bay Area.  

Past Sponsors: Advanced Building Solutions, Compass Bank, Golden State Lumber, Lind Marine, 

Lombardi’s Catering, and Xandex Inc. 

IRS Tax ID 94-2285285. All contributions are tax deductible to the extent provided by law. The 

Spring Hill School is incorporated as a California non-profit organization under section 501(c)3 of 

the IRS code. 

http://bidpal.net/2022springhillgala


 

EMAIL TEMPLATE #1  

 
Greetings! 

Thank you for your past donations and contributions to The Spring Hill School. We are delighted to 

announce that this year’s annual fundraising gala The Sky’s the Limit will be held virtually on Saturday, 

April 9. In the spirit of the resilience and perseverance that Spring Hill’s students, teachers, 

administrators, and community exemplify, the fundraiser’s 2022 theme is “The Sky’s the Limit.” We are 

confident that our Spring Hill School and Petaluma community can come together to ensure the 

successful outcomes of all our students and families.  

Funds raised at the gala make an enormous impact on our growing school. Previous years’ 

contributions supported the art, music, gardening, Spanish language initiative and STEM programs. 

Gala proceeds go to support educational programs and tuition assistance to ensure that SHS remains 

accessible to a diverse community of families.  

During these times, we are reminded that as a community we are stronger together and we are 

there for each other. Thank you for helping SHS stay resilient during these challenging times.  

Gala Overview  

The Sky’s the Limit is a virtual gala and auction that draws 200+ guests. Like the school, the event 

highlights the best of local culture, but also welcomes guests from around the Bay Area and beyond. 

Attendees are primarily school parents who are influencers in Technology, Financial Services, Design, 

Education, and other industries in the Bay Area. School faculty and staff also attend, as well as 

members of the local community.  

More About SHS 

The Spring Hill School, founded in Petaluma in 1975, has grown from a small Montessori preschool 

to a thriving international community of 180 families from preschool to 8th grade. In 2019, we 

welcomed our first middle school class.  

There are many aspects of the event to look forward to and we hope that you can join us on April 

9, whether by donating an auction item or attending our virtual event! Please email 

karen@thespringhillschhool.org with any questions.  

Thank you! 



 
EMAIL TEMPLATE #2  

Greetings, 

The Spring Hill School located in Petaluma, California is getting ready to host our Annual Dream 

Big Gala, The Sky’s the Limit, on April 9, 2022. The event highlights the best of our school's local 

culture. Attendees are primarily school parents who are top leaders in Design, Education, 

Financial Services, Medicine, Technology and other industries in the Bay Area. School faculty and 

staff also attend, as well as members of the community. This year will feature heartwarming 

interviews with our beloved teachers and families, an address from our Head of School, and a 

real-time virtual auction with an auctioneer. It will be a truly magical evening!  

The Spring Hill School is an independent preschool through 8th grade school with three 

campuses in Petaluma. The Sky’s the Limit is the school’s largest annual fundraising event, 

attracting 200+ attendees.  

The auction is always a huge hit. This year’s Silent Auction will open on April 7, two days prior to the 

virtual gala, and will be available to event guests, as well as the broader community through the 

convenience of mobile and online bidding. It will close on Sunday, April 10. Our auctioneer will be 

running a real-time online auction featuring our top packages such as travel and luxury 

experiences.  

While we know this past year has been challenging, we believe that unity is strength!  

Benefits of Your Donation Include:  

● Recognition for you and/or your business in our online auction catalog 

● Online and mobile viewing of your donation by our 200+ virtual event participants and the 

greater Petaluma community who will be invited to participate in the silent auction 

● A personal feeling of goodwill for contributing to our local schools and community 

● Tax deduction  



Gala Proceeds  

 

Funds raised at the gala make an enormous impact on our growing school. Previous years’ 

contributions supported the art, music, gardening, Spanish language initiative and STEM programs. 

Gala proceeds go to support educational programs and tuition assistance to ensure that SHS 

remains accessible to a diverse community of families.  

More About The SHS  

The Spring Hill School, founded in Petaluma in 1975, has grown from a small Montessori preschool 

to a thriving international community of 180 families from preschool to 8th grade. In 2019, we 

welcomed our first middle school class.  

There are many aspects of the event to look forward to and we hope that you can join us on April 

9th, whether that be by donation or attending our virtual event! Please email 

karen@thespringhillschhool.org with any questions.  

During these times, we are reminded that as a community we are stronger together and we are 

there for each other. Thank you for helping SHS stay resilient during these challenging times! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dear Friend of The Spring Hill School, 

Thank you for your generous donation to The Spring Hill School (IRS Tax ID #94-2285285). 

The Spring Hill School is incorporated as a California non-profit organization under section 

501(c)3 of the US Internal Revenue Code. Contributions of goods are deductible for tax 

purposes to the extent allowed by law. The Spring Hill School did not provide goods or 

services in consideration for your donation.  

This document is an acknowledgment of your donation to The Spring Hill School. Please 

complete the donation form on the following page and retain this letter for your tax 

purposes. The Spring Hill School will email you a formal receipt following the event on 

April 9, 2022.  

Note that you are responsible for determining the value of your donation. The Spring Hill 

School makes no statement as to the value of the donation or the level of deduction for 

which you are eligible.  

 

All item(s) should be received by March 21, 2022. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Spring Hill School Gala Committee 

 

 

 

 
The Spring Hill School is a 501(3)c non-profit organization. IRS Tax ID 94-2285285. 

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law. 

 

The Spring Hill School • 825A Middlefield Drive • Petaluma • CA • 94952 • 707-763-9222 



  
 

Dream Big Gala Auction Donation Form 
 
Thank you for supporting The Spring Hill School with an auction donation. Please tell us a little about the item you’d like to 
donate. Please complete each field. 
 
Item Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Item Value (whole dollar amounts): _______________________________________________________ 
 
Item Description (Please include applicable expiration date, restrictions, and special instructions.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this item a gift certificate?   Yes ________     No ________ 

 

Will the item be dropped off? Yes ________      No, but it can be made available for pick up.* ________ 

 

     *Pick up location: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is this item being donated on behalf of a business?   Yes ________       No ________ 

 

Donor Contact Information 

 

First Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Last Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Business Name (if applicable): _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Donor Display Name (how the donor name will be displayed):  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Spring Hill School is a 501(3)c non-profit organization. IRS Tax ID 94-2285285. 

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law. 

 

The Spring Hill School • 825A Middlefield Drive • Petaluma • CA • 94952 • 707-763-9222 


