


Gor Mission

The Spring Hill School fosters a strong
academic foundation that nurtures our
children’s lifelong love of learning through
an inspiring, global curriculum. Our
exceptional teachers guide students to
fulfill their unique potential and succeed
with confidence and joy.




As Interim Head of School this past year, | have had the
privilege of guiding our school through a developmental
phase akin to those experienced by children and teens.
This year has been pivotal, marked by empowerment and
strategic changes that honor our foundational principles
and prepare us for a flourishing future.

At the outset, | emphasized the importance of embracing
change as a means to realign with our mission and
strengthen our core. We focused on empowering our
teams, fostering collaboration, and establishing systems
that support sustainable growth. Our collective efforts
have yielded some wonderful and significant
achievements, including the development of key
messages that encapsulate our identity. This initiative,
involving faculty and staff across all campuses,
culminated in our inaugural professional development
day, reinforcing our shared values and exceptional
educational standards.

We've also enhanced our governance structure by
expanding our Board of Trustees and establishing new
committees for Finance and Buildings & Grounds. These
groups are instrumental in addressing our financial and
infrastructural priorities.

This year, we introduced the Strategic Bridge Plan,
concentrating on enrollment, the student and family
experience, and positioning ourselves as a premier
employer. A major decision was the consolidation of our
campuses, which has streamlined operations and
fostered a more integrated community experience.

/k/ A Year of Progress & Preparation

Dr. Saudy Slack

To increase transparency and community
engagement, we hosted our first-ever State of the
School presentation and celebrated our inaugural
Jog-a-Thon, which brought our community
together in a spirit of joy and unity.

Operationally, we've made strides in reorganizing
departments, implementing a new financial system,
and enhancing employee benefits. These changes
underscore our commitment to our staff and the
overall health of our institution.

We capped the year by welcoming Eric Saibel as
our new permanent Head of School and
celebrating the legacy of Shaharazad Hamidi,
whose dedication has set the stage for this
transformative period.

As we approach our 50" anniversary, | am
immensely grateful for the trust and collaboration
of our faculty, staff, board, and families. Their belief
in the transformative power of education continues
to inspire and drive us forward. This has truly been
a year of progress and preparation, setting the
foundation for a promising future at The Spring Hill
School.

Sandy Stack, Ph.D.
Interim Head of School
& Director of Operations & Finance




This year, following the
retirement of Shaharazad
Hamidi, long-time Head of
School, the search for a
new Head of School
brought our entire
community together!

The Search Committee was
chaired by board member,
Leslie Taylor, and K-8
Division Head, Jen Klem-
Clarke, and included staff,
faculty, and parents from
across all 3 campuses.

After a rigorous
interviewing process, 3
final candidates were
invited to visit for a full day
to meet our Spring Hill
community and offer
presentations on topics
ranging from leadership, to
educational philosophy, to
finance, fundraising, and
budgeting.

Eric Saibel was offered and
accepted the role of Head
of School!

Saibel received positive
feedback regarding
alignment with Spring
Hill values, depth and
breadth of school
leadership experience,
collaborative style, and
his thoughtful presence.

Eric Saibel will begin in
July.

Congradulations
Evergoue

g Welcome, Ericl

Introducing
€ ric Paihel

Greetings, Spring Hill Community!

My first visit to Spring Hill was on a chilly, sunny Saturday morning in
February. One of the first things | noticed at the preschool campus was this
quote from Maria Montessori: “The child is both a hope and a promise for
mankind.” My next stop was the Lower Elementary campus, where there
was a group of parents busy with a garden work party. Despite having only
learned about Spring Hill a few weeks prior, | immediately felt at home! The
passion, spirit, and commitment of the school community were on full
display-values that have also guided me for my 28 years as a teacher,
coach, principal, and district administrator working with children from 3 to
18 years of age.

At Spring Hill, our collective purpose is to ensure a safe, supportive, and
engaging environment where every student feels known, respected, and
empowered to think big. Spring Hill wasn’t founded in 1975 to fit in-it came
into being to create a new kind of learning space designed to tap into every
child’s unique potential. For 50 years, our school has been a true “hidden
gem”— unique in the educational landscape in Sonoma County, and

beyond.

Tapping into our unique potential as a school means continuing to
strengthen the partnership with our wonderful parent community, ensuring
Spring Hill's health and sustainability for decades to come. Like every child
we are privileged to serve, Spring Hill is “a hope and a promise” for what
education can be. | am thrilled and honored to be a part of this journey with
you!

In Partnership,

& I.}

Eric Saibel
Incoming Head of School



We build bridges to
connect ourselves with each 4

other, our community, y k

and the world.




Our

Teachers
&
Staff

At Spring Hill, our
teachers and staff
are bridge-builders
and bridge-tenders.

Educators at The
Spring Hill School
bring expertise in
their fields and
nurture joyful,
connected learning

\_:‘i,’,\% in the classrooms
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and across our
campuses.

They also challenge
our students to
connect with the
broader world.



To foster community and trus

for families and students across the entire school,
we held a record number of events that brought
our community together.
We gathered as learners and leaders in
a fun-loving community of all ages.

In ober, the first annual Spring Hill School Jog-A-Thon
brought students from preschool-8" grade together at our
Webster St. campus! The theme, “Around the World,” was

inspired by our global education focus. The event raised over
$36,000 for The Spring Hill Fund, our annual fund. The day was
an awesome celebration of school spirit.

In March, we honored the retirement and
legacy of our Head of School Emerita,
Shaharazad Hamidi, who served the school
for over 30 years. It was a joy to toast
Shaharazad and see friends of the school,
past and present.

We also held combined faculty/staff
meetings and professional
development that brought together
all three campuses. Preschool-8"
grade staff and faculty participated

In Dece Hot Chocolate & Stars night drew families in collaborative workshoos focused
together to enjoy the mystery of the night sky. Looking P
through a giant telescope, making star-themed crafts, on our Head of School search and

a star-themed all-ages dance party-and, of course, the hot
chocolate bar-helped mark the seasonal shift to winter as a
Spring Hill community.

key messaging for the school.



Fifth'graders paint each other’s faces with natural elements

as part of an eagerly anticipated overnight tripto -
Westminster Woods, a camp and conference center
in Occidental, CA. Class trips like this mark key milestones, offering
students an experience of reflection and connection. ¢
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This year, the Kindergarten Bridge experience brought all of
Spring Hill's kindergarten-age students together for connection
and exploration. This cohort will comprise our 1* grade class in
the 2025-2026 school year.

Third year Montessori Kinder students and Lower Elementary
Kindergartners enjoyed hiking and a chance to thoughtfully
observe Helen Putnam Park’s seasonal changes. They also shared
6 weeks of collaborative music workshops to learn about different
genres of music and to try their hand at playing instruments.

At the “trashion-
fashion” show,
Sparrows students
demonstrated
imaginative, ready-to-
wear creations built
from recycled
materials.

Our annual
International Day is
= always a memorable

=2 Sy : e
Led by parent and high school educator Allison
Oropallo, a Preschool Playground Project
connected Terra Linda High School students to
The Spring Hill School. Teen builders took on

time of cross-cultural
{ learning and
community. Families
WAl create stations sharing

cultures, traditions, and
the project of creating a new playhouse to be foods. This year did

=
enjoyed by the 40 students in our 3 toddler (9 — 8 - not disappoint!
classes, Pufflings, Ducklings, and Cygnets. The ,
g 9 Y9 m\

ribbon cutting ceremony was a weaving of multi- = ’6) B0, 1
~, e, 0

generational joy!

In one of our Primary classes, Hummingbirds,
new teacher Karen Payne initiated a garden
transformation project. Families came each
month to build community and clear a piece of
land, creating a new outdoor learning sanctuary
for the children to discover. The students,
families, and teacher created a pollinator
garden, built birdhouses, and developed a
weather station.

109 students
16 Teachers

6 Classrooms

.

Ages served:

18 months-6 years



“Education

is all a matter
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Each year, older and younger
students are paired together for v oemen: GEALS

o

year-long partnerships across grades. [ oW B 0 W =
Students in grades 3-8 participate in L]
unique and fun monthly activities Bjnjm e
with their “buddies.” The buddy i [ &) < [dB] O

. ‘3w 1‘ ﬁmmﬂ I a?ﬁu 17 mmmg SUSTAINABLE
approach fosters mentorship, ol Y | @ B

connection and the richness that

comes from intentional cross-age  The United Nations Sustainability
connection at school. Goals form an important part of
our global educational curriculum
in K=8. In 2024 we were inspired
by the Actions for Peace with a

One of the many International
Peace Day activities included the

individual and collective

- responsibility to nurture peace.
This theme gave students food
- for thought, action, and

' reflection.

Lower Elementary students opportunity for buddies to P Conflict Resoluti
connected with Main Campus decorate Peace Rocks that were ocus on L.onflict kesolution.
peers through our first Gratitude used to create a whole campus This year's theme recognizes our
Buddy Brunch. “Peace River.”

At campus events, the middle
school band provided show-

stopping music, inspiring crowds
.\ of all ages.

As part of our “For the Love
of Reading” event, middle
school students visited the
Lower Elementary campus to
read with younger students.

And, at 3 middle school
dances, the kids had a blast
and danced the nights away.
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John Dewey,

Founder of

Inquiry-Based
education

thal cuspire our schooll

Founder of Montessori

education




Spring Hill students practice globally engaged citizenship
and contribute to local change right where we live.
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Highlights:

Kindergarten — 2™ graders
wrote caring cards to
individuals living at Muir
Woods Memory Care.

3" - 4" graders helped
socialize service puppies
through Stage Gulch
Goldens Puppy Volunteer
Experience.

3 - 8" graders made
cards with their Buddies
for the Petaluma People
Services Meals on Wheels
Valentine's Day effort.
They also led a Sock Drive
for Petaluma People
Services in support of
Petaluma’s unsheltered
community.

3" - 5" graders sold
handmade bracelets at
the Farmers Market for
Heart for Humanity USA,
to purchase classroom
supplies and support
Heart for Humanity's
upcoming trip to central
Transylvania.

6™ graders took on a
challenge from
Sustainable Petaluma to
imagine how we can
improve and redesign
parts of our town to be
more walkable,
environmentally friendly,
and future forward.

7™ graders volunteered at
Redwood Empire Food
Bank.

Our K= 8 “Read-A-Thon"
raised funds for Heifer
International.

The campus also
participated in the 1,000
Bowls Fundraiser for
Petaluma People Services.



Conmeclions lhrough g 7—6‘7?,*

STEM was a major focus this year; our K-8 N & . b
N E

STEM teachers collaborated on a grant - , S |
proposal to the Petaluma Educational ' :
Foundation. The $30,000 award helped
refresh, expand, and vertically align our
STEM curriculum across all divisions, with a
particular focus on introducing foundational

engineering skills.

Our annual 3°-8" grade STEM Week
brought these efforts to life, as students
engaged in hands-on, inquiry-based
learning around the shared theme of glider
flight, aligned to Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS). After a field trip to the
Hiller Aviation Museum, students worked in
multi-age teams to design, test, and refine
gliders using the design thinking process, -
culminating in a school-wide launch event. =l \



The Class of 2025 is a tight-knit crew who have
weathered their share of challenges—from a global
pandemic to holding school in Hermann Sons Hall-
with grit, humor, and a surprising amount of grace.
They've cheered one another on and grown into
thoughtful, kind young people who genuinely give
us hope for the future.

As 8" grade leaders, they've been nothing short of
legendary. They've led buddy events with heart
and contagious joy, advocated for others, and
stood up for what's right. They are creative,
principled, patient-and, let’s be honest, just really
good humans.

Words that come to mind for this year's graduates:
tenacious, creative, playful, passionate,
upstanding.

We can't wait to hear from them as they continue
on their journeys!

Al aglance
18 graduates...

8 Petaluma High
1 College Prep in Oakland
1 Casa Grande
1 Credo
7 Sonoma Academy



2024-2025 Financial Figures e

Revenue
Tuition, Program, and Fees $4,029,837
Net Fundraising $677,552*
One-time Covid Relief $866,738
Other $97,180
Total $5,671,307
Expenses
Salaries & Benefits $4,275,733
Instructional Program $378,148
Classroom Expenses, Field Trips, Technology
Facilities & Maintenance $415,283
Administrative Operations $182,311
Qutside Services, Insurance
Interest & Depreciation $381,843
Total $5,633,318
Fundraising
Annual Giving $193,362
Jog-A-Thon $36,615
Dream Big $60,937™*
Pathways Scholarships (Restricted) $44,100
Direct Grants $33,353
Special Major Gifts $345,442
Total $713,809
Dream Big
Annual Giving 8.5%
27.1%

Fundraising

Jog-A-Thon —

5.1%
Special Major Gifts
48.4%

Direct Grants
4.7%

Pathways Scholarship Program
6.2%

*Net Fundraising revenue, less expenses
**Includes $40,312 Fundraising Net Revenue Collected in 2025-26
Our annual budget is an expression of the
mission, vision, values, and promise of The
Spring Hill School. Over 75% of our school
budget is allocated to providing competitive

total compensation for our faculty and staff,
allowing us to attract and retain the highest
quality educators for our students.

One-time Covid Relief

15.3%

Revenue

Net Fundraising
11.9%

Tuition, Program, and Fees

71.1%
Interest & Depreciation
7%
Facilities & Maintenance
7.4%
Administrative Operations Expenses

3%

Instructional Program
6.7%

Salaries & Benefits
75.9%

Stholarships & Fnancial FFid:

Spring Hill directed $391,241 to financial assistance,
helping 29% of the student population.
$93,486 of that amount went to Pathways Scholarship
students.
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Thank goulo every volunleer and donor who made
lhis avmemorable aud magical yoar(

Community Association Lead Class Representatives

2024 Jog-A-Thon, “Around the World"”
Jayme Cellitioci

Lindsay Atlas Chairs: Jessica Scerri & Tiffany Scerri
lia Barah .
Butter & Egg Days Parade ‘gr:eraBrraa dc|)(:a Lindsay Atlas
Jayme & Pete Cellitioci o y_ Farrow Adamson
, Jayme Cellitioci Nate Bal
Allison Oropallo . ate Bales
Katie Cross

Jason Scanlan Debbie Bigelow

Chisato Calvert
Jennifer Carter
Matthew Carter
Angie Domenico
Tyler Flake

Marisa Dombroski
Angie Domenico
Katie Ferguson
Jasmine Johal
Christine Laursen

and amazing crew!

Spirit Wear Coordinators
Lauren Liu & Jillian Moffet

Gaby Leroi Stephanie Franco
Dream Big Team Leads Katie Lopez Stacy Gonzalez
Jessica Scerri & Tiffany Scerri Raya McHugh Kira Haas
Jillian Moffett Brittany Hatcher
Heifer International Coordinator Mary Osborn

Dianna Jasso
Jennifer Jennings

Lendri Purcell

Nicole Pontes

Emily Ray Betty Johnson
Patrick Ray Allie Jorde
Angela Sa.ntos Gabriela Leroi

Laila Smith Dana Levandoski
Jennifer Song Sarah Mai
Dianna Yataco Jillian Moffett

Linda Montanez
Tim Mullen
George Monty
Jon Nydell
Mary Osborn

Willow Peterson
Simone Rocine
Farshad Rostambek
Laila Smith
Natasha Tennyson
Yvana Vasquez
Natalia Yataco
Jessica Yau
Laura Zacher




Grandparents
& Special Friends Day

Lindsay Atlas
Corrin Baker
Julia Barahona
Debbie Bigelow
Wally Bomgaars
Sara Brewer
Chisato Calvert
Jennifer Carter
Aisha Crawford
Marisa Dombroski &
Ryan Peterson
Tyler Flake
Kira Haas
Chelsea Hall
Allie Jorde
Navi Kaur
Rebecca Koch
Kate Lee
Dana Levandoski
Laura Perticaro
Simone Rocine
Lauren Scott
Laila Smith
Natasha Tennyson
Alex Townsend
Ama Uppal
Tina Vani
Jessica Yau

International Day

Kate Alper
Rocio Baron
Sara Brewer
Kelly Bushman
Maia Cybelle Carpenter
Natasha Cooper
Lexi Curtice
Audrey Dombroski
Angie Domenico
Kyla Doughty
Islam Elsedoudi
John Garcia
Gabe & Naseem Golabi-
Torney
Cindy Gutierrez
Skylar Guzman
Gian Johal
Allie Jorde
Sabrina Kay
Dana & Alec Levandoski
Aileen Markovich
Raya McHugh
Katie Nydell
Dara & Peter Olandt
Laura Perticaro

Marisa Dombroski & Ryan

Petersen
Nicole Pontes
Rachel Pruchniewski
Elizabeth Puchir
Paula Cecilia Reyes
Katie Rush
Annie Sebastian
Laila Smith
Erin Smythe-Morey
Meagan Trevifio
Sonia Turna
Ashmi Ullal
Cameron Wehrfritz

Jessica & Kent Yamaguchi

Jessica Yau
Sandra Yen

[ [
Annual Giving
Each fall, our annual campaign for
The Spring Hill Fund, our unrestricted
operating fund, is a key priority. From
funding teacher salaries.to supporting
new campus supplies and upgrades, from
providing curricular enhancements and
program enrichment to helping with
school infrastructure;<The Spring Hill
Fund touches every corner of our school
and is responsible for supporting an
excellent student experience.

Terry Atlas Aileen & Kevin Markovich

Emma Cockerton Sarah Mead
Susan Dalton-Guzman Jamie Mitchell
Cynthia Diaz Noel Norton
Susan Dieli Dara & Peter Olandt

Kyla Doughty Willow Peterson
Michael & Gail Foulkes Nicole Pontes
Gabe Golabi-Torney = Sandy & Greg Stack
Bradley & Kira Haas Reina Starke
Shaharazad Hamidi Amy Tanti
Brittany Hatcher Karen Tarver
Loryn Hatten Leslie & Craig Taylor
Gianjeet Johal Rajdeep Turna
Jen Klem-Clarke Tracy Walthard

Tobias Konrad Alyssa Wolfe
Lauren Liu Kent Yamaguchi

Griselda Lopez Jessica Yau
David Mai Melissa Zamora

Kat Malone




I'he Dream big
BENEFITING THE SPRING

Presenting Sponsor

Golden State Lumber
& Showroom

Special Thanks
Mockingbird Heights

Garden Delight Sponsor
The Taylor Family

Daring To Bloom Sponsor

Made Local Marketplace
Tamley Architectural Design

Bar Sponsor

Hen House Brewing

Local businesses:
Acorn Chiropractic
Acorn Shop
Active Wellness
Adventure Recreation
American Conservatory Theater
Amiable Sporthorse
Angela's Ice Cream
B The Vibe Collective
Bay Area Discovery Museum
Blue Waters Kayaking
Breathless Wines
Bug Under Glass
Brooks Note Wines
Call of the Sea
Cal Skate
Cast Wines
Central Animal Hospital
Cinnabar Theater
Copperfield’s Books
Cottage Gardens
Estuary
Exploratorium
Fern Bar
Friedman’'s Home Improvement
Garden Valley Ranch
Gloria Ferrer Wines
Goatlandia
Goblin Brothers
Griffo Distillery
Golden State Lumber
Heebee Jeebe
Jacuzzi Family Vineyards
Korbel Winery
Lamoreaux Family Wines
Lawrence Hall of Science
Le Tractioniste
Lions Tigers & Hair
Longboard Vineyards
McEvoy Ranch
Mockingbird Heights
Moshin Vineyards
Nick’s Cove

Old Chicago Pizza
Olea Hotel
Outer Planes Games
Pangloss Cellars
Petersen Auto Museum
Pub Republic
Redwood Empire Gymnastics
Reed Between the Lines
Reform Room
Rewind Arcade
Robindira Unsworth
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory
SF Cocktail Club
SF MOMA
SF Walt Disney Museum
SF Zoo
Santa Rosa Symphony
ShinDig Sonoma
Sloat Garden Center
Soft Shell Day Spa
Sonoma Raceway
Sonoma Spice Queen
Steve & Kate's Camp
Stockhome
Studio 4 Art
Sugo Trattoria
Tahoe Donner
Tortilla Real
USS Hornet Sea Air Space Museum
Valley Bar & Bottle
Western Hills Garden
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BENEFITING THE SPRING

Individuals & Families

Kate Alper
Moni Alvarez & Lucas Bernal
Kat & Zachary Asher
Lindsay Atlas & Danny O'Dwyer
Corrin Baker & John Garcia
Christine & Tim Bean
Sara Brewer
Chisato & Ryan Calvert
Maia Carpenter & JP Defaut
Jayme & Peter Cellitioci
Denise Collins
Bill & O'Meara Cover
Perry Davis & Cinthya Hoyle
Angie & Zena Domenico
Katie Ferguson & lan Okasako-Schmucker
Shlomo & Stephanie Franco
Julia Grey
Bradley & Kira Haas
Shaharazad Hamidi
Blake & Brittany Hatcher
Loryn Hatten
Shanna Herbert
Cara Hicks
Chris Jennings & Anusuya Mokashi
Allie Jorde
Ben & Sheena Kirkbride
Jen Klem-Clarke & Kevin Clarke
Andrea Koweek
Christine Laursen

bUDB

Kate & Robert Lee
Patrick Leepin & Jessica Yau
Ed Longnecker
Katie & Michael Lopez
Aileen & Kevin Markovich
Evelyn Martinez
Jennifer & Craig McWherter
Julie McCann
Derek & Sarah Mead
Andy & Jamie Mitchell
Jillian Moffett & Timothy Mullen
Heather Muir
Lee & Melodee Nobmann
Julia & Seth Nobmann
Miriam & Sean O'Dwyer
Ellen Obstler
Dara & Pete Olandt
Allison Oropallo
Adam & Mary Osborn
Elif Ozhan
Karen Payne
Divakaran & Praveena Permalla
Brandon & Willow Peterson

Nicole Pontes & Shaun Smithies

Preschool Admin Team
Rachel Pruchniewski
Elizabeth & Mark Puchir
Lendri Purcell
Anthony & Tucker Ricioli

David Riley
Rosie & Tony Ruiz
Jamie Garcia & Eric Saibel
Chris & Jessica Scerri
Rob & Tiffany Scerri
Nicole Silvester
Laila Smith
Sandy Stack
Reina Starke
Alida & Chris Stromberg
Theresa Tamley & Lars Thorsen
Amy Tanti
Leslie & Craig Taylor
Natasha & Peter Tennyson
Brandon & Rachel Wiebe
Jean Williamson
Alexis Wolf
Jessica & Kent Yamaguchi
Niklas Zorn




Support Spring Hill

Giving is easy.
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Make a donation online. In person By Snail Mail
Donate one time online or monthly. It's Stop by any of our Mail your gift to:
quick, easy and secure. Visit our website campuses to drop off The Spring Hill School
at thespringhillschool.org for the your check for The 825 Middlefield Drive
“Support Spring Hill” page to donate. Spring Hill Fund. Petaluma, CA 94952

/ Donor Advised Funds (DAF)

>, Recommend our school to receive a grant from your
Donor Advised Fund. Submit your grant
recommendation to your DAF sponsor’s online portal
or by contacting their customer service team. Appreciated Securities

Donating appreciated
securities can be a
Matching Gifts strategic philanthropic
Does your company offer an employee matching move with potential tax
program? This could double or triple the impact of your advantages. Gifting
donation. Additionally, you can explore opportunities stocks or bonds to The
for recurring grants or multi-year commitments to Spring Hill School can
provide ongoing support. maximize impact and
foster long-term
financial stability for the
school. This enriches
educational
In-Kind Donations opportunities for our
students and shapes a
brighter future!

We welcome materials including educational supplies,
books, office equipment, and other items that support
our educational programs.

The Spring Hill Legacy Society: Planned Giving
Supporting The Spring Hill School can be part of your legacy. By making a deferred gift,
you can make a substantial difference in the life of the school. Planned giving offers various

advantages, including tax benefits. Examples of planned giving methods include bequests,
appreciated securities, charitable trusts, and donations of real estate or life insurance
policies. This is a visionary way to support the school for many generations to come.
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