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December 2021: Can We Be Thankful for a New Year? 

1. 

I’m writing this on Thanksgiving Eve, thinking about the service tonight, about tomorrow’s Thanksgiving meal with family, 
and also about the coming new Church Year. As I listen to and read the news, I find myself beginning to wonder if there’s 
much to be thankful for. COVID isn’t abating, and now we’re hearing that three shots are required (I predicted a year ago that 
this would be an annual inoculation added to our normal flu season shot), there are riots and looting, inflation is off the charts, 
gas prices seem higher than I’ve ever seen them, participants in a Christmas parade in Wisconsin (including the “Dancing 
Grannies”!) were run down… and that’s all just this week. How can we be thankful? 

Thanksgiving as a life direction is all two things: control and focus. Can we be thankful when we feel out of control? Are we 
consumed with worry and anxiety? By focusing on the positive in our life, and by realizing that we can trust God with         
everything in life, we can begin to experience freedom of heart and mind and be filled with Thanksgiving to God for what he is 
doing – even when things are going really wrong. That is key to the Christian life.  

Next Sunday is when the New Year starts with the season of Advent, a season of anticipation and expectation. The texts help 
us to walk with God’s people through the centuries as they wait on God and take to heart God’s promises for redemption. As 
bad as we sometimes think things are, we stand with God’s people throughout history, waiting for God’s deliverance and   
hearing the assurance that “God is with us.” This ultimately sees its fulfillment in the incarnation of Jesus, who is called 
“Emmanuel,” literally meaning, “God with us.” In this broken, sinful, and damaging world, just knowing that God IS with us is 
enough to help us stop focusing on and being controlled by the wickedness running rampant in the world.  
 

Handel’s Messiah Concert 

Near the top of the list of things missing again this year because of the pandemic is our annual Messiah concert. For 50 years 
this has been a part of our Advent/Christmas season celebration, and we again are unable to have this. Musicians and          
singers are concerned about performing in such close proximity to one another, and we were concerned that attendance would 
be negatively affected, so we cancelled again. The GOOD NEWS here is that we are featuring parts of the Messiah each week 
during Advent in the Sunday services! This week, our own Eddie Sayles will sing the lead tenor part of “Comfort Ye, My   
People,” and “Ev’ry Valley” from the Messiah. I am sure you will find this inspirational! 
 

Christmas Tree Lighting Service 

Join us as we celebrate the Light that God brought to the world through Jesus in the annual Christmas Tree Lighting service, 
Friday, December 3rd at 7 pm. Singing Christmas carols, followed by Christmas treats and fellowship in Masted Hall after.  
 

Advent Craft Workshop 

Christmas and Kids go together in wonderful ways, and we celebrate that with the beginning of our Advent Craft Workshop 
tradition on Sunday, December 5th, from 2-4 pm. Parents and grandparents join the children in making Christmas ornaments, 
nativity scenes and memories. See the article inside for further information.  
 

Christmas Eve Services 4:30 pm and 10 pm 

We’re again offering two services this Christmas Eve, both indoors (with normal COVID protocols in place). Celebrating    
Jesus’ birth and his Presence with us are core to who we are as God’s people. We continue with our livestreaming, but would 
love to have you join us in person! 

 
Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel! Advent and Christmas Blessings to All! 

 

Pastor Larry 



December Services 

2. 



Self Study 

3. 



Participate In Our Annual Toy Drive! 

4. 



Poinsettia Dedications 

5. 



Join Us! 

6. 



7. 

What? 

The children will be presenting a small Christmas program called  

Christmas is...For Me!   

When? 

Friday, December 10th from 6:30-7:00pm   

Where? 

In the sanctuary, followed by cookies in Masted Hall 

Who? 

All are welcome.  Please wear a mask. 

There is nothing more special during the holiday season than the gospel 

story told in word and song by precious little ones.   

We are welcoming 9 new children to the ELC in December!  We are growing, but still 
are in need of more children to fill our classrooms.  Thank you for sharing the word 
about our new center.  Please continue to tell young families in your circle of friends 
and neighbors to call and ask to set up a tour.  Also, if you have a Facebook account, 
please find the ELC Facebook page and “like” or “follow” it. 

 

We continue to look for experienced, educated teachers that follow our play-based     
philosophy.   Please pray that God leads  the perfect teachers to our center.   

More ELC NEWS 

What’s Happening in the Early Learning Center? 



Dec. 1st– 16th: Christmas Toy Drive, drop off at the office 

Dec. 1st: Book Fair at Barnes & Noble 

Dec. 3rd: Chapel for TK-8th grade Livestream on our YouTube channel, 9 am & Early Dismissal 

Dec. 3rd: Christmas Tree Lighting, 7:00 pm 

Dec. 5th: Advent Craft Workshop in Masted Hall, 2-4 pm 

Dec. 9th: Christmas Program TK-5th grade, 7:00 pm 

Dec. 10th: Chapel for TK-8th grade Livestream on our YouTube channel, 9 am & Minimum Day 

Dec. 10th: Early Learning Center Christmas Program, 6:30-7:00pm   

Dec. 14th: Happy Birthday Ms. Stephanie! 

Dec. 16th: Christmas Program 6th-8th grade, 7:00 pm 

Dec. 17th:  Christmas Chapel for TK-8th grade Livestream on our YouTube channel, 9 am & Minimum Day 

Dec. 20th-31st: Christmas Break 

Dec. 24th: Christmas Eve Services 4:30 pm & 10:00 pm 

School News 

8. 

Dec. 9th: TK-5th grade & Dec. 16th: 6th-8th grade 



Flower Chart 

Members & friends hospitalized,  
recovering from illness or surgery, 
or long-term illness: Todd Allen,  
Sharon Bernard, Dick & Marge     
Bradley, Doris Brown, Rob Button, Ron 
Dell Craig, Linda Fleming, Cynthia 
Green, Vera Green, Amy Gustafson, 
Arlene Hiller, Karl Homan, Helen 

Jones, Barbara Loftas, Ida Manuel-Stovall, Katie Meyer, 
E.J Ramsey, Angie Reichenberg, Barbara Roamer, Donald 
Rousar, Juan Salinas, Marie Schlaeger, Mary Lou 
Schnitzer, Charles Seaberg, Bill Snyder, Diane Tallman, 

Kathy Tank, Teresa Upp, Ruby Williams, and Steve Young. 

Members & friends grieving: Family of Donna Bartch, 

Family of Richard Baughman 

Members & friends serving in the military: Richard    
Appelhans, Desobry Bowens, David Flick, Jeremy        

Manning, Donald Moe, Deane Stewart, and Kimberly York.  

Anniversaries 

 

Praying for Others 

Remember and honor loved ones past and 
present by donating flowers to beautify our 

sanctuary every Sunday.   
 

The cost is $35. You may pay online or 
mail a check to the office. If you would like 
to take one of the spots available please 
call the office (310) 670-5422 to get your 

announcement in the bulletin or email Karina, 
kmartinez@wlcs.org. Thank you! 

 

December 5th 

 Given by Allan & Colleen Fitzgerald in thankfulness for 
God’s many blessings. 

 Available! 

 

December 12th 

 Given by Ron and Sharie Saqui in celebration of 
Mitchell's birthday. Love, Granddad and Nana  

 Available! 

 

December 19th 

  Available! 

 Available! 

 

December 26th 

 Given by Joan Anckle in celebration of Laura Downie’s 
birthday! 

 Given by Karina Martinez in gratitude to Laura Downie 
and all the work she does for WLC! 

  
Contact the office for 2022 dates 

Your Giving Matters 

Birthday  Blessings 

December  3  Jonah Sanchez 

December  8  Scott Chandler 

December  16  Ghita Giammalvo 

December 17  Erik Johnson 

December 19  Shannon McLendon 

December  21  Robin Rosser 

December  22  William Rydeen 

December  26  Chris Maeder 

December 27  Laura Downie 

December 28  Brian Zimmermann 

Congratulations & blessings  

on your wedding anniversary!  
 

  December 14
th 

 

      Chris Giammalvo & Kimberly Nowak 
 

  December 28
th 

 

  Brian & Lucinda Zimmermann 

HOW CAN YOU G IVE?  
 Mail in your offering to the    

office.  

 In-person worship on Sunday 
morning drop in the offering plate 

 

 Online: (follow steps below) 

 
Go to WLCS.org  

Click on Payments & Donations  

Click on Offerings/Donations 

9. 

PRAYER CHAIN  
MINISTRY  

If you would like to join, or have a prayer request, please 
contact the office 



10. 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

Council Meeting via Zoom 

December 2, 2021 

7:00 pm 

 

Garden Crew 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 

9:00-11:00 am 

All are welcome to join us in cleaning up our extensive land-
scaping! Bring your gardening gloves, pruners, etc. 

 

Life & Growth Commission  

December 5, 2021 

11:30 am in the Fireside Room 
 

Women’s Board  

December 12, 2021 

11:30 am at the home of Lisbeth Borré 
 

Rebekah Circle 

November 21, 2021 

Noon at Shirley’s home 

“Westchester Lutheran Church and School” 

Altar Guild 

The Altar Guild team was at work beautifying the 
sanctuary for Thanksgiving.  Soon they will be busy 
preparing for Advent and celebrating Christ’s birth.    

 

WATCH SERVICES LIVE ON SUNDAY MORNING: 

 

Phone: (310) 670-5422 

Website: www.WLCS.org 

Office Hours: 8:00 am-4:30 pm  

Any questions about the Candle email Karina, 
kmartinez@wlcs.org  

Commission Meetings & Other 

From Donna Anderson:  As a year-round volunteer for 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child, I want to 
say a personal thank you to all of the church members 
and the school parents, children, and staff who took the 
time and the effort to pack shoeboxes for children 
around the world.   
WLCS packed 142 shoeboxes, and I thank you so much.  
I worked this past week at the area drop-off location in 
Gardena, and the final count for the 8 days of collecting 
shoeboxes from people, churches, and schools in the 
surrounding areas was 12,064.  God bless you all for 
your help in spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
those who have never heard about Him. You have 
helped to deliver the Gospel and "bring salvation to the 
ends of the earth" (Acts 13:47). 


