
June 201 

1. 

HOW DO WE KNOW IF WE’RE ON THE RIGHT PATH? 

Our texts for this Sunday look again at John the Baptist – and he has a real problem. He was a follower – and a   

relative! – of Jesus, and was trying to help people prepare themselves to understand Jesus and believe in him. They 

had to repent of their sins and actually change. John’s problem was that he was very much in the mode and style of 

an Old Testament Prophet, was more than a bit caustic when he spoke with people, and he made the mistake of  

going off on the King... just because he was an illegitimate king and had unjustly divorced his wife so he could  

illegally marry his half-brother’s wife. Picky, picky, picky... But it was more than enough to have John the Baptist 

thrown into prison for sedition. How DARE anyone speak against the King – even if it’s true! (Note, rulers and 

politicians are still like this) 

So, John was full of questions – if Jesus really was the Messiah, and if John was truly following the Messiah, why 

was he in prison? Wasn’t everything supposed to be perfect once the Messiah came? Was John on the right path, or 

did he make a mistake and follow the wrong person? And why wasn’t Jesus just like him?  

Our first lesson, from the prophet Isaiah (35:1-10) speaks about a “highway through the desert,” a “Holy Way,” and 

invites God’s people to travel on that route through life. EVENTUALLY it will lead to the promised land – but for 

now, we’re still going through the scary “desert,” a dangerous and frightening place that CANNOT be perfect. We 

see glimpses of what is to come – but this life is hard and dangerous. We are called to, as James says in our second 

lesson for this Sunday, “Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord” (James 5:7).  

It’s hard, I know – but lift up one another, serve one another, love one another – and you will see glimpses of the 

beauty of God’s love for all, brought to completion in the life to come. Focus on the good, the beautiful, the loving 

and compassionate, and be kind.  

We hope to see you at the Advent Craft Workshop this coming Sunday (12/11, 2-4pm) 

and of course, at Christmas Eve (4:30pm and 10pm) and Christmas Day (10am)     

worship as we welcome the Christ Child anew to our lives and our world. 

 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Larry 

December 2022 



Special Services 

2. 



Christmas Poinsettias 

3. 



Join Us 

4. 



Our Annual Toy Drive 

5. 

Toys will be going to 
the children of Pueblo 

de Dios Lutheran 
Church in Compton. 

& age. 



Early Learning Center 

6. 



School News 

7. 



Confirmation 

Comforters & Operation Gratitude 

8. 

Commissions Meetings & Other 

Garden Crew 

Saturday, January 7, 2023 

9:00-11:00 am 

All are welcome to join us in cleaning up our extensive 
landscaping! Bring your gardening gloves, pruners, etc. 

 

Rebekah Circle 

December 18, 2022 

For more information contact Shirley Becker 

 

Mary Circle 

December 20, 2022 

More information contact Marie Schlager 

 

Women’s Board  

January 8, 2023 

11:30 am in the Fireside Room 

 

Council Meeting via Zoom 

January 5, 2023 

7:00 pm 

 

Life & Growth Commission  

No Meeting until February 5 

Infants and young toddlers are welcome! After the 
Children’s Sermon children age 4 to 3rd grade are 
invited to the Library for a Sunday School lesson. 

 

We are also in need 2 volunteers every Sunday,         
1 for the nursey and 1 for Sunday School. If you are 

willing to help one or more Sundays a month, please 
contact Shirley Becker, sbecker@wlcs.org   

From Donna Anderson:   

As a year-round volunteer 
for Samaritan’s Purse     

Operation Christmas Child, 
I want to say a personal 
thank you to all of the 

church members and the 
school parents, children, 

and staff who took the    
interest and the effort to 

pack shoeboxes for          
children around the world.   

WLCS/ELC packed 156 
shoeboxes, and I thank you 

so much.  I worked at the area drop-off location in     
Gardena during the drop-off week, and the final count 

for the 8 days of collecting shoeboxes from people, 
churches, and schools in the surrounding areas was 

10,279. (One church delivered their shoeboxes by way 
of a U-Haul truck!!) God bless you all for your help in 
giving these children a present and in spreading the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to those who have never 

heard about Him. You have helped to deliver the Gospel 
and“bring salvation to the ends of the earth"  

(Acts 13:47). 

Available to  

6th– 8th grade students 

Wednesdays at 7 pm 

Pastor’s Office 
 

If you are interested in  

participating send an email to 
kmartinez@wlcs.org 

Operation Christmas Child– Results 

Comforters 

Will resume on January 4, 2023 

Wednesday Mornings 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Masted Hall 

All levels are welcome to join the ladies in making quilts.  

 

Operation Gratitude 

January 8, 2023 

2:30 - 4:00 pm 
Anybody who likes to crochet or knit to make scarves & hats. 
Will have patterns and instructions regarding color, size, etc. 



Anniversaries 

 

Praying for Others 

Remember and honor loved ones past and present by donating 

flowers to beautify our sanctuary every Sunday.   
 

The cost is $35. You may pay online or mail a check to the 
office. If you would like to take one of the spots available 
please call the office (310) 670-5422 to get your 
announcement in the bulletin or email Karina, 
kmartinez@wlcs.org. Thank you! 

 

December 4th 

 Given by Steve and Darlene Long in loving memory of 
Robert Long, their late father. 

 

December 11th 

 Happy Birthday Mitchell Saqui with love granddad & 
nana. 

 Given by Carol Sondreal in memory of sister Helen’s 
birthday. 

 

December 18th 
 In memory of John Schlager from his wife, Marie, and 

friends Steve & Darlene Long.  

 Given by Joan Anckle in celebration of Laura Downie’s 
birthday. 

 

December 25th 
 Given by Donna Anderson in thanks to God for the gift 

of His Son. 
 Available! 
 

 

A   

January 1st (2 spots), January 8th (1 spot) 

January 15th (2 spots), January 22nd (2 spots)   

January 29th (2 spots)  

Birthday Blessings 

December  3  Jonah Sanchez 

December  8  Scott Chandler 

December 17  Erik Johnson 

December  21 Robin Rosser 

December  22 William Rydeen 

December  26 Chris Maeder 

December 27  Laura Downie 

December 28  Brian Zimmermann 

9. 

Members & friends hospitalized, recov-
ering from illness or surgery, or long-
term illness: Todd Allen, Wanda Anckle, 
Sharon Bernard, Sandra Bray, Doris 
Brown, Rob Button, Ernie Cairns, Joseph 
Cohen, Ron Dell Craig, Tom Crotheis, 
Scott Crowley, Chuck Duff, Margaret Eck-
berg, Ursula Fetzor, Sophia Gariel, Vera 
Green, Amy Gustafson, Karl Homan, Lewis 

Jackson, Carrie Jones, Helen Jones, Kathy Klein, Barbara 
Loftas, Jennifer Long, Reggie Lucero, Alex Malandrinos, 
Johnny Manuel, Ida Manuel-Stovall, Katie Meyer, Britt Ol-
ofsson, Shawn-Michele & Michele Penman, Annie Reynosa, 
Barbara Roamer, Mary Lou Schnitzer, Charles Seaberg, Faith 
Smith, Bill Snyder, Janet Swallow, Diane Tallman, Teresa 

Upp, Ruby Williams
 

Condolences to: The Thornton Family on Gregory’s passing. 
 

Members & friends serving in the military: Richard Appel-
hans, David Flick, Jeremy Manning, Donald Moe, Deane 

Stewart, and Kimberly York.   “Westchester Lutheran Church and School” 

 

WATCH SERVICES LIVE ON SUNDAY MORNING 10 am: 

 

Phone: (310) 670-5422 

Website: www.WLCS.org 

Office Hours: 8:00 am-4:30 pm  

Any questions about the Candle email Karina at    
kmartinez@wlcs.org 

Congratulations & blessings  

on your wedding anniversary!  

 

December 28
th 

 

  Brian & Lucinda Zimmermann 

Flower Chart 

General Information 


