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It’s Good to Be Back! I think…  
In the nearly four years that I have served as your pastor, Shirley and I have had few 
opportunities for an actual vacation. I’m so glad we were finally able to make it happen. This 
particular trip had been deferred for a few years, but was intended to celebrate our 40th 
anniversary – which was in May of 2018. Needless to say, quite a few things got in the way of us 
making the trip! Even the destinations changed several times as we planned and re-planned and 
re-re-re-planned the trip. We finally settled on Germany (to see some Luther sites), Prague and 
Budapest.  

One of the highlights for me as a Lutheran pastor was going to Wartburg Castle in Eisenach, 
Germany, where Luther was hidden away for 10 months. Frederich the Wise, Elector of Saxony 
(and a protector of Luther), invited Luther to stay there under a kind of protective custody. 
During that time, Luther translated the New Testament of the Bible into the vernacular of 
ordinary German people. This was an amazing and dangerous thing to do – those in power in 
the church did not want the scriptures in the hands of ordinary people. What might happen if 
people actually read what the Scriptures said – rather than what the Church told them that it 
said?  

The attached picture is of the room called the “Lutherstube,” or “Luther’s Room,” and the desk 
is the actual desk that Luther did his work on the New Testament during his exile from the Catholic Church. It was really meaningful to be 
there and see where such a pivotal part of the history of God’s people took place! It is the written Word of God that informs all that we 
do as God’s people and the church. Luther made that happen, and that, more than almost anything else, reformed the church and 
brought it back closer to God’s intent for his people.  

Shirley and I have been thinking about doing a Reformation Sunday program (with maybe a German-themed potluck dinner again?!?) 
and showing some of our photos and videos of our trip. More to come on this –  

Why I wasn’t glad to be back… 
While we were gone, there was, as I’m sure you’re aware, yet another school shooting – this one in Uvalde, TX. This most recent mass 
shooting has really rattled many of us. What should we do? Hire armed security guards? Make the teachers carry guns (um, no)? 
Honestly, there isn’t much that can be done to stop such things – but we can address a significant shortcoming of our school and church 
facility.  

Right now, when the Sepulveda Blvd. gate is open (as it needs to be during the day for deliveries, church and school visitors, school 
parents, emergency vehicles, and so on), most of the school is not secure. Several of us have put together a plan that would involve 
adding a second sliding gate for vehicles and a video access gate for pedestrians on the Sepulveda side, allowing parking for visitors and 
deliveries, but still keeping ALL the classrooms and offices secure. We would also update our current sliding gates to allow for remote 
access by some employees’ computers or even smartphones.  

We have one bid as of now – and it’s about double what I expected – roughly $31,000 – for a new sliding gate, a new video access gate, 
and updated gate systems for our two current gates. We would like to get going on this as quickly as possible, so any donations are 
welcome!  Several school families have offered to assist in this, and we need church member participation as well. This will go a long way 
in securing our site, and will fix long-standing issues with homeless people entering the site, burglaries and break-ins, and other random 
drama that we have to endure here in the big city. 

Thank you so much for your support and participation in our ministry! 

Pastor Larry 

June 2022  



Coming in July... 

2. 

Join us on Fathers 

Day, June 19th,  

as we celebrate all  

the men in our lives.    

 

 

As a special treat...Dad’s Root 

Beer Floats will be served 

following the 10:00am worship 

service.!  Bring a friend—perhaps a man that is a 

special “grandpa” to your children, a 

close buddy, a neighbor down the 

street or a co-worker that doesn’t 

have anyone visiting him that day.  

All are welcome!  

Calling all Men! 

The Life and Growth board is planning an outing to 
the Hollywood Bowl on Saturday, August 13th.     
We will be treated to a wonderful concert—

Tchaikovsky with Spectacular Fireworks  

Tickets will be sold following services during the 
month of June, for $45.00 each.  (We have a limit 
of 25 tickets, so order soon! )  If you wish to take 
the Park and Ride bus, it will be $7.00. 

This is such an enjoyable way to enjoy fellowship 
together in the open air with glorious music, and 
breathtaking fireworks.  We hope you can join us!   

   

August at the Bowl! 

The Westchester Lutheran  

 traditional  

is being planned for the afternoon 

of Sunday, July 17th.  Mark your 

calendar, and look for more details 

in the coming weeks.   

Now Enrolling 



June 10th  is our end-of-the-year musical production, led by Mr. Tom Gerhold.  See below for details. 
 
June 28 and 29 are the last days of our 2021-2022 school year.  We will be celebrating International Mud 
Days playing in glorious mud!   (Wait until you see the photos!) 
 
June 30 and July 1 we will be closed to prepare our classrooms for new children and do some deep cleaning 
 
July 4 is the Fourth of July holiday 
 
July 5 and 6 are the first days of our new 2022-2023 school year!  We will welcome new children, and move 
the current children up to their new classrooms.   
 

 

3. 

Early Learning Center 

What’s Happening in June in the ELC? 

Jumping for Joy! 
Our children have been rehearsing with Mr. Gerhold, and are very excited about the 
new songs they have been learning!   They will be performing this musical program 
in the sanctuary on Friday, June 10th at 4:00pm.   It is a short program followed by 
refreshments on the patio.    

The congregation is invited to attend!  

Financial Need:  Can you help? 

Starting in July, we will allow parents into the center for drop offs and pick-ups.  Our Infant Room does not 

have it’s own entrance.  The parents will need to enter through another classroom, which will totally dis-

rupt and distract the children in that classroom every time a parent walks in.   We need to purchase a set 

of divider screens to block off an entrance to the infant room.   The cost for these panels is approximately 

$1,000.00.   If you are able to help us with this unexpected expense, please contact Shirley Becker at 

sbecker@wlcs.org, and she will  show you what is needed.   Thank you!!! 



4. 



5. 



CONGRATULATIONS! Anniversaries 

 

Praying for Others 

Remember and honor loved ones past and present by donating 

flowers to beautify our sanctuary every Sunday.   
 

The cost is $35. You may pay online or 
mail a check to the office. If you would 
like to take one of the spots available 
please call the office (310) 670-5422 to 
get your announcement in the bulletin 
or email Shirley at sbecker2wlcs.org. 
Thank you! 

 

June 12th 

 Available! 

 Available! 
 

June 19th 

 Given by Joan Ankle in celebration of Carol 
Sondreal’s birthday.  Happy birthday, Carol! 

 

 Given by the Bradley family in memory of Dick 
Bradley on what would have been their the 70th 
wedding anniversary 

 

June 26th 

 Available! 

 Available! 

Birthday  Blessings 

June 1  Justin Maeder & Mia Russo 

June 6  Ron Ebright 

June 8   Arlene Hiller 

June 11  Tom Gerhold 

June 13  George Guevara 

June 15  Ann Shough 

June 17  Marshall Ramirez 

June 23  David Sanchez 

June 24  Carol Sondreal 

June 25  Carla Cooper & Daniel Engler 

June 27  Odin Gunn & Jonathan Sautter 

6. 

Members & friends hospitalized, recov-
ering from illness or surgery, or long-
term illness: Todd Allen, Wanda Anckle, 
Sharon Bernard, Sandra Bray, Doris 
Brown, Rob Button, Ron Dell Craig, Tom 
Crotheis, Renee Davis, Ursula Fetzor, Lin-
da Fleming, Cynthia Green, Vera Green, 
Amy Gustafson, Arlene Hiller, Karl Homan, 

Carrie Jones, Helen Jones, Barbara Loftas, Jennifer Long, 
Reggie Lucero, Johnny Manuel, Ida Manuel-Stovall, Katie 
Meyer, Britt Olofsson, Shawn-Michele & Michele Penman, E.J 
Ramsey, Angie Reichenberg, Annie Reynosa, Barbara Roam-
er, Juan Salinas, Mary Lou Schnitzer, Charles Seaberg, Faith 
Smith, Bill Snyder, Anthony Stovall, Diane Tallman, Teresa 
Upp, Ruby Williams, Steve Young. 

 
 

Members & friends serving in the military: Richard Appel-
hans, Desobry Bowens, David Flick, Jeremy Manning, Donald 

Moe, Deane Stewart, and Kimberly York.   

It is such a blessing to help support our 
fellow members and friends with prayer.   

If you would like to join our prayer team, or have 
a prayer request, please contact the office 

(310) 670-5422 

Prayer Chain Ministry 

Congratulations & blessings  

on your wedding anniversary!  
 

June 1st - John and Ellen Moe 

June 12th—Rod and Carol Sondreal 

June 29th—Fred and Sandra Masted 

Flower Chart 

Welcome to baby Damon!    

Our church administrative assistant, Karina 

Martinez, welcomed baby Damon to her 

family,  (three weeks early!) .   Mother and 

baby are doing well.  We rejoice with her!  



Your Giving Matters 

7. 

Your financial 

donations are 

especially needed 

at this time.   
Please prayerfully consider how you can help 

us with our financial commitments.    
 

Ways to give include: 

 Mail in your offering to the  office.  

    In-person worship on Sunday morning -drop in the    

offering plate 

   Donate Online: (follow steps below) 
 

• Go to WLCS.org  

• Touch  Payments/Donations  

• Click on Church Giving/Offerings 

Special Service 

Life & Growth Commission  

July 12, 2022 

7:00 pm in the Fireside Room & Zoom 
 

Garden Crew 

The first Saturday of every month 

9:00-11:00 am 

All are welcome to join us in cleaning up our extensive land-
scaping! Bring your gardening gloves, pruners, etc. 

 

Women’s Board  

Sunday, June 12th, 2022 

11:30am in the Fireside Room 
 

Rebekah Circle 

Sunday, June 26, 2022 

11:30 am in the Library 

 

Mary Circle 

No meetings during 

summer 
 

Council Meeting via Zoom 

Thursday, June 30th 

7:00 pm 

Comforters & Operation Gratitude 

 

 

Phone: (310) 670-5422 

Website: www.WLCS.org 

Office Hours: 8:00 am-4:30 pm  

 

All services are in person & Livestreamed 

on our YouTube Channel & Facebook 

Sundays at 10:00 am 

               Westchesterlutheranchurchandschool 

Commission Meetings & Other 

Comforters 

Wednesday Mornings (except June 15th)  

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Masted Hall 

All levels are welcome to join the ladies in making quilts.  

 

Operation Gratitude 

June 12 

2:30 - 4:00 pm in Fireside Room 

Anybody who likes to crochet or knit to make scarves & hats.  
Will have patterns and instructions regarding color, size, etc. 

 June 12th   

8th Grade Recognition  
 

We will be honoring 
and celebrating our 8th 
grade graduates during 
the 10:00am worship 
service.   Join us as we 
pray for God’s blessings for  this 

graduating class.   


