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SPRAGUE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Baltic, Connecticut 

 

POLICY REGARDNG CEREMONIES AND OBSERVANCES 

 

Flag Display 

 

A United States flag shall be displayed on school grounds during all school days and on legal 

holidays, weather permitting.  It shall also be displayed on the inside of the school building. 

 

Silent Meditation 

 

At the beginning of each school day and prior to the commencement of school activities, a one-

minute period of silent meditation will be observed in all classrooms. 

 

At such time those students and teachers who wish to do so may utilize such period for silent 

meditation.  Individuals who choose not to meditate shall refrain from any activity that will 

disturb those who wish to meditate.  No statement or action by the teacher is permissible that will 

give a religious connotation to the act of meditating. 

 

Holiday Programs 

 

Schools shall be free to include music of any faith or any culture as long as it is inherently 

artistic.  This freedom should include the use of literature, drama, poetry, art and dance and also 

reference to religion in the study of history and social studies. 

 

Programs are presented as a valuable educational and artistic part of music and culture.  The 

decision as to what kind of program should be presented shall be up to the music teacher, 

principal, and school staff and should be based on the artistic merit and performance suitability 

of the available music and the interests and capabilities of the teachers and pupils producing the 

program.  Whenever a particular child or parent does not wish to participate, he/she shall be 

released from the program.   

 

Prayer in School 

 

In accordance with school prayer decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court and specifically with the 

Connecticut Attorney General’s opinion of November 13, 1963, the school may: 

 

1. schedule one or more periods of silent meditation. 

 

2. read from speeches of great Americans and other documents of our heritage. 

 

3. present music, oratory and art which may have had its inspiration in religion, but which is 

educational for other reasons. 

 

4. present religion as a cultural force. 
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5. present study in comparative religion. 

 

6. present study in the history of religion. 

 

7. present the study of the Bible for literary and historical qualities. 

 

Note: the reading of prayers at school functions such as graduation or in celebration of such 

holidays as Christmas, Hanukkah, Easter, Passover, St. Patrick’s Day, or the like are not found to 

be prohibited by the Supreme Court ruling. 

 

Religious Observances and Displays 

 

It is the policy of the Board of Education that no religious belief or non-belief will be promoted 

by the District or its employees, and none will be disparaged.  The District will encourage all 

students and staff members to appreciate and be tolerant of each other’s religious views.  The 

District will use all opportunities to foster understanding and mutual respect among students and 

parents, regarding race, culture, economic background or religious beliefs.  Students and staff 

members shall be excused from participating in practices that are contrary to their religious 

beliefs unless there are clear issues of overriding concern that would prevent it.  There will be no 

benedictions or invocations or other form of group payer at any school functions or exercises. 

 

The District recognizes that one of its educational goals is to advance the student’s knowledge an 

appreciation of the role that our religious heritage has played in the social, cultural and historical 

development of civilization. 

 

Therefore: 

 

1. the several holidays throughout the year which a religious and a secular basis may be 

observed in the schools. 

 

2. the historical and contemporary values and the origin of religious holidays may be 

explained in an unbiased and objective manner without sectarian indoctrination. 

 

3. music, art, literature and drama having religious themes or basis are permitted as part of 

the curriculum for school-sponsored activities and programs if presented in a prudent and 

objective manner and as a traditional part of the cultural and religious heritage of the 

particular holiday. 

 

4. the use of religious symbols such as a Cross, Menorah, Crescent, Star of David, crèche, 

symbols of Native American religions to other symbols that are a part of a religious 

holiday is permitted as a teaching aid or resource provided such symbols are displayed as 

an example of the cultural and religious heritage of the holiday and are temporary in 

nature.  Among these holidays are included Christmas, Easter, Passover, Hanukkah, St. 

Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Thanksgiving and Halloween. 
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5. the District’s calendar should be prepared to minimize conflicts with major religious 

holidays of all faiths. 

 

It is also the policy of the Board that religious literature, music, drama, and the arts will be 

included in the curriculum and in school activities provided that it is intrinsic to the learning 

experience in the various fields of study and is presented objectively. 

 

The emphasis on religious themes in the arts, literature and history will only be as extensive as 

necessary for a balanced and comprehensive study of these areas.  Such studies should never 

foster any particular religious tenets or demean any religious beliefs. 

 

It is further the policy of the Board that dedication ceremonies shall recognize the religious 

pluralism of the community and be appropriate to those who use the facility. 

 

 

Legal Reference: 

 

Connecticut General Statutes 

10-16a Silent meditation 

10-29a Certain days to be proclaimed by governor.  Distribution and number of 

proclamations 

10-230 Flags for schoolrooms and schools 

 

 

 

 

ADOPTED: May 2006 

 


