
June 201 Candle 

1. 

REFORMING OUR FAITH – A PROCESS THAT CONTINUES IN US 
On October 31, 1517, Catholic priest, theologian and Biblical scholar Martin Luther, took a stand 
against the leadership of the corrupt and damaged church of his day. Politics and power had    
become intertwined with the church, which warped the church to its core, making it almost     
unrecognizable as a gathering of God’s faithful people. It was all about money and power, and 
faith was a way to control people and extort money from them.  
 

It was in this damaged (and damaging!) church that Martin Luther found himself as a priest and teacher of         
theology. As he began to see the issues and problems of the church, he naturally tried to offer a warning and     
advice to those in leadership. Luther soon discovered, however, that these very church leaders – bishops,          
cardinals, and even the Pope himself – were at least complicit with the issues he saw, or worse, were the very 
source of these issues. Church leadership positions were given to the highest bidder, forgiveness was being sold in 
order to re-build St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, and those who should have been examples of faithful living were in 
fact the most morally reprehensible people.  
 

How did Luther know that something was wrong with the church? Why did he see these issues where most just 
saw it as “business as usual”? The answer is simple: he read the Bible.  
 

The Bible, of course, is God’s Word for humanity. It tells the story of God’s connection with us, beginning with 
creation and humanity’s fall out of a relationship with God. Much of the rest of the Bible tells the amazing story of 
how God has sought to bring us back to him and help us to have meaningful and abundant lives and healthy       
relationships with one another. Those things all go together, but those truths often escaped us and we rebelled over 
and over against God. Ultimately, God sent Jesus to show us how it was supposed to work. Through forgiveness 
paid for by his death on the cross, Jesus FINALLY made it actually possible for us to reconnect with God.  
 

With this understanding that Luther gained from the Bible about forgiveness and grace, Luther was able and    
willing to make a stand against what was going on in his day. We also go back to Scripture as we seek to          
reconnect with God through Jesus. And THAT’S what we celebrate on Reformation Sunday, the last Sunday in 
October – a rediscovery of the Gospel of God’s love through Jesus, of Grace, and of real Faith.  

 

On this coming Reformation Sunday we’ll look at all of that again, now over 500 years later, and what it means to 
us today. We also plan a German Potluck and movie night that evening (see the article inside for details).  

 

We are heirs of what Luther accomplished by rediscovering Scripture, and we must not let that go. 

 
Blessings! 

Pastor Larry 

October 2022 



Join Us for Octoberfest on Oct. 30
th
 

2. 



Join Us on Oct 15
th
 

 
Musical Selections and Silent Auction 

Saturday, October 15th, 9:30am 

Samples of some of the items up for bid.—Scarves, , Jewelry, Talavera Pottery 

All women are welcome!   There is a freewill offering basket for the breakfast.   PLEASE 
RSVP—to the church office, or by signing up on the Invitation in the church narthex. 

The Westchester Lutheran Church Women invite you to join us for our upcoming Prayer, 

Praise and Pastry event. To make this a fun event for everyone, we are auctioning off 

beautiful accessories and art items… at very reasonable prices.  We want to make it 

affordable for everyone.  Items up for auction include scarves, jewelry, fine china/crystal,  

gift cards, and much more….most with starting bids between $2.00 and $5.00. (We will 

accept cash or check only.)  
 

In addition to our continental breakfast and auction bidding, we will enjoy lovely musical 

numbers performed by Donna Anderson, our talented WLC  organist.  

The proceeds from the Silent Auction will be donated towards the  
cost of the new security fence and gates.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

3. 



Donation Opportunity  

4. 



Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 

IT’S  THAT  TIME  AGAIN! 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox is a project of Samaritan’s purse that      

provides God’s love in a physical way to children in need around the world by 
packing shoeboxes in order to share the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

 

Please consider packing a shoebox.  Go to the office to get a red/green shoebox 
and a “What Goes in My Shoebox?” packet to help you in packing your shoebox. 

You will also get a “Follow Your Box” adhesive label to put on your shoebox and a paper for writing a 
note to enclose in your shoebox.   

 

( )

A “Wow” item (toy) 

Clothing/Accessories 

Personal Care Item 

Craft/Activities 

A Personal Note 

                       Above is a sample of a box.  

Remember to include $10 for shipping cost for every box. 

Questions? Contact the office 

 

5. 

Donna Anderson, a year-round 
volunteer for Operation Christmas 

Child (OCC).  

She presented about her             
experience during Chapel on     

Friday, September 23 and Sunday 
service on September 25. The 

presentations were Livestreamed 
and available to watch on our 

YouTube channel. 



Early Learning Center 

6. 

When I looked back at the Candle article  I wrote in September 2021...I thought to 
myself “we’ve come a long way!”   The heading for that article was “Almost There!”  In 
the article I  explained that we were waiting for the licensing analyst to come and 
inspect so that we could open and welcome young children onto our campus.   Two 
weeks later, we passed with flying colors, and our first little ones arrived– starting 
with 17 children.    

Now, one year later, our 5 classrooms are full,   with waiting lists for each age group.  
The children are happy, engaged, learning, and growing daily.   Our parents have 
expressed their satisfaction and happiness, and tell their friends.    And we were chosen as the 2022 Best Childcare 
Provider by the Home Town News!   

 

Thank you to the many of you who helped us get to this point by: 

• Donating funds to help us purchase needed equipment such as decks for our yards, playhouses, trikes, 
furniture, etc 

• Deep cleaning our kitchen 

• Painting our fences and Sepulveda wall 

• Help with gardening, cleaning and sweeping in preparation of Open House 

• Assistance with receptions following our musical programs 

October 2021   

ALMOST THERE! 

WE ARE FULL!  
October 2022   

A Thousand Thanks! 

We have added Music Classes for our 
3 and 4 year  old classes, taught by our 
own Mr. Tom Gerhold! The kiddos are 
loving it, and  this addition to our 
curriculum gives our parents even 
more value for their tuition dollars.   

Skittles—did you know that you can do 
a cool science experiment with them?   
The children discussed and came up 
with hypotheses and observed       
closely—what happens if we add     
water to a plate of Skittles?    



School News 

7. 

Oct. 9th: Chapel for TK-8th Livestream on our YouTube channel, 8:45 am  

Oct. 9th: Early Dismissal for TK-8th at 1:15 pm 

Oct. 14th: Chapel for TK-8th Livestream on our YouTube channel, 8:45 am  

Oct. 14th: Early Dismissal for TK-8th at 1:15 pm 

Oct. 14th: WLS Paint & Sip Mom’s Night Out, 6:30 pm 

Oct. 17th: Happy Birthday Mr. Vaughan! 

Oct. 17th: Picture Day-wear uniform 

Oct. 20th: Coffee with the Principal, 8:15-9:00 am 

Oct. 21st: Jog-A-Thon Kick Start at Chapel  

Oct. 21st: Chapel for TK-8th Livestream on our YouTube channel, 8:45 am  

Oct. 21st: Early Dismissal for TK-8th at 1:15 pm 

Oct. 22nd: Happy Birthday JJ! 

Oct. 28th: Chapel for TK-8th Livestream on our YouTube channel, 8:45 am   

Oct. 28th: Free Dress Day & Early Dismissal for TK-8th at 1:15 pm 

Oct. 29th: WLS 2022 Fall Fun Fair, 10 am– 2 pm 

Oct. 30th: Reformation Sunday & th-7th grade singing at worship, 10 am 

$75 Ticket Price includes appetizers, 
glass of wine, and painting materials. 
Water and soda are complimentary.  



Church Nursery & Sunday School 

 

Confirmation 

8. 

Commissions Meetings & Other 

Comforters & Operation Gratitude 

Garden Crew 

Saturday, October 1, 2022 

9:00-11:00 am 

All are welcome to join us in cleaning up our extensive 

landscaping! Bring your gardening gloves, pruners, etc. 

 

Life & Growth Commission  

October 2, 2022 

11:30 am in the Fireside Room 

 

Women’s Board  

October 9, 2022 

11:30 am in the Fireside Room 

 

Mary Circle 

October 11, 2022 

12:30 pm at Mary Robin’s House 

 

Rebekah Circle 

October 16, 2022 

11:30 am in the Library 

 

Council Meeting via Zoom 

October 27, 2022  

7:00 pm 

Comforters 

Wednesday Mornings 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Masted Hall 

All levels are welcome to join the ladies in making quilts.  

 

Operation Gratitude 

October 9, 2022 

2:30 - 4:00 pm 
Anybody who likes to crochet or knit to make scarves & hats.  

Will have patterns and instructions regarding color, size, etc. 

Infants and young toddlers are welcome!  

Following the Children’s Sermon children age 4 to 
3rd grade are invited for a simple Sunday School  

lesson in the Library. 
 

We are also in need 2 volunteers every Sunday,       
1 for the nursey and 1 for Sunday School.  

If you are willing to help one or more Sundays a 
month, please contact Shirley Becker,  

sbecker@wlcs.org   

Available to  

6th– 8th grade students 

Tuesdays at 7 pm 

Pastor’s Office 

 

If you are interested in            
participating send an email to 

kmartinez@wlcs.org 

All Saints’ Day– Nov. 6 

November 6th at 10 am 
We will take time during this worship service to 

remember those in our lives that have passed 
since All Saints’ Day of last year.  

 

Please email names of those you would like to be 
remembered to the church secretary,   

Karina at kmartinez@wlcs.org 

Or call the office and speak with her. 
 

Deadline is November 2nd 



Anniversaries 

 

Praying for Others 

Remember and honor loved ones past and present by donating 

flowers to beautify our sanctuary every Sunday.   
 

The cost is $35. You may pay online or mail a check to the 
office. If you would like to take one of the spots available 
please call the office (310) 670-5422 to get your 
announcement in the bulletin or email Karina, 
kmartinez@wlcs.org. Thank you! 

 

October 2nd 

 Given by Lore Buddeberg in celebration of the 
birthday of her granddaughters, Rebecca & Elizabeth  
Sautter (10/1). 

 Given by Colleen & Allan Fitzgerald in celebration of 
Sergio. Happy 2nd birthday to Sergio! 

 

October 9th 

 Given by Carol & Rod Sondreal in memory of sister, 
Kaycee and nephew, David’s birthdays. 

 Given by David & Leona Hiley in celebration of the 
birthday of daughter, Lisa Russo. 

 

October  16th 
 Given by Kathy Klein in celebration of daughter, 

Amanda’s birthday. 
 Given in celebration of the Oct.1st marriage of Joelle 

Rosser and John Openshaw by her parents, Robin 
and Debbie Rosser. 

 

October 23rd 
 Available! 
 Available! 
 

October  30th 

 Available! 
 Available! 

Birthday Blessings 

October 1 Rebecca & Elizabeth Sautter 

October 5 Lori Kozak 

October 6 Alan Johnson 

October 7 Lisa Russo 

October 8 Stephanie Shough  & 

  Micah McLendon 

October 9 Glen Kacena 

October 16 Diane Maeder 

October 17 George Vaughan 

October 22  Isabella Sautter 

October 24 Lisbeth Borré   & 

  Clarence York 

October 28 Peggy Guevara 

October 31 Carrie Eidsmoe 

9. 

Members & friends hospitalized, recovering 
from illness or surgery, or long-term illness: 
Todd Allen, Wanda Anckle, Sharon Bernard, 
Joe Brandt, Sandra Bray, Doris Brown, Rob 
Button, Ernie Cairns, Joseph Cohen, Ron Dell 
Craig, Tom Crotheis, Scott Crowley, Renee 
Davis, Chuck Duff, Margaret Eckberg, Ursula 

Fetzor, Linda Fleming, Cynthia Green, Vera Green, Amy           
Gustafson, Karl Homan, Lewis Jackson, Carrie Jones, Helen 
Jones, Barbara Loftas, Jennifer Long, Reggie Lucero, Alex    
Malandrinos, Johnny Manuel, Ida Manuel-Stovall, Katie Meyer, Britt  
Olofsson, Shawn-Michele & Michele Penman, E.J Ramsey, Angie 
Reichenberg, Annie Reynosa, Barbara Roamer, Juan Salinas, Mary 
Lou Schnitzer, Charles Seaberg, Faith Smith, Bill Snyder, Tanya 

Squier, Diane Tallman, Teresa Upp, Ruby Williams, Steve Young.
 

Condolences to: Family & friends on the passing of Arlene Hiller & 

the Stovall Family on Anthony’s passing. 
 

Members & friends serving in the military: Richard Appelhans, 
David Flick, Jeremy Manning, Donald Moe, Deane Stewart, and 

Kimberly York.   “Westchester Lutheran Church and School” 

 

WATCH SERVICES LIVE ON SUNDAY MORNING 10 am: 

 

Phone: (310) 670-5422 

Website: www.WLCS.org 

Office Hours: 8:00 am-4:30 pm  

Any questions about the Candle email Karina at    
kmartinez@wlcs.org 

Congratulations & blessings  

on your wedding anniversary!  
 

October 7
th 

 Anthony & Cyndi Widmer 

Flower Chart 

General Information 


