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September 2021: September Is ALWAYS Exciting... 

1. 

… at least, for churches with schools! Our students were so happy to be back, and our staff was 

so happy, and everything went perfectly smoothly. Hah! It went as most first days of school go, 

with scheduling issues and people not knowing where to go, with anxiety about meeting new 

teachers and students, and all the rest of new school year drama. Add to that the                    

uncertainties of COVID, new rules to follow, masks to wear, social distancing to observe – and 

as I teased the kids, we have to get up in the morning and we have to out of our pajamas and be 

in public! As I said this in chapel this morning, I could hear the groans and see the heads     

nodding.   

 

We began the year with Chapel – a chance to be reminded of God’s love and care for us, 

and of the freedom we have in Christ to be loving, forgiving and compassionate people – 

and we got to sing some of the favorite praise songs. My hope was to set a tone for the 

year, and I think we’re off and running in the right direction.  

 

While we haven’t quite opened the Early Learning Center yet, as I write this there are two giant pallets of outdoor 

play equipment that are ready to be installed, hopefully, next week. The insides of the ELC are largely ready to go, 

and the teachers are getting their final  trainings in on how to use the iPads for class instruction and communication 

with parents. Really exciting stuff – but not quite ready to go live yet.  

 

Back to School Sunday is scheduled for Sept. 12th. This is the day we celebrate our school       

ministries and install Day School and Early Learning Center staff and teachers. We plan a 

small reception afterwards. We hope you can join us for this great worship service! 

 

On the church side of things, we have been trying to get the Comforters Quilting group back in action, and I hear 

that we’re moving that out to October because of COVID-related concerns.  

 

            Continue next page  



Continued... 

 

One thing I have missed doing is teaching Confirmation to the 6th-8th grade kids in our church 

and school, and I’d like to get that going in late September or early October. I am hearing that 

Sunday evenings are a problem for some families, so I’d like to find out what works better for 

families. We would meet normally once per week during the school year, and some have said 

that either Wednesday or Thursday evenings would work best.  

 

Bishop’s Installation Service 

Newly elected Bishop Brenda Bos is being installed at Angelica Lutheran Church in Los  

Angeles on Sunday, September 12th at 4 pm. I’ll be running the sound, video, projection and 

live-streaming for them, and will let you know where to tune in (likely the Synod’s YouTube 

channel). I’ve worked with Bishop Bos for a few years on various projects in the Synod, and 

she was really helpful for my last church, Trinity Lutheran in Hawthorne, as they sought a 

new pastor. It’s an honor to be supporting her in her installation service. Also, I get to order 

several bishops around… kidding… it’s fun to see the church function on that level.  

 

Blessings! 

Pastor Larry 

This is an ongoing project 

so anyone interested in 

crocheting or knitting 

scarves can pick up yarn 

that’s available at the 

church office.  

 

2. 

Operation Gratitude Operation Christmas Child 

Comforters in October 

It’s that time again! 

If you did it last year consider doing it again and if you 
didn’t, give it a try. Consider packing a shoebox for a 

child, won’t be sorry you did it! 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox is a project of    
Samaritan’s purse that provides God’s love in a      

physical way to children in need around the world by 
packing shoeboxes in order to share the Good News of 

Jesus Christ! 
 

Donna Anderson, a year-round volunteer for              
Operation Christmas Child (OCC), will provide more 

information next month.  

Below is a picture of what a packed shoebox looks like. 



Early Learning Center 

3. 

The Early Learning Center almost ready to open! Our hopeful opening is scheduled for September  
 

Thanks to all who joined us on Sunday to dedicate our newly remodeled facility to the glory of God.  We pray that 
many young families will be blessed by the safe, loving, and engaging environments that our teachers are setting up.   

 

I am happy to report that our play yard equipment has been delivered! Next week the 
installers will hopefully be here to install the climbing structures in three of our 
yards.  One will have a poured rubber surface under it.  The other two will have a shred-
ded bark fall zone underneath them.     
 

Also happening in our yards - a platform is being built in the south yard specifically for 
big block play and other group games.  And landscaping bender boards and sprinkler 
systems are being installed so that the children can experience nature in their 

yards.   Planter boxes will be added to the yards on Monday.  The children will enjoy planting seeds and watching 
them grow into vegetable beds….and eventually we will eat the veggies!  
 

A Facebook page has just been posted, and photos are being added. I encourage you to find and “like” the 
page.  https://www.facebook.com/WLCEarlyLearningCenter 

Also, please “Share “ the page with your friends, please!  We want moms and dads to hear about us….and social      
media is a good way to be visible.   
 

Many of our church members have been donating time to help us get the facility ready and looking sharp.  Thank you 
to the following for deep cleaning the kitchen area,  for painting the retaining wall along Sepulveda, and for helping 
with the Dedication.  
 

Kitchen 

Lisbeth Borré 

Carol Sondreal 

Donna Smith 

Laura Downie 

Jeannie Gariel 

Carol Sime 

Kathy Klein 

 

 

What do we still need?    

 Comfortable chairs for the Teachers Lounge/Resource Room  (good used chairs 
would be great.)  

 Old pots and pans and big spoons  for the mud kitchens in the playyards 

 Yarn  (knitters, we will take your leftovers!) 

 Sea Shells  (for nature tables, sorting, etc.)  

 Seed pods from trees  (again for nature tables)  

 Tree stumps  (If you have a tree removed from your property, let us know….we can use the trunk and fat   
branches in our play yards) 

 

Thank you everyone for your support!  
 

Shirley Becker 

Director 
 

Tanya Squier 
Assistant Director 

Painting –  

Ron Ebright 

Laura Downie 
Scott Downie 

Rod Sondreal 

Donna Smith 
 

Refreshments for Dedication 

Lisbeth Borre 

Carol Sime 

https://www.facebook.com/WLCEarlyLearningCenter


Sept. 1st- Teacher’s In-Service-General Meeting

Sept. 3rd: First Day of School-Early Dismissal  [TK-2nd grade: 12:00 pm, 3rd-8th grade: 12:15 pm] 

Sept. 3rd: Chapel for K-8th Livestream on our YouTube channel, 9 am  

Sept. 6th: Labor Day– No School 

Sept. 10th: Chapel for K-8th Livestream on our YouTube channel, 9 am  

Sept. 10th: Early Dismissal– Wear red, white & blue 

Sept. 12th: Back to School Sunday Worship Service, 10:00 am 

Sept. 13th: Hot Lunch Starts (Order online at choicelunch.com) 

Sept. 14th: Back to School Night K-8th grade, 6:30 pm 

Sept. 17th: Chapel for K-8th Livestream on our YouTube channel, 9 am  

Sept. 18th: Happy Birthday Mrs. Macedo! 

Sept. 19th: Happy Birthday Mrs. Talbert! 

Sept. 24th:  Chapel for K-8th Livestream on our YouTube channel, 9 am & Early Dismissal 

Sept. 29th: Free Dress (follow dress code in Student Handbook) 

School News 

4. 

Starting September 13th 

Order online at choicelunch.com 

Registration Code: Westchester 



Flower Chart 

Members & friends hospitalized,  
recovering from illness or surgery, 
or long-term illness: Doris Brown, 
Rob Button, Linda Fleming, Cynthia 
Green, Vera Green, Amy Gustafson, 
Arlene Hiller, Helen Jones, Ida Manuel-
Stovall, Katie Meyer, Angie Reichen-
berg, Barbara Roamer, Donald Rousar, 
Juan Salinas, Mary Lou Schnitzer, 
Charles Seaberg, Diane Tallman, Kathy 
Tank, Norman Truman, Ruby Williams, 

Steve Young and Michelle. 

 

Members & friends serving in the military: Richard Appel-
hans, Desobry Bowens, David Flick, Jeremy Manning, Donald 

Moe, Deane Stewart, and Kimberly York.  

Anniversaries 

 

Praying for Others 

5. 

Remember and honor loved ones past and 
present by donating flowers to beautify our 

sanctuary every Sunday.   
 

The cost is $35. You may pay online or 
mail a check to the office. If you would like 
to take one of the spots available please 
call the office (310) 670-5422 to get your 

announcement in the bulletin or email Karina, 
kmartinez@wlcs.org. Thank you! 

 

September 5th 

 Given by Lisbeth Borré in  loving memory of brother-

in-law Robert Borré.  

 Given in thankful celebration of granddaughter    

Sophia Gariel’s 10th birthday on September 7th, from 

grandparents Ed and Jeanne Gariel. 

 

September 12th 

 Given by Gloria Ward in loving memory of James on 

his birthday. 

 Given by Day School Commission for our teachers and 

staff! 

 

September 19th 

 Given by The Simpsons Family in loving memory of 

Harold Simpson III. 

 Available! 

 

September 26th 

 Given by Ida Manuel-Stovall in celebration of the 

birthday of Barbara Loftas. 

 Available! 

 

 

* Available October dates:  

 

* Available November dates:  

 

* Available December dates:  
Dec. 5th (2 spots), 12th (1 spot), 19th (2 spots), and 26th (2 spots) 

Birthday  Blessings 

September 4 Ronan Gunn 

September 6 Ian Dodenhoff 

September 8 Denise Sanchez 

September 11 Nicholas and Matthew Sautter 

September 15 Jonah Zimmermann 

September 16  Sandra Masted 

September 19 Robin Coffin 

September 20 Scott Downie 

September 21 Mirian Gilroy 

Congratulations & blessings  

on your wedding anniversary!  

 

 September 1
st
: Glen & Jerilynn Kacena 

 

September 8
th
: Kevin & Elisabeth Minihan 

 

September 18
th
: Stephen & Darlene Long 

PRAYER CHAIN  

MINISTRY  

If you would like to join, or have a prayer request, please 
contact the office (310) 670-5422 



Your Giving Matters 

6. 

Garden Crew 

Saturday, September 4th 

9:00 am 
 

All are welcome to join us in cleaning 
up our extensive landscaping! 

 

Commission Meetings 

“Westchester Lutheran Church and School” 

“Westchester Lutheran Church and School” 

HOW YOU CAN G IVE?  
 Mail in your offering to the    

office.  

 In-person worship on Sunday 

morning drop in the offering plate 

 Online: (follow steps below) 

 

Go to WLCS.org  

Click on Payments & Donations  

Click on Offerings/Donations 

 

Phone: (310) 670-5422 

Website: www.WLCS.org 
 

Office Hours: 8:00 am-4:30 pm  

 please wear a mask 
 

Any questions about the Candle email Karina, 
kmartinez@wlcs.org  

Life & Growth Commission  

September 7, 2021 

7:00 pm  

Zoom & Fireside Room 

Contact Laura Downie for information 

 

Women’s Board  

September 12, 2021 

11:30 am  

Fireside Room 

 
Day School Commission via Zoom 

TBA 

Contact Chris for information 

 
Council Meeting via Zoom 

September 29, 2021 

7:00 pm  

Contact Pastor Larry for information 

Women’s Bible Study 

Rebekah Circle 

September 19, 2021 

11:30 am 

Library 

General Services 

SUNDAYS,  10 :00  AM  

IND OORS & LIVESTREA M  
 

We are able to offer in-person worship services. Masks are 
required. We’ve got the pews marked off for social distancing, 
and we’re ready for you to safely join us in worship.  

WATCH LIVE ON: 


