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Teach children in the way they should go so when they are old, they will not depart from it.
- Proverbs



Table of Contents

Mission 5

Faculty 5

Philosophies 5
Teaching & Learning 5
Parent Partnership 5
Outside 6
Homework 6
Field Trips 6
Social Action (Tikun Olam) 6

Culture of Chesed (Kindness) and Responsive Classroom 6

Social & Emotional Education 7
Human Growth and Development 7

Assessments and Reporting 8
Early Learning Center 8
Kindergarten through 4th-Grade 8
5th through 8th-Grades 9

School Divisions & Developmental Milestones 9
ELC, Elementary, and Middle Divisions 9
Core Subjects 9
Developmental Characteristics and Interests 10

Early Learning Center Curriculum - Brigance Inventory for Early Childhood Development 12
Physical Development: Gross Motor Skills 12
Physical Development: Fine Motor Skills 16
English Language Development 19
Academic / Cognitive: Literacy 25
Academic / Cognitive: Mathematics and Science 30
Daily Living 33
Social and Emotional Development 37
Hebrew Language Development (in development) 41
Academic / Cognitive: Judaism and Midot (in development) 41
Pre Kindergarten Cambridge International Curriculum of Advanced Studies 42

K - 8 General Studies Curriculum - Cambridge International Curriculum 44
Language Arts 45

Kindergarten 47
First Grade 50
Second Grade 53



Third Grade 57
Fourth Grade 60
Fifth Grade 64
Sixth - Eighth Grades Text Selections 68
Sixth Grade 68
Seventh Grade 71
Eighth Grade 73

Mathematics/Maths 76
Kindergarten 78
First Grade 79
Second Grade 81
Third Grade 83
Fourth Grade 85
Fifth Grade 88
Sixth Grade 90
Middle School Mathematics 93
Pre Algebra 93
Algebra 96
Geometry 99

Science 101
Kindergarten 102
First Grade 103
Second Grade 104
Third Grade 104
Fourth Grade 105
Fifth Grade 106
Middle School Science Philosophy 107
Sixth Grade: Earth Science 108
Seventh Grade: Life Science 110
Eighth Grade: Cambridge Physical Science 111

Social Studies and  Cambridge International Global Perspectives 112
Kindergarten 114
First Grade 116
Second Grade 118
Third Grade 121
Fourth Grade 123
Fifth Grade 125
Sixth Grade 127
Seventh Grade 131
Eighth Grade: Cambridge Human Geography 134

High School Credits 137



K - 8 Hebrew and Judaic Studies 137
Dual Judaic Studies Tracks 137

Yahadut Track 137
Yeshiva Track 138

K - 5 Hebrew & Judaic Studies 138
Kindergarten 138
First Grade 139
Second Grade 140
Third - Fifth Grades 140

6th - 8th Modern Hebrew 141
Middle School Judaic Studies 142

Technology Education and Integration 142
Grade Level Technology Objectives 142

Foreign Language Lab / Spanish (7th & 8th Grades) 145
Beginner’s Spanish 145
Spanish 1 (High School Credit) 147
Spanish 2 (High School Credit) 150

K - 8 Extracurricular Learning and Experiences 153
Art (PS-8) 153
Musical Arts (PS-8) 154
Physical Play and Education (PS-8) 155
Executive Functioning and Study Skills (6th Grade) 156
Yearbook (8th Grade) 156
MS Electives (6th-8th Grades) 156

Experiential Learning 157
Field Trips 157
Middle School Journeys 157
Preparing for High School 157

Celebrating and Observing Jewish American Life 158
Holidays, Celebrations, and Observances 158
Tefillah - Prayers 159

Havdallah - Mondays 159
Shacharit - Tuesdays 159

PreKindergarten - 3rd Grade 159
4th - 8th Grades 159

Kriat Torah - Thursdays 160
Kabbalat Shabbat - Fridays 160
Additional 160



Mission
Hillel Academy is a community Jewish Day School. Its mission is to provide a superior education
that encourages a love of learning and a strong Jewish identity.

To achieve this mission, we stand upon three pillars:

● An excellent Individualized Education
○ So that every child may reach his/her fullest potential

● The development of a personal Jewish identity
○ As a community day school, our student diversity is immense and each family’s

relationship with Judaism is unique
● An inclusive Mishpachah (family) within our Culture of Chesed (kindness)

○ The partnership between educators, parents, and students is positive and respectful
○ Our community is inclusive so that all members participate, celebrate, and observe the

richness of Judaism

Our educators focus on academic, moral, cultural, and religious development so that Hillel students
become active and knowledgeable members of their communities and societies.

Faculty
Hillel Academy is proud of its dedicated faculty and staff. Many have been with us for years, even
decades.  Hillel educators strive to create an environment where students are encouraged to be
compassionate and motivated learners.   Hillel Academy only hires those with a successfully proven
track record.

Philosophies

Teaching & Learning
It is our philosophy that children are as diverse as the grains of sand found at the beach. Therefore,
Hillel Academy educators use the workshop method of instruction to individualize education for every
student.

Parent Partnership
It is our philosophy that students become the best version of themselves when educators and parents
work in partnership to help them thrive.



Outside
It is our philosophy that for students to perform at their optimum, students must have outside time to
move their bodies and get fresh air by way of free-play recess, Physical Education, and sports
programs.

Homework
It is our philosophy that homework develops organizational, independent, and study skills and
extends and reinforces concepts and skills learned in class. While it is encouraged that parents assist
their children minimally in completing homework it is suggested they provide ample space and time
for their children to complete their work. Students are assigned an average of 10-minutes of
homework per grade level Monday through Thursday, plus reading every day.

Field Trips
It is our philosophy that out-of-school and in-school field trips enrich the learning experience and they
should complement student learning.

Social Action (Tikun Olam)
It is our philosophy that when students serve the community, they become better future stewards of
our society.

Culture of Chesed (Kindness) and Responsive Classroom
Hillel Academy students will explicitly and implicitly learn and experience a Culture of Chesed
(Kindness) through the role modeling and teaching of a variety of midot (values). These values
include and are not limited to:

● Kavod (respect/honor)
● Chesed (kindness)
● Kehillah (community)
● Emet (truth)
● Tikun Olam (repair the world / making the world a better place)
● Tzedaka (charity/support for those with less or in need of support)
● Ahava (love)
● Limud (study & learning)
● Shalom (peace).

Partnering with our Culture of Chesed is the adoption of the school-wide culture program called
Responsive Classroom. The Responsive Classroom approach is a way of teaching that emphasizes
social, emotional, and academic growth in a strong, positive, and safe school community. Developed



by classroom teachers, the approach consists of practical strategies for helping students build
academic and social-emotional competencies day in and day out.

Social & Emotional Education
The school counselor provides social and emotional instruction in the classrooms throughout the
school year (in addition to support on an individual basis as needed).  Classroom instruction takes
place in various formats such as: class discussions, group work, role play, art activities, videos and
more.  The school counselor addresses (but is not limited to) the following social-emotional areas:

● Different types of feelings
● Ways to manage different types of feelings
● Empathy skills
● Healthy communication
● Conflict resolution
● Friendship skills
● Respect towards self and others
● Responsibility and Organization
● Teamwork and good sportsmanship
● Coping with feelings of stress
● Enhancing self-esteem
● Bullying, unkind behaviors, being an upstander

When death or illness impacts students, family members, or the school community, the school
counselor will speak with classes that are impacted. When coping with illness, the school counselor
will talk about the illness, how to provide support and how to take care of self/seek help when
needed.  The school counselor will also discuss death when appropriate, including the grieving
process, how to provide support, how to take care of self and how to seek help if needed.

After all classroom instructions/discussions, the school counselor communicates with parents either
via email or the class newsletters.  This communication provides information on what was discussed
and how parents can support their child at home.

Human Growth and Development
Puberty is a difficult time for children and we see our role as being purveyors of unbiased information.
Using local resources and compassion, Hillel Academy students in 3rd through 8th grades participate
in classes about puberty, the human body, and maintaining healthy and safe relationships.
Additionally, Hillel’s faculty and staff will assist families and parents with conversations if needed.



Assessments and Reporting
At Hillel Academy, we believe that standardized assessments given on a particular day is only a
snapshot of how well a student can perform on a standardized test and does not represent the whole
child.  However, the data collected does provide objective data that the school administration can
collect in its aggregate to understand overall student progress and information about overall teaching
and learning at the institution.

We also use a variety of reporting tools to provide broad and specific information about individual
students’ progress.

Early Learning Center
Brigance Inventory of Early Childhood Development
In order to individualize education students observationally assessed by both teachers and parents,
three times a year to determine their individual progression in a set of early childhood standards and
benchmarks. The teachers use the data from these assessments to determine students’ individual
progression and design classroom activities to support their growth.

Kindergarten through 4th-Grade
MAP Assessments
In order to individualize education, students take a brief reading and math assessment called MAP,
published by NWEA, three times a year to determine their individual reading and math levels. As
recommended by NWEA, the score reports are shared after the Fall and Spring assessments (and
upon request after the Winter assessment).  The teachers use the data from these assessments to
determine students’ individual education progression.

Progress Report Narratives
Teachers will write a short narrative about each child’s individual overall progress. The teacher will
share what is being studied in class and the child’s areas of strength and challenge.  While the
teacher may use this tool as a request for discussion with the parent about concerns, all teachers
communicate the need for discussion at any time in the school year.

Progress reports are distributed in months without report cards or parent-teacher conferences.

Report Cards - Standards Based
Hillel Academy is on a semester system and therefore writes and distributes report cards twice a
year; at the conclusion of the 1st and 2nd semesters. Through the 4th-Grade, Standards-Based
report cards are used to clearly articulate how students are performing against the grade-level
standards. Additionally, teachers write narratives about student progress.



5th through 8th-Grades
MAP Assessments
In order to individualize education, students take a brief reading and math assessment called MAP,
published by NWEA, three times a year to determine their individual reading and math levels. As
recommended by NWEA, the score reports are shared after the Fall and Spring assessments (and
upon request after the Winter assessment).  The teachers use the data from these assessments to
determine students’ individual education progression.

Progress Report Narratives
Your child’s homeroom teacher will provide you with a document sharing your child’s current grades
on Alma (online gradebook) and will add a note about overall progress and recommendations about
areas of concern.

Progress reports are distributed in months without report cards or parent-teacher conferences.

Report Cards - Grades Based
Hillel Academy is on a semester system and therefore writes and distributes report cards twice a
year; at the conclusion of the 1st and 2nd semesters. In order to transition students to the High
School reporting model, Middle School report cards use an A, B, C, D, and F grading system to share
student progress in the school year. Students and parents may inquire at any time with the individual
teachers about a child’s performance against grade level standards.

School Divisions & Developmental Milestones

ELC, Elementary, and Middle Divisions
Hillel Academy houses two school divisions in addition to the Early Learning Center: Elementary and
Middle Schools. Educators at Hillel Academy are cognizant of the developmental milestones and
abilities of students in each division and not only do they design lessons with this understanding in
mind, but Hillel Academy’s buildings, classrooms, and master schedule are also designed around
these principles.

● Elementary School: Kindergarten through 4th-Grade
● Middle School: 5th through 8th-Grades

Core Subjects
Hillel Academy’s core teaching and learning subjects include Language Arts, Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies (aka General Studies); and Hebrew and Judaic Studies.



A student’s school week also includes Fine Arts, Musical Arts, and Physical Education as well as
Spanish, Study Skills, and electives in Middle School.

Developmental Characteristics and Interests
Parents should note, as we do at Hillel Academy, that children develop at extraordinarily different
rates, they even do so between siblings! The guide below is just that, a guide, to better understand
developmental stages between grades and ages.

Kindergarten & 1st Grade (5-6 years)

Physical Social-Emotional Cognitive

● Enjoy long periods of free
play

● Developing hand-eye
coordination

● Enjoy small group
cooperative games

● May require rest after high
energy play

● Improved body coordination;
yet still can fall easily

● Eager to receive adult praise
● Enjoy dramatic play
● Eager to engage in new

activities/adventures led by
involved adult

● Eager to identify with older
children

● Enjoy exploring new materials
and equipment

● Can be easily frightened by
novel or strange events

● Prefer play in small groups
● Like responsibilities they can

handle
● Learning to cooperate with

others, but at times may
display selfish behavior

● Understand language better
than they can speak

● Are interested in present;
vague concept of past/future

● Eager to learn
● Ask many questions
● Define things by their use
● Developing a sense of humor
● Communicates best within a

small group of peers
● May need guidance of an

adult when starting a new
activity

2nd & 3rd Grades (7-9 years)

Physical Social-Emotional Cognitive

● Enthusiastic about games
● Experiencing improvement in

both gross and fine motor
skills

● Possesses a high activity
level

● Enjoys games that allow for
comparison of skills

● Enjoy games that allow for
self-improvement

● Have a strong drive toward
independence

● Develop a strong sense of
loyalty to friends

● Need to belong to a group
● Play with and are friends with

same-sex peers
● Like to take on responsibility
● Live in a world of games,

rituals and humor inhabited
only by children

● Like to have a best friend
● Have a rigid sense of right

and wrong
● Need help accepting peers

who are different or left out of
a group

● Like to talk; use language to
express feelings/tell stories

● Developing a sense of time
● Enjoy collecting things
● Enjoy problem-solving games

like treasure hunts
● Can plan and carry out

projects with adult support
● Becoming more self-directed
● Better able to understand and

appreciate differences of
opinion



4th through 6th Grades (10-12 years)

Physical Social-Emotional Cognitive

● May be careless about their
clothes, room, and body
cleanliness

● Girls may have a sudden
growth spurt and beginning
signs of puberty

● Enjoy physical activities that
master specific skills

● Enjoy competitive games
● Possess a high activity level
● Enjoy games that allow for

comparison of skill
● Enjoy games that allow for

self-improvement

● Enjoy small, peer-dominated
group discussions

● Like to join organized groups
● Are anxious to grow up
● Are intensely loyal to their

peer group
● Form a close one-on-one

friendship
● Have a growing desire to

assert individuality and
independence

● Can be daring and
competitive

● Can be critical of peers and
adults

● Are self-conscious of their
abilities

● Ask many questions and want
thoughtful answers

● Can often understand other
points of view

● Developing strong interests,
hobbies, and collections

● Engage in daydreaming
● Enjoy problem-solving games

and puzzles, etc…
● Enjoy rule-based games
● Are beginning to develop a

view about social/global
issues

● Beginning to enjoy humor by
telling jokes and
understanding sarcasm

7th & 8th Grades (13-14 years)

Physical Social-Emotional Cognitive

● May be appear awkward as a
result of rapid physical growth

● Experiencing the beginning of
puberty

● Differ greatly in rate of
maturation

● Need to become familiar with
changing body with strong
drives

● Tend to tire easily
● Have a high activity level and

appetite
● Enjoy cooperative games and

competitive sports

● Sensitive to their appearance
● Establishing a personal moral

code
● Unsure of their place in

society
● Depend on their peer group to

develop identity
● Critical of their parents and

home
● May adopt extremes and fads

in clothing, speech,
handwriting, and mannerisms

● Form close one-to-one
friendships

● Enjoy small, peer dominated
group discussions

● Have a strong desire to assert
individuality and
independence

● Capable of high level of
abstract thought

● Beginning to think about their
future life roles

● Need time and freedom to
engage in self-reflection

● Are able to postpone
gratification

● Can plan ahead and organize
tasks with little or no guidance
from adults

● Beginning to develop views
about social issues



Early Learning Center Curriculum - Brigance Inventory for
Early Childhood Development
At the Forman Early Learning Center, a Hillel Academy - JCC preschool, educators and parents
partner to develop children into the best little humans they have the potential to be by using a set of
individualized benchmarks for learning. These benchmarks develop skills in the following areas:

● Physical Development - Gross Motor Skills
● Physical Development - Fine Motor Skills
● English Language Development
● Academic / Cognitive - Literacy
● Academic / Cognitive - Mathematics and Science
● Daily Living
● Social and Emotional
● Hebrew Language Development
● Academic / Cognitive - Judaism and Midot (values)

These benchmarks direct the experiences taking place with each group of students.  The children
think they are playing and having fun with their friends and educators.  The educators and parents
know there is an entire backdrop of rhyme and reason for each activity in which the children
participate.

The benchmarks below are organized by skill, starting with those for our youngest children
and ending with those for our oldest children. Children develop in these areas at extraordinarily
different rates.  Three times a year, they are assessed by the ELC Director who shares the data with
the teachers and parents.  The teachers use this data to continue to drive learning forward in their
classes.

Physical Development: Gross Motor Skills

Physical Development: Gross Motor Skills

Standard Benchmark

Standing Gets to standing position without support

Stands on one foot with one hand held

Stands on other foot with one hand held

Stands on tiptoes momentarily

Stands on one foot momentarily (even if not balanced)

Stand on other foot momentarily

Stands on one foot for one  second



Stands on the other foot for one second

Stands on one foot for ten seconds

Stands on one foot for five  second

Stands on the other foot for five seconds

Stands on one foot for ten seconds

Stands on either food for 10 seconds

Stands on one foot for one second with eyes closed

Stands on other foot for one second with eyes closed

Walking Walks alone with hands high to aid balance

Walks without frequent falling

Walks well with hands low(at sides) and rarely falls

Walks erect with arms swinging

Walks sideways 2 steps

Walks backward two steps

Walks backward four steps

Walks backward a distance of 6 feet

Walks on tiptoes three steps

Walks on tiptoes four steps

Walks forward on a straight line distance of 6 feet

Walks forward heel-to-toe three steps

Walks forward heel-to-toe four steps

Walks forward heel-to-toe five steps

Walks up stairs, alternating feet, while holding rail

Walks down stairs, alternating feet while holding rail

Walks forward on a straight line heel-to-toe a distance of 6 feet

Walks up stairs, alternating feet, while holding rail

Walks backward toe-to-heel four steps

Climbing Creeps up stairs

Creeps down stairs backwards



Walks up stairs, alternating feet, with one hand held

Running,
Skipping,
Galloping

Runs , but not necessarily in a coordinated manner

Runs with flight phase * (nonsupport phase)

Runs well, stopping and starting with ease

Runs, leaning forward with most of the weight on balls of feet and with arms swinging
more at sides that outward

Skips on one foot

Gallops, perhaps with poor coordination

Runs 50 yards in 45 seconds

Runs 50 yards in twelve seconds

Skips, alternating feet

Jumping Attempts jump with one hand held

Attempts jump without hand held

Jumps with at least one foot leaving floor

Jumps off floor with both feet

Jumps over small objects

Jumps with both feet together (broad-jumps) a distance of 2 inches

Jumps four consecutive jumps

Jumps with both feet together over object or string 2 inches high

Jumps with both feet together a distance of 10 inches

Jumps forward 10 times

Jumps backward once

Jump rope three consecutive jumps

Jumps backward two consecutive jumps

Hopping Hops once on preferred foot, with one hand held for balanced support

Hops one hop on preferred foot

Hops three hops on the preferred foot

Hops five hops on the preferred foot

Hops one hop on other foot



Hops two hops on other foot

Hops five hops on preferred foot

Hops three hops on the other foot

Hops five hops on the other foot

Hops a distance of 10 feet on preferred foot

Hops a distance of 10 feet on other foot

Hops a distance of 50 feet on preferred foot

Rolling and
throwing

Rolls playground ball back and forth in a game while in sitting position

Hurls tennis ball(throws ball with very little coordination, perhaps does not release at the
right time, or does not follow ball visually)

Throws playground ball with both hands from an overhead position

Throws playground ball by holding ball above shoulders, using almost exclusively arm
movement, not changing in feet position and with little or no body rotation

Throws tennis ball a distance of 10 feet

Throws playground ball by holding ball behind head, with horizontal rotation of the body
and with feet stationary

Throws playground ball by holding both hands behind head, with body rotation and with
step a forward

Throws tennis ball a distance of 20 feet

Kicking Rolls playground ball by pushing foot against it but without using a backward leg swing

Kicks, flexing lower leg on backward swing with little or no movement of the arm in
opposition to the leg

Walks up to and kicks a stationary playground ball

Kicks playground ball with definitive backward and forward leg swing and with definitive
arm movement in opposition to the leg

Does a coordinated kick with good backward and forward leg swing, movement of the arm
(in opposition to the leg), and follow through

Does a coordinated kick with good backward and forward leg swing, movement of the arm
(in opposition to the leg) and follow through

Balancing on a
beam

Walks balance beam with both hands held

Walks forward using hands to aid balance

Walks balance beam with hands at side



Walks balance beam heal to toe

Catching Catches bounced playground ball by hugging it to body

Catches bounced playground ball with hands and chest

Catches thrown playground ball by scooping under the ball and trapping it to the chest

Catches thrown playground ball with both hands

Catches bounced playground ball with hands and chest

Catches thrown playground ball with both hands and arms extended

Catches bounced tennis ball with both hands

Physical Development: Fine Motor Skills

Physical Development: Fine Motor Skills

Standard Benchmark

General
eye/finger/
hand
manipulative
skills

Puts objects such as blocks into a container
Takes objects such as blocks out of a container
Grasps and releases objects easily and automatically

Unwraps loosely wrapped small objects

Holds container with one hand and releases objects, such as blocks, into it with the other
hand

Deliberately dumps or pours objects from container

Turns knobs

Imitates scribble

Turns reachable door knob to open door

Nests or stacks objects that are graduated in size

Uses one hand consistently in most activities

Moves fingers independently

Wiggles thumb in imitation

Folds paper in half, may be imprecise

Sorts dissimilar objects

Hammers nail holding happier near its head

Sorts objects of three colors



Sorts two shapes

Sorts three shapes

Sews through holes in sewing card

Sorts coins of two denominations

Folds paper diagonally and creases it

Sorts objects by composition

Uses pencil sharpener

Ties knot in string

Builds structure with blocks or other manipulative materials

Builds tower
with blocks

Attempts to build a tower

Builds a 2 block tower

Builds a 3 block tower

Builds a 4 block tower

Builds a 5 block tower

Builds a 6 block tower

Builds a 7 block tower

Builds an 8 block tower

Builds and eleven tower block

Builds a twelve tower block

Builds and eleven tower block

Builds a twelve tower block

Early
handwriting
skills

Attempts to scribble, strokes are not controlled and most go off the paper

Scribbles with crayon, strokes are not purposeful or well controlled and frequently lose
contact with the paper

Scribbles with crayon; strokes are purposeful or well-controlled so seldom lose contact
with paper

Holds crayon (or pencil) with fingers, perhaps incorrectly, with hand not fisted

Uses one hand consistently

Draws somewhat recognizable picture that is somewhat meaningful to the student, but
perhaps not meaningful to adult



Traces along vertical line

Traces along horizontal line

Draws, names, and describes a recognizable person

Grasps pencil correctly between thumb and fingers

Traces capital letters

Copies uppercase letters

Copies first name

Colors within lines

Copies forms Vertical line

Horizontal line

Circle

Copies a plus sign

Copies an X

Copies a square

Rectangle

Triangle

Draws a person Head

Eyes

Legs

Mouth

Arms

Hair

Nose

Head

Eyes

Legs

Mouth

Arms

Hair



Nose

Trunk

Hands

Feet

Neck

Ears

Shoulders

Cuts with
scissors

Places scissors on fingers and holds comfortably and correctly

Opens and closes scissors

Snips or makes small cuts in paper

Holds paper for cutting

Cuts five inch piece of paper in two

Cuts five inch line within ½ inch limits

Cuts triangle with two inch sides within ½ inch limits

Cuts 5 inch circle within ½ inch limits

Moves paper while cutting

Cuts 5 inch circle within ¼ inch limits

Cuts 5-inch curving line with ¼-inch limits

English Language Development

English Language Development

Standard Benchmark

Prespeech
receptive
language

Follows directions accompanied by conventional gestures

Understands the request Give Me …. Accompanied by gesture

Gesture in response to “where” questions

Points to familiar objects when requested

Uses consistent vocalization for objects (vroom for car, moo for cow)

Communicates at least 5 times per minute

Prespeech Points to objects to draw adults attention to it



expressive
language

Imitates sounds or words

Uses meaningful one word utterances

Initiates communication at least one time per minute

Waves bye-bye

Uses rising intonation of vocalizations to ask questions in pretend talking

Nods head for yes

Pretends talks with some real words

Answers simple questions using gestures and/or vocalizations

Combines gestures and utterances to make wishes known

Communicates at least 2 times per minute

General speech
and language
development

Says the word mama or dada with meaning

Says real words(at least one other word besides mama or dada)

Has an expressive vocabulary of at least 10 words

Calls at least one person by name

Responds with yes or no to questions regarding his/her wants or needs

Repeats phrases

Has an expressive vocabulary of at least 25 words

Uses two or three words in combination

Uses the word NO to indicate refusal

Uses subject predicate phrases

Asks for food when hungry

Refers to self by name

Uses words ending in s to indicate more than one

Uses words with the suffix ing

Uses personal pronouns I and me

At least 50% of speech in intelligible

Has a mean length utterance of 2 or more

Vocalizes toileting needs

Uses the words my and mine to indicate possession



Uses past tense

Asks simple questions

Has a mean length utterance of 3 or more

At least 75% of speech is intelligible

Responds to simple yes or no questions related to visual information

Uses possessive nouns

Uses pronouns to refer to others

Asks “where” questions

Asks “why” questions frequently

Speaks in sentences of at least two words

Speaks in sentences of at least three words

Knows first name

Knows last name

Uses simple sentences with pronouns

Answers “who” sentences

Uses negative phrases

At least 90% of speech is intelligible

Answers “why” questions

Asks “when” questions

Asks “how” questions

Uses prepositions (other than in, on)

Answers “where” questions

Uses irregular plurals (men, people, mice, etc)

Speaks in sentences of at least four words

Uses some conjunctions

Defines simple words

Asks definitions of words

Can describe differences between objects

Can describe similarities between objects



Participate in conversation by taking turns

Exhibits reciprocity and maintains the topic of a conversation

Uses words related to a sequence

Uses the words tomorrow and yesterday

Answers the “telephone”, takes simple message, and delivers it

Length of
sentences

Speaks using one word meaningful utterances

Speaks in sentences of at least five words

Follows verbal
directions

Follows one step directions

Follows two step directions

Follows three step directions

Move toward/away from

Place it in the center/corner of a square

Knows personal
information

gender

Age

Name of City/Town

Name of siblings

Birthday (month and day)

Names of parents / caregivers

Name of School

Teacher’s Name

Identifies
pictures (points)

Cat    Dog     Car

Apple    Key     Airplane     Man(daddy)

girl (sister)      woman (mommy)      boy tree          bird        cup

sock       pencil

Crossout those not identifiable:
Boat     Scissors     Kite     Wagon     Ladder Fish     Duck     Snake    Leaf

Crossout those not identifiable:
Owl    Nail

Names pictures Cat     Dog       Car



Apple         key         airplane          man (daddy)

girl (sister)      woman (mommy)          boy tree         bird         cup

Crossout those not identifiable:
Boat     Scissors     Kite     Wagon     Ladder Fish     Duck     Snake    Leaf

Crossout those not identifiable:
Duck     Snake     Leaf

Crossout those not identifiable:
Owl    Nail

Identifies parts
of the body
(points)

Eyes         Nose           Mouth        Hair

feet          ears          head       tongue teeth        legs        fingers       arms

toes        stomach      neck        back

Crossout those not identifiable:
Knees      Thumbs      Fingernails      Chin Elbow

Crossout those not identifiable:
Chest     Shoulder    Jaw

Crossout those not identifiable:
Heels     Ankles     Hips     Wrists     Waist

Identifies parts
of the body
(names)

Eyes          nose          mouth           hair

Feet        ears        head        tongue teeth        legs        fingers        arms

toes        stomach        neck        back

Crossout those not identifiable:
Knees      Thumbs      Fingernails      Chin Elbow

Crossout those not identifiable:
Chest     Shoulder    Jaw

Crossout those not identifiable:
Gray

Matches colors red         blue

Green        yellow       orange       purple

Crossout those not identifiable:
PInk   White     Black     Brown       Gray

Identifies colors
by pointing

Crossout those not identifiable:
Red        Blue       Green       Yellow        Orange Purple

Crossout those not identifiable:
PInk   White     Black     Brown       Gray



Identifies colors
(Naming)

Crossout those not identifiable:
Red        Blue

Crossout those not identifiable:
PInk   White     Black     Brown       Gray

Understands
directional/
positional
Concepts

close/open           front/back          in/out up/down

Behind/ In front of

Bottom/ top

Over/under

Low/high

Forward/backward

Away from/toward

Above/below

Center / corner

Right / left (of self)

Understands
qualitative
concepts

Big/little

Full/empty

Tall/short

Fast/slow

All/none

Long/short

Large/small

Thick/thin

More/less

Many/few

Classifies
objects into
categories

Crossout those not classified:
Animals      Vehicles      Clothing      Foods

Crossout those not classified:
Pets     Dishes

Crossout those not classified:
Numbers     Things to read     Fruits     Vegetables

Knows uses of Care          bed         chair



objects Stove            coat

Crossout those not known:
Pencil      Dishes      Book     Phone     Scissors Key

Crossout those not known:
Refrigerator     house     airplane

Crossout those not known:
Clock

Repeats
numbers

Repeats two numbers

Repeats three numbers

Repeats four numbers

Repeats four numbers

Repeats
sentences (with
picture stimuli)

Five syllables

Repeats a sentence of six syllables with picture stimulus

Ten syllables

Repeats
sentences
(without picture
stimuli)

Two syllables           three syllables          four syllables

Uses prepositions

Uses irregular plural pronouns

Crossout those not repeated:
Five         Six

Crossout those not repeated:
Ten syllables     Eleven syllables

Uses
meaningful
language in
context

Compares objects that are in the picture

Academic / Cognitive: Literacy

Academic / Cognitive: Literacy

Standard Benchmark

Uses meaningful
language in
context

Tells what is happening in the picture

Anticipates events in the picture

Uses time concepts in the picture

Response to and Turns a picture book right side up



experience with
books

Indicates a desire to be read a book

Says unique sounds or words at pictures in books

Has a favorite book

Repeats familiar phrases

Listens to stories when read to him/her individually

Looks at pictures selectively

Pretends to read to doll or action figure or self

Selects a book at nap time

Attends for 3-5 minutes

Turns stiff pages individually

When read a familiar book, points to a picture and tells what it is

Points to pictures of animals or common objects when requested

Points to and tries to make simple pictures

Notices mistakes made deliberately by reader

Asks to have pictures named

Understands open and close

Is interested in read-to-me books

Imitates phrases in a book with repetition

Protests when reader gets a word wrong in a familiar story

Asks questions about stories

Labels actions in familiar books (without hints)

Makes pertinent comments about stories

Talks about action in books

Takes part in reading by filling in words and phrases

Has several favorite books

Knows the front and back of a book

Talks about story characters

Talks about story events

Notices finger tracing



Sings songs or recites nursery rhymes

Knows parts of a book: beginning, middle, end

Knows parts of a page: top, bottom

Gains information from books about real things

Tries to read books from memory

Follows along in a book being read

Asks to have specific words read

Tells the context of the story but may confuse facts

Recognizes own name written on paper

Points to a picture that has been described

Describes settings (where or when)

Retells the story from a picture book, recalling at least two parts of the story (beginning,
middle, end)

Understands that English  text progresses from left to right

Trails words with finger

Turns a non-picture book right side up

Points to words as they are read

Retells a story with a beginning, middle, and end

Distinguishes between fantasy and reality

Talks about characters’ feelings

Anticipates events in stories

Identifies
common signs

Crossout those not identifiable:
Wait/Don’t Walk sign     Stop sign     Bathroom door sign     Danger sign     Walk sign
Bus Stop sign     Pedestrian Crossing sign
Handicapped Accessible sign     School Bus sign Fire Alarm sign
Wet Floor sign     Railroad Crossing sign     Exit sign     No Parking sign

Crossout those not identifiable:
Wait/Don’t Walk sign     Stop sign     Bathroom door sign     Danger sign     Walk sign
Bus Stop sign     Pedestrian Crossing sign
Handicapped Accessible sign     School Bus sign Fire Alarm sign
Wet Floor sign     Railroad Crossing sign     Exit sign     No Parking sign

Blends word
parts into one
word

Crossout those not identifiable:
Base + Ball = Baseball     Sail + Boat = Sailboat Cup + Cake = Cupcake



Crossout those not identifiable:
Base + Ball = Baseball     Sail + Boat = Sailboat Cup + Cake = Cupcake
Go+ing= going     po+ny= pony     spi+der= spider

Crossout those not identifiable:
Grand + Fa + Ther = Grandfather    Com + Put + Er = Computer
Va + Ca + Tion = Vacation    But + Ter + Fly = Butterfly
News + Pa + Per = Newspaper

Identifies
blended word
parts as words

Crossout those not identifiable:
Mail + Box = Mailbox        Pan + Cake= Pancake

Crossout those not identifiable:
Ta+ble     Pen+cil     Car+rot   Ham+mer

Crossout those not identifiable:
Butterfly = But + Ter + Fly     Newspaper = News + Pa + Per

Discriminates
beginning
sounds

Go-so     rain-rain      job-job       pig-big fan-van

Discriminates
end sounds

Sick-sit      red-red      bus- buzz     seed-seal pass-pass

Auditory
Discrimination

Crossout medial sounds not discriminated (long vowels):
Read - Road (not same)     Bake - Bake (same) Nose - Nice (not same)
Mane - Mine (not same)       Tune - Tune (same)

Crossout medial sounds not discriminated (short vowels):
Pet - Pet (same)     Bug - Big (not same)     Sack - Sack (same)
Stop - Step (not same)       Thank - Think (not same)

Visual
discrimination
forms

Line 1  (animals)
Line 2 (squares)
Line 3 (rectangles)
LIne 4 (circles)
Line 5 (triangles)
Line 6 (lines)

Visual
discrimination

Crossout lowercase letters not identified:
o      c      c     n     b

Crossout words not identified:
can     men     on     was

Visual
discrimination
uppercase
letters

Line 1  (LLOL)
Line 2 (AIAA)
Line 3 (PDDD)
LIne 4 (UUUV)
Line 5 (YXYY)

Recites alphabet Crossout letter of first mistake:
A     B     C     D     E     F     G     H     I J     K     L     M     N     O     P     Q     R S



T     U     V     W     X     Y     Z

Matches
uppercase
letters

Crossout mistaken letters:
A     B     C     D     E     F     G     H     I J     K     L     M     N     O     P     Q     R S
T     U     V     W     X     Y     Z

Matches
lowercase letters

Crossout mistaken letters:
a    b     c     d      e     f     g    h    i j     k     l     m     n     o     p     q     r s     t     u     v
w     x     y     z

points to
lowercase letters

Crossout mistaken letters:
a     b     c     d      e     f     g    h    i j     k     l     m     n     o     p     q     r s     t     u     v
w     x     y     z

Names
lowercase letters

Crossout mistaken letters:
a     b     c     d      e     f     g    h    i j     k     l     m     n     o     p     q     r s     t     u     v
w     x     y     z

Prints uppercase
letters in
sequence

Crossout mistaken letters:
A     B     C     D     E     F     G     H     I J     K     L     M     N     O     P     Q     R S
T     U     V     W     X     Y     Z

Prints uppercase
letters in
sequence from
memory

Crossout mistaken letters:
A     B     C     D     E     F     G     H     I J     K     L     M     N     O     P     Q     R S
T     U     V     W     X     Y     Z

Prints first letter
of first name

Prints first name

Prints last name

Prints personal
information

Crossout words not identified:
Age     Telephone Number     Middle Name

Identifies
pictures that
rhyme

Crossout those not identifiable:
Hat-bat      tree-bee      rock-sock       coat-goat star-car       chair-pear
Wheel-seal          snake-cake     fox-box       kitten-mitten carrot-parrot

Crossout words not identified:
Kitten - Mitten     Carrot - Parrot

Segments words
into parts

Crossout those not identifiable:
Backpack          bathtub        doorbell

Crossout words not identified:
Window = win + dow     Monday = mon + day     Pumpkin = pump + kin

Identifies
beginning
sounds

Crossout those not identifiable:
Sun       Bird       Fish      Pig       Van

Crossout sounds not identified:



/n/ = nose     /j/ = jar     /r/ = rake     /k/ = kite     /t/ = turtle

Matches
Beginning
Sounds and
Letters with
Pictures

Crossout words not identified:
B = bike, box     H = hand, horse     S = seal, saw M = mitten, mouse
W = wagon, web     F = feather, fox     L = lamp, leaf     T = table, tent
C = cart, camel     D = desk, dog     P = parrot, penguin     N = nail, nest
R = rabbit, rope     G = goat, guitar

Identifies
blended
phonemes as
words

Crossout those not identifiable:
Boat       hat      fish      rose       lamp seal        pen        mop       kite        bed

Crossout words not identified:
/b/ /o/ /t/ = boat     /h/ /a/ /t/ = hat     /f/ /i/ /sh/ = fish     /r/ /O/ /z/ = rose
/l/ /a/ /m/ /p/ = lamp     /s/ /E/ /l/ = seal /p/ /e/ /n/ = pen     /m/ /o/ /p/ = mop
/k/ /I/ /t/ = kite     /b/ /e/ /d/ = bed     /b/ /a/ /g/ = bag

Identifies
blended
phonemes as
words

Crossout words not identified:
/b/ /o/ /t/ = boat     /h/ /a/ /t/ = hat     /f/ /i/ /sh/ = fish     /r/ /O/ /z/ = rose
/l/ /a/ /m/ /p/ = lamp     /s/ /E/ /l/ = seal /p/ /e/ /n/ = pen     /m/ /o/ /p/ = mop
/k/ /I/ /t/ = kite     /b/ /e/ /d/ = bed     /b/ /a/ /g/ = bag

Reads basic
vocabulary
words

Crossout words not identified:
a     go     is     can     yes     my     do

Reads basic
vocabulary
words

Crossout words not identified:
run     so     of     fast

Academic / Cognitive: Mathematics and Science

Academic / Cognitive: Literacy

Standard Benchmark

Understands
number
concepts

Just one

One more

Crossout those not identifiable:
Two        Three       Four

Crossout those not identifiable:
Five      six       seven

Counts by rote
without error to

3           5          10           20

Compare
different
amounts

1 vs 3

5 vs 2

9 vs 4 (e.g. marbles)



8 vs 9  (e.g. stars)

Identifies shapes
(by pointing)

Crossout those not identifiable:
Circle       Square

Crossout those not identifiable:
Triangle       rectangle

Crossout those not identifiable:
Diamond

Names shapes Crossout those not named:
Triangle      Rectangle

Matches shapes Crossout those not identifiable:
Diamond

Sorts objects (by
size, color,
shape)

Sorts by one attribute

Sorts by one attribute like blue
Sorts by two attributes like large blue

Sorts by two attributes (crossout those not identified):
Large blue     Small circles

Sorts by three attributes (crossout those not identified):
Large red circles     Small blue squares

Recognizes
quantity without
counting

Crossout those not identifiable:
Three      five      six     eight

Crossout those not identifiable:
Eight     Nine

Solves word
problems using
picture prompts

Are there enough tennis balls so that each dog can have a tennis ball?
How many more tennis balls do we need so that each dog can have a tennis ball?
Are there enough caps for each child?
How many more caps do we need so that each child can have a cap?

Knows money Penny          nickel            dime quarter            dollar bill

Understands
time
knows time of
day for specific
daily activities
(morning,
afternoon, night)

When do you eat breakfast?
When do you go to bed?
When do you eat dinner?
When do you see the moon and stars?
When do you go to school?

Sequences Sequences five daily activities and tells time of day
(Example: I wake up and go to school in the morning. I eat snack and play at school. I go
home in the afternoon. I go to bed at night.)

Understands five
senses

Sight: We see with our ______
Hearing: We hear with our _____



Taste: We taste with our ______
Smell: We smell with our ______
Touch: We touch/feel with our _______

Distinguishes
between living
and non living
with picture
support

Crossout those not identifiable:

Boy     chair      yo-yo      tiger      baseball bat       goat      kite        woman

Matches
quantities with
numerals

Crossout those not identifiable:
2     1     4     3     5

Crossout those not identifiable:
7     8     6     9     10

Understands
ordinal position

Crossout those not identifiable:
First     Last     Second

Reads Numerals Reads numerals to:
5     10

Knows missing
numerals in
sequences

Names numeral missing from a sequence of three numerals. Crossout those not
identifiable:

1. 3, X, 5     2. 7, X, 9     3. 1, 2, X     4. 7, 8, X

Determines total
of two Sets

Crossout those not identifiable:
3     4     5     6

Knows addition
facts

Crossout inaccuracies of addition facts with sums to:
4     6     8     10

Tells value of
coins and dollar
bill

Crossout those not known:
One cent     Five cents     Ten cents     Twenty-five cents

Understands
time and reads a
clock

Differentiates between the little and big hands on a clock

Tells time to the hour

Tells time to the half-hour

Understands
weather
concepts

Knows what to wear in different types of weather … crossout inaccurate responses:
Snowing     Sunny     Raining     Windy

understands The
five senses

Names the sense used to explore a living thing or an object:
Sight     Hearing     Taste     Smell     Touch

Distinguishes
between living
and non-living
things

Crossout those not known:
Turtle     Box     Car     Pancakes     Airplane Fish

Identifies plants Crossout those not known:



and animals Grass     Lizard     Cactus

Daily Living

Daily Living

Standard Benchmark

Feeding/Eating Chews and swallows solid food

Controls drooling

Holds cup with both hands and drinks with assistance

Lifts cups/glass from table to drink

Holds cup/glass with both hands and drinks, without assistance

Returns cup to table after drinking

Asks for food when hungry

Manipulates spoon to “scoop” food

Takes spoon from plate to mouth with some spilling

Uses straw to drink

Holds cup with one hand and drinks

Chews with ease and rotary motion

Inserts spoon in mouth without turning it upside down, moderate spilling

Inserts spoon in mouth without turning it upside down, little or no spilling

Uses fork for eating

Spoon-feeds without spilling

Uses side of fork for cutting soft food

Uses napkin

Holds fork in fingers (not fist)

Uses knife for spreading

Uses knife for cutting soft foods

Undressing Cooperates in undressing

Removes socks

Assists in undressing



Removes shoes

Removes coat

Removes shirt

Removes pull-down clothing

Undresses self by may need help with pull-over clothing

Removes some pull over clothing

Dressing Cooperates in dressing

Assists in dressing

Puts on front-opening, sleeved garment if it is positioned so that arms can be placed in
correct sleeves

Puts on short-sleeved garment with opening in front (shirt)

Puts on long-sleeved garment with opening in front (coat or shirt)

Puts on front-opening, pull-up garment if it is positioned so that feet can be placed in the
correct legs

Puts on short-legged garment with opening in front (shorts)

Puts on long-legged garment with opening in the front (pants)

Puts on shoes (may be on wrong feet)

Puts on pull-up garment that has elastic waist band

Dresses with little supervision, except for help with difficult fasteners (sometimes clothing
may be on backward)

Dresses with little supervision, except for help with difficult fasteners

Puts on shoes (each shoe on correct foot)

Dresses self, putting all clothes on correctly and fastening all fasteners

Unfastening Unzips front non separating zipper

Unbuttons front buttons

Unties bows

Unsnaps front snaps

Unzips front separating zipper

Unsnaps front snaps

Unzips front separating zipper



Fastening Buttons large front buttons

Snaps front snaps

Zips from non-separating zipper

Buttons small front buttons

Buckles belt or shoes

Attempts to tie shoes

Zips front separating zipper

Toileting Is usually dry after a nap

Indicates wet or soiled diaper or pants

Has regular bowel movements

Begins to anticipate and communicate toileting needs

Anticipates and verbalizes/communicates toileting needs fairly consistently

Gets on potty by self, but may need help with clothing

Has bowel control (occasional accident)

Has bladder control (occasional accident)

Distinguishes between urinating and having a bowel movement and communicates each
need differently

Climbs onto toilet seat

Has firmly established toileting skills (rarely has an accident)

Pulls down pants when he/she needs toileting

Urinates without toileting assistance

Stays dry at night if toileted in evening

Attempts to wipe self

Cares for toileting needs, may need help wiping

Flushes toilet

Manages clothes adequately on own when toileting

Wipes self independently

Recognizes and acts upon toileting needs

Cares for toileting needs, may need help wiping



Flushes toilet

Manages clothes adequately on own when toileting

Wipes self independently

Recognizes and acts upon toileting needs

Totally care for toileting needs, including flushing toilet and washing and drying hands

Totally  cares for toileting needs, including flushing toilet and washing and drying hands

Bathing Cooperates in drying and washing hands

Dries hands, but may need assistance

Washes hands, but may need assistance using soap efficiently

Dries hands without assistance

Dries face, but may need assistance

Washes hands with soap without assistance

Washes face but may need assistance

Turns faucet on and off without assistance

Knows which faucet is for hot and which faucet is for cold

Adjusts water temperature with adult assistance

Dries face without assistance

Washes hands with soap without assistance

Washes face without assistance

Bathes self with assistance

Dries self without assistance

Grooming Willingly allows nose to be wiped

Begins brushing teeth, but may need much assistance

Wipes nose when asked to do so

Brushes teeth but may need assistance

Rinses mouth and expels water

Combs hair but may need assistance

Brushes hair but may need assistance

Brushes teeth without assistance



Combs / brushes hair without assistance

Wipes nose without verbal cue

Knows what to
do in different
situations

What do you do when you are (cross out those not known):
You are:    Hungry   Sleepy     Cold     Thirsty Sick
Cut your finger?
The room is dark?
Your hands are dirty?

What do you do when you are (cross out those not known):
Your shoes are untied?      When it is raining and you want to go outside?
What would you do if a stranger offered you candy?
What do you do when you want to cross the street?

What do you do when you are (cross out those not known):
See a house on fire?     Cough or sneeze?

Classroom
chores

Returns chairs to table if moved
Returns materials and toys to proper place after use

Safety Is cautious crossing the street
Can be depended upon to stay in a designated area

Knows what
community
helpers do

Crossout those not known:
Doctors     Librarians     Firefighters     Police Officers     Mail Carriers     Dentists

Knows where to
go for services

Crossout those not known:
When we are very sick?     To buy bread?     To buy milk?     To see animals, like tigers
and bears?     To buy clothes?     To buy medicine?

Social and Emotional Development

Social and Emotional Development

Standard Benchmark

Relationships
with adults

Shows interest in activities with others

Explores and returns to parent/ caregiver

Demonstrates pride in response to praise

Follows gaze of another person

Watches faces for emotional cues

Is warmly responsive to adults

Engages with an adult by doing an activity for five minutes

Demonstrates warmth when interacting with an adult



Meets and accepts strangers comfortably (in a known environment with safe
teachers/parents)

Interacts with adults respectfully

Responds appropriately to directions from adult

Shares feelings with adult when upset or sad

Shares feelings with adult when happy

Asks an adult for guidance when he/she needs help

Enjoys sharing information about self with an adult

Play and
relationship
with peers

Imitates actions of others

Begins to link objects to functional relationships

Takes favorite toy/object to bed

Initiates interactions with other students

Engages in play that extends beyond self--brushes doll’s hair, feeds doll, feeds mother

Engages in a simple game with others--rolling a ball back and forth

Engages in pretend play----pretends to eat, sleep or drink from a cup

Plays differently with different toys

Imitates environmental sounds during play

Imitates motions of an object

Begins to take turns

Imitates another student’s actions

Matches toys that go together in play

Plays alone in the presence of other students (parallel play)

Identifies self with students of same age and gender

Watches other students play and joins briefly

Imitates self doing something, such as crying or eating

Begins to play with other students with adult supervision

Uses a doll other toy to act out a scene

Is aware of and curious about gender differences

Engages in domestic make-believe play, imitating an adult activity for five minutes



Engages in domestic make-believe play, imitating an adult activity for ten minutes

Engages in domestic make-believe play, imitating an adult activity for fifteen minutes

Engages in domestic make-believe play, imitating an adult activity for twenty minutes

Plays simple group games, such as Ring Around the Rosy

Uses blocks or other objects to build simple enclosures such as pens or yards

Engages in small-group project or activity for at least 5 minutes

Shows preference for some friends over others

Forms a temporary attachment to one playmate

Engages in small group project or activity for at least 12 minutes

Usually plays cooperatively, but may need adult help

Prefers companionship of peers to that of an adult

Takes turns in play without adult supervision

Has several friends and maybe one special friend

Plays cooperatively with two or three students for five minutes

Plays cooperatively with two or three students for 10 minutes

Plays cooperatively with two or three students for 15 minutes

Plays cooperatively with two or three students for 20 minutes

Plays cooperative in large-group games

Motivation and
self confidence

Explores with curiosity

Opens doors or cabinets
Explores the environment

Shows a sense of self as evidenced by wanting less service and dependence

Shows pride in new accomplishments

Insists upon doing things for him/herself

Maintains interest when reading with an adult for at least 5 minutes

Begins to be aware of so-called good and bad behavior in self

Begins to be aware of so called good and bad behaviors in others

Seeks detailed explanations with frequent use of why



Maintains interest when engaged in small-group activity or project for 10 minutes

Is eager to comply with class rules and activities

Demonstrates satisfaction and comfort with self

Maintains a positive attitude during activities

Usually remains at a 10-12 minute task until it is time to finish

Transitions appropriately from one activity to another

Demonstrates independence  in learning activities and tasks

Likes to finish what he/she starts

Pushes for autonomy (wants to be independent like an adult)

Approaches new tasks with confidence

Prosocial skills
and behaviors

Helps put things away

Identifies self with students of same age and gender

Likes to perform for others

Describes social behavior using a variety of descriptive words

Reacts appropriately to change

Shows pride in new accomplishments and skills

Listens and Takes Feedback well

Demonstrates self-confidence

Demonstrates perseverance

Gives as well as takes

Discovers satisfaction from doing things for others

Shows concerns that playmates are not hurt

Performs simple errands

Establishes eye contact when interacting with peers

Establishes eye contact when interacting with adults

Greets adults and peers appropriately

Engages appropriately in conversation initiated by others

Refuses requests or activities appropriately

Is truthful when sharing information with others



Takes turns (with assistance)

Takes pleasure in doing simple favors for others

Volunteers to help a peer with an activity without prompting

Begins to show empathy for others

Participates well in group activities

Responds appropriately to criticism

Understands the need to share and take turns

Reacts to disappointment and failure in an acceptable manner

Ask adults for permission

Reacts appropriately to conflict

Asks before using another student’s toy or things

Offers apologies for accidents or mistakes

Hebrew Language Development (in development)

Hebrew Language Development

Standard Benchmark

Academic / Cognitive: Judaism and Midot (in development)

Academic / Cognitive: Judaism and Midot

Standard Benchmark



Pre Kindergarten Cambridge International Curriculum of Advanced Studies
The following standards and benchmarks have been identified by Cambridge to best prepare
students for the transition to a rigorous Cambridge International elementary school, like Hillel
Academy. These standards and benchmarks are already included in the standards and
benchmarks listed above that are taught in the Forman Early Learning Center, a Hillel
Academy - JCC program.

Language Arts

Standard Benchmark

Reading Developing awareness of sound structures in spoken words, e.g.
● clapping syllables
● recognising rhyming words.

Developing early reading skills, including:
● distinguishing text from pictures
● understanding that text carries meaning
● understanding that English is read from left to right, and from top to bottom
● understanding that one spoken word corresponds with one written word
● recognising own name
● recognising some simple words in familiar texts.

Recognising many letters of the English alphabet, and the most common sounds
(phonemes) associated with them.

Beginning to use knowledge of sounds (phonemes) to read single-syllable words with short
vowels, including:

● simple rhyming strings (e.g. pat, cat, sat, fat, hat).

Writing Developing early writing skills, including:
● forming some letters, e.g. using a finger in the air/sand, a paint brush, a crayon, a

pencil
● writing own name
● beginning to write some simple words.

Speaking and
listening

Making themselves understood in everyday situations, including:
● talking about self and everyday events (including present, past and future events)
● talking about own and others’ feelings
● asking simple questions
● using a range of simple vocabulary.

Listening and responding appropriately in everyday situations, including:
● answering simple questions
● following simple verbal instructions



● listening and responding to simple stories and rhymes.

Mathematics/Maths

Standard Benchmark

Number Develop number awareness verbally
● counting from 1 saying which number comes next and which number comes before
● as a class, chant numbers forwards and backwards
● singing songs that include numbers.

Recognise numbers from 1 to 10
● numbers around the school, at home or in the community
● counting objects
● counting things that cannot be touched e.g. sounds made using a drum
● ‘touch-counting’ a set of objects (understand that the last number counted gives its

name to the whole counted set)
● one to one correspondence
● share objects into two equal groups in a play context.

Recording numbers
● mark-making to represent the number of toys in a collection
● attempts at creating symbols to represent numbers.

Beginning to use knowledge of sounds (phonemes) to read single-syllable words with short
vowels, including:

● simple rhyming strings (e.g. pat, cat, sat, fat, hat).

Use beads or counters to make repeating colour patterns
● say what colour would come next in their own or others’ patterns.

Geometry and
measurement

Name and sort commonly found at school or home
● 2D shapes
● 3D shapes.

Use everyday language of direction and distance to describe movements of objects or self.

Compare lengths or mass of objects using words such as longer, shorter, taller, bigger,
smaller, lighter, heavier etc.

Name units of time
● days of the week
● yesterday, today, tomorrow
● morning, evening.

Statistics and
probability

Represent and interpret data using pictorial representations or concrete materials.



K - 8 General Studies Curriculum - Cambridge International
Curriculum
Cambridge International Education (CIE) prepares school students for life, helping them develop an
informed curiosity and a lasting passion for learning. CIE part of the University of Cambridge. It’s
international qualifications are recognised by the world’s best universities and employers, giving
students a wide range of options in their education and career.

As a not-for-profit organisation, CIE devotes resources to delivering high-quality educational
programmes that can unlock students’ potential. CIE’s programmes and qualifications set the global
standard for international education. They are created by subject experts, rooted in academic rigour
and reflect the latest educational research. They provide a strong platform for students to progress
from one stage to the next, and are well supported by teaching and learning resources.

School’s, such as Hillel Academy, adopting the Cambridge curriculum and pedagogy develop
Cambridge students who are confident, responsible, reflective, innovative, and engaged – equipped
for success in the modern world.

The Cambridge approach encourages learners to be:



Cambridge Learners Cambridge Educators

Confident in working with information and ideas -
their own and those of others.

Confident in teaching their subject and engaging
each student in learning.

Responsible for themselves, responsive to and
respectful to others.

Responsible for themselves, responsive to and
respectful to others.

Reflective as learners, developing their ability to
learn.

Reflective as learners themselves, developing their
practice.

Innovative and equipped for new and future
challenges

Innovative and equipped for new and future
challenges

Engaged intellectually and socially, ready to make a
difference

Engaged intellectually, professionally, and socially,
ready to make a difference

In the State of Florida, students who graduate from high school with a Cambridge diploma receive a
full Bright Futures Scholarship.

Language Arts
Cambridge Language Arts programme empowers learners in their application of English, and
encourages life-long enthusiasm for reading, writing and spoken communication. It develops
communication skills in English that learners can apply in everyday situations and in study. It also
equips learners with transferrable language skills for interrogating and producing spoken and written
texts, and working collaboratively. Together the reading, writing, speaking and listening skills acquired
through Cambridge Language Arts programme support learners’ overall intellectual, creative and
social development.

Cambridge Language Arts programme develops confident and inquisitive readers who enjoy reading
for pleasure, and are able to access information from texts and make decisions about its reliability.
Reading and discussing a wide range of texts with diverse themes, and from different contexts,
supports learners’ independent reading choices and their cultural, social and emotional development.
Learners develop speaking and writing skills that enable them to share their understanding, ideas and
feelings clearly and accurately in English. By analysing, evaluating and discussing spoken and written
texts, learners gain competence in adapting their communication creatively and effectively for
different audiences and purposes. Learners’ speaking and listening skills develop beyond simply
sharing and gaining information. They also learn how to listen and respond to others effectively in
order to achieve shared understanding or goals, and to express themselves creatively through drama.



Responsible – Learners take responsibility for their learning, including by choosing texts to read for
pleasure. They explore texts to further their knowledge and understanding of different topics, styles
and opinions, and to inform their own writing. Learners discuss ideas collaboratively and take joint
responsibility for completing group tasks.

Innovative – Learners apply their reading skills flexibly to a range of texts, extracting and evaluating
information. They write and speak clearly and creatively, making decisions about how to present their
ideas, including appropriate use of technology. In discussions, learners share and build on new ideas,
adapting flexibly to new ways of thinking.

Confident – Learners develop the reading, writing, speaking and listening skills needed to become
confident communicators. They analyse and evaluate spoken and written texts, communicating their
own ideas and opinions, and responding respectfully to the opinions of others. They experiment with
their writing and speaking, building confidence in taking risks and learning from experience.

Engaged – Learners are engaged readers, writers, listeners and speakers, able to understand and
communicate with English speakers around the world. They are curious about texts with different
purposes and contexts, both from their own and other cultures. They are keen to share their ideas
and opinions with others, including through sharing text recommendations.

Reflective – Learners reflect on and evaluate their own and others’ speaking and writing, identifying
areas for improvement and ideas to apply in the future. They develop the speaking skills required to
give feedback, and to discuss and refine evaluations. They reflect on what they have read or heard,
making connections with their own experiences and judgements about the reliability of sources.

Overview of teaching approaches

Cambridge Language Arts programme is designed to be taught using a broad range of activities that
promote experience, reflection and improvement. Wherever possible, reading, writing, and speaking
and listening are taught in an integrated way, rather than focusing each lesson on a single skill.
Lessons include regular opportunities for learners to explore and analyse, be creative and
collaborate. Grammar and punctuation are taught in context to provide learners with an authentic and



meaningful learning experience. It is expected that learners have some experience of responding to
and applying vocabulary, language and grammatical structures in everyday listening and speaking
before they are taught formally through reading and writing, and during it as well.

Kindergarten
Learners should read, write and talk about a wide range of different texts across each stage, including
texts in print and digital formats. The following texts are particularly recommended for Kindergarten:

● Fiction:
○ Genres: Simple stories including those with repetition and rhyme – traditional tales;

stories with familiar settings; stories with fantasy settings
○ Poetry: traditional rhymes; simple rhyming poems; poems on similar themes

● Non-fiction:
○ Recounts: recounts of personal experiences
○ Instructions: including those with information presented in lists and labels, e.g. recipes,

posters, signs
○ Information texts: including those with contents pages, headings and captioned images

● Resources:
○ Cambridge Press, Pen Pals for Handwriting
○ Cambridge Press, Primary English
○ Lucy Calkins of Columbia University Teachers College Units of Study in Writing
○ IXL
○ Reading A-Z

Reading

Word structure (phonics)
● Know the name of each letter in the English alphabet and the most common sound (phoneme)

associated with it.
● Identify the sounds (phonemes) represented by more than one letter (consonant digraphs; vowel

digraphs; trigraphs, e.g. th, sh, ch; ai, ee; igh).
● Blend to identify the sounds represented by adjacent consonants, e.g. br, nd.
● Read verbs with endings -s, -ed and -ing.
● Use phonic knowledge to read decodable words.
● Use phonic knowledge to sound out some elements of unfamiliar words.
● Begin to recognise a range of common words on sight, including common exception words.

Vocabulary and language
● Begin to show understanding of words and sentences encountered in reading.
● Use pictures in texts as cues to support understanding of unfamiliar words.
● Identify and record interesting and significant words from texts to inform own writing.
● Recite the alphabet in order.
● Explore sounds and words in texts, e.g. rhyming words, rhythm

Grammar and punctuation
● Re-read text showing understanding of capital letters and full stops to indicate sentences, and simple

grammatical links between words, e.g. [The girl] [is playing] with [her ball].
● Explore in texts, and understand, the use of full stops and different uses of capital letters.



● Identify sentences in texts.
● Explore in texts sentences that contain and.
● Explore in texts, and understand, the grammar of statements, including the importance of verbs and

word order.
● Explore in texts examples of nouns and verbs.
● Explore, and understand, the use of articles the and a or an in sentences.

Structure of texts
● Talk about the sequence of events or actions in a text, e.g. what happens at the beginning, in the

middle and at the end of a story.
● Explore and recognise the features of text structure in a range of different fiction and non-fiction texts,

including simple poems.
● Explore and recognise parts of a book, including cover, title and contents.
● Explore and recognise how texts for different purposes look different, e.g. different uses of pictures.

Interpretation of texts
● Read and explore a range of simple stories and poems, including identifying the contribution of any

visual elements.
● Identify the characteristics of simple stories.
● Read and explore a range of simple non-fiction text types.
● Begin to show awareness that different non-fiction text types have different purposes and begin to

identify their features.
● Explore explicit meanings in simple texts.
● Retell a familiar story verbally, including most of the relevant information.
● Identify the main characters in a story and talk about what happens to them.
● Find information by reading labels, lists and captions.
● Explore implicit meanings in simple texts.
● Anticipate what happens next in a story.
● Make simple inferences based on events in a text.
● Respond verbally to simple questions about texts read or heard.
● Answer questions about texts with some explanation of thinking.
● Show understanding of rhyme and repetition when joining in with reading familiar simple stories and

poems.
Appreciation and reflection

● Enjoy reading and hearing a range of simple stories, poems and non-fiction texts.
● Join in with some words and phrases when reading familiar simple stories and poems together.
● Read aloud simple texts independently.
● Talk about texts heard or read, including making links with own experiences and expressing likes and

dislikes.
● Begin to make choices about books to read or listen to for pleasure.
● Begin to identify how contexts and events in stories are the same as or different from real life.

Writing

Word structure (spelling)
● Identify the most common letter(s) (grapheme(s)) associated with each sound in the English

language.
● Identify letters (graphemes) for adjacent consonants (e.g. br, nd) and consonant digraphs, including

th, ch and sh.
● Relate rhyme to shared spelling patterns, e.g. rock, clock, sock.
● Explore and use plural nouns with endings -s and -es, and understand the effect on the meaning of a

noun of adding these endings.
● Choose plausible graphemes that match phonemes to write simple regular words and to attempt



other words.
● Spell familiar words accurately, including common exception words.
● Ask for support in spelling unfamiliar words and use spelling logs to support future writing.

Vocabulary and language
● Use vocabulary relevant to a familiar topic.
● Begin to use some formulaic language, e.g. Once upon a time …
● Use own lists of interesting and significant words to extend the range of vocabulary used in written

work.
Grammar and punctuation

● Use a capital letter and full stop to start and end a sentence.
● In more extended writing, end some sentences with a full stop.
● Use a capital letter for 'I', for proper nouns and to start some sentences in more extended writing.
● Write simple sentences.
● Use and to join words and clauses.
● Use articles the and a or an appropriately in sentences.

Structure of texts
● Develop a simple sequence of known actions or events, e.g. by ordering sentences and then adding

to them.
● Use simple organisational features appropriate to the text type, e.g. subheadings, labelled diagrams.

Creation of texts
● Begin to write simple stories and poems, including using the structures of familiar stories and poems.
● Plan writing by speaking aloud, e.g. saying sentences or describing a sequence of events before

writing them.
● Develop a short written retelling of a familiar story, e.g. by writing sentences to caption pictures.
● Begin to write for a purpose using basic language and features appropriate for the text type.
● Include some relevant information when writing simple non-fiction texts in familiar real-life contexts.

Presentation and reflection
● Develop a comfortable and efficient pencil grip.
● Form lower-case and upper-case letters correctly.
● Join some letters, including to support use of multi-letter graphemes.
● Record answers to simple questions about texts, e.g. in lists.
● Present text in a range of different ways, e.g. diagrams with typed labels, storyboards with

handwritten captions.
● Read own writing aloud and talk about it.

Speaking and Listening

Making yourself understood
● Speak audibly and clearly with familiar people.
● Provide relevant information, as needed.
● Use some relevant vocabulary to describe events and feelings.
● Show some use of non-verbal communication techniques.
● Show some awareness of the listener, e.g. by varying tone to engage them, by responding to their

non-verbal cues.
Showing understanding

● Listen and respond appropriately, including following a sequence of simple instructions.
● Ask simple questions about what is heard or read.

Group work and discussion
● Work with others in a group.
● Show understanding of the opinions of others.
● During a discussion, listen to others without interrupting.



● Take turns in speaking, expressing own feelings and ideas.
Performance

● Re-read sentences aloud with some fluency and expression.
● Recite simple poems, showing awareness of rhythm.
● Pause at full stops when reading aloud.
● Engage in imaginative play, enacting simple characters or situations.
● Make a simple personal statement in a familiar context.

Reflection and evaluation
● Talk about own activities, including what they enjoyed.
● Suggest how someone's non-verbal communication reflects their feelings.

First Grade
Learners should read, write and talk about a wide range of different texts across each stage, including
texts in print and digital formats. The following texts are particularly recommended for First-grade:

● Fiction:
○ Genres: Simple stories including those with repetition and rhyme – traditional tales from

different cultures; stories with familiar themes; stories by well-known authors
○ Poetry: poems with patterns in sounds and/or structure (e.g. rhyming, repetition);

humorous poems
● Non-fiction:

○ Explanations: including labelled diagrams
○ Information texts: including those with subheadings, tables, glossaries and indexes

● Resources:
○ Cambridge Press, Pen Pals for Handwriting
○ Cambridge Press, Primary English
○ Lucy Calkins of Columbia University Teachers College Units of Study in Writing
○ Words Their Way Vocabulary
○ Reading Eggs
○ IXL
○ Reading A-Z

Reading

Word structure (phonics)
● Identify common ways in which graphemes can be pronounced differently, e.g. how and low; hot and

cold.
● Read words with split digraphs, e.g. made, like.
● Read words with common prefixes and suffixes, including un-, dis-, re-, -er, -est, -ly, -y and -ful.
● Read familiar words quickly and accurately, usually without audible sounding and blending.
● Use phonic knowledge to decode unfamiliar words.
● Read multi-syllabic and compound words by segmenting them into syllables.
● Extend the range of common words recognised on sight, including homophones and

near-homophones.
Vocabulary and language

● Identify possible meanings of unfamiliar words encountered in reading.



● Identify and record interesting and significant words from texts to inform own writing.
● Use the initial letter to organise words in alphabetical order, and to locate words in simple dictionaries

and glossaries.
● Explore and comment on sounds and words in texts, including adjectives.
● Explore different ways of beginning sentences in texts, including using language of time.

Grammar and punctuation
● Show understanding of punctuation, including speech marks, and simple grammar when re-reading

text.
● Explore in texts, and understand the differences in use of full stops and question marks.
● Explore in texts sentences that contain and, but, because, if, when.
● Explore in texts, and understand the grammar of commands/instructions and questions.
● Explore in texts examples of nouns and noun phrases, including use of common adjectives and

simple quantifiers (e.g. some, most, all).
● Explore examples of pronouns in texts, including their purpose and how they agree grammatically

with verbs.
Structure of texts

● Talk about the sequence of events or ideas in a text.
● Explore and recognise the features of text structure in a range of different fiction and non-fiction texts,

including simple poems.
● Explore and recognise organisational features that help the reader to find information in texts,

including subheadings and labelled diagrams.
Interpretation of texts

● Begin to distinguish between fiction and non-fiction texts.
● Read and explore a range of simple stories and poems, including identifying the contribution of any

visual elements.
● Identify the characteristics of simple stories.
● Read and explore a range of simple non-fiction text types.
● Begin to show awareness that different non-fiction text types have different purposes and begin to

identify their features.
● Explore explicit meanings in simple texts.
● Identify and use the main events to retell a story verbally.
● Describe story settings and characters.
● Find information from simple visual sources, including tables and labelled diagrams.
● Explore implicit meanings in simple texts.
● Predict story endings.
● Make simple inferences based on what is said or done in a text.
● Answer simple questions from reading a short text.
● Locate relevant information in texts, including using a contents page.
● Answer questions about texts with some explanation of thinking.
● Talk about patterns in simple stories and poems, e.g. rhyme, repetition.

Appreciation and reflection
● Enjoy reading and hearing a range of simple stories, poems and non-fiction texts.
● Begin to read texts silently as well as aloud.
● Discuss texts read or heard, including giving reasons for likes and dislikes.
● Make choices about books to read for pleasure.
● Recognise that stories may be from different times and places.

Writing

Word structure (spelling)
● Explore and use different spellings of common phonemes, including long vowel phonemes, e.g. day,



rain, made, great; apple, travel, metal.
● Explore and use spellings of words with split digraphs, e.g. made, like.
● Relate rhyme to known spelling patterns, e.g. whale, snail.
● Use common irregular plurals, e.g. mice, sheep.
● Explore and use verbs with endings -s, -ed and -ing where no change is needed to the root, and

understand the effect on the meaning of a verb by adding these endings.
● Spell some words with common prefixes and suffixes, including un-, dis-, -er, -est, -ful and -ly.
● Explore and use words which sound the same but have different spellings of long vowels

(homophones), e.g. tail and tale, stare and stair, blew and blue.
● Use knowledge of phonemes and spelling patterns to spell a range of common regular words

correctly.
● Spell a range of common exception words accurately.
● Ask for support in spelling unfamiliar words and use spelling logs to support future writing.

Vocabulary and language
● Use vocabulary relevant to a familiar topic.
● In story writing, use a range of adjectives to describe characters and settings.
● Begin to vary sentence openings, including using language of time, e.g. Suddenly ..., That morning ...
● Choose and use interesting words and phrases, including to describe people and places.
● Use own lists of interesting and significant words to extend the range of vocabulary used in written

work.
Grammar and punctuation

● Use capital letters, full stops and question marks correctly in simple sentences.
● Explore and use commas to separate items in lists.
● Begin to include direct speech in writing, using a new line for each speaker.
● Write clear statements, commands/instructions and questions.
● Write simple sentences, and multi-clause sentences using and, but, or.
● Begin to write multi-clause sentences using simple connectives, e.g. because, if, when.
● Begin to use suffixes -s, -ing and -ed appropriately for present and past verb forms in sentences.
● Use simple quantifiers appropriately for the context, e.g. some, most, all.
● Use pronouns in writing, and ensure grammatical agreement of nouns and pronouns with verbs.
● Use common adjectives appropriately in sentences, including simple comparative and superlative

forms.
Structure of texts

● Write a sequence of events or ideas, including stories with a beginning, middle and end.
● Group together sentences relating to similar ideas.
● Use simple organisational features appropriate to the text type, e.g. subheadings, labelled diagrams.

Creation of texts
● Begin to write simple stories and poems, including using the structures of familiar stories and poems.
● Plan writing through discussion, e.g. talking about the setting and characters before writing a story.
● Include simple descriptions of settings and characters when writing stories.
● Begin to write for a purpose using basic language and features appropriate for the text type.
● Include additional information to develop some ideas when writing non-fiction texts.

Presentation and reflection
● Ensure consistency in formation, size and proportion of letters and the spacing of words.
● Know how to join letters and which letters are best left unjoined.
● Record key information drawn from a non-fiction text, e.g. listing key topic words.
● Present text in a range of different ways, e.g. diagrams with typed labels, storyboards with

handwritten captions.
● Read own writing to others and share ideas for improvements.
● Begin to proofread for errors by re-reading own writing aloud (e.g. sentence punctuation, verb forms).



Speaking and Listening

Making yourself understood
● Speak clearly and confidently with familiar people.
● Provide relevant information with sufficient detail, as needed.
● Use relevant vocabulary to describe events and feelings.
● Show some use of non-verbal communication techniques.
● Show some awareness of the listener, e.g. by varying tone to engage them, by responding to their

non-verbal cues.
Showing understanding

● Listen and respond appropriately, including recalling the main points.
● Ask questions about what is heard or read to improve understanding.

Group work and discussion
● Work with others in a group.
● Show understanding of the opinions of others.
● During a discussion, respond in a way that is relevant to the task.
● Take turns in speaking, adding relevant information.

Performance
● Read familiar stories and poems aloud with fluency and expression.
● Show awareness of speech marks when reading aloud.
● Extend experiences and ideas about characters and situations through role-play.
● Deliver a short presentation in a familiar context about a chosen object or event.

Reflection and evaluation
● Talk about own activities, including why they made particular choices.
● Talk about others' presentations, including what they enjoyed and why.
● Identify whether someone's non-verbal communication matches their verbal communication.

Second Grade
Learners should read, write and talk about a wide range of different texts across each stage, including
texts in print and digital formats. The following texts are particularly recommended for second grade:

● Fiction:
○ Genres: different stories by the same author; Myths and legends, including different

retellings of the same story; adventure stories, including real-life stories
○ Poetry: poems from different cultures; poems with different structures, for example,

shape poems, limericks
○ Plays: playscripts of traditional tales

● Non-fiction:
○ Recounts: letters, including for formal and informal purposes
○ Instructions: including for activities that can be carried out in the classroom
○ Information texts: including different texts on the same topic

● Resources:
○ Cambridge Press, Pen Pals for Handwriting
○ Cambridge Press, Primary English
○ Lucy Calkins of Columbia University Teachers College Units of Study in Writing
○ Words Their Way Vocabulary



○ Reading Eggs
○ IXL
○ Reading A-Z

Reading

Word structure (phonics)
● Identify less common ways in which graphemes can be pronounced, e.g. young, could; move, love.
● Read words with an apostrophe to mark omission of letters, e.g. can't, don't.
● Use effective strategies to read unfamiliar words, including using phonic knowledge, segmenting and

contextual information.
● Extend the range of common words recognised on sight, including homophones and

near-homophones.
Vocabulary and language

● Deduce the meanings of unfamiliar words from their context.
● Identify and record interesting and significant words, and synonyms, from texts to inform own writing.
● Use the initial two letters to organise words in alphabetical order, and to locate words in dictionaries

and glossaries.
● Explore and comment on words in texts that make an impact on the reader, including noun phrases

and adjectives.
● Explore and comment on how a writer's choice of verbs to introduce and conclude dialogue enhances

the meaning.
● Explore how different sentence openings are used for different purposes, including time, place and

manner, e.g. Later that day, ...; In the distance, ...; Slowly and carefully, ...
● Identify simple figurative language in texts, including sound effects and simple onomatopoeia.

Grammar and punctuation
● Use knowledge of punctuation and grammar to read familiar texts with understanding.
● Explore in texts, and understand the use of exclamation marks.
● Explore in texts, and understand the use of apostrophes to mark omission of letters in shortened

forms, e.g. can't, don't.
● Explore in texts, and understand similarities and differences between the punctuation of narrative and

direct speech.
● Explore in texts, and understand, the grammar and purpose of different types of sentences

(statements, commands/instructions, questions and exclamations).
● Explore in texts, and understand, the grammar of multi-clause sentences, including conditional

sentences.
● Explore the purpose and grammar of nouns, verbs and adjectives in sentences.
● Identify nouns, pronouns, verbs and adjectives in texts.
● Explore the different purposes of prepositions.
● Explore and identify past and present verb forms in texts, including irregular verbs.
● Identify common irregular verb forms in the past tense and relate them to the present tense.

Structure of texts
● Explore and describe how events or ideas in a text relate to earlier or later events or ideas.
● Explore and recognise the key features of text structure in a range of different fiction and non-fiction

texts, including poems and playscripts.
● Explore and recognise different ways that information is organised in texts, including paragraphs,

sections and chapters, and bulleted and numbered lists.
● Explore and recognise how sentence openings in texts establish links between sentences, e.g. Later

that day, ...
Interpretation of texts

● Understand the difference between fiction and non-fiction texts and locate books by classification.



● Read and explore a range of fiction genres, poems and playscripts, including identifying the
contribution of any visual elements or multimedia.

● Identify, discuss and compare different fiction genres and their typical characteristics.
● Read and explore a range of non-fiction text types.
● Identify, discuss and compare the purposes and features of different non-fiction text types, including

how texts engage the reader.
● Explore explicit meanings in a range of texts.
● Identify the main points or gist from reading a text.
● Explain how settings and characters are developed in a story.
● Follow written instructions to carry out an activity.
● Explore implicit meanings in a range of texts.
● Predict story endings based on knowledge of other stories.
● Make inferences from texts, including about the feelings, thoughts and motives of story characters.
● Begin to distinguish between fact and opinion in texts.
● Scan a text to find and use specific information to answer a question.
● Locate relevant information in texts, including using an index.
● Answer questions with some reference to single points in a text.
● Recognise the theme of a text, and common themes in different texts.

Appreciation and reflection
● Enjoy independent and shared reading of fiction genres, poems, playscripts and non-fiction texts.
● Read texts silently.
● Share a review of a text, summarising what it is about and expressing opinions about it.
● Make choices about books to read for pleasure, including based on blurbs and reviews.
● Compare different retellings of the same story, including the influence of when and where they were

written (e.g. myths and legends).

Writing

Word structure (spelling)
● Explore and use common ways in which consonant phonemes can be represented, e.g. jar, giraffe,

age, bridge; cat, kitten, brick.
● Use recognition of long and short vowel sounds and spelling rules to add -s, -ed and -ing to verbs,

including omitting -e before -ing, and doubling consonants where necessary.
● Spell words with a range of common prefixes and suffixes, including re-, in-, -ment, -ness and -less.
● Spell common homophones correctly to match their meaning, including to, two, too and right, write.
● Use effective strategies, including spelling patterns, visual memory, mnemonics and segmenting, to

spell some unfamiliar regular and exception words correctly (including for compound words).
● Use paper-based and on-screen tools to find the correct spelling of words; keep and use spelling logs

of misspelt words, and identify words that need to be learned.
Vocabulary and language

● Use specialised vocabulary accurately to match a familiar topic.
● Explore and use synonyms for high frequency words, e.g. big, little, good.
● Explore and use different verbs for introducing and concluding dialogue, e.g. said, asked.
● Use a variety of sentence openings, including using language of time, place and manner, e.g. Later

that day, ...; In the distance, ...; Slowly and carefully, ...
● Choose and use words and phrases (including noun phrases) to strengthen the impact of writing.
● Use simple figurative language, including sound effects and simple onomatopoeia.
● Use own lists of interesting and significant words, dictionaries and thesauruses to extend the range of

vocabulary used in written work.
Grammar and punctuation

● Use full stops, question marks and exclamation marks correctly in different types of sentences.



● Use apostrophes to mark omission of letters in shortened forms, e.g. can’t, don’t.
● Use speech marks to punctuate direct speech.
● Use different types of sentences and their grammar appropriately (statements,

commands/instructions, questions and exclamations).
● Write multi-clause sentences using simple connectives of time, place and cause.
● Use regular present and past verb forms accurately and consistently across a text.
● Use common irregular verb forms accurately in the past tense.
● Use a range of prepositions accurately.

Structure of texts
● Write a logical sequence of events or ideas, e.g. to develop the plot of a story.
● Begin to organise similar ideas in paragraphs and sections.
● Use sentence openings that establish links between ideas in different sentences, e.g. Later that day,

...
● Use organisational features appropriate to the text type, e.g. bulleted and numbered lists.

Creation of texts
● Develop creative writing in a range of different genres of fiction and types of poems.
● Plan and record main points and ideas before writing.
● Develop descriptions of settings and characters when writing stories.
● Write a simple playscript based on a given narrative.
● Develop writing for a purpose using language and features appropriate for a range of text types.
● Develop writing of a range of text types for a specified audience, using appropriate content and

language.
Presentation and reflection

● Begin to write legibly and fluently.
● Complete a table or diagram to record information drawn from a text.
● Explore and use different ways of laying out and presenting texts to suit the purpose and audience

(handwritten, printed and onscreen).
● Evaluate own and others’ writing, suggesting improvements for sense, accuracy and content.
● Proofread for grammar, spelling and punctuation errors, and make corrections, including using

on-screen tools.

Speaking and Listening

Making yourself understood
● Speak fluently and confidently in a range of familiar contexts.
● Select appropriate information, with appropriate detail, as needed.
● Use vocabulary appropriate to the situation.
● Use non-verbal communication techniques for different purposes.
● Show awareness of an audience, e.g. by adapting language and tone to engage them.

Showing understanding
● Listen and respond appropriately, including following a sequence of instructions to carry out an

activity.
● Ask questions about what is heard or read that demonstrate understanding of the main points.

Group work and discussion
● Begin to take an assigned role within a group.
● Respond politely to another point of view with a personal point of view.
● Extend a discussion by contributing relevant comments.
● Take turns in a discussion, acknowledging what others have said.

Performance
● Read aloud with expression appropriate to the meaning and sound of the words.
● Show awareness of different voices when reading aloud.



● Use knowledge of punctuation and grammar to read familiar texts with accuracy.
● Use speech, gesture and movement to create a character in drama.
● Plan and deliver a presentation independently on a familiar subject in a familiar context.

Reflection and evaluation
● Begin to evaluate own and others' talk, including what went well and what could be improved next

time.
● Begin to comment on the ways that meaning can be expressed verbally and non-verbally in different

contexts.

Third Grade
Learners should read, write and talk about a wide range of different texts across each stage, including
texts in print and digital formats. The following texts are particularly recommended for third grade:

● Fiction:
○ Genres: historical stories; fantasy stories; stories about issues and dilemmas
○ Poetry: poems from different times and cultures; poems that use simple imagery
○ Plays: playscripts that show a range of dramatic conventions, e.g. information to set the

scene, stage directions, different acts
● Non-fiction:

○ Recounts: news and magazine articles; diary entries
○ Explanations: in a range of different formats
○ Persuasive texts: adverts

● Resources:
● Cambridge Press, Pen Pals for Handwriting
● Cambridge Press, Primary English
● Lucy Calkins of Columbia University Teachers College Units of Study in Writing
● IXL
● Sadlier-Oxford Grammar Workshop
● Novels are student driven good fit book choices and may include titles such as Third

Grade Angels, Lemonade War, Bunnicula, Ramona Quimby Age 8, Lions at Lunchtime,
etc…

Reading

Word structure (phonics)
● Use effective strategies to read unfamiliar words accurately and confidently, including using phonic,

morphological and grammatical knowledge, segmenting and contextual information.
● Identify stressed and unstressed syllables in multisyllabic words.
● Extend the range of common words recognised on sight, including homophones and

near-homophones.
Vocabulary and language

● Use context to suggest synonyms for unfamiliar words.
● Explore words with common roots and compare their meanings.
● Identify and record interesting and significant words, and synonyms, from texts to inform own writing.
● Use as many initial letters as necessary to organise words in alphabetical order, and to locate words



in dictionaries and glossaries.
● Explore and comment on how a writer's choice of words, including verbs, strengthens the impact on

the reader, e.g. rushed instead of went.
● Explore and comment on how a writer's choice of words, including adjectives and adverbs, enhances

the meaning (shades of meaning).
● Identify and recognise meaning of figurative language in texts, including alliteration and similes, e.g.

as ... as ...
● Comment on the impact of figurative language in texts, including alliteration and similes.

Grammar and punctuation
● Use knowledge of punctuation and grammar to read unfamiliar texts with understanding.
● Explore in texts, and understand the use of commas and apostrophes.
● Explore in texts, and understand the standard layout and punctuation of direct speech.
● Explore in texts the use of different connectives in multi-clause sentences.
● Identify connectives in texts.
● Explore in texts a range of examples of quantifiers, e.g. either, neither, both.
● Explore in texts examples of adverbs and adverbial phrases, including their purposes.
● Identify adverbs in texts.
● Explore and understand how past, present and future verb forms are used in texts.
● Explore in texts, and understand subject-verb agreement.

Structure of texts
● Explore and describe the main stages in a text from introduction to conclusion.
● Explore and recognise the key features of text structure in a range of different fiction and non-fiction

texts, including poems and playscripts.
● Explore and recognise how ideas are organised in paragraphs and sections.
● Explore and recognise how points are sequenced and linked to develop ideas within and between

paragraphs.
Interpretation of texts

● Understand the difference between fiction and non-fiction texts and locate books by classification.
● Read and explore a range of fiction genres, poems and playscripts, including identifying the

contribution of any visual elements or multimedia.
● Identify, discuss and compare different fiction genres and their typical characteristics.
● Read and explore a range of non-fiction text types.
● Identify, discuss and compare the purposes and features of different non-fiction text types, including

how texts persuade the reader.
● Explore explicit meanings in a range of texts.
● Identify key words and phrases that establish the main points in a text.
● Explain how settings and characters are developed, identifying key words and phrases from the story.
● Explore implicit meanings in a range of texts.
● Predict what happens next in a story based on previous events in the story.
● Make inferences from texts, including about story settings and characters.
● Begin to distinguish between fact and opinion in texts.
● Skim to gain an overall sense of a text.
● Locate and use relevant information from a text to answer questions.
● Answer questions with some reference to single points in a text.
● Recognise, compare and contrast the themes and features of texts.
● Identify the viewpoint from which a story is told.

Appreciation and reflection
● Enjoy independent and shared reading of fiction genres, poems, playscripts and non-fiction texts.
● Express personal responses to texts, including linking characters, settings and events to personal

experience.
● Develop preferences about favourite books and share recommendations with others.
● Comment on how fiction reflects the time or context in which it is set.



Writing

Word structure (spelling)
● Explore and use silent letters (e.g. knife, lamb) and different spellings of words with vowel phonemes

(e.g. short vowel phonemes: umbrella, young and love ('o' before 'v'); long vowel phonemes after 'w':
want, war, water, word).

● Explore and use spelling patterns for pluralisation, including -s, -es, -y/-ies and -f/-ves.
● Spell words with a range of common prefixes and suffixes, including trans-, pre-, -ion, -ation and -ous.
● Explore and build words with related roots and meanings, e.g. medical, medicine; sign, signal,

signature.
● Spell common homophones correctly to match their grammatical purpose, including they’re, their,

there.
● Spell words with common letter strings but different pronunciations, e.g. tough, through, trough,

plough.
● Generate spelling rules from spelling patterns, and test them.
● Use effective strategies, including segmenting, spelling rules, visual memory and mnemonics, to spell

a range of unfamiliar regular and exception words correctly.
● Use paper-based and on-screen tools to find the correct spelling of words; keep and use spelling logs

of misspelt words, and identify words that need to be learned.
Vocabulary and language

● Use specialised vocabulary accurately to match a familiar topic.
● Explore and use alternatives for overused words and phrases.
● Explore shades of meaning in adjectives and adverbs (e.g. tepid, warm, hot), and use them

appropriately in own writing.
● Choose and use words (including verbs, e.g. rushed instead of went) to strengthen the impact of

writing.
● Use simple figurative language, including alliteration and similes.
● Use own lists of interesting and significant words, dictionaries and thesauruses to extend the range of

vocabulary used in written work.
Grammar and punctuation

● Consistently use accurate end-of-sentence punctuation.
● Begin to use commas to make the meaning of sentences clearer.
● Use apostrophes for singular and plural possession.
● Begin to use other punctuation alongside speech marks to punctuate direct speech.
● Write multi-clause sentences using a range of connectives.
● Use past, present and future verb forms accurately.
● Experiment with varying verb forms in texts, including in direct speech.
● Use the verb to be accurate, including subject-verb agreement for different verb forms.
● Use a range of quantifiers appropriately for the context, e.g. either, neither, both.
● Use adverbs and adverbial phrases appropriately.

Structure of texts
● Develop a logical sequence of ideas, making relationships between them clear.
● Use paragraphs and sections consistently to organise ideas.
● Use connectives to establish links between paragraphs, e.g. if, although.
● Use organisational features appropriate to the text type, e.g. bulleted and numbered lists.

Creation of texts
● Develop creative writing in a range of different genres of fiction and types of poems.
● Explore and use different ways of planning to inform writing for particular purposes.
● Write character profiles to inform story writing.
● Develop descriptions of settings and characters to capture the reader's imagination.
● Write alternative beginnings and endings for stories.



● Begin to express a viewpoint in fiction through a character's opinions about a setting or other
characters.

● Write a simple original playscript.
● Develop writing for a purpose using language and features appropriate for a range of text types.
● Develop writing of a range of text types for a specified audience, using appropriate content and

language.
● Adopt a viewpoint in nonfiction writing that is appropriate for the purpose and audience.

Presentation and reflection
● Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed.
● Make short notes to record information from a text and use them to inform writing.
● Explore and use different ways of laying out and presenting texts to suit the purpose and audience

(handwritten, printed and onscreen).
● Evaluate own and others’ writing, suggesting improvements for sense, accuracy and content.
● Proofread for grammar, spelling and punctuation errors, and make corrections, including using

on-screen tools.

Speaking and Listening

Making yourself understood
● Speak with accuracy and sometimes at length in a range of familiar contexts.
● Sequence relevant information to aid the listener's understanding.
● Use vocabulary precisely to make the meaning clear.
● Use non-verbal communication techniques for different purposes.
● Show awareness of an audience, e.g. by adapting language and tone to engage them.

Showing understanding
● Listen and respond appropriately, including asking and answering questions to develop ideas.

Group work and discussion
● Begin to take an assigned role within a group.
● Respond politely to another point of view with a personal point of view.
● Extend a discussion by contributing relevant comments and questions.
● Take turns in a discussion, making links with what others have said.

Performance
● Read aloud with expression, adapting the pace and volume appropriate to the content.
● Read aloud with accuracy and fluency, showing awareness of punctuation.
● Adapt speech, gesture and movement to portray a character in drama.
● Plan and deliver a group presentation on a familiar subject, including to a wider audience.

Reflection and evaluation
● Begin to evaluate own and others' talk, including what went well and what could be improved next

time.
● Comment on the ways that meaning can be expressed verbally and non-verbally in different contexts.

Fourth Grade
Learners should read, write and talk about a wide range of different texts across each stage, including
texts in print and digital formats. The following texts are particularly recommended for fourth grade:

● Fiction:
○ Genres: stories from different cultures, including fables; classic literature; stories that

have also been developed into a play and/or film
○ Poetry: poems by significant poets, including classic poetry; narrative poetry



○ Plays: a playscript, book and film of the same story
● Non-fiction:

○ Persuasive texts: commentaries and letters giving a personal opinion
○ Recounts: biography
○ Information texts that also contain Explanations

● Resources:
○ Cambridge Press, Pen Pals for Handwriting
○ Cambridge Press, Primary English
○ Lucy Calkins of Columbia University Teachers College Units of Study in Writing
○ IXL
○ Sadlier-Oxford Grammar Workshop
○ Handwriting Without Tears (Cursive & Keyboarding)
○ Novels (may change with class interest)

■ Whole class include The Tiger Rising, Sarah, Plain and Tall, and The Wild Robot
■ Student choice novels may include The Courage of Sarah Noble, The Indian and

The Cupboard, The Sign of The Beaver, One Day in The Woods, Flush, Hoot,
Chomp, etc...

Reading

Vocabulary and language
● Deduce the meanings of unfamiliar words, including using context and knowledge of root words,

prefixes and suffixes.
● Explore common idiomatic phrases and their meanings.
● Identify and record interesting and significant words, and synonyms, from texts to inform own writing.
● Locate words efficiently in alphabetically organised lists.
● Comment on a writer's choice of language, including how it conveys feeling and mood.
● Identify figurative language in texts, including metaphors and personification.
● Begin to explain how figurative language creates imagery in texts and takes understanding beyond

the literal.
Grammar and punctuation

● Explore in texts, and understand grammar and punctuation differences between direct and reported
speech.

● Recognise different clauses within sentences and the connectives that link them.
● Explore and discuss different types of nouns, including abstract nouns, and how quantifiers (e.g.

fewer, less) relate to countable and uncountable nouns.
● Explore in texts use of pronouns, including possessive pronouns (e.g. theirs, mine), to avoid

repetition of nouns while still maintaining clarity.
● Explore how different modal verbs express degrees of possibility, e.g. should, would, could.
● Explore in texts the conventions of standard English.

Structure of texts
● Explore and describe the progression of ideas in a text; compare the progression in different texts.
● Explore and recognise the key features of text structure in a range of different fiction and non-fiction

texts, including poems and playscripts.
● Explore and recognise how different effects can be achieved by sequencing sections and paragraphs

in different ways.
Interpretation of texts



● Understand the difference between fiction and non-fiction texts and locate books by classification.
● Read and explore a range of fiction genres, poems and playscripts, including identifying the

contribution of any visual elements or multimedia.
● Identify, discuss and compare different fiction genres and their typical characteristics.
● Read and explore a range of non-fiction text types.
● Identify, discuss and compare the purposes and features of different non-fiction text types, including

evaluating texts for purpose and clarity, and recognising use of personal and impersonal style.
● Explore explicit meanings in a range of texts.
● Extract main points from a text, and group and link ideas.
● Recognise and compare the dramatic conventions of playscripts and films, including how they

contribute to the development of characters and settings.
● Explore implicit meanings in a range of texts.
● Use a range of types of clues in stories (e.g. personality of characters) to predict what might happen

next.
● Make inferences from texts, including about the relationships between story characters.
● Distinguish between fact and opinion in a range of texts.
● Use scanning and skimming appropriately depending on the type of information required.
● Locate and use relevant information from a single text or different texts.
● Support answers to questions with reference to, or quotations from, one or more points in a text.
● Recognise, compare and contrast the themes, features and language of texts.
● Comment on how a viewpoint is expressed in fiction and non-fiction texts.

Appreciation and reflection
● Enjoy independent and shared reading of fiction genres, poems, playscripts and non-fiction texts.
● Express personal responses to texts, including predictions, opinions and reflections.
● Develop preferences about favourite writers and share recommendations with others.
● Begin to consider how readers might react differently to the same text, depending on where or when

they are reading it.

Writing

Word structure (spelling)
● Explore and use spellings of unstressed vowel phonemes at the end of words, e.g. /з:/ (‘er’) at the

end of butter, /i:/ ('ee’) at the end of city.
● Explore and use ‘silent’ vowels and syllables in polysyllabic words, e.g. library, interest.
● Explore and use rules for single and double consonants, e.g. full, -ful, -fully.
● Spell words with a wide range of common prefixes and suffixes, including understanding ways of

creating opposites, e.g. un-, im-.
● Explore and use spelling rules for suffixes that begin with vowels and suffixes that begin with

consonants.
● Explore and use accurately words that have the same spelling but different meanings (homonyms),

e.g. wave (hand gesture, hair curl, sea movement, etc.).
● Spell words with less common letter strings which may be pronounced differently, e.g. pour, hour;

piece, pie.
● Explore exceptions to known spelling rules.
● Use effective strategies, including spelling rules and exceptions, and using known spellings to work

out the spelling of related words, to spell a range of words correctly.
● Use paper-based and on-screen tools to find the correct spelling of words; keep and use spelling logs

of misspelt words, and identify words that need to be learned.
Vocabulary and language

● Use specialised vocabulary accurately to match a familiar topic.
● Explore synonyms and words conveying shades of meaning, and use them accurately in own writing.



● Choose and use words and phrases carefully to convey feeling and mood.
● Begin to use figurative language to evoke an imaginative response from the reader.
● Use own lists of interesting and significant words, dictionaries and thesauruses to extend the range of

vocabulary used in written work.
Grammar and punctuation

● Begin to use commas to separate clauses within sentences and clarify meaning in complex
sentences.

● Use apostrophes accurately.
● Punctuate direct speech accurately.
● Understand how to create multi-clause sentences by combining simple sentences and reordering

clauses; use simple, compound and complex sentences.
● Use a wide range of modal verbs accurately to express degrees of possibility, e.g. should, would,

could.
● Use pronouns, including possessive pronouns (e.g. theirs, mine), appropriately so it is clear to what

or whom they refer.
● Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs correctly, e.g. better, best; smaller,

smallest; more quickly, most quickly.
● Use a wide range of adverbs and adverbial phrases.

Structure of texts
● Begin to develop ideas cohesively across longer pieces of writing.
● Organise ideas in paragraphs and sections to achieve an appropriate effect.
● Use organisational features appropriate to the text type, e.g. bulleted and numbered lists.

Creation of texts
● Develop creative writing in a range of different genres of fiction and types of poems.
● Use effective planning to inform the content and structure of writing, e.g. paragraphs or sections.
● Write new scenes or characters into a story; rewrite events from the viewpoint of another character.
● Express a viewpoint in fiction through a character's opinions about a setting or other characters.
● Write a playscript, including production notes and stage directions to guide performance.
● Develop writing for a purpose using language and features appropriate for a range of text types.
● Develop writing of a range of text types for a specified audience, using appropriate content and

language.
● When writing non-fiction texts, present and justify a consistent viewpoint.

Presentation and reflection
● Write legibly and fluently for different purposes, including choosing the writing implement that is best

suited for a task.
● Explore and use different ways of making notes (e.g. bulleted lists, mind maps) and use them to

inform writing.
● Begin to choose appropriate ways to lay out and present texts to suit the purpose and audience

(handwritten, printed and onscreen).
● Evaluate own and others’ writing, suggesting improvements for sense, accuracy and content,

including to enhance the effect.
● Proofread for grammar, spelling and punctuation errors, and make corrections, including using

on-screen tools.

Speaking and Listening

Making yourself understood
● Speak precisely either with concision or at length, as appropriate to context.
● Structure relevant information in a way that supports the purpose and aids the listener's

understanding.
● Use language to convey ideas and opinions, with some detail.



● Adapt non-verbal communication techniques for different purposes and contexts.
● Show awareness of different audiences, e.g. by using the appropriate register.

Showing understanding
● Listen, reflect on what is heard and give a reasoned response.

Group work and discussion
● Take different assigned roles within groups, and begin to assign roles within a group.
● Show consideration of another point of view.
● Extend a discussion by asking and answering questions to refine ideas.
● Take turns in a discussion, building on what others have said.

Performance
● Read aloud with accuracy, and increase confidence and style.
● Convey ideas about characters in drama through deliberate choice of speech, gesture and

movement.
● Plan and deliver independent and group presentations confidently to a range of audiences, adapting

presentations appropriately to the audience.
● Begin to make choices about the most appropriate media for a particular presentation.

Reflection and evaluation
● Evaluate own and others' talk, including what went well and what could be improved next time.
● Comment on how and why communication varies in different contexts.

Fifth Grade
Learners should read, write and talk about a wide range of different texts across each stage, including
texts in print and digital formats. The following texts are particularly recommended for fifth grade:

● Fiction:
○ Genres: science fiction; stories with flashbacks; stories by significant children's authors
○ Poetry: poems with a wide range of different features,for example, themes, imagery,

structure
○ Plays: a playscript by a significant writer

● Non-fiction:
○ Arguments
○ Persuasive texts: news articles
○ Recounts: biography and autobiography

● Resources:
○ Cambridge Press, Pen Pals for Handwriting
○ Cambridge Press, Primary English
○ Lucy Calkins of Columbia University Teachers College Units of Study in Writing
○ IXL
○ Wordly Wise Vocabulary and Grammar
○ Collected novels read include Home of the Brave, The Lightning Dreamer, George

Washington’s Socks. Alongside the three primary units of study in Reading and Writing
Workshop, students participate in book clubs, literature circles, and debate clubs,
choosing from a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and argumentative text selections.

Reading



Vocabulary and language
● Deduce the meanings of unfamiliar phrases from their context, including phrases which are no longer

common in modern times.
● Explore word origins and derivations, including the use of words from other languages.
● Identify and record interesting and significant words, and synonyms, from texts to inform own writing.
● Comment on a writer's choice of language, demonstrating some awareness of the impact on the

reader.
● Explore commonly used figurative expressions, e.g. as cool as a cucumber, crying crocodile tears.
● Begin to explain how figurative language creates imagery in texts and takes understanding beyond

the literal.
Grammar and punctuation

● Explore in texts, and understand, the uses of colons, semi-colons, ellipses, parenthetic commas,
dashes and brackets.

● Identify the main clause and other clauses (subordinate clauses) in a complex sentence.
● Begin to show awareness of the impact of a writer’s choices of sentence length and structure.
● Explore how different relative pronouns are used in texts to introduce additional detail.
● Identify different word classes in texts and understand their purposes.
● Explore, and understand, the use of active and passive verb forms.
● Explore differences between written and spoken English by comparing narrative and dialogue.
● Explore and discuss grammatical features in a range of texts, e.g. verb forms, sentence types, use of

different word classes.
Structure of texts

● Explore and describe the progression of ideas in a text, including the handling of time (e.g. to
manage flashbacks, or events which are presented out of chronological order).

● Explore and recognise the key features of text structure in a range of different fiction and non-fiction
texts, including poems and playscripts.

● Explore and recognise how ideas are organised and linked cohesively across a text, e.g. new
chapters to manage flashbacks or events which are presented out of chronological order; use of
however and on the other hand to introduce a new paragraph in a balanced argument.

Interpretation of texts
● Understand the difference between fiction and non-fiction texts and locate books by classification.
● Read and explore a range of fiction genres, poems and playscripts, including identifying the

contribution of any visual elements or multimedia.
● Identify, discuss and compare different fiction genres and their typical characteristics.
● Read and explore a range of non-fiction text types.
● Identify, discuss and compare the purposes and features of different non-fiction text types, including

balanced written arguments.
● Explore explicit meanings in a range of texts.
● Summarise explicit meanings drawn from more than one point in a text.
● Explore implicit meanings in a range of texts.
● Use evidence from more than one point in a story to support predictions about what might happen

later in the story.
● Make a range of plausible inferences from texts.
● Comment on how a writer influences the reaction of readers, including how they present characters

and settings, and evoke particular moods (e.g. suspense, anger, excitement).
● Distinguish between fact and opinion in a range of texts.
● Locate and use relevant information from one or more points in a text, or from different texts,

confidently and efficiently.
● Support answers to questions with reference to, or quotations from, one or more points in a text.
● Recognise explicit and implicit ways in which the theme of a text is conveyed.
● Comment on how different viewpoints are expressed in fiction and non-fiction texts.
● Distinguish between texts with a writer's voice and texts with a narrator's voice.



Appreciation and reflection
● Enjoy independent and shared reading of fiction genres, poems, playscripts and non-fiction texts.
● Express personal responses to texts, including preferences in terms of language, style and themes.
● Begin to choose a more diverse range of books to read, including writers or genres which compare or

contrast with previous reading.
● Comment on how readers might react differently to the same text, depending on where or when they

are reading it.

Writing

Word structure (spelling)
● Explore and use different ways of representing consonants, e.g. -ck, -k, -ke, -que or -ch for /k/; -ch or

-tch for /ʧ/; j-, g- or -dge for /ʤ/.
● Explore and spell words with different suffixes but similar pronunciation, e.g. -tion, -cian, -sion, -ssion;

-ance, -ence.
● Further develop understanding of how to add prefixes and suffixes to root words, and when the root

word changes.
● Spell familiar homophones and commonly confused words correctly, e.g. aloud, allowed; past,

passed; advice, advise; desert, dessert.
● Explore a range of spelling rules and exceptions.
● Use effective strategies to spell a wide range of words correctly.
● Use paper-based and on-screen tools to find the correct spelling of words; keep and use spelling logs

of misspelt words, and identify words that need to be learned.
Vocabulary and language

● Use specialised vocabulary accurately to match a familiar topic.
● Explore and use words and phrases to convey shades of meaning appropriate to the context.
● Transform meaning with prefixes and suffixes.
● Choose and use vocabulary carefully to develop imaginative detail.
● Begin to use figurative language to evoke an imaginative response from the reader.
● Use own lists of interesting and significant words, dictionaries and thesauruses to extend the range of

vocabulary used in written work.
Grammar and punctuation

● Use commas, dashes and brackets parenthetically.
● Punctuate direct and reported speech accurately.
● Use punctuation effectively to clarify meaning in complex sentences.
● Use a variety of simple, compound and complex sentences chosen for effect.
● Use active and passive verb forms within sentences.
● Ensure grammatical agreement of quantifiers with countable and uncountable nouns, e.g. less and

fewer.
● Use relative pronouns to introduce additional detail.
● Use the conventions of standard English appropriately in writing, including for different types of texts,

e.g. verb forms, sentence structure, use of different word classes.
Structure of texts

● Manage the development of an idea across an extended piece of writing, e.g. by linking the end to
the beginning.

● Use paragraphs, sections and chapters to organise ideas and support overall cohesion of a text, e.g.
new chapters to manage flashbacks or events which are presented out of chronological sequence.

● Use a range of connectives to link paragraphs and sections clearly and cohesively, e.g. use of
however and on the other hand to introduce counter-arguments in a balanced argument.

● Use organisational features appropriate to the text type, e.g. bulleted and numbered lists.
Creation of texts



● Develop creative writing in a range of different genres of fiction and types of poems.
● Use effective planning to inform the content and structure of extended writing, e.g. chapters.
● When writing stories, develop descriptions of settings, characters and action that engage and

entertain the reader.
● Include different viewpoints in fiction, e.g. when writing stories with flashbacks.
● Write a playscript using production notes, language and stage directions, to develop characters and

settings.
● Develop writing for a purpose using language and features appropriate for a range of text types.
● Develop writing of a range of text types for a specified audience, using appropriate content and

language.
● Write balanced arguments, developing points logically and convincingly.

Presentation and reflection
● Develop a personal handwriting style to write legibly, fluently and with appropriate speed.
● Begin to decide when it is helpful to take notes and how to record them.
● Begin to choose appropriate ways to lay out and present texts to suit the purpose and audience

(handwritten, printed and onscreen).
● Evaluate own and others’ writing, suggesting improvements for sense, accuracy and content,

including to enhance the effect.
● Proofread for grammar, spelling and punctuation errors, and make corrections, including using

on-screen tools.

Speaking and Listening

Making yourself understood
● Adapt pace and tone of speech appropriately in formal and informal contexts.
● Structure information to aid the listener’s understanding of the main and subsidiary points.
● Use language to convey ideas and opinions, with increasing clarity and detail.
● Adapt non-verbal communication techniques for different purposes and contexts.
● Show awareness of different audiences, e.g. by using the appropriate register.

Showing understanding
● Listen, reflect on what is heard and give a reasoned response with reference to at least one specific

point made by the speaker.
Group work and discussion

● Take different assigned roles within groups, and begin to assign roles within a group.
● Show consideration of another point of view.
● Extend a discussion by building on one's own and other's ideas.
● Encourage others to take turns in a discussion.

Performance
● Read aloud with accuracy, and increasing confidence and style.
● Convey ideas about characters in drama in different roles and scenarios through deliberate choice of

speech, gesture and movement.
● Plan and deliver independent and group presentations confidently to a range of audiences, adapting

presentations appropriately to the audience.
● Begin to make choices about the most appropriate media for a particular presentation.

Reflection and evaluation
● Evaluate own and others' talk, including what went well and what could be improved next time.
● Begin to explain variations in communication, including register.

Sixth - Eighth Grades Text Selections
Fiction



● Fiction, including novels and short stories, from a range of different genres
● Contemporary and classic fiction from different social, cultural and historical contexts, including

texts with unfamiliar language
● A range of pre-20th century and contemporary fiction

Poetry
● Different poetic forms, including:

○ narrative and non-narrative poetry
○ sonnets from different times and cultures (e.g. Shakespearean and Petrarchan)

● Thematic poetry from different times and cultures, and in a range of forms
● Poetry focusing on how structure and language are used together to support meaning
● A selection of poetry from one poet (comparing poems from their oeuvre, considering their

voice and thematic choices)
Playscripts

● Drama from different social, cultural and historical contexts, including texts with unfamiliar
language

● A range of pre-20th century and contemporary drama
Non-fiction

● Texts to persuade, argue, advise, inform, explain, describe, analyse, review, discuss, narrate,
entertain. These should include:

○ texts with political language
○ texts from different cultures
○ biased texts.

Sixth Grade
Resources:

● Language Arts IXL
● Cambridge Press, Lower Secondary English
● Wordly Wise Vocabulary and Grammar
● Novels:

○ Old Yeller
○ Freak the Mighty
○ The Watsons Go To Birmingham
○ The Outsiders

Reading

Vocabulary and language
● Deduce the meanings of unfamiliar words in context using a range of strategies, including knowledge

of word families, etymology and morphology.
● Comment on a writer’s choice of language, demonstrating an understanding of the impact on the

reader.
● Describe how linguistic and literary techniques are used to create effects in a specific context, and

use accurate terminology, e.g. using terms such as assonance or sibilance to differentiate between
types of phonetic repetition.



Grammar and punctuation
● Comment on the use of punctuation to create effects, e.g. using an ellipsis to show a cliffhanger.
● Show awareness of reasons for using simple, compound, complex and compound-complex

sentences.
● Comment on how a writer builds up detail through the grammatical structure of their sentences.
● Comment on the ways in which a writer uses non-standard English.
● Identify differences between formal and informal language.

Structure of texts
● Comment on the key features of text structure in a range of fiction and non-fiction texts, including

poetic forms.
● Identify and comment on the variety of ways in which the content of texts can be organised and

linked to support the intended purpose, including paragraphs.
● Comment on the impact of a writer's choice of connectives and sentence openings on the intended

purpose and audience.
Interpretation of texts

● Read and discuss a range of fiction genres, poems and playscripts, including the contribution of any
visual elements of multimedia.

● Read and discuss a range of non-fiction text types.
● Identify and explain the meaning of explicit information from a range of texts.
● Use inference and deduction to recognise and explain implicit meanings.
● Identify bias in a text.
● Collate and summarise ideas and information from a text.
● Use a range of reading strategies to extract relevant information from a text, including annotation.
● Support and inform personal and critical responses to texts with relevant textual references.
● Comment on the different ways in which writers convey themes and the impact on the reader.
● Begin to discuss how a writer combines different structural, linguistic and literary features for effect.
● Identify and comment on the main ideas, viewpoints and purposes in a text.
● Show understanding of how writers create a distinctive voice.

Appreciation and reflection
● Enjoy reading a wide range of texts.
● Express personal responses to texts, including preferences and opinions, referring back to specific

content.
● Experiment with the choice of books read, including choosing writers or genres which compare or

contrast with previous reading.
● Discuss how readers make choices about which texts to read.
● Comment on the different ways texts can reflect the social, cultural and historical contexts in which

they were written.

Writing

Word structure (spelling)
● Use known spelling patterns to correctly spell most commonly used words.
● Show understanding of word families, roots, derivations and morphology in spelling.
● Use relevant strategies for spelling correctly.

Vocabulary and language
● Use language precisely to clarify and extend intended meaning.
● Create an effect by using key linguistic and literary techniques.
● Use a range of sources to develop and extend the range of language used in written work.

Grammar and punctuation
● Use ellipses, colons, semi-colons, dashes and hyphens, including hyphens for compound adjectives.
● Use a range of punctuation accurately to clarify meaning in sentences and dialogue.



● Use simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences accurately, in a variety of
sentence types, to communicate meaning.

● Build up detail through the grammatical structure of sentences, e.g. expanding verb phrases.
● Use the conventions of standard English consistently in writing.
● Use formal and informal registers appropriately according to context, purpose and audience.

Structure of texts
● Shape the overall structure and sequence of a chosen text to convey the intended purpose

accurately.
● Use a range of organisational features accurately to link ideas, and clarify and extend meaning.
● Use appropriate connectives and sentence openings to clarify connections in writing, e.g.

connectives for comparison, sequencing, qualifying.
Creation of texts

● Write confidently in a range of different genres of fiction and types of poems.
● Use a range of planning methods to generate, organise and shape ideas.
● Use relevant features when writing for a chosen purpose.
● Create content to suit a specified audience.
● Write to express a personal viewpoint in fiction and non-fiction writing.
● Begin to develop distinctive voices, both personal and for different characters.

Presentation and reflection
● Sustain a fast, fluent and legible handwriting style.
● Use different ways of note-taking when writing for different purposes and use notes to inform writing.
● Use different layouts and presentations in a variety of texts (handwritten, printed and onscreen).
● Evaluate and edit to improve the accuracy and effectiveness of language, grammar and structure of

own and others' writing.

Speaking and Listening

Making yourself understood
● Adapt speech, including length, pace and tone, in a range of contexts, showing some awareness of

its impact.
● Shape talk for clarity and effect, and to engage the listener, in a range of familiar contexts.
● Use language to express concrete and abstract ideas and opinions in detail.
● Use non-verbal communication techniques to enhance meaning.
● Adapt communication to create appropriate impact on different audiences.

Showing understanding
● Listen, analyse what is heard, and give a reasoned response that draws on a range of sources.

Group work and discussion
● Independently identify and take up group roles as needed, and demonstrate expertise.
● Identify points of agreement and disagreement in opposing points of view.
● Summarise and develop a discussion, responding sensitively to the range of ideas.
● Be sensitive to others when turn-taking, ensuring that the intended outcome of the discussion is

achieved.
Performance

● Read aloud with confidence, accuracy and style.
● Show evidence of reading ahead when reading an unseen text aloud.
● Show insight into texts and issues through choice of speech, gesture and movement, within drama.
● Plan and deliver presentations confidently in a range of contexts, making choices about the most

appropriate media.
● Plan and deliver a persuasive speech in a familiar context.

Reflection and evaluation
● Evaluate own and others' talk, including giving constructive feedback.



● Explain features of communication, showing awareness of the impact of accommodating different
purposes and contexts.

Seventh Grade
Resources:

● Cambridge Press, Lower Secondary English
● Language Arts IXL
● Wordly Wise Vocabulary and Grammar
● Novels:

○ The Giver
○ Tuck Everlasting
○ Night
○ The Wave
○ The Cay
○ Under a Worn-Torn Sky

Reading

Vocabulary and language
● Deduce the meanings of unfamiliar words in context using a range of strategies, including knowledge

of word families, etymology and morphology.
● Explain how a writer's choice of language contributes to the intended purpose and overall impact on

the reader.
● Compare texts from different cultures and times, commenting on the use of language to develop

similar themes.
● Explain possible interpretations, explicit and implicit, of a writer's use of linguistic and literary

techniques, e.g. explaining how hyperbole suggests a character's attitude, or how an oxymoron is
used to emphasise a point.

Grammar and punctuation
● Explain how a writer's choice of punctuation can convey shades of meaning.
● Explain how a writer uses simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences for effect

in their writing.
● Comment on how a writer builds up detail and conveys shades of meaning through the grammatical

structure of their sentences.
● Comment on ways in which a writer uses standard and non-standard English for effect.
● Comment on the use of formal and informal language in a text and a writer's motivation for making

the choice.
Structure of texts

● Discuss how a writer uses features of text structure for effect in a range of fiction and non-fiction
texts, including poetic forms.

● Discuss how a writer organises and links the content of their text for clarity and effect.
● Comment on how a writer's choice of connectives and sentence openings clarifies or emphasises

connections in a specific context.
Interpretation of texts

● Read and discuss a range of fiction genres, poems and playscripts, including the contribution of any
visual elements or multimedia.

● Read and discuss a range of non-fiction text types.
● Identify and discuss the impact of explicit information on the reader.



● Comment on a writer's implied meaning and intended effect.
● Comment on the impact of bias in a text.
● Collate and summarise ideas and information from multiple texts.
● Use a range of reading strategies to identify and distinguish between main and subsidiary points in

texts.
● Use relevant textual references when supporting or disagreeing with a point.
● Compare and comment on the textual features used in more than one text to develop similar themes

and elicit responses from the reader.
● Explain how a writer combines structural, linguistic and literary features for effect.
● Trace the development of ideas, viewpoints and purposes through a text and relate these to other

texts read.
● Discuss the range of techniques writers use to distinguish between different voices.

Appreciation and reflection
● Enjoy reading a wide range of texts.
● Express informed personal responses to texts.
● Make a reasoned choice when reading for different purposes, including for pleasure.
● Explore how different readers choose and respond to texts.
● Discuss why certain texts are important within a culture, and show awareness that the context in

which a text is written and read affects its meaning.

Writing

Word structure (spelling)
● Spell most words correctly, including some complex polysyllabic words and unfamiliar words.
● Show understanding of word families, roots, derivations and morphology in spelling.
● Use, with confidence, a range of strategies for spelling correctly.

Vocabulary and language
● Create and control meaning through precise use of a range and variety of language.
● Create effects by using a range of linguistic and literary techniques.
● Use a range of sources to develop and extend the range of language used in written work.

Grammar and punctuation
● Use all punctuation accurately and to enhance meaning.
● Use simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences accurately, beginning to

manipulate them for effect on the whole text.
● Create detail and convey shades of meaning through the grammatical structure of sentences, e.g.

controlling order of clauses.
● Use the conventions of standard English in specific contexts for particular effects.
● Vary the degrees of formality and informality when making choices of register in writing, according to

the identified context, purpose and audience.
Structure of texts

● Use features of text structure to demonstrate a sense of linked progression.
● Use a range of organisational features to support the intended purpose and audience.
● Use carefully chosen connectives and sentence openings to clarify or emphasise connections in

writing.
Creation of texts

● Write confidently in a range of different genres of fiction and types of poems.
● Use the most appropriate approach to planning writing in order to generate, organise and shape

ideas.
● Use relevant features consistently for a chosen purpose to clarify meaning.
● Create content to suit a wide range of audiences.
● Use a consistent viewpoint in fiction and non-fiction writing.



● Develop distinctive voices, both personal and for different characters.
● Begin to combine the use of structural, linguistic and literary features to create a specific effect.

Presentation and reflection
● Sustain a fast, fluent and legible handwriting style.
● Use the most appropriate way of note-taking for the identified purpose and use notes to inform

writing.
● Use specific choices and combinations of layouts and presentation to create particular effects in texts

(handwritten, printed and onscreen).
● Evaluate and edit to improve the accuracy and effectiveness of language, grammar and structure of a

range of different texts.

Speaking and Listening

Making yourself understood
● Adapt speech purposefully in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts to maximise its impact on the

audience.
● Sustain an effective organisation of talk in a range of familiar contexts.
● Adapt language to express complex ideas and opinions in detail.
● Use non-verbal communication techniques to enhance meaning.
● Adapt communication to create appropriate impact on different audiences.

Showing understanding
● Listen, evaluate what is heard, and generate a reasoned response that draws on a range of sources.

Group work and discussion
● Independently identify and take up group roles as needed, and demonstrate expertise.
● Explore points of agreement and disagreement to gain a greater understanding of the issues and

meet the needs of the task.
● Develop a discussion by synthesising and building on the shared ideas.
● Balance the needs of others and the task when turn-taking, showing sensitivity about when to

contribute and when to listen.
Performance

● Read aloud with confidence, accuracy and style.
● Show evidence of reading ahead when reading an unseen text aloud.
● Demonstrate empathy and understanding of a range of characters through flexible choice of speech,

gesture and movement in a dramatic scene.
● Plan and deliver presentations and persuasive speeches confidently in a range of contexts, making

choices about the most appropriate media.
● Make decisions about the level of support needed to deliver a speech or presentation, e.g. reading

aloud, using notes, visual aids.
Reflection and evaluation

● Evaluate own and others' talk, including giving constructive feedback.
● Discuss the meaning and impact of variations when communicating.

Eighth Grade
Resources:

● Cambridge Press, Lower Secondary English
● IXL Language Arts
● Wordly Wise Vocabulary and Grammar
● Novels:

○ The Little Prince



○ Of Mice and Men
○ To Kill A Mockingbird
○ “Romeo and Juliet”
○ The Lord of the Flies
○ Catcher in the Rye

Reading

Vocabulary and language
● Deduce the meanings of unfamiliar words in context using a range of strategies, including knowledge

of word families, etymology and morphology.
● Analyse how language choices contribute to the intended purpose and overall impact on the reader,

e.g. demonstrating the effectiveness of imagery in contrasting texts, or arguing whether or not the use
of highly emotive language in an advertisement is counterproductive to its intended purpose.

● Develop precise, perceptive analysis of how linguistic and literary techniques are used, e.g.
explaining how euphemisms conceal bias in a political statement, or why a particular idiom is used by
a character.

Grammar and punctuation
● Analyse how the use of rhetorical punctuation can support a writer's intended purpose.
● Analyse how a writer manipulates and adapts simple, compound, complex and compound-complex

sentences for intended purpose and effect in their writing.
● Analyse, in depth and detail, a writer's use of grammatical features and their effects on the overall

development of the text.
● Analyse the purpose and effect of a writer's choice of formal or informal language in a text.

Structure of texts
● Analyse how the structure of a text can be manipulated for effect in a range of fiction and non-fiction

texts, including poetic forms.
● Evaluate the impact of a writer's choice of organisational and linking features on the intended

audience.
Interpretation of texts

● Read and discuss a range of fiction genres, poems and playscripts, including the contribution of any
visual elements or multimedia.

● Read and discuss a range of non-fiction text types.
● Analyse the implications of identified explicit information on the meaning of the rest of a text.
● Analyse and explore different layers of meaning within texts, including bias.
● Synthesise information from across a single text and multiple texts to develop and strengthen a point.
● Select the most appropriate reading strategy to locate and extract information and ideas from a

variety of texts.
● Use judiciously chosen textual references to develop analysis of texts.
● Analyse and respond to the themes in a variety of related texts.
● Analyse how a writer uses a combination of features to enhance their intended meaning, e.g. a poet

using enjambment to emphasise key language choices.
● Analyse and respond to the range of ideas, differing viewpoints and purposes in a variety of related

texts.
● Read a variety of texts by the same writer and explore how their voice is consistently conveyed

across the texts.
Appreciation and reflection

● Enjoy reading a wide range of texts.
● Express informed personal responses to texts that take the views of others into consideration.
● Give and respond to text recommendations, showing awareness of others' preferences.
● Analyse how the meaning of texts is shaped by a reader's preferences and opinions.



● Explain how ideas, experiences and values are portrayed in, and affect, the interpretation of texts
from different social, cultural and historical contexts.

Writing

Word structure (spelling)
● Spell correctly, including complex polysyllabic words.
● Show understanding of word families, roots, derivations and morphology in spelling.
● Use the most appropriate spelling strategy as necessary.

Vocabulary and language
● Make conscious language choices to shape the intended purpose and effect on the reader.
● Make conscious use of linguistic and literary techniques to shape the intended meaning and effect.
● Use a range of sources to develop and extend the range of language used in written work.

Grammar and punctuation
● Use punctuation rhetorically to support the intention of the writing, e.g. using ellipses in a character's

dialogue to show nervousness.
● Demonstrate control of simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences, manipulating

and adapting them for intended purpose and effect.
● Use grammatical features to shape and craft sentences that contribute to overall development of the

text, e.g. embedded phrases and clauses that support succinct explanation; use of antithesis,
repetition or balance in sentence structure.

● Use the conventions of standard English across a range of registers.
● Vary the degrees of formality and informality to enhance and emphasise meaning in relation to the

context, purpose and audience.
Structure of texts

● Experiment with different ways of structuring texts, appropriate for different audiences and purposes.
● Use a range of organisational features to achieve particular effects with purpose and audience in

mind.
Creation of texts

● Write confidently in a range of different genres of fiction and types of poems.
● Make an informed choice about whether to plan before writing.
● Manipulate features and conventions for a chosen purpose for an intended effect.
● Manipulate content for impact on a specified audience.
● Establish and sustain a clear and logical viewpoint throughout fiction and non-fiction writing.
● Write to express multiple viewpoints.
● Establish and sustain distinctive voices, both personal and for different characters.
● Combine the use of structural, linguistic and literary features to create a specific effect.

Presentation and reflection
● Sustain a fast, fluent and legible handwriting style.
● Make an informed choice about how to present information when making notes, including the use of

multiple styles, and use notes to inform writing.
● Use the most appropriate text layout and presentation to create impact and engage the audience.
● Evaluate and edit to improve the accuracy and effectiveness, in relation to identified purpose and

audience, of language, grammar and structure in a range of different texts.

Speaking and Listening

Making yourself understood
● Adapt speech judiciously in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts to maximise its impact on the

audience.



● Sustain an effective organisation of talk in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
● Manipulate language to express complex ideas and opinions in detail.
● Use non-verbal communication techniques to enhance meaning.
● Adapt communication to create appropriate impact on different audiences.

Showing understanding
● Listen, synthesise what is heard, and generate a reasoned response that draws on a range of

sources.
Group work and discussion

● Independently identify and take up group roles as needed, and demonstrate expertise.
● Explore points of agreement and disagreement to gain a greater understanding of the issues and

meet the needs of the task.
● Shape the direction and content of a discussion with well-judged contributions.
● Demonstrate the ability to compromise during turn-taking to prioritise the achievement of the intended

outcome of the discussion.
Performance

● Read aloud with confidence, accuracy and style.
● Show evidence of reading ahead when reading an unseen text aloud.
● Explore complex ideas and issues in drama, establishing roles and applying dramatic approaches

with confidence.
● Plan and deliver presentations and persuasive speeches confidently in a range of contexts, making

choices about the most appropriate media.
● Make decisions about the level of support needed to deliver a speech or presentation, e.g. reading

aloud, using notes, visual aids.
Reflection and evaluation

● Evaluate own and others' talk, including giving constructive feedback.
● Analyse the meaning and impact of variations in own and others’ communication.

Mathematics/Maths
Cambridge Mathematics encourages lifelong enthusiasm for analytical and rational thinking. Learners
develop a holistic understanding of the subject, focusing on principles, patterns, systems, functions
and relationships. Cambridge Mathematics learners become mathematically competent and fluent in
computation which they can apply to everyday situations.

A unique feature of Cambridge Mathematics is Thinking and Working Mathematically. The process of
thinking and working mathematically encourages learners to talk with others, challenge ideas and to
provide evidence that validates conjectures and solutions. When learners are thinking and working
mathematically they actively seek to make sense of ideas and build connections between different
facts, procedures and concepts. This supports higher order thinking that assists learners in viewing
the world in a mathematical way.



Responsible – Learners understand how principles of mathematics can be applied to real life
problems in a responsible way.

Innovative – Learners solve new and unfamiliar problems using innovative mathematical thinking.
They can select their own preferred mathematical strategies and can suggest alternative routes to
develop efficient solutions.

Confident – Learners are confident and enthusiastic mathematical practitioners, able to use
appropriate techniques without hesitation, uncertainty or fear. They are keen to ask mathematical
questions in a structured, systematic, critical and analytical way. They are able to present their
findings and defend their strategies and solutions as well as critique and improve solutions of others.

Engaged – Learners are curious and engage intellectually to deepen their mathematical
understanding. They are able to use mathematics to participate constructively in society and the
economy by making informed mathematical choices.

Reflective – Learners reflect on the process of thinking and working mathematically as well as
mastering mathematics concepts. They are keen to make conjectures by asking sophisticated
questions and develop higher order thinking skills.

Overview of teaching approaches

Cambridge advocates an active learning approach where teaching and learning is student-centred so
that it aligns with the experiences and needs of individuals. Learners are encouraged to work both
individually and collaboratively to find solutions to mathematical problems.

The three-step teaching approach – concrete, representational, abstract (CRA) is developed in all
stages of learning. Learners should firstly use objects to support them in understanding a new
concept. In the next step learners transform the concrete model to a pictorial representation of the
same concept. Finally, learners are shown how the pictorial representations relate to conventional
mathematics symbols and notations.



Kindergarten
Resources:

Thinking and Working Mathematically

● Specialising
● Generalising
● Conjecturing
● Convincing
● Characterising
● Classifying
● Critiquing
● Improving

Number

Counting and sequences
● Count objects from 0 to 20, recognising conservation of number and one-to-one correspondence.
● Recognise the number of objects presented in familiar patterns up to 10, without counting.
● Estimate the number of objects or people (up to 20), and check by counting.
● Count on in ones, twos or tens, and count back in ones and tens, starting from any number (from 0 to

20).
● Understand even and odd numbers as ‘every other number’ when counting (from 0 to 20).
● Use familiar language to describe sequences of objects.

Integers and powers
● Recite, read and write number names and whole numbers (from 0 to 20).
● Understand addition as:

○ counting on
○ combining two sets.

● Understand subtraction as:
○ counting back
○ take away
○ difference.

● Recognise complements of 10.
● Estimate, add and subtract whole numbers (where the answer is from 0 to 20).
● Know doubles up to double 10.

Money
● Recognise money used in local currency.

Place value, ordering and rounding
● Understand that zero represents none of something.
● Compose, decompose and regroup numbers from 10 to 20.
● Understand the relative size of quantities to compare and order numbers from 0 to 20.
● Recognise and use ordinal numbers from 1st to 10th.

Fractions, decimals, percentages, ratio and proportion
● Understand that an object or shape can be split into two equal parts or two unequal parts.
● Understand that a half can describe one of two equal parts of a quantity or set of objects.
● Understand that a half can act as an operator (whole number answers).
● Understand and visualise that halves can be combined to make wholes.



Geometry and Measure

Time
● Use familiar language to describe units of time.
● Know the days of the week and the months of the year.
● Recognise time to the hour and half hour.

Geometrical reasoning, shapes and measurements
● Identify, describe and sort 2D shapes by their characteristics or properties, including reference to

number of sides and whether the sides are curved or straight.
● Use familiar language to describe length, including long, longer, longest, thin, thinner, thinnest, short,

shorter, shortest, tall, taller and tallest.
● Identify, describe and sort 3D shapes by their properties, including reference to the number of faces,

edges and whether faces are flat or curved.
● Use familiar language to describe mass, including heavy, light, less and more.
● Use familiar language to describe capacity, including full, empty, less and more.
● Differentiate between 2D and 3D shapes.
● Identify when a shape looks identical as it rotates.
● Explore instruments that have numbered scales, and select the most appropriate instrument to

measure length, mass, capacity and temperature.
Position and transformation

● Use familiar language to describe position and direction.

Statistics and Probability

Statistics
● Answer non-statistical questions (categorical data).
● Record, organise and represent categorical data using:

○ practical resources and drawings
○ lists and tables
○ Venn and Carroll diagrams
○ block graphs and pictograms.

● Describe data, using familiar language including reference to more, less, most or least to answer
non-statistical questions and discuss conclusions.

First Grade
Resources:

Thinking and Working Mathematically

● Specialising
● Generalising
● Conjecturing
● Convincing
● Characterising
● Classifying
● Critiquing
● Improving



Number

Counting and sequences
● Count objects from 0 to 100.
● Recognise the number of objects presented in unfamiliar patterns up to 10, without counting.
● Estimate the number of objects or people (up to 100).
● Count on and count back in ones, twos, fives or tens, starting from any number (from 0 to 100).
● Recognise the characteristics of even and odd numbers (from 0 to 100).
● Recognise, describe and extend numerical sequences (from 0 to 100).

Integers and powers
● Recite, read and write number names and whole numbers (from 0 to 100).
● Understand and explain the relationship between addition and subtraction.
● Recognise complements of 20 and complements of multiples of 10 (up to 100).
● Estimate, add and subtract whole numbers with up to two digits (no regrouping of ones or tens).
● Understand multiplication as:

○ repeated addition
○ an array.

● Understand division as:
○ sharing (number of items per group)
○ grouping (number of groups).

● Know 1, 2, 5 and 10 times tables.
Money

● Recognise value and money notation used in local currency.
● Compare values of different combinations of coins or notes.

Place value, ordering and rounding
● Understand and explain that the value of each digit in a 2-digit number is determined by its position in

that number, recognising zero as a place holder.
● Compose, decompose and regroup 2-digit numbers, using tens and ones.
● Understand the relative size of quantities to compare and order 2-digit numbers.
● Recognise and use ordinal numbers.
● Round 2-digit numbers to the nearest 10.

Fractions, decimals, percentages, ratio and proportion
● Understand that an object or shape can be split into four equal parts or four unequal parts.
● Understand that a quarter can describe one of four equal parts of a quantity or set of objects.
● Understand that one half and one quarter can be interpreted as division.
● Understand that fractions (half, quarter and three-quarters) can act as operators.
● Recognise the relative size of ¼ , ½ , ¾, and 1, and the equivalence of ½, and 2/4, and 2/2,  4/4 and

1.
● Understand and visualise that wholes, halves and quarters can be combined to create new fractions.

Geometry and Measure

Time
● Order and compare units of time (seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months and years).
● Read and record time to five minutes in digital notation (12-hour) and on analogue clocks.
● Interpret and use the information in calendars.

Geometrical reasoning, shapes and measurements
● Identify, describe, sort, name and sketch 2D shapes by their properties, including reference to regular

polygons, number of sides and vertices. Recognise these shapes in different positions and
orientations.

● Understand that a circle has a centre and any point on the boundary is at the same distance from the



centre.
● Understand that length is a fixed distance between two points. Estimate and measure lengths using

non-standard or standard units.
● Draw and measure lines, using standard units.
● Identify, describe, sort and name 3D shapes by their properties, including reference to number and

shapes of faces, edges and vertices.
● Understand that mass is the quantity of matter in an object. Estimate and measure familiar objects

using non-standard or standard units.
● Understand that capacity is the maximum amount that an object can contain. Estimate and measure

the capacity of familiar objects using non-standard or standard units.
● Identify 2D and 3D shapes in familiar objects.
● Identify a horizontal or vertical line of symmetry on 2D shapes and patterns.
● Predict and check how many times a shape looks identical as it completes a full turn.
● Understand that an angle is a description of a turn, including reference to the terms whole, half and

quarter turns, both clockwise and anticlockwise.
● Understand a measuring scale as a continuous number line where intermediate points have value.

Position and transformation
● Use knowledge of position and direction to describe movement.
● Sketch the reflection of a 2D shape in a vertical mirror line, including where the mirror line is the edge

of the shape.

Statistics and Probability

Statistics
● Conduct an investigation to answer non-statistical and statistical questions (categorical data).
● Record, organise and represent categorical data. Choose and explain which representation to use a

given situation:
○ lists and tables
○ Venn and Carroll diagrams
○ tally charts
○ block graphs and pictograms.

● Describe data, identifying similarities and variations to answer non-statistical and statistical questions
and discuss conclusions.

Probability
● Use familiar language associated with patterns and randomness, including regular pattern and

random pattern.
● Conduct chance experiments with two outcomes, and present and describe the results.

Second Grade
Resources:

Thinking and Working Mathematically

● Specialising
● Generalising
● Conjecturing
● Convincing
● Characterising
● Classifying
● Critiquing



● Improving

Number

Counting and sequences
● Estimate the number of objects or people (up to 1000).
● Count on and count back in steps of constant size: 1-digit numbers, tens or hundreds, starting from
● any number (from 0 to 1000).
● Use knowledge of even and odd numbers up to 10 to recognise and sort numbers.
● Recognise the use of an object to represent an unknown quantity in addition and subtraction

calculations.
● Recognise and extend linear sequences, and describe the term-to-term rule.
● Extend spatial patterns formed from adding and subtracting a constant.

Integers and powers
● Recite, read and write number names and whole numbers (from 0 to 1000).
● Understand the commutative and associative properties of addition, and use these to simplify

calculations.
● Recognise complements of 100 and complements of multiples of 10 or 100 (up to 1000).
● Estimate, add and subtract whole numbers with up to three digits (regrouping of ones or tens).
● Understand and explain the relationship between multiplication and division.
● Understand and explain the commutative and distributive properties of multiplication, and use these

to simplify calculations.
● Know 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10 times tables.
● Estimate and multiply whole numbers up to 100 by 2, 3, 4 and 5.
● Estimate and divide whole numbers up to 100 by 2, 3, 4 and 5.
● Recognise multiples of 2, 5 and 10 (up to 1000).

Money
● Interpret money notation for currencies that use a decimal point.
● Add and subtract amounts of money to give change.

Place value, ordering and rounding
● Understand and explain that the value of each digit is determined by its position in that number (up to

3-digit numbers).
● Use knowledge of place value to multiply whole numbers by 10.
● Compose, decompose and regroup 3-digit numbers, using hundreds, tens and ones.
● Understand the relative size of quantities to compare and order 3-digit positive numbers, using the

symbols =, > and <.
● Round 3-digit numbers to the nearest 10 or 100.

Fractions, decimals, percentages, ratio and proportion
● Understand and explain that fractions are several equal parts of an object or shape and all the parts,

taken together, equal one whole.
● Understand that the relationship between the whole and the parts depends on the relative size of

each, regardless of their shape or orientation.
● Understand and explain that fractions can describe equal parts of a quantity or set of objects.
● Understand that a fraction can be represented as a division of the numerator by the denominator

(half, quarter and three-quarters).
● Understand that fractions (half, quarter, three-quarters, third and tenth) can act as operators.
● Recognise that two fractions can have an equivalent value (halves, quarters, fifths and tenths).
● Estimate, add and subtract fractions with the same denominator (within one whole).
● Use knowledge of equivalence to compare and order unit fractions and fractions with the same

denominator, using the symbols =, > and <.



Geometry and Measure

Time
● Choose the appropriate unit of time for familiar activities.
● Read and record time accurately in digital notation (12-hour) and on analogue clocks.
● Interpret and use the information in timetables (12-hour clock).
● Understand the difference between a time and a time interval. Find time intervals between the same

units in days, weeks, months and years.
Geometrical reasoning, shapes and measurements

● Identify, describe, classify, name and sketch 2D shapes by their properties. Differentiate between
regular and irregular polygons.

● Estimate and measure lengths in centimetres (cm), metres (m) and kilometres (km). Understand the
relationship between units.

● Understand that perimeter is the total distance around a 2D shape and can be calculated by adding
lengths, and area is how much space a 2D shape occupies within its boundary.

● Draw lines, rectangles and squares. Estimate, measure and calculate the perimeter of a shape, using
appropriate metric units, and area on a square grid.

● Identify, describe, sort, name and sketch 3D shapes by their properties.
● Estimate and measure the mass of objects in grams (g) and kilograms (kg). Understand the

relationship between units.
● Estimate and measure capacity in millilitres (ml) and litres (l), and understand their relationships.
● Recognise pictures, drawings and diagrams of 3D shapes.
● Identify both horizontal and vertical lines of symmetry on 2D shapes and patterns.
● Compare angles with a right angle. Recognise that a straight line is equivalent to two right angles or a

half turn.
● Use instruments that measure length, mass, capacity and temperature.

Position and transformation
● Interpret and create descriptions of position, direction and movement, including reference to cardinal

points.
● Sketch the reflection of a 2D shape in a horizontal or vertical mirror line, including where the mirror

line is the edge of the shape.

Statistics and Probability

Statistics
● Conduct an investigation to answer non-statistical and statistical questions (categorical and discrete

data).
● Record, organise and represent categorical and discrete data. Choose and explain which

representation to use in a given situation:
○ Venn and Carroll diagrams
○ tally charts and frequency tables
○ pictograms and bar charts.

● Interpret data, identifying similarities and variations, within data sets, to answer non-statistical and
statistical questions and discuss conclusions.

Probability
● Use familiar language associated with chance to describe events, including ‘it will happen’, ‘it will not

happen’, ‘it might happen’.
● Conduct chance experiments, and present and describe the results.

Third Grade
Resources:



Thinking and Working Mathematically

● Specialising
● Generalising
● Conjecturing
● Convincing
● Characterising
● Classifying
● Critiquing
● Improving

Number

Counting and sequences
● Count on and count back in steps of constant size: 1-digit numbers, tens, hundreds or thousands,

starting from any number, and extending beyond zero to include negative numbers.
● Recognise and explain generalisations when adding and subtracting combinations of even and odd

numbers.
● Recognise the use of objects, shapes or symbols to represent unknown quantities in addition and

subtraction calculations.
● Recognise and extend linear and non-linear sequences, and describe the term-to-term rule.
● Recognise and extend the spatial pattern of square numbers.

Integers and powers
● Read and write number names and whole numbers greater than 1000 and less than 0.
● Estimate, add and subtract whole numbers with up to three digits.
● Understand the associative property of multiplication, and use this to simplify calculations.
● Know all times tables from 1 to 10.
● Estimate and multiply whole numbers up to 1000 by 1-digit whole numbers.
● Estimate and divide whole numbers up to 100 by 1-digit whole numbers.
● Understand the relationship between multiples and factors.
● Use knowledge of factors and multiples to understand tests of divisibility by 2, 5, 10, 25, 50 and 100.

Place value, ordering and rounding
● Understand and explain that the value of each digit in numbers is determined by its position in that

number.
● Use knowledge of place value to multiply and divide whole numbers by 10 and 100.
● Compose, decompose and regroup whole numbers.
● Understand the relative size of quantities to compare and order positive and negative numbers, using

the symbols =, > and <.
● Round numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 or 100 000.

Fractions, decimals, percentages, ratio and proportion
● Understand that the more parts a whole is divided into, the smaller the parts become.
● Understand that a fraction can be represented as a division of the numerator by the denominator (unit

fractions and three-quarters).
● Understand that unit fractions can act as operators.
● Recognise that two proper fractions can have an equivalent value.
● Estimate, add and subtract fractions with the same denominator.
● Understand percentage as the number of parts in each hundred, and use the percentage symbol (%).
● Use knowledge of equivalence to compare and order proper fractions, using the symbols =, > and <.



Geometry and Measure

Time
● Understand the direct relationship between units of time, and convert between them.
● Read and record time accurately in digital notation (12- and 24-hour) and on analogue clocks.
● Interpret and use the information in timetables (12- and 24-hour clock).
● Find time intervals between different units:

○ days, weeks, months and years
○ seconds, minutes and hours that do not bridge through 60.

Geometrical reasoning, shapes and measurements
● Investigate what shapes can be made if two or more shapes are combined, and analyse their

properties, including reference to tessellation.
● Estimate and measure perimeter and area of 2D shapes, understanding that two areas can be added

together to calculate the area of a compound shape.
● Draw rectangles and squares on square grids, and measure their perimeter and area. Derive and use

formulae to calculate areas and perimeters of rectangles and squares.
● Estimate the area of irregular shapes on a square grid (whole and part squares).
● Identify 2D faces of 3D shapes, and describe their properties.
● Match nets to their corresponding 3D shapes.
● Identify all horizontal, vertical and diagonal lines of symmetry on 2D shapes and patterns.
● Estimate, compare and classify angles, using geometric vocabulary including acute, right and obtuse.
● Use knowledge of fractions to read and interpret a measuring scale.

Position and transformation
● Interpret and create descriptions of position, direction and movement, including reference to cardinal

and ordinal points, and their notations.
● Understand that position can be described using coordinate notation. Read and plot coordinates in

the first quadrant (with the aid of a grid).
● Reflect 2D shapes in a horizontal or vertical mirror line, including where the mirror line is the edge of

the shape, on square grids.

Statistics and Probability

Statistics
● Plan and conduct an investigation to answer statistical questions, considering what data to collect

(categorical and discrete data).
● Record, organise and represent categorical and discrete data. Choose and explain which

representation to use in a given situation:
○ Venn and Carroll diagrams
○ tally charts and frequency tables
○ pictograms and bar charts
○ dot plots (one dot per count).

● Interpret data, identifying similarities and variations, within and between data sets, to answer
statistical questions. Discuss conclusions, considering the sources of variation.

Probability
● Use language associated with chance to describe familiar events, including reference to maybe,

likely, certain, impossible.
● Conduct chance experiments, using small and large numbers of trials, and present and describe the

results using the language of probability.

Fourth Grade
Resources:



Thinking and Working Mathematically

● Specialising
● Generalising
● Conjecturing
● Convincing
● Characterising
● Classifying
● Critiquing
● Improving

Number

Counting and sequences
● Count on and count back in steps of constant size, and extend beyond zero to include negative

numbers.
● Recognise the use of objects, shapes or symbols to represent two unknown quantities in addition and

subtraction calculations.
● Use the relationship between repeated addition of a constant and multiplication to find any term of a

linear sequence.
● Recognise and extend the spatial pattern of square and triangular numbers.

Integers and powers
● Estimate, add and subtract integers, including where one integer is negative.
● Understand which law of arithmetic to apply to simplify calculations.
● Understand that the four operations follow a particular order.
● Estimate and multiply whole numbers up to 1000 by 1-digit or 2-digit whole numbers.
● Estimate and divide whole numbers up to 1000 by 1-digit whole numbers.
● Understand and explain the difference between prime and composite numbers.
● Use knowledge of factors and multiples to understand tests of divisibility by 4 and 8.
● Use knowledge of multiplication to recognise square numbers (from 1 to 100).

Place value, ordering and rounding
● Understand and explain the value of each digit in decimals (tenths and hundredths).
● Use knowledge of place value to multiply and divide whole numbers by 10, 100 and 1000.
● Use knowledge of place value to multiply and divide decimals by 10 and 100.
● Compose, decompose and regroup numbers, including decimals (tenths and hundredths).
● Round numbers with one decimal place to the nearest whole number.

Fractions, decimals, percentages, ratio and proportion
● Understand that a fraction can be represented as a division of the numerator by the denominator (unit

fractions, three-quarters, tenths and hundredths).
● Understand that proper fractions can act as operators.
● Recognise that improper fractions and mixed numbers can have an equivalent value.
● Recognise that proper fractions, decimals (one decimal place) and percentages can have equivalent

values.
● Estimate, add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and denominators that are multiples

of each other.
● Estimate, multiply and divide unit fractions by a whole number.
● Recognise percentages of shapes, and write percentages as a fraction with denominator 100.
● Understand the relative size of quantities to compare and order numbers with one decimal place,

proper fractions with the same denominator and percentages, using the symbols =, > and <.
● Estimate, add and subtract numbers with the same number of decimal places.



● Estimate and multiply numbers with one decimal place by 1-digit whole numbers.
● Understand that:

○ a proportion compares part to whole
○ a ratio compares part to part of two or more quantities.

Geometry and Measure

Time
● Understand time intervals less than one second.
● Compare times between time zones in digital notation (12- and 24-hour) and on analogue clocks.
● Find time intervals in seconds, minutes and hours that bridge through 60.
● Recognise that a time interval can be expressed as a decimal, or in mixed units.

Geometrical reasoning, shapes and measurements
● Identify, describe, classify and sketch isosceles, equilateral or scalene triangles, including reference

to angles and symmetrical properties.
● Estimate and measure perimeter and area of 2D shapes, understanding that shapes with the same

perimeter can have different areas and vice versa.
● Draw compound shapes that can be divided into rectangles and squares. Estimate, measure and

calculate their perimeter and area.
● Identify, describe and sketch 3D shapes in different orientations.
● Identify and sketch different nets for a cube.
● Use knowledge of reflective symmetry to identify and complete symmetrical patterns.
● Estimate, compare and classify angles, using geometric vocabulary including acute, right, obtuse and

reflex.
● Know that the sum of the angles on a straight line is 180°, and use this to calculate missing angles on

a straight line.
Position and transformation

● Compare the relative position of coordinates (with or without the aid of a grid).
● Use knowledge of 2D shapes and coordinates to plot points to form lines and shapes in the first

quadrant (with the aid of a grid).
● Translate 2D shapes, identifying the corresponding points between the original and the translated

image, on square grids.
● Reflect 2D shapes in both horizontal and vertical mirror lines to create patterns on square grids.

Statistics and Probability

Statistics
● Plan and conduct an investigation to answer a set of related statistical questions, considering what

data to collect (categorical, discrete and continuous data).
● Record, organise and represent categorical, discrete and continuous data. Choose and explain which

representation to use in a given situation:
○ Venn and Carroll diagrams
○ tally charts and frequency tables
○ bar charts
○ waffle diagrams
○ frequency diagrams for continuous data
○ line graphs
○ dot plots (one dot per data point).

● Understand that the mode and median are ways to describe and summarise data sets. Find and
interpret the mode and the median, and consider their appropriateness for the context.



● Interpret data, identifying patterns, within and between data sets, to answer statistical questions.
Discuss conclusions, considering the sources of variation.

Probability
● Use the language associated with likelihood to describe and compare likelihood and risk of familiar

events, including those with equally likely outcomes.
● Recognise that some outcomes are equally likely to happen and some outcomes are more (or less)

likely to happen, when doing practical activities.
● Conduct chance experiments or simulations, using small and large numbers of trials, and present and

describe the results using the language of probability.

Fifth Grade
Resources:

Thinking and Working Mathematically

● Specialising
● Generalising
● Conjecturing
● Convincing
● Characterising
● Classifying
● Critiquing
● Improving

Number

Counting and sequences
● Count on and count back in steps of constant size, including fractions and decimals, and extend

beyond zero to include negative numbers.
● Recognise the use of letters to represent quantities that vary in addition and subtraction calculations.
● Use the relationship between repeated addition of a constant and multiplication to find and use a

position-to-term rule.
● Use knowledge of square numbers to generate terms in a sequence, given its position.

Integers and powers
● Estimate, add and subtract integers.
● Use knowledge of laws of arithmetic and order of operations to simplify calculations.
● Understand that brackets can be used to alter the order of operations.
● Estimate and multiply whole numbers up to 10 000 by 1-digit or 2-digit whole numbers.
● Estimate and divide whole numbers up to 1000 by 1-digit or 2-digit whole numbers.
● Understand common multiples and common factors.
● Use knowledge of factors and multiples to understand tests of divisibility by 3, 6 and 9.
● Use knowledge of multiplication and square numbers to recognise cube numbers (from 1 to 125).

Place value, ordering and rounding
● Understand and explain the value of each digit in decimals (tenths, hundredths and thousandths).
● Use knowledge of place value to multiply and divide whole numbers and decimals by 10, 100 and

1000.
● Compose, decompose and regroup numbers, including decimals (tenths, hundredths and

thousandths).
● Round numbers with two decimal places to the nearest tenth or whole number.

Fractions, decimals, percentages, ratio and proportion



● 6Nf.01 Understand that a fraction can be represented as a division of the numerator by the
denominator (proper and improper fractions).

● Understand that proper and improper fractions can act as operators.
● Use knowledge of equivalence to write fractions in their simplest form.
● Recognise that fractions, decimals (one or two decimal places) and percentages can have equivalent

values.
● Estimate, add and subtract fractions with different denominators.
● Estimate, multiply and divide proper fractions by whole numbers.
● Recognise percentages (1%, and multiples of 5% up to 100%) of shapes and whole numbers.
● Understand the relative size of quantities to compare and order numbers with one or two decimal

places, proper fractions with different denominators and percentages, using the symbols =, > and <.
● Estimate, add and subtract numbers with the same or different number of decimal places.
● Estimate and multiply numbers with one or two decimal places by 1-digit and 2-digit whole numbers.
● Estimate and divide numbers with one or two decimal places by whole numbers.
● Understand the relationship between two quantities when they are in direct proportion.
● Use knowledge of equivalence to understand and use equivalent ratios.

Geometry and Measure

Time
● Convert between time intervals expressed as a decimal and in mixed units.

Geometrical reasoning, shapes and measurements
● Identify, describe, classify and sketch quadrilaterals, including reference to angles, symmetrical

properties, parallel sides and diagonals.
● Know the parts of a circle:

○ Centre
○ Radius
○ Diameter
○ circumference.

● Use knowledge of area of rectangles to estimate and calculate the area of right-angled triangles.
● Identify, describe and sketch compound 3D shapes.
● Understand the difference between capacity and volume.
● Identify and sketch different nets for cubes, cuboids, prisms and pyramids.
● Understand the relationship between area of 2D shapes and surface area of 3D shapes.
● Identify rotational symmetry in familiar shapes, patterns or images with maximum order 4. Describe

rotational symmetry as ‘order x’.
● Classify, estimate, measure and draw angles.
● Know that the sum of the angles in a triangle is 180°, and use this to calculate missing angles in a

triangle.
● Construct circles of a specified radius or diameter.

Position and transformation
● Read and plot coordinates including integers, fractions and decimals, in all four quadrants (with the

aid of a grid).
● Use knowledge of 2D shapes and coordinates to plot points to form lines and shapes in all four

quadrants.
● Translate 2D shapes, identifying the corresponding points between the original and the translated

image, on coordinate grids.
● Reflect 2D shapes in a given mirror line (vertical, horizontal and diagonal), on square grids.
● Rotate shapes 90° around a vertex (clockwise or anticlockwise).



Statistics and Probability

Statistics
● Plan and conduct an investigation and make predictions for a set of related statistical questions,

considering what data to collect (categorical, discrete and continuous data).
● Record, organise and represent categorical, discrete and continuous data. Choose and explain which

representation to use in a given situation:
○ Venn and Carroll diagrams
○ tally charts and frequency tables
○ bar charts
○ waffle diagrams and pie charts
○ frequency diagrams for continuous data
○ line graphs
○ scatter graphs
○ dot plots.

● Understand that the mode, median, mean and range are ways to describe and summarise data sets.
● Find and interpret the mode (including bimodal data), median, mean and range, and consider their

appropriateness for the context.
● Interpret data, identifying patterns, within and between data sets, to answer statistical questions.

Discuss conclusions, considering the sources of variation, and check predictions.
Probability

● Use the language associated with probability and proportion to describe and compare possible
outcomes.

● Identify when two events can happen at the same time and when they cannot, and know that the
latter are called 'mutually exclusive'.

● Recognise that some probabilities can only be modelled through experiments using a large number
of trials.

● Conduct chance experiments or simulations, using small and large numbers of trials. Predict, analyse
and describe the frequency of outcomes using the language of probability.

Sixth Grade
Resources:

Thinking and Working Mathematically

● Specialising
● Generalising
● Conjecturing
● Convincing
● Characterising
● Classifying
● Critiquing
● Improving

Number

Integers, powers and roots
● Estimate, add and subtract integers, recognising generalisations.
● Understand that brackets, positive indices and operations follow a particular order.
● Estimate, multiply and divide integers including where one integer is negative.



● Understand lowest common multiple and highest common factor (numbers less than 100).
● Use knowledge of tests of divisibility to find factors of numbers greater than 100.
● Understand the relationship between squares and corresponding square roots, and cubes and

corresponding cube roots.
Place value, ordering and rounding

● Use knowledge of place value to multiply and divide whole numbers and decimals by any positive
power of 10.

● Round numbers to a given number of decimal places.
Fractions, decimals, percentages, ratio and proportion

● Recognise that fractions, terminating decimals and percentages have equivalent values.
● Estimate and add mixed numbers, and write the answer as a mixed number in its simplest form.
● Estimate, multiply and divide proper fractions.
● Use knowledge of common factors, laws of arithmetic and order of operations to simplify calculations

containing decimals or fractions.
● Recognise percentages of shapes and whole numbers, including percentages less than 1 or greater

than 100.
● Understand the relative size of quantities to compare and order decimals and fractions, using the

symbols =, ≠, > and <.
● Estimate, add and subtract positive and negative numbers with the same or different number of

decimal places.
● Estimate, multiply and divide decimals by whole numbers.
● Understand and use the unitary method to solve problems involving ratio and direct proportion in a

range of contexts.
● Use knowledge of equivalence to simplify and compare ratios (same units).
● Understand how ratios are used to compare quantities to divide an amount into a given ratio with two

parts.

Algebra

Expressions, equations and formulae
● Understand that letters can be used to represent unknown numbers, variables or constants.
● Understand that the laws of arithmetic and order of operations apply to algebraic terms and

expressions (four operations).
● Understand how to manipulate algebraic expressions including:

○ collecting like terms
○ applying the distributive law with a constant.

● Understand that a situation can be represented either in words or as an algebraic expression, and
move between the two representations (linear with integer coefficients).

● Understand that a situation can be represented either in words or as a formula (single operation), and
move between the two representations.

● Understand that a situation can be represented either in words or as an equation. Move between the
two representations and solve the equation (integer coefficients, unknown on one side).

● Understand that letters can represent an open interval (one term).
Sequences, functions and graphs

● Understand term-to-term rules, and generate sequences from numerical and spatial patterns (linear
and integers).

● Understand and describe nth term rules algebraically (in the form n ± a, a × n where a is a whole
number).

● Understand that a function is a relationship where each input has a single output. Generate outputs
from a given function and identify inputs from a given output by considering inverse operations (linear
and integers).



● Understand that a situation can be represented either in words or as a linear function in two variables
(of the form y = x + c or y = mx), and move between the two representations.

● Use knowledge of coordinate pairs to construct tables of values and plot the graphs of linear
functions, where y is given explicitly in terms of x (y = x + c or y = mx).

● Recognise straight-line graphs parallel to the x- or y-axis.
● Read and interpret graphs related to rates of change. Explain why they have a specific shape.

Geometry and Measure

Geometrical reasoning, shapes and measurements
● Identify, describe and sketch regular polygons, including reference to sides, angles and symmetrical

properties.
● Understand that if two 2D shapes are congruent, corresponding sides and angles are equal.
● Know the parts of a circle:

○ Centre
○ Radius
○ Diameter
○ Circumference
○ Chord
○ tangent.

● Understand the relationships and convert between metric units of area, including hectares (ha),
square metres (m2), square centimetres (cm2) and square millimetres (mm2).

● Derive and know the formula for the area of a triangle. Use the formula to calculate the area of
triangles and compound shapes made from rectangles and triangles.

● Identify and describe the combination of properties that determine a specific 3D shape.
● Derive and use a formula for the volume of a cube or cuboid. Use the formula to calculate the volume

of compound shapes made from cuboids, in cubic metres (m3), cubic centimetres (cm3) and cubic
millimetres (mm3).

● Visualise and represent front, side and top view of 3D shapes.
● Use knowledge of area, and properties of cubes and cuboids to calculate their surface area.
● Identify reflective symmetry and order of rotational symmetry of 2D shapes and patterns.
● Derive the property that the sum of the angles in a quadrilateral is 360°, and use this to calculate

missing angles.
● Know that the sum of the angles around a point is 360o, and use this to calculate missing angles.
● Recognise the properties of angles on:

○ parallel lines and transversals
○ perpendicular lines
○ intersecting lines.

● Draw parallel and perpendicular lines, and quadrilaterals.
Position and transformation

● Use knowledge of scaling to interpret maps and plans.
● Use knowledge of 2D shapes and coordinates to find the distance between two coordinates that have

the same x or y coordinate (without the aid of a grid).
● Use knowledge of translation of 2D shapes to identify the corresponding points between the original

and the translated image, without the use of a grid.
● Reflect 2D shapes on coordinate grids, in a given mirror line (x- or y-axis), recognising that the image

is congruent to the object after a reflection.
● Rotate shapes 90° and 180° around a centre of rotation, recognising that the image is congruent to

the object after a rotation.
● Understand that the image is mathematically similar to the object after enlargement. Use positive

integer scale factors to perform and identify enlargements.



Statistics and Probability

Statistics
● Select and trial data collection and sampling methods to investigate predictions for a set of related

statistical questions, considering what data to collect (categorical, discrete and continuous data).
● Understand the effect of sample size on data collection and analysis.
● Record, organise and represent categorical, discrete and continuous data. Choose and explain which

representation to use in a given situation:
○ Venn and Carroll diagrams
○ tally charts, frequency tables and two-way tables
○ dual and compound bar charts
○ waffle diagrams and pie charts
○ frequency diagrams for continuous data
○ line graphs
○ scatter graphs
○ infographics.

● Use knowledge of mode, median, mean and range to describe and summarise large data sets.
Choose and explain which one is the most appropriate for the context.

● Interpret data, identifying patterns, within and between data sets, to answer statistical questions.
Discuss conclusions, considering the sources of variation, including sampling, and check predictions.

Probability
● Use the language associated with probability and proportion to describe, compare, order an interpret

the likelihood of outcomes.
● Understand and explain that probabilities range from 0 to 1, and can be represented as proper

fractions, decimals and percentages.
● Identify all the possible mutually exclusive outcomes of a single event, and recognise when they are

equally likely to happen.
● Understand how to find the theoretical probabilities of equally likely outcomes.
● Design and conduct chance experiments or simulations, using small and large numbers of trials.
● Analyse the frequency of outcomes to calculate experimental probabilities.

Middle School Mathematics
Using the Workshop Method of teaching and learning, Hillel Academy students are able to progress
through the math curriculum at a pace that makes sense to each individual student. All students will
graduate Hillel with an Algebra I high school credit and some will graduate with a Geometry high
school credit.  On rare occasions, students may also earn an Algebra II high school credit.

Pre Algebra
Pre-Algebra is an introduction to basic algebra concepts and a review of arithmetic algorithms. The
course emphasizes the concepts necessary to be successful in Algebra I and II. The course helps
students develop good mathematical study skills and learning strategies.

Resources:

Arithmetic Properties



● Place value
● Rounding whole numbers
● Regrouping with whole numbers
● Order of Operations
● Arithmetic properties
● Distributive property
● Rational and irrational numbers

Factors and Multiples

● Divisibility tests
● Factors and multiples
● Prime numbers
● Prime factorization
● Least common multiple
● Greatest common factor

Reading and Interpreting Data

● Representing data
● Stem and leaf plots
● Picture graphs, bar graphs, and histograms
● Frequency tables and dot plots
● Number patterns

Measurement

● Area of rectangles
● Perimeter
● Volume of a rectangular prism

Fractions

● Fractions on the number line
● Equivalent fractions
● Common denominators
● Decomposing  fractions
● Adding and subtracting fractions with like denominators
● Mixed numbers
● Adding and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators
● Adding and subtracting mixed numbers with unlike denominators
● Adding and subtracting fraction word problems
● Multiplying whole numbers and fractions
● Multiplication as scaling
● Multiplying fractions



● Multiplying mixed numbers
● Multiplying fractions word problems
● Fractions as division
● Dividing unit fractions and whole numbers
● Dividing fractions by fractions
● Dividing fractions word problems

Decimals

● Comparing decimals
● Rewriting decimals as fractions
● Adding decimals
● Multiplying decimals
● Dividing decimals

Negative Numbers and Coordinate Plane

● Order negative numbers
● Number opposites
● Absolute value
● Adding and subtracting negative numbers
● Multiplying and dividing negative numbers
● Writing and solving proportions

Ratios, Rate, and Proportions

● Visualize ratios
● Ratio application
● Rates
● Percents and percent word problems
● Percent, fraction, decimal conversions
● Constant of proportionality
● Identifying proportional relationships
● Writing and solving proportions

Equations, Expressions, and Inequalities

● Substitution & evaluating expressions
● Expression value intuition
● Constructing numerical expressions
● Evaluating expressions word problems
● Writing algebraic expressions
● One-step equations
● One-step addition and subtraction equations
● One-step multiplication and division equations



● One-step equation word problems
● Inequalities
● Dependent and independent variables

Exponents, Radicals, and Scientific Notation

● Exponents
● Square roots
● Cube roots
● Exponent properties
● Negative exponents
● Scientific notation
● Orders of magnitude
● Computing with scientific notation

Algebra
Algebra is a branch of mathematics that substitutes letters for numbers. Algebra is about finding the
unknown or putting real-life variables into equations and then solving them. Algebra can include real
and complex numbers, matrices, and vectors.

Students passing this course and the accompanying Hillsborough County EoC (End-of-Course) exam
will receive high school credit for Algebra.

Resources:

Algebra Foundations

● Variables
● Substitutions and evaluating expressions
● Combining like terms
● Introduction to equivalent expressions
● Division by zero

Solving Equations and Inequalities

● Linear equations with variable on both sides
● Linear equations with parentheses
● Analyzing the number of a solutions to linear equations
● Linear equations with unknown coefficients
● Multi-step inequalities
● Compound inequalities

Working with Units



● Rate conversion
● Appropriate units
● Word problems with multiple units

Linear Equations and Graphs

● Two-variable linear equations
● Slope
● Horizontal & vertical lines
● X-intercepts and Y-intercepts
● Applying intercepts and slope

Forms of Linear Equations

● Slope-intercept form
● Graphing slope-intercept equations
● Writing slope-intercept equations
● Point-slope form
● Standard form

Systems of Equations

● Solving systems of equations with substitution
● Equivalent systems of equations and the elimination method
● Number of solutions to systems of equations
● Systems of equations word problems

Inequalities (systems and graphs)

● Checking solutions of two-variable inequalities
● Graphing two-variable inequalities
● Modeling with linear inequalities

Functions

● Evaluating functions
● Inputs and outputs of a function
● Functions and equations
● Interpreting function notation
● Domain and range of a function
● Recognizing functions
● Maximum and minimum points
● Intervals
● Interpreting features of graphs



● Average rate of change
● Average rate of change word problems
● Inverse functions

Sequences

● Constructing arithmetic sequences
● Geometric sequences
● Modeling with sequences

Graphing Absolute Values

Exponents and Radicals

● Exponents review
● Radicals
● Simplifying square roots

Exponential Growth and Decay

● Exponential vs linear growth
● Exponential expressions
● Graphs of exponential growth
● Exponential vs. linear growth over time
● Exponential growth and decay
● Exponential functions from tables and graphs
● Exponential vs. linear models

Quadratics: Multiplying and Factoring

● Multiplying monomials by polynomials
● Multiplying binomials
● Special products of binomials
● Factoring
● Factoring quadratics
● Factoring quadratics by grouping
● Factoring quadratics with difference of squares
● Factoring quadratics with perfect squares

Quadratic Functions and Equations

● Parabolas
● Solving and graphing with factored form



● Solving quadratics by factoring
● The quadratic formula
● Completing the square
● Transforming quadratic functions

Irrational Numbers

● Irrational numbers
● Sums and products of rational and irrational numbers
● Proofs concerning irrational numbers

Geometry
Geometry is a branch of mathematics concerned with questions of shape, size, relative position of
figures, and the properties of space.

Students passing this course receive a high school credit for Geometry.

Resources:

Geometry Foundations

● Angles
● Polygons
● Area

Transformations

● Rigid transformations
● Translations
● Rotations
● Reflections
● Dilations
● Properties and definitions of transformations
● Symmetry

Congruence

● Transformations and congruence
● Triangle congruence
● Theorems concerning triangle properties
● Working with triangles
● Theorems concerning quadrilaterals properties
● Proofs of general theorems that use triangle congruence
● Constructing bisectors of lines and angles



Similarity

● Introduction to triangle similarity
● Solving similar triangles
● Angle bisector theorem
● Solving problems with similar and congruent triangles
● Solving modeling problems with similar and congruent triangles

Right Triangles and Trigonometry

● Pythagorean theorem
● Pythagorean theorem proofs
● Special right triangles
● Trigonometric ratios
● Solving for a side in a right triangle using the trigonometric ratio
● Solving for a side in an angle in a right triangle using the trigonometric ratio
● Modeling with right triangles
● Trigonometric ratios and similarity
● Sine and cosine of complementary angles
● Law of sines
● Law of cosines
● Solving general triangles

Solid Geometry

● Density
● 2D vs 3D objects

Analytic Geometry

● Distance and midpoints
● Dividing line segments
● Problem solving with distance on the coordinate plane
● Parallel & perpendicular lines on the coordinate plane
● Equations of parallel and perpendicular lines

Circles

● Circle basics
● Arc measure
● Arc length (from degrees)
● Radians
● Arc length (from radians)
● Sectors



● Inscribed angles
● Inscribed shapes problem solving
● Properties of tangents
● Graphs of circles
● Standard equation of a circle
● Expanded notation of a circle
● Constructing regular polygons inscribed in circles
● Constructing circumcircles & incircles
● Constructing a line tangent to a circle

Science
Hillel Academy will welcome the Cambridge International Curriculum and Pedagogy for Physical
Science for 8th-grade in the 2021 school year. This course provides a high school credit for students.

The Cambridge International Science Curriculum and Pedagogy for Kindergarten through 7th-grade
will be adopted by Hillel Academy in the 2022 school year. In the meantime, Hillel Academy is
committed to its current science curriculum, driven by Florida’s Sunshine State Standards, and will
continue to practice the philosophy that students learn about science by doing science.

The Cambridge Science curriculum supports learners in developing life-long curiosity about the
natural world and enables them to seek scientific explanations to the phenomena around them.
Learners develop a holistic approach to science by considering scientific thinking and practical skills
alongside knowledge and understanding which is vital for explaining the world around us. This
approach provides learners with the knowledge and skills they require to access and excel at science
in later phases of education.

A unique feature of the Cambridge Science curriculum is a strand called Science in Context which
supports demonstrating the relevance of science to learners. Improving learners’ awareness of
science in the world around them develops their sense that ‘science is for me’ and starts learners on
a journey of connecting themselves to the subject.



Responsible – Learners are responsible for themselves and for working collaboratively with others
when investigating science. They understand how the application of science can have impacts on
others and on the environment. They appreciate the role science has in the modern world, including
in their communities.

Innovative – Learners are able to use their scientific skills and understanding to adapt to new,
unfamiliar and future challenges. They are flexible and critical thinkers when studying scientific
phenomena.

Confident – Learners are secure in their scientific understanding of the world, confident in working
with scientific information and ideas and ready to challenge their own thinking. They are able to
present their findings and defend their conclusions as well as respect those of others.

Engaged – Learners are curious and want to deepen their scientific understanding. They are keen to
develop their ability to do science and are open to new ideas. They are able to use science to
participate constructively in society and the economy by making informed choices involving science,
at personal, local, national and global levels.

Reflective – Learners are reflective as scientists, able to review their understanding of the world and
discover more. They are concerned with the process of science as well as the products of science
and develop skills to allow them to investigate science independently.

Overview of teaching approaches

The Cambridge Science curriculum offers great flexibility through its three strand categories
approach: skills strand, content strand, and context strand. The three types of strands are designed to
support each other in every stage of learning to provide learners with a holistic science education.

Science is a practical subject and the teaching of science at Hillel Academy includes opportunities for
learners to observe and carry out practical work.

Kindergarten
Kindergarten students use a hands-on approach to understanding the scientific method and how to
recognize and solve problems in the real world. Carrying out experiments and depending on their 5
senses,  the students are asked to observe the world around them and to discover and describe how
various systems work.

Resources:
● Pearson Interactive Science
● Scholastic News

Physical Science



● The Nature of Science: questions, observations, learning together, sharing knowledge
● Problem Solving: making a plan
● Objects: sorting, identifying different properties
● Your five senses
● Mixtures and Matter
● Motion

Life Science

● Living and Non-Living Things
● Plants and Animals

Earth Science

● Earth and Sky

First Grade
First grade students use a variety of literature and hands-on teaching materials to learn about the
“scientific method.” Students are encouraged to explore the world around them, formulate questions,
investigate those questions, collect the appropriate data, and learn to evaluate and communicate
information.

Resources:
● Pearson Interactive Science
● Scholastic News
● TIME for Kids

Engineering and Technology

● Inquiry: What questions do scientists ask? What skills do scientists use?
● The Design Process

Life Science

● Living Things and Their Environments
● Plants and Animals

Earth Science

● Earth and Sky
● Water



Physical Science

● Matter
● Energy
● Movement

Second Grade
Second grade students conduct experiments and participate in hands-on activities to learn and
practice skills such as classifying, measuring, predicting, drawing conclusions, and using models.

Resources:
● Pearson Interactive Science
● Scholastic News
● TIME for Kids

Engineering and Technology

● The Nature of Science
● Technology and Tools

Life Science

● Plants and Animals
● Growing and Changing

Earth Science

● Earth’s Materials
● The Solar System
● Weather

Physical Science

● Matter
● Energy, Motion and Force

Third Grade
The Third-Grade Science curriculum prepares the foundation for the Middle School Science program
by focusing on the Earth Sciences.  It includes a study of Weather and Climate, Earth’s Surface,
Earth Systems, and Space. Most importantly, the science program, as all science programs should
be, is a hands-on exploration of the world around the students.

Resources:



● Pearson Interactive Science

Weather & Climate

● Represent data in tables and graphical displays to describe typical weather conditions expected
during a particular season.

● Obtain and combine information to describe climates in different regions of the world.
● Make a claim about the merit of a design solution that reduces the impacts of a weather-related

hazard.

Earth’s Surface

● Identify patterns in rock formations and fossils in rock layers to support an explanation for changes in
the landscape over time.

● Make observations and or measurements to provide evidence of the effects of weathering and the
rate of erosion by wind, water, ice, or vegetation.

● Generate and compare multiple solutions to reduce the impact of natural Earth processes
(earthquake, volcano, flood, tsunami) on humans.

Earth Systems

● Develop a model using an example to describe ways the geosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and
atmosphere interact.

● Describe and graph the amounts and percentages of water and freshwater in various reservoirs to
provide evidence about the distribution of water on Earth.

● Obtain and combine information about ways individual communities use science ideas to protect
Earth’s resources and environment.

Space

● Support an argument that the gravitational force exerted by Earth on objects is directed down.
● Support an argument that the apparent brightness of the sun and stars is due to their relative

distances from Earth.
● Represent data in graphical displays to reveal patterns of daily changes in length and direction of

shadows, day and night, and the season appearance of some stars in the night sky.

Fourth Grade
The Fourth-Grade Science curriculum prepares the foundation for the Middle School Science
program by focusing on the Life Sciences.  It includes a study of Ecosystems, Life Cycles and Traits,
and Plant and Animal Adaptations. Most importantly, the science program, as all science programs
should be, is a hands-on exploration of the world around the students.

Resources:
● Pearson Interactive Science



Ecosystems

● Construct an argument that some animals form groups that help members survive.
● Analyze and interpret data from fossils to provide evidence of the organisms and the environment in

which they lived long ago.
● Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular habitat some organisms can survive well,

some survive less well, and some cannot survive at all.
● Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused when the environment changes and

the types of plants and animals that live there may change.
● Use models to describe that energy in animals' food (used for growth, body repair, motion and to

maintain body warmth) was once energy from the sun.
● Use a model to describe that animals receive different types of information through their senses,

process the information in their brain and respond to the information in different ways.

Life Cycles and Traits

● Develop models to describe that organisms have unique and diverse life cycles but all have in
common birth, growth, reproduction, and death.

● Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence that plants and animals have traits inherited from
parents and that variation of these traits exists in a group of similar organisms.

● Use evidence to support the explanation that traits can be influenced by the environment.
● Use evidence to construct an explanation for how the variations in characteristics among individuals

of the same species may provide advantages in surviving, finding mates, and reproducing.

Plant and Animal Adaptations

● Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that function to
support survival, growth, behavior and reproduction.

● Use a model to describe that animals receive different types of information through their senses,
process the information in their brain and respond to the information in different ways.

Fifth Grade
The Fifth-Grade Science curriculum prepares the foundation for the Middle School Science program
by reviewing and building upon the knowledge and skills developed in elementary school as students
prepare for their transition into higher level science study in middle school.  Most importantly, the
science program, as all science programs should be, is a hands-on exploration of the world around
the students.

Resources:
● Pearson Interactive Science

Engineering and Technology

● Inquiry and Technology
● Design and Function



Life Science

● Classifying Organisms
● Growth and Survival
● Human Body Systems
● Ecosystems

Earth Science

● The Water Cycle and Weather
● Earth’s Surface
● Earth and Space

Physical Science

● Matter and Its Properties
● Forces and Motion
● Changing Forms of Energy

Middle School Science Philosophy
As science and the interests of the students evolve, so do the details of Hillel Academy’s middle
school science curriculum.  Science curricular units in the middle school follow the five E’s
instructional model (Engage, Explore, Explain, Elaborate, Evaluate), based on the constructivist
approach to learning.  With this in mind, lessons, projects, and laboratory experiments are designed
to expose students to science and its many facets, emphasizing the development of deeper
understanding rather than memorization.  

Although the curriculum follows a general “one overall subject area per year” format, this does not
exclude the extensive integration of all science disciplines into each subject area.  Students do not
see science as three isolated disciplines, but rather a much larger, well-integrated and evolving
method to view and explore the world.  Students also engage in project-based and laboratory
practical assessments.  

Overall, there is an extreme emphasis on depth rather than breadth in a gradual effort to teach
students HOW to think rather than WHAT to think.  Earth Sciences, Life Sciences, and Physical
Sciences are used as curricular contexts to explore each student’s sense of wonder and accomplish
this goal.  

Finally, Hillel Academy students graduate with a single science High School credit in Integrated
Physical Science.



Sixth Grade: Earth Science
Resources:

● Interactive Science Earth's Structure
● Interactive Science Astronomy and Space Science (Pearson)

Introduction to the Nature of Science

● Laboratory Safety and Equipment in Earth Science
● What is science?
● Evolving Nature of Science
● Measurement
● Broad Nature of Science
● The fallacy of “being right” or “proving” things

Plate Tectonics

● Earth’s Interior
● Convection and the Mantle
● Drifting Continents
● Sea-Floor Spreading
● The Theory of Plate Tectonics

Earthquakes

● Forces in Earth’s Crust
● Earthquakes and Seismic Waves
● Monitoring Earthquakes
● Earthquake Safety

Volcanoes

● Volcanoes and Plate Tectonics
● Properties of Magma
● Volcanic Eruptions
● Volcanic Landforms

Minerals

● Properties of Minerals
● How Minerals Form
● Using Mineral Resources



Rocks

● Classifying Rocks
● Igneous Rocks
● Sedimentary Rocks
● Rocks From Reefs
● Metamorphic Rocks
● The Rock Cycle

Earth, Moon, and Sun

● Earth in Space
● Gravity and Motion
● Phases, Eclipses, and Tides
● Earth’s Moon

The Solar System

● The Sun
● The Inner Planets
● The Outer Planets
● Comets, Asteroids, and Meteors
● Is There Life Beyond Earth?

Stars, Galaxies, and the Universe

● Characteristics of Stars
● Lives of Stars
● Star Systems and Galaxies
● The Expanding Universe

Exploring Space

● The Science of Rockets
● The Space Program
● Exploring Space Today
● Using Space Science on Earth

Marine Lab - Four day Marine Biology exploration in the Florida Keys

● Data Collection and Analysis
● Field Research Process
● Florida Marine Environments
● Coral Ecology



● Invertebrate and Vertebrate Classification
● Shark and Squid Dissection

Seventh Grade: Life Science
Resources:

● Interactive Science Cells and Heredity
● Interactive Science Human Body Systems (Pearson)

Introduction to the Nature of Science

● Laboratory Safety and Equipment in Life Science
● What is science?
● Evolving Nature of Science
● Measurement
● Broad Nature of Science
● The fallacy of “being right” or “proving” things

Cell Structure and Function

● Discovering Cells
● Looking Inside Cells
● Chemical Compounds in Cells
● The Cell in Its Environment

Cell Processes and Energy

● Photosynthesis
● Cellular Respiration
● Cell Division
● Cancer and the Cell

Genetics

● Gregor Mendel’s Work
● Probability and Heredity
● The Cell and Inheritance
● The DNA Connection
● Modern Genetics

○ Human Inheritance
○ Human Genetic Disorders
○ Advances in Genetics



Bones, Muscles, and Skin

● Body Organization and Homeostasis
● The Skeletal System
● Diagnosing Bone and Joint Injuries
● The Muscular System
● The Integumentary System

Nutrition and Digestion

● Food and Energy
● “Healthy” Eating
● The Digestive Process Begins
● Final Digestion and Absorption

Circulation and Respiration

● The Body’s Transport System
● A Closer Look at Blood Vessels
● Blood and Lymph
● Cardiovascular Health
● The Respiratory System

Endocrine System and Reproduction

● The Endocrine System
● The Male and Female Reproductive Systems
● The Human Life Cycle

The Nervous System

● How the Nervous System Works
● Divisions of the Nervous System
● The Senses
● Alcohol and Other Drugs

Eighth Grade: Cambridge Physical Science

Students receive a high school science credit upon the successful completion of this course.

Cambridge Physical Science enables learners to:
● increase their understanding of the technological world
● take an informed interest in scientific matters



● recognise the usefulness (and limitations) of scientific method, and how to apply this to other
disciplines and in everyday life

● develop relevant attitudes, such as a concern for accuracy and precision, objectivity, integrity,
enquiry, initiative and inventiveness

● develop an interest in, and care for, the environment
● better understand the influence and limitations placed on scientific study by society, economy,

technology, ethics, the community and the environment
● develop an understanding of the scientific skills essential for both further study and everyday

life.

Resources:
● Introductory Physical Science

Chemistry

● The particulate nature of matter
● Experimental techniques
● Atoms, elements and compounds
● Stoichiometry
● Electricity and chemistry
● Energy changes in chemical reactions
● Acids, bases and salts
● The Periodic Table
● Metals
● Air and water
● Carbonates
● Organic chemistry

Physics

● General physics
● Thermal physics
● Properties of waves, including light and sound
● Electricity and magnetism
● Atomic physics

Social Studies and  Cambridge International Global Perspectives
Hillel Academy will welcome the Cambridge International Curriculum and Pedagogy for Human
Geography for 8th-grade in the 2021 school year. This course provides a high school credit for
students.

Additionally, Hillel Academy will adopt the Cambridge International Curriculum and Pedagogy for
Global Perspectives for all students in Kindergarten through 8th-grade in the 2021 school year.  Three



times a year, days will be designated as “Global Perspective Day.” All students in all grades will
simultaneously engage in a developmentally appropriate day-long deep study of social issues
impacting our global society.  At the conclusion of these days, parents and guests will be invited to
the school to learn from Hillel Academy students.

Cambridge Global Perspectives® is a unique, transformational programme that helps students at
every stage of school education develop outstanding transferable skills, including critical thinking,
research and collaboration. This innovative and stimulating skills-based programme places academic
study in a practical, real-world context. It gives students aged 5 to 19 the opportunity to develop
transferable skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, research, communication and
collaboration that they need to be successful at school and university as well as in their future
careers.

The programme develops the skills of research, analysis, evaluation, reflection, collaboration and
communication and offers valuable opportunities to reinforce links with and skills learnt in other
subject areas.

Responsible – Learners are responsible for their own learning by directing their choice of issue to
research. They contribute to group problem solving and are responsible for completing specific tasks
allocated to them. They show academic honesty and give credit to others for their contributions.

Innovative – Learners think of innovative solutions to problems and suggest a course of action that
will make a positive difference to those in their local community. Their presentations to classmates
may make innovative use of technology or other resources.

Confident – Learners gain the skills they need to analyse and evaluate information which will allow
them to confidently choose information sources to use in their own research. They will have
opportunities to present their work to peers which will help them to become confident communicators.

Engaged – Learners will consider issues that affect them and those in their local community. They
will also discuss how these issues affect others around the world. As learners better understand the



causes and consequences of local issues they will engage with solutions and actions to improve the
situation.

Reflective – Learners are reflective about their own learning, about their behaviour in relation to
others and how their behaviour and habits can affect people locally and even globally. They also
reflect on how information changes or reinforces their ideas about a topic.

Hillel Academy is committed to its current social studies curriculum, driven by Florida’s Sunshine
State Standards. Because a social studies curriculum is based upon a school’s local, State, and
national community, an international curriculum is not sufficient to meet the needs of students.

Kindergarten
Resources:

● TCI Social Studies Alive
● Scholastic News
● TIME for Kids

Social Studies

Me and My World

Who Am I?
● Students are able to identify what they look like, things that are important to them, personal feelings

and things that they are able to do or excel at.
● Recite and print first and last name
● Recite address and telephone number

What Is a Family?
● Students are able to identify members of their family, traditions or things that they do as a family,

things that make individual members of their family unique.
How Do I Make Friends?
How Do I Solve Problems With Others?
How Can I Be A Good Helper at School?

● Practice and assume a willingness to accept responsibility for own behavior
● Demonstrate ability to work independently
● Interact, share, and cooperate within groups
● Practice common courtesies such as please, thank you and may I?

Where Am I in the World?
● Recognize and demonstrate an appropriate response to the American flag
● Learn the Pledge of Allegiance and other patriotic songs
● Name the current U.S. President and Vice-President
● Recognize the United States and Florida on a map and globe
● Appreciate the varied backgrounds and cultures that are represented in America
● Understand the meaning of stripes and stars on the American flag

How Do People Live Around the World?
● Discover that people use different languages to communicate



What Do People Need and Want?
● Identify examples of needs
● Identify examples of wants

How Can I Help Take Care of the World?

Global Perspectives

Research

Constructing research questions
● Ask basic questions about a given topic

Information skills
● Talk about information on a given topic in sources provided

Conducting research
● Begin to participate in simple investigations and ask basic questions to find information and opinions

Recording findings
● Record information on a given topic in pictograms or simple graphic organisers

Analysis

Identifying perspectives
● Say something known about a topic

Interpreting data
● Talk about information recorded in pictograms or graphic organisers

Making connections
● Talk about simple, personal consequences of own actions

Solving problems
● Choose a possible solution to an issue from a range of actions given

Evaluation

Evaluating sources
● Select a source relevant to a given topic and explain reasons for choice

Evaluating arguments
● State an opinion about a given topic

Reflection

Personal contribution
● Identify personal contribution in the form of an action intended to help achieve a shared outcome

Teamwork
● Identify an action that someone else contributed to achieve a shared outcome

Personal viewpoints
● Talk about what has been learned during an activity with support

Personal learning



● Talk about something liked in a particular activity

Collaboration

Cooperation and interdependence
● Share resources with others while working independently or with a partner

Engaging in teamwork
● Work positively with others

Communication

Communicating information
● Answer questions with relevant information about a given topic

Listening and responding
● Listen to others in class discussions and respond with simple questions

First Grade
Resources:

● TCI Social Studies Alive
● Scholastic News
● TIME for Kids

Social Studies

School and My Family

How Do We Get Along In School?
● students discover the value of cooperating to complete a task

Why Is It Important to Learn From Each Other?
Why Do Schools Have Rules?

● Discuss ways to live cooperatively at school, in neighborhoods and communities
Who Works at Your School and in Your Community?

● Knows selected elected officials (president, governor)
● Knows the responsibilities of authority figures ( parents, teachers, police officers)

How Are We Good Helpers at School?
What Was School Like Long Ago?

● Identify similarities and differences between school today and long ago
What is a Map?

● Recognize that a map represents a real place
● Identifies the four cardinal directions
● Identifies and uses a compass rose, map key, and map symbols
● Identifies physical features on a map (hills, mountains, lakes)
● Is able to locate Florida and North America on a map

What Groups Do We Belong To?
● Categorize different people into groups such as school, family, or community



● Students identify the different types of groups to which they belong
How Are Families Special?

● Students identify different family members, types of homes, and family activities
● Students recognize what characteristics make their own family special

What Do Families Need and Want?
● Identify the difference between needs and wants
● Distinguish between producers and consumers
● Identify the difference between goods and services.
● Identify the differences between human and natural resources.

How Do Family Members Care for Each Other?
● Students sort family pictures into three categories of caring for each other—helping each other,

sharing knowledge, and spending time together.
● How can we be helpful to our parents? To our Siblings?

How Do Families Change Over Time?
● Students explore what happens when people grow older
● Students learn some reasons why families change in size

Where Do Families Live?
● Identifies similarities and differences between a neighborhood, city, state, and country
● Identifies similarities and differences between life in cities, towns, suburbs, and farms

What Are Family Traditions?
● Students explore the term tradition
● Discuss and share family traditions for birthdays and holidays from two different cultures

What Do Good Neighbors Do?
● Show examples of actions good neighbors take

Global Perspectives

Research

Constructing research questions
● Ask focused questions about a given topic

Information skills
● Locate relevant information in sources provided

Conducting research
● Conduct simple investigations, using interviews or questionnaires to find information and opinions

Recording findings
● Record findings from research in pictograms, simple tables or graphic organisers

Analysis

Identifying perspectives
● Recognise that different people know different things about a topic

Interpreting data
● Recognise that graphical and numerical data can show information about a topic

Making connections
● Talk about simple, personal consequences of own actions on others

Solving problems



● Suggest a personal action that could make a positive difference to an issue affecting self

Evaluation

Evaluating sources
● Suggest sources which might be relevant to a topic, explaining reasons for relevance

Evaluating arguments
● Express an opinion about a given topic, giving reasons for opinion

Reflection

Personal contribution
● Identify personal contribution in the form of an idea intended to help achieve a shared outcome

Teamwork
● Identify an idea that someone else contributed to achieve a shared outcome

Personal viewpoints
● Talk about what has been learned during an activity

Personal learning
● Talk about a particular activity that supported learning

Collaboration

Cooperation and interdependence
● Carry out a task in order to contribute to a shared outcome

Engaging in teamwork
● Work positively with others, contributing to a shared outcome

Communication

Communicating information
● Talk about a given topic, giving relevant information

Listening and responding
● Listen to others in class discussions and respond with simple and relevant questions

Second Grade
Resources:

● TCI Social Studies Alive
● Scholastic News
● TIME for Kids

Social Studies

My Community



What is a Community?
● Our family as a community
● We all live in a community
● Roles and responsibilities for those in the community
● Different types of communities

Our local communities and neighborhoods including landmarks, points of interest, and unique
features

● How Are Communities Different?
● Discuss features, advantages, and disadvantages of urban, rural, and suburban communities

What is a Map?
● Identify the United States on a map/globe
● Identify our state and city on a map/globe
● Identify seven continents and oceans on a map/globe
● Recognizing different kinds of landforms and bodies or water on Earth
● Understanding map symbols, use a compass rose

What is Geography?
● Identify geographic features and locate them on a physical map

How Do People Use Our Environment?
● Explore how people use natural resources in various environments
● Discover the effects of pollution

How Are Goods Made and Brought to Us?
● Our needs, our wants- goods and services
● Consumers and customers
● Trade with others around the world

Who Provides Services in a Community?
● Economics, jobs, careers, services

How Can I Be a Smart Consumer?
● Students make choices about what to buy and distinguish between economic needs and wants
● Students read about economic principles and practices that help consumers spend wisely

How Can One Person Make a Difference?
How Do Leaders Help Their Communities?

● How our Government works- roles of government officials
● Identify how public officials are selected
● Ways that identify and create a democracy

What Does a Good Citizen Do?
● How people contribute to their community to establish a democracy
● Identify American symbols, monuments, holidays, and how they are celebrated

Global Perspectives

Research

Constructing research questions
● Construct own questions to aid understanding of a topic

Information skills
● Locate relevant information and answers to questions within sources provided

Conducting research



● Conduct investigations, using interviews or questionnaires, making observations and taking
appropriate measurements

Recording findings
● Select, organise and record information from sources and findings from research in simple charts or

diagrams

Analysis

Identifying perspectives
● Recognise that people think or believe different things about a topic

Interpreting data
● Draw simple conclusions from graphical or numerical data

Making connections
● Talk about simple causes of personal actions and consequences on others

Solving problems
● Suggest personal actions that could make a positive difference to an issue affecting others

Evaluation

Evaluating Sources
● Discuss a source, recognising that the author has a clear viewpoint on the topic

Evaluating arguments
● Express an opinion about another person’s viewpoint, giving reasons for opinion

Reflection

Personal contribution
● Identify strengths and limitations of personal contribution to teamwork

Teamwork
● Identify how working together improved the shared outcome achieved

Personal viewpoints
● Talk about what has been learned during an activity and consider how personal ideas have changed

Personal learning
● Identify which types of activities support learning

Collaboration

Cooperation and interdependence
● The team allocate given tasks to team members to achieve a shared outcome

Engaging in teamwork
● The team member introduces ideas and works positively with other team members to achieve a

shared outcome



Communication

Communicating information
● Present information about a given topic clearly and with an appropriate structure

Listening and responding
● Listen to others in class discussions and respond with relevant ideas and questions

Third Grade
Resources:

● TCI Social Studies Alive
● Scholastic News
● TIME for Kids

Social Studies

Our Community and Beyond

Understanding the Geography of the World
● Identify and utilize basic map elements such as cardinal and intermediate directions, compass rose,

title, key/legend, coordinate grid, and scale.
● Compare maps and globes to explain the concept of distortion.
● Use tables, charts, graphs, and photos to analyze geographic information.
● Identify the purpose of and utilize maps of various types.
● Use maps to identify different types of scale to measure the distance between two places.

Finding Places in the United States
● Label the states in the United States
● Locate key geographic features on a globe/map: equator and prime meridian
● Label continents and oceans on a world map

Geography and the Way We Live
● Learn how different physical features, climate, and natural resources impact a community

Settling in the United States
● Explore reasons why people immigrate, challenges immigrants face in getting to the United States,

and some of the benefits/drawbacks of being an immigrant
Making Communities Better

● Honoring the contributions of individuals whose actions made a difference in the lives of people in our
own community and around the country

Cultures Around the World
● How are people around the world alike and different?
● Learn about children from communities around the world, study artifacts related to the children’s daily

lives.  Note similarities and differences between their lives and those of the children they learned
about.

Understanding Our Economy
● Differentiate between an entrepreneur and human resource.
● Explain producer and consumer examples.
● Recognize that buyers and sellers interact to exchange goods and services through the use of trade

or money.
How do we buy and sell things?



● Discuss why we need money, how money can be used wisely
Choices in a Free Market

● Discover what happens to prices when supply and demand change
The United States and Global Trade
Providing Public Services

● Learn about the different public services that are available in our own community
Government in the United States

● Explain the purpose and need for government
● Explain how government was established through a written Constitution
● Recognize that the Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the land

Citizenship and Participation
● Describe how government gains its power from the people
● Identify group and individual actions that demonstrate cooperation, volunteerism, and other American

civic virtues
Protecting the Environment

● Use technology and text sources to describe the natural resources in the United States, Canada,
Mexico, and the Caribbean.

Global Perspectives

Research

Constructing research questions
● Construct own questions to aid understanding of a topic

Information skills
● Locate relevant information and answers to questions within sources provided

Conducting research
● Conduct investigations, using interviews or questionnaires, making observations and taking

appropriate measurements
Recording findings

● Select, organise and record information from sources and findings from research in simple charts or
diagrams

Analysis

Identifying perspectives
● Recognise that people think or believe different things about a topic

Interpreting data
● Draw simple conclusions from graphical or numerical data

Making connections
● Talk about simple causes of personal actions and consequences on others

Solving problems
● Suggest personal actions that could make a positive difference to an issue affecting others

Evaluation



Evaluating Sources
● Discuss a source, recognising that the author has a clear viewpoint on the topic

Evaluating arguments
● Express an opinion about another person’s viewpoint, giving reasons for opinion

Reflection

Personal contribution
● Identify strengths and limitations of personal contribution to teamwork

Teamwork
● Identify how working together improved the shared outcome achieved

Personal viewpoints
● Talk about what has been learned during an activity and consider how personal ideas have changed

Personal learning
● Identify which types of activities support learning

Collaboration

Cooperation and interdependence
● The team allocate given tasks to team members to achieve a shared outcome

Engaging in teamwork
● The team member introduces ideas and works positively with other team members to achieve a

shared outcome

Communication

Communicating information
● Present information about a given topic clearly and with an appropriate structure

Listening and responding
● Listen to others in class discussions and respond with relevant ideas and questions

Fourth Grade
Resources:

● TCI Social Studies Alive

Social Studies

America’s Indigenous Peoples and Florida History

Discovering the Social Sciences
● What do social scientists do?
● Discuss artifacts from the perspective of each of these social science traditions: economics,

geography, political science, and history
Exploring Regions of the United States
The Peopling of the United States



Florida
● Geography
● History
● Economy
● Government

American Indigenous Peoples and Their Land
● Trace migration routes of the first Americans, summarize how these groups adapted to different

environments
● Compare Native American tribes from different geographic regions in the cultural aspects including

but not limited to clothing, shelter, food, major beliefs and practices, art, and interactions with the
environment

● American Indigenous Peoples Cultural Regions

Global Perspectives

Research

Constructing research questions
● Begin to construct research questions with support

Information skills
● Identify sources and locate relevant information and answers to questions within them

Conducting research
● Conduct investigations, using interviews or questionnaires to test a prediction or begin to answer a

research question
Recording findings

● Select, organise and record relevant information from sources and findings from research, using an
appropriate method

Analysis

Identifying perspectives
● Identify some key points from different perspectives on the same topic within a source

Interpreting data
● Find and interpret simple patterns in graphical or numerical data

Making connections
● Talk about simple causes of a local issue and consequences on others

Solving problems
● Suggest and justify an action to make a positive difference to a local issue

Evaluation

Evaluating sources
● Discuss a source, considering the author and/or purpose, and comment on its strengths and

limitations
Evaluating arguments

● Express opinions about a source, making reference to its features and arguments



Reflection

Personal contribution
● Discuss the impact of personal contribution to teamwork

Teamwork
● Identify benefits and challenges of working together to achieve a shared outcome

Personal viewpoints
● Discuss ways that personal ideas may have been influenced by new information or the ideas of

others
Personal learning

● Identify skills learned or improved during an activity

Collaboration

Cooperation and interdependence
● The team plan and divide tasks fairly to achieve a shared outcome, considering skills of team

members and time available
Engaging in teamwork

● The team member introduces useful ideas which are likely to help achieve a shared outcome and
works positively to solve problems faced by the team

Communication

Communicating information
● Present information clearly with an appropriate structure and with some reference to sources where

appropriate
Listening and responding

● Listen to ideas and information about an issue and ask questions relevant to the issue

Fifth Grade
Resources:

● TCI Social Studies Alive

Social Studies

America’s Past

Geography of the United States
● Identify each of the states on a U.S. map
● Use latitude and longitude to locate places

How and Why Europeans Came to the New World
● Investigate the nationality, sponsoring country, motives, dates and routes of travel, and

accomplishments of eight early European explorers
● Predict the level of impact eight early European explorers had on North American history

Routes of Exploration to the New World



Early English Settlements
● Compare and contrast the three English settlements of Roanoke, Jamestown, and Plymouth
● Comparing the Colonies
● Explain the economic, political and socio-cultural motivation for colonial settlement.
● Identify and locate the original thirteen colonies on a map of North America.
● Compare characteristics of New England, Middle, and Southern colonies.
● Identify significant individuals responsible for the development of the New England, Middle, and

Southern colonies
● Demonstrate an understanding of the political, economic, and social aspects of daily colonial life
● Explain the importance of Triangular Trade linking Africa, the West Indies, the British Colonies, and

Europe
Slavery in the Americas

● Describe the introduction, impact, and role of slavery in the colonies
Life in Colonial Williamsburg
Tensions Grow Between the Colonies and Great Britain
To Declare Independence or Not

● Distinguish significant individuals and groups who played a role in the American Revolution
● Differentiate political ideas of Patriots, Loyalists, and "undecideds" during the American Revolution

The Declaration of Independence
● Identify the major events that led to the creation and approving of the Declaration of Independence
● Examine and express understanding of key passages from the Declaration of Independence

The American Revolution
● Identify and explain significant events leading up to the American Revolution.

The Constitution
The Bill of Rights

Global Perspectives

Research

Constructing research questions
● Begin to construct research questions with support

Information skills
● Identify sources and locate relevant information and answers to questions within them

Conducting research
● Conduct investigations, using interviews or questionnaires to test a prediction or begin to answer a

research question
Recording findings

● Select, organise and record relevant information from sources and findings from research, using an
appropriate method

Analysis

Identifying perspectives
● Identify some key points from different perspectives on the same topic within a source

Interpreting data
● Find and interpret simple patterns in graphical or numerical data



Making connections
● Talk about simple causes of a local issue and consequences on others

Solving problems
● Suggest and justify an action to make a positive difference to a local issue

Evaluation

Evaluating sources
● Discuss a source, considering the author and/or purpose, and comment on its strengths and

limitations
Evaluating arguments

● Express opinions about a source, making reference to its features and arguments

Reflection

Personal contribution
● Discuss the impact of personal contribution to teamwork

Teamwork
● Identify benefits and challenges of working together to achieve a shared outcome

Personal viewpoints
● Discuss ways that personal ideas may have been influenced by new information or the ideas of

others
Personal learning

● Identify skills learned or improved during an activity

Collaboration

Cooperation and interdependence
● The team plan and divide tasks fairly to achieve a shared outcome, considering skills of team

members and time available
Engaging in teamwork

● The team member introduces useful ideas which are likely to help achieve a shared outcome and
works positively to solve problems faced by the team

Communication

Communicating information
● Present information clearly with an appropriate structure and with some reference to sources where

appropriate
Listening and responding

● Listen to ideas and information about an issue and ask questions relevant to the issue

Sixth Grade
The Sixth-Grade World History curriculum is a survey of western civilization.



Resources:
● World History: Connection to Today,  Prentice Hall

Social Studies

Western & Ancient Civilizations

Ancient Civilizations
● Tools of Historians

○ Interpretations of History
○ The Dating Game
○ 12 vital dates

● Neolithic Revolution: How did the development of agriculture change life?
● How did geographic challenges lead to the development of city states in Mesopotamia?
● What are the characteristics of a civilization?
● What were the contributions of early civilizations in the Fertile Crescent?

○ Babylonians
○ Assyrians
○ Chaldeans
○ Phoenicians
○ Persians

● Identify and locate on a map the major geographic and historical features of the ancient Near
East.

● Investigate ancient Egypt
○ Geography as a “gift of the Nile”
○ History of the Kingdoms
○ Aspects of Egyptian life and religion
○ Contributions to civilization
○ Identify and locate on a map the major geographic and historical features of ancient

Egypt
● Ancient India: How did geography affect the development of civilization in India?
● Ancient China

○ How did geography affect ancient China?
○ What were the key contributions of ancient Chinese dynasties?
○ How did Confucianism, Daoism and Legalism influence culture and politics in ancient

China?
Classical Greece

● How did geography influence the development of Greek city states?
● How did the Minoan civilization of Crete influence the culture of mainland Greece? Analyze

Minoan and Mycenaean artifacts
● Analyze and create dramatic presentations from The Odyssey to learn about early Greek

values
● How have Greek myths influenced modern language and art?
● How did democracy develop in ancient Greece?



○ Compare democracy in ancient Athens with democracy in modern America
● What bonds unified all Greeks?
● Compare and contrast Athens with Sparta
● Understand the causes, major battles and consequences of the Persian Wars.
● “Tour “ Athens during its Golden Age to examine daily life.
● Understand the causes of the Peloponnesian War and the consequential decline of  Greece
● What was the impact of Alexander the Great on the ancient world?
● What were the achievements and contributions of ancient Greece to civilization?
● Create and present dramatic readings that answer the question Ancient Greece: map the

major seas, land areas, city states and key battles
Classical Rome

● How was Rome founded?  (Myth and history).
● What were the characteristics and values of the Roman Republic?
● How was the Roman Republic governed and how did it change?
● How was Rome able to conquer Italy?
● How was Rome able to conquer Carthage during the Punic Wars?
● How did her conquest of the Mediterranean affect Rome?
● Discuss Julius Caesar and the change from a republic to an empire
● What were the reasons for the “fall of Rome”?
● Identify the Roman contributions to civilization
● Depict on a map the expansion of Rome at various stages.
● Examine the historical Jesus and the beginnings of Christianity.
● How did Christianity spread through the ancient world?

The Middle Ages
● The “Dark Ages”: comprehend how the fall of Rome led to a restructuring of society in

Western Europe.
● Examine the Church’s role, organization and activities
● What was life like in medieval manors and towns?
● How did the Byzantine Empire develop and form its own Church?
● Examine the Crusades

○ Map the spread of Islam
○ The major crusades and their consequences

● What events in Europe during the 13th and 14th centuries contributed to the decline of
feudalism?

● Prepare a multimedia presentation on a topic relating to the Middle Ages
The Renaissance, Reformation and Exploration

● The Renaissance
○ What changes in Europe led to the Renaissance?
○ Identify and compare ancient, medieval and Renaissance art to understand the rebirth

of classical traditions.
○ “Tour” Florence to examine the advances made in art, architecture, engineering,

painting, sculpture, math, science and commerce.



● The Reformation
○ Understand how Martin Luther’s beliefs brought him into conflict with the Catholic

Church
○ Discuss the Spread of Protestantism
○ Understand how the Council of Trent and Catholic reformers changed the Church
○ What were the religious and political results associated with the Reformation
○ Depict on a map the religious differences in Europe

● Transformations in Europe: Which thinkers’ ideas transformed Europe and impacted the
world today?

Age of Exploration
● What factors led to European exploration?
● Investigate the Portuguese and Spanish voyages of discovery
● Understand the Spanish colonial empire in the New World

Contemporary American Society

Global Perspectives

Research

Constructing research questions
● Construct relevant research questions

Information skills
● Identify and begin to reference a range of print and multimedia sources and use them to locate

relevant information and answer research questions
Conducting research

● Select an appropriate method and conduct research to test predictions and begin to answer a
research question

Recording findings
● Select, organise and record relevant information from a range of sources and findings from research,

using appropriate methods

Analysis

Identifying perspectives
● Identify ideas and evidence from different perspectives within different sources, on a given topic

Interpreting data
● Explain how graphical or numerical data supports an argument

Making connections
● Explain causes of a local or global issue and consequences on others

Solving problems
● Suggest and justify different actions to make a positive difference to a national or global issue

Evaluation

Evaluating Sources



● Evaluate sources, considering the author and purpose, recognising that some sources may be biased
Evaluating arguments

● Discuss the effectiveness of a source, making explicit reference to its development of an argument

Reflection

Personal contribution
● Explain personal contribution to teamwork and identify targets for improvement

Teamwork
● Consider the benefits and challenges of teamwork experienced when working together to achieve a

shared outcome
Personal viewpoints

● Consider ways that personal perspective on an issue may have changed as a result of conducting
research or exploring different perspectives

Personal learning
● Identify skills learned or improved during an activity and relate to personal strengths and areas for

improvement

Collaboration

Cooperation and interdependence
● The team assign roles and divide tasks fairly, considering skills of team members and time available,

and work together to achieve a shared outcome
Engaging in teamwork

● The team member introduces useful ideas to help achieve a shared outcome and works positively to
resolve conflict, solve problems and encourage other team members to participate, when required

Communication

Communicating information
● Present information and arguments clearly with some reasoning, referencing sources where

appropriate
Listening and responding

● Listen to ideas and information and offer relevant and well-judged contributions that demonstrate
understanding of the issue

Seventh Grade
The Seventh-Grade Social Studies curriculum is an overview of American History from the Colonial
Era through World War II. Students read the text The American Journey, supplemented with lectures,
classroom discussions, skits, videos, maps, and role-playing and collaborative learning experiences.
The classroom experience includes online portions of History Alive! The United States Through
Modern Times.

Resources:



● TCI History Alive
● The American Journey

Social Studies

American History

Colonial Era
● Who were the First Americans and how did they get here?
● Spanish exploration and colonization
● The English Colonies in North America

○ Impact of geography on development
○ Compare life in the New England, Middle and Southern colonies

The Revolutionary Era
● Understand how changes in British policies caused dissatisfaction among colonists.
● Read and analyze the Declaration of Independence
● Follow the major campaigns, events and personalities of the War for Independence.

Nation Building
● What were the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?
● What compromises emerged from the Constitutional Convention? Reenact the Convention and

debate several issues
● Examine the Constitution including, separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism and the

Bill of Rights
The New Nation

● Domestic Affairs
○ How did the differing visions of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton led to the

development of political parties?
○ How did John Marshall establish the principle of judicial review?
○ What were the effects of the women’s rights movement?

● Foreign Affairs. How did Presidents deal with the following challenges?
○ Pirates.
○ Freedom of the seas and the War of 1812
○ Latin America and the Monroe Doctrine

● Westward Expansion/ Manifest Destiny
○ Louisiana Purchase and the Louis and Clark Expedition
○ Oregon Trail
○ Texas Independence
○ War with Mexico
○ California and Utah

Civil War
● How did the North and South differ in terms of  geography, population, economy and resources?
● What caused the Civil War ?
● What were the goals and strategies of the Union and Confederacy?
● Detail the campaigns of the Civil War.
● How did the war affect civilians and combatants?
● Reconstruction

Reshaping the Nation (1860-1914)
● How did settlers and railroads change the West and affect American Indians?



● What was life like for immigrants who came to America in the early 1900s?
● Why and how did the US expand its influence onto the Pacific and Latin America?

The Turbulent Decades
● World War I

○ Map the major battles and events of World War I
○ Consequences of World War l

● The 1920s: How did technology, transportation and social change affect American life?
● The Great Depression

○ Causes of the Great Depression
○ How did the Great Depression and New Deal impact American life?

World War II
● Understand the origins of World War II
● The Expanding War
● Japan and the Road to Pearl Harbor
● War in the Mediterranean
● Recognize Stalingrad as the turning point on the Eastern Front
● Describe the Second Front
● The war in the Pacific
● Map the campaigns in the European, Mediterranean and Pacific Theaters

Global Perspectives

Research

Constructing research questions
● Construct relevant research questions

Information skills
● Identify and begin to reference a range of print and multimedia sources and use them to locate

relevant information and answer research questions
Conducting research

● Select an appropriate method and conduct research to test predictions and begin to answer a
research question

Recording findings
● Select, organise and record relevant information from a range of sources and findings from research,

using appropriate methods

Analysis

Identifying perspectives
● Identify ideas and evidence from different perspectives within different sources, on a given topic

Interpreting data
● Explain how graphical or numerical data supports an argument

Making connections
● Explain causes of a local or global issue and consequences on others

Solving problems
● Suggest and justify different actions to make a positive difference to a national or global issue



Evaluation

Evaluating Sources
● Evaluate sources, considering the author and purpose, recognising that some sources may be biased

Evaluating arguments
● Discuss the effectiveness of a source, making explicit reference to its development of an argument

Reflection

Personal contribution
● Explain personal contribution to teamwork and identify targets for improvement

Teamwork
● Consider the benefits and challenges of teamwork experienced when working together to achieve a

shared outcome
Personal viewpoints

● Consider ways that personal perspective on an issue may have changed as a result of conducting
research or exploring different perspectives

Personal learning
● Identify skills learned or improved during an activity and relate to personal strengths and areas for

improvement

Collaboration

Cooperation and interdependence
● The team assign roles and divide tasks fairly, considering skills of team members and time available,

and work together to achieve a shared outcome
Engaging in teamwork

● The team member introduces useful ideas to help achieve a shared outcome and works positively to
resolve conflict, solve problems and encourage other team members to participate, when required

Communication

Communicating information
● Present information and arguments clearly with some reasoning, referencing sources where

appropriate
Listening and responding

● Listen to ideas and information and offer relevant and well-judged contributions that demonstrate
understanding of the issue

Eighth Grade: Cambridge Human Geography
Students receive a high school science credit upon the successful completion of this course.

Successful Cambridge Geography candidates develop lifelong skills, including:
● an understanding of the processes which affect physical and human environments



● an understanding of location on a local, regional and global scale
● the ability to use and understand geographical data and information
● an understanding of how communities around the world are affected and constrained by

different environments.

Resources:

Social Studies

Theme 1: Population and settlement

● Population dynamics
● Migration
● Population structure
● Population density and distribution
● Settlements (rural and urban) and service provision
● Urban settlements
● Urbanisation

Theme 2: The natural environment

● Earthquakes and volcanoes
● Rivers
● Coasts
● Weather
● Climate and natural vegetation

Theme 3: Economic development

● Development
● Food production
● Industry
● Tourism
● Energy
● Water
● Environmental risks of development

Global Perspectives

Research

Constructing research questions
● Construct a range of relevant research questions and identify the most appropriate one to follow up

Information skills
● Identify and accurately reference a wide range of print and multimedia sources and use them to

locate relevant information and answer research questions
Conducting research



● Select most suitable methods and conduct research to test predictions and answer a research
question

Recording findings
● Select, organise and effectively record relevant information from a wide range of sources and findings

from research, justifying the method chosen

Analysis

Identifying perspectives
● Identify perspectives and synthesise arguments and evidence from a range of sources on a given

topic
Interpreting data

● Identify patterns and trends in graphical or numerical data in order to support an argument
Making connections

● Make some links between causes and consequences of an issue at personal, local and global levels
Solving problems

● Recommend an appropriate course of action and explain possible consequences for a national or
global issue

Evaluation

Evaluating sources
● Evaluate a range of sources, considering the author and purpose and how well they are supported by

other sources, explaining why some may be biased
Evaluating arguments

● Evaluate the reasoning of an argument in a source, considering the structure and techniques used

Reflection

Personal contribution
● Explain personal contribution to teamwork and relate to own strengths and areas for improvement

Teamwork
● Relate benefits and challenges of teamwork to personal experience of working together to achieve a

shared outcome and identify targets for improvement
Personal viewpoints

● Explain how personal perspective on an issue has changed as a result of conducting research and
exploring different perspectives

Personal learning
● Identify skills learned or improved during an activity and consider strategies for further development

Collaboration

Cooperation and interdependence
● The team assign roles and tasks with an appropriate rationale and respond flexibly when required to

help each other achieve a shared outcome



Engaging in teamwork
● The team member introduces useful ideas to help achieve a shared outcome, and works positively

and sensitively to resolve conflict and solve problems, supporting and encouraging other team
members to participate, when required

Communication

Communicating information
● Present coherent, well-reasoned and clearly structured arguments with detailed referencing of

sources where appropriate
Listening and responding

● Listen to ideas and information and offer well-judged contributions that shape the discussion and
enhance understanding of the issue

High School Credits
By the time students graduate from Hillel Academy students may be able to earn the following High
School credits:

● Algebra I
● Geometry
● Physical Science
● Human Geography
● Spanish I
● Spanish II

K - 8 Hebrew and Judaic Studies
Students at Hillel Academy develop a personal Jewish identity. The population of our school is
diverse: 10% of our school population is not Jewish; 20% come from interfaith homes; and 70% fall
somewhere between “just Jewish” and “Orthodox.” How Hillel Academy students connect with
Judaism is deeply personal. Some connect religiously, some connect ritualistically, and some connect
academically.

Dual Judaic Studies Tracks

In order to best meet the needs of our diverse population, Hillel Academy offers two tracks of Jewish
study. Families are asked to choose the track that best meets their family’s needs.

Yahadut Track

The Yahadut Jewish studies and Hebrew track reflects the diversity of the community we serve. It has
equal elements of Jewish culture, Hebrew with a flavor of Israel, and Jewish practice. It is sensitive to
the diverse practices of the Jewish community. As such, its ambition is to reflect and respect the
diverse population of the Tampa Bay region. Hebrew language and Jewish customs are given equal
weight; Jewish customs are presented to inform the student of the beauty and practical application of



Jewish tradition.

At its essence, students are exposed to the wonderful traditions of prayer and practice at school while
also gaining some exposure to Jewish law. The overarching goal of the Yahadut Track is to be
inclusive in its approach and rich in its presentation.

● Yahadut Track Resources
○ Hebrew and Israel Learning (focus on modern Hebrew)

■ Tal Am (through 5th grade)
■ Ulpan Or (6th through 8th)

○ Judaic Studies
■ L’havin u’Lehaskil

○ Tefillah / Prayer
■ Siddur - Haleli Nafshi

Yeshiva Track
The Yeshiva Track was created for families who specifically desire a Day School education that is
taught according to Orthodox norms using a fun and interactive method. Although open to anyone,
traditional Jewish practice is assumed, with the expectation that this mode of education more closely
reflects the observances practiced in the student’s own home. The Yeshiva track teachers are all
observant, according to the standards of Orthodox practice.

As the grades advance, the curriculum also incorporates additional content and skills-based
instruction in traditional Jewish texts (including Rashi, Mishnayos, etc...). The Yeshiva Track
comprises separate Jewish Studies and Hebrew classes, as well as Tefilah (prayers).

The goal is that when students graduate they are able to open a Chumash and/or Navi and read,
translate, and understand on their own.

● Yeshiva track Resources
○ Hebrew and Judaic Studies (focus on biblical Hebrew)

■ L’havin u’Lehaskil
■ Yahadus

○ Tefillah / Prayer
■ Siddur - Tehilat Hashem

K - 5 Hebrew & Judaic Studies

Kindergarten
In Kindergarten the students are introduced to the Hebrew language through songs, prayers and
several hands-on activities. Children will be able to recognize the letters as well as some basic sight
words preparing them for the TalAm program. Students are also immersed in the learning of Shabbat
and Holidays’ customs and prayers through stories, arts and crafts and in-school celebrations. Midot
and Chesed (Jewish values and acts of kindness) are also an integral part of the day-to-day life of the
children.

https://info.italam.org/
https://www.ulpanor.com/
https://www.cojds.org/lhavin-ulehaskil/
http://www.hallelinafshi.org/
https://www.cojds.org/lhavin-ulehaskil/
https://www.livinglessons.com/about-us/yahadus/
https://store.kehotonline.com/mobile/prodinfo.asp?number=HP-STH.WSYT


Kindergarten Hebrew & Judaic Studies Objectives
● Introduction to the Hebrew Alphabet

○ Students will
■ begin to learn to identify and sound the letters in the Hebrew Alphabet.
■ learn some of the simple vowel sounds, in preparation for learning reading and

literacy skills in First grade
■ begin to learn about the characters  they will encounter when they begin the Tal

Am curriculum in First Grade
■ gain basic classroom vocabulary and basic classroom commands

● Judaics
○ Students will

■ focus on learning about Shabbat and holidays, and their various accompanying
blessings

■ learn about the 5 books of the Torah and they will begin to study and learn the
stories in the weekly Torah portion

■ Students will begin to learn the weekday t'filah (prayers) by rote, using creative
melodies and rhythms. Art, music, and experiential learning create an innovative
and engaging curriculum

First Grade
In First Grade students begin their Hebrew and Judaic Studies journey through the spiraled and
immersive curriculum Tal Am. This educational platform consists of  an interactive and multisensory
experience for students. Combining online learning utilizing technology as well as hands on and
traditional classroom learning, Tal Am Aleph (1) consists of two parts: “Shalom BaKita” (in the
classroom) and “Shalom BaBayit uVaChutz” (at home and outdoors). The first part focuses on the
class, the classroom environment and the objects it contains, their daily routines, and with the
learning process. The second part deals with the objects and daily routines in the home and also with
the world surrounding the children and the various weather phenomena existing in nature.

First Grade Hebrew and Judaics Objectives
● Ariot - Letter and vowel recognition and decoding

○ Students will
■ learn to read and write block letters and simple vowels, such as the “ah” and “ee”

vowels
■ learn vocabulary situated around classroom activities and basic classroom

commands
■ learn vocabulary for the home and people in our families

● Shabbat and Holidays  - their meaning, symbols, and blessings, are included in this second
section

○ Students will
■ learn about the Hebrew Calendar and how it differs from the Roman Calendar
■ learn the days of the week and the names of the Hebrew months. Students

become aware that the Hebrew Calendar is based mostly off the lunar calendar



● The students learning is conducted through activities and concrete
experiences facilitated through the Hebrew environment in the classroom

● Torah Studies - Students will learn, more in depth, the stories and Torah portions in the book of
Bereishit, Genesis

○ Students begin to learn the specifics for the stories from Creation through the birth and
exile of Moses from Egypt

Second Grade
Students in the Second Grade continue their Hebrew and Judaic Studies journey using the spiraled
curriculum Tal Am 1 (part 2). This educational platform consists of  an interactive and multisensory
experience for students. Combining online learning utilizing technology as well as hands on and
traditional classroom learning, Tal Am Aleph (1) consists of two parts: “Shalom BaKita” (in the
classroom) and “Shalom BaBayit uVaChutz” (at home and outdoors). The first part focuses on the
class, the classroom environment and the objects it contains, their daily routines, and with the
learning process. The second part deals with the objects and daily routines in the home and also with
the world surrounding the children and the various weather phenomena existing in nature.

Hebrew and Judaics Objectives
● Ariot - Students will learn more complicated decoding of words and master the block lettering

both in reading and in writing
○ Students begin to utilize the vocabulary used in First grade to speak to each other in

class and their teacher regarding classroom activities and objects and people in the
home

○ Present tense is introduced through simple verbs, and phrases
○ Basic sentence structure is introduced
○ Students begin to learn cursive fonts in Hebrew, and they will continue to learn the more

complicated vowels such as  “Eh, Ey, O,” as well as compound vowels
● Shabbat and Holidays - their meaning, symbols, and blessings, are included in this second

section
○ Students, utilizing the Hebrew Calendar, will learn about the holidays as they occur

throughout the year building on the knowledge acquired in Tal am 1, part 1.
○ The students’ learning is conducted through activities and concrete experiences

facilitated through the Hebrew environment in the classroom.

Third - Fifth Grades
Tal Am 2 - Hebrew
In Tov BaKita the children become familiar with their fellow Tal Am students and deepen their
acquaintance with the students of the virtual class by learning their first and last names. The content
of this unit is based on the activation of knowledge acquired in Tal Am 1. Memory activation and
learning for retention are emphasized as life skills through the utilization of the Keepsake Notebook.
Tov BaBayit focuses on the daily routines of the home concerning clothing, cleanliness and proper
nutrition, while instilling the mitzvot and customs corresponding to them. Online components and



consumables create a well rounded multi-disciplinary curriculum to allow students to progress through
the language in a comprehensive manner.

Tal Am 2 - Judaic Studies
Students review key concepts about all holidays and days of celebration. They expand their studies of
Holidays, Torah, and Mitzvot, by delving into the deeper meanings of symbols, prayers, and traditions
which we observe. Students begin to learn and understand about the development and order of the
Hebrew calendar, when the holidays occurl, and the difference between major and minor holidays.

Tal Am 3 - Hebrew
This unit concentrates on four main themes: (1) The Memory Box, which helps students remember
what they learned in the past and retain new knowledge acquired throughout the school year; (2) The
rules for successful learning; (3) The concept of Multiple Intelligences, which enable us to think, learn
and perform other activities successfully; (4) A deeper acquaintance with the students of the virtual
class – their distinct characteristics, hobbies etc. – as a model for their own class. The children are
also introduced to a new student, and experience through him the process of integration and the
significance of friendship and acceptance.

Tal Am 3 - Judaic Studies
This unit expands the students critical thinking skills through the study of holidays by examining the
different traditions and methods of holiday observance. Students learn to interpret rules and laws
associated with holidays according to two different schools of thought; Beit Hillel and Beit Shamai.
Students engage in text study utilizing the Torah and some simple forms of commentary.

6th - 8th Modern Hebrew
Resource:

● Ulpan Or

Beginning in 6th Grade students shift from the Tal Am resources to the Ulpan Or resources that focus
on Hebrew conversational skills while still reinforcing reading and writing. Students brand new to
Hebrew will have additional support provided by Hillel Academy educators.

Reading Comprehension - Reading comprehension assignments are based on stories, poems, and
songs in Hebrew. For each text learned in class new vocabulary words will be learned. Additional
assignments, such as sentence and paragraph writing, will serve as aids in the learning and retention
of the vocabulary.

Spelling and Grammar - Students will receive different spelling tasks throughout the year. They will
also practice the conjugation of verbs and learn how to form sentences in Hebrew using the different
grammatical rules learned in class.



Oral Language Acquisition -  Students will work on conversational Hebrew activities which include
writing dialogues that are based on the vocabulary  learned.   The students will present  their
dialogues in class and/or create a short video in Hebrew. Additionally, throughout the year students
prepare and engage in fun activities, such as puppet shows, games and more.  These activities are
based on  classic children books written in Hebrew. This interactive and hands on approach allows
the students  to visit and engage with younger classes as well as each other.

Middle School Judaic Studies
In middle school, students learning in the Yahadut Track will shift to a seminar model of learning
where during each semester of study, they will focus deeply on a single topic of study. Semester-long
units include:

● B’nei Mitzvah Preparation
● Jews in American History
● The History of the Holocaust
● Joshua and/or Samuel I
● The Geopolitical Landscape of Biblical Israel
● The Geopolitical Landscape of Modern Israel

Students studying in the Yeshiva Track will continue to study Chumash, Mishnayos, Navi, etc… as
many prepare for their transition to high school yeshivot or seminaries.

Technology Education and Integration
Preparing students for the technological world in which they live is of extraordinary importance at
Hillel Academy. Students use laptops and iPads sparingly in primary school and increase their use as
they matriculate. iPads in particular are tactile and intuitive and young children are easily motivated
by them.  However, we do not support much time in front of screens at this early age.

Beginning in 3rd-grade students are given their own laptop and begin their formal education of
technology with digital citizenship and learning G-Suite tools. In 4th grade, students learn to code
using MIT’s Scratch program. 5th and 6th-grade students exercise their creative license by building
anything they can dream up in Maker Lab. In 7th-grade students explore the world of multimedia and
create podcasts.  In 8th-grade, students build robots and compete in challenges. Teachers capitalize
on the tools students have access to and their knowledge of them by integrating technology into their
lessons.

Grade Level Technology Objectives
Kindergarten

● Students...
○ Use a variety of early learning reading and math apps on Ipads



○ Are enrolled in and monitored on their own Reading Eggs and IXL accounts for
individualized learning

○ Learn about proper iPad and laptop care and usage
First Grade

● Students...
○ Use Google Slides to create original research presentations (while working with older

Hillel students)
○ Continue to use Reading Eggs and IXL accounts for individualized learning
○ Are enrolled in and monitored on their own iTalAm accounts for individualized learning

Second Grade
● Students...

○ Use Google Slides to create original research presentations (while working with older
Hillel students)

○ Continue to use Reading Eggs, IXL, and iTalAm accounts for individualized learning
Third Grade

● Students
○ Complete a digital citizenship course and are assigned their personal laptop computer
○ Learn G-Suite productivity tools such as Sheets, Slides, Docs, and Gmail
○ Begin to use technology to locate, research, organize, analyze, and evaluate

information from a variety of sources and media
○ Plan and develop a complete research paper or project using their individual GoogleDoc

account
○ Continue to use IXL and iTalAm for individualized learning

Fourth Grade
● Students...

○ Complete a keyboarding class
○ Utilize MIT’s Scratch coding program to learn how to program software
○ Continue G-Suite productivity tools such as Sheets, Slides, Docs, and Gmail
○ Complete a reliable resources class to be able to advocate and practice safe, legal, and

responsible use of information and technology
○ Continue to use IXL and iTalAm for individualized learning

Fifth Grade
● Students...

○ Continue G-Suite productivity tools such as Sheets, Slides, Docs, and Gmail
○ Continue to use IXL and iTalAm for individualized learning
○ Are active participants in MakerLab, where students are given the freedom to explore

and create projects within a S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and
Mathematics) framework. Projects include electronic circuitry, programming, 3D design
and fabrication, and multimedia production.

Sixth Grade
● Students...

○ Continue G-Suite productivity tools such as Sheets, Slides, Docs, and Gmail



○ Continue to use IXL for individualized learning and add Membean for individualized
vocabulary

○ Are active participants in MakerLab, where students are given the freedom to explore
and create projects within a S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and

○ Mathematics) framework. Projects include electronic circuitry, programming, 3D design
and fabrication, and multimedia production.

○ Collect and analyze data using technology to identify solutions and/or make informed
decisions

○ Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of
digital environments and media

○ Develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of
other cultures using technology

Seventh Grade
● Students

○ Continue G-Suite productivity tools such as Sheets, Slides, Docs, and Gmail
○ Continue to use IXL and Membean for individualized learning
○ Create in the Media Lab where use a variety of multimedia tools to produce content

such as video, audio, and podcasts
○ Collect and analyze data using technology to identify solutions and/or make informed

decisions
○ Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of

digital environments and media
○ Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of

media and formats
○ Develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of

other cultures using technology
Eighth Grade

● Students...
○ Continue G-Suite productivity tools such as Sheets, Slides, Docs, and Gmail
○ Continue to use IXL and Membean for individualized learning
○ Participate in a year-long intramural robotics competition where they are given

challenges in programming and engineering and then have to work together to
accomplish goals

○ Collect and analyze data using technology to identify solutions and/or make informed
decisions

○ Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of
digital environments and media

○ Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of
media and formats

○ Develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of
other cultures using technology



Foreign Language Lab / Spanish (7th & 8th Grades)
Hillel Academy partners with Florida Virtual School (FLVS) to teach students a third language in the
7th & 8th Grades.  In addition to the teacher provided by FLVS, Hillel Academy staffs a Language Lab
Facilitator to keep the students motivated and focused on their individual learning progressions. While
it is recommended that 7th Grade students begin with Beginner’s Spanish and 8th Grade students
take Spanish I and earn a High School language credit, students are at liberty to take any language
taught by FLVS and those with background knowledge in a language (e.g. a student speaks Spanish
at Home) may start at a higher language level (e.g. skip Introduction to Spanish and start with
Spanish I).

Beginner’s Spanish
Students will be immersed in the Spanish language and culture. They will develop listening, speaking,
reading, and writing skills while broadening their exposure and appreciation for Spanish cultural
similarities and differences.

Resources:
● Florida Virtual School (FLVS)

Beginner’s Spanish Objectives:
SEGMENT 1

● Module 1:
○ My life and me
○ Greetings
○ Basic geography
○ Importance of speaking Spanish
○ Where is Spanish spoken?
○ Introductions
○ Tú vs. usted
○ Alphabet
○ Numbers 0–30
○ Age
○ Written presentation about self
○ Days of the week
○ Months
○ Personality traits
○ Who am I in a global world?
○ Cognates
○ Ser: yo
○ Tener: tengo, tienes
○ Question words: ¿Cómo?, ¿Cuántos? ¿Cuándo?



○ Oral presentation describing self
○ Reading and listening comprehension

● Module 2:
○ Describing likes and dislikes with gustar
○ School schedules
○ School systems in Spanish-speaking countries
○ Describing classes and teachers
○ Stating opinions
○ Asking questions
○ Identifying and locating classroom items
○ Telling time
○ 24-hour clock
○ Ordinal numbers
○ Written presentation of a blog
○ Numbers 31–60
○ Ir: voy, vas, va
○ Subject pronouns: él, ella, usted
○ Definite and indefinite articles
○ Noun-adjective agreement
○ Reading and listening comprehension
○ Oral presentation describing likes and dislikes

SEGMENT 2
● Module 3:

○ My preferences and me
○ Food and beverages
○ Describing a meal
○ Describing how often you eat a meal
○ How to order and pay in a restaurant
○ Mealtime practices in Spanish-speaking countries
○ Regular -ar, -er, and -ir verbs
○ Tener expressions
○ Written presentation of a survey
○ Prefiero, quiero, almuerzo
○ Numbers 0–1000
○ Describing rooms of a house
○ Household chores
○ Shopping
○ Preparing for a party
○ Metric system
○ Money
○ Reading and listening comprehension
○ Oral presentation describing preferences

● Module 4:



○ My house and me
○ Houses in Spanish-speaking countries
○ Characteristics of a home
○ Tener: tengo, tienes,
○ Estar: estoy, estás, está
○ Estar with feelings
○ Ser: soy, eres, es
○ Ir a vs. Ir al
○ Written presentation about the house
○ Household furniture vocabulary
○ Chores vocabulary
○ Numbers 0–1,000,000
○ Irregular yo verbs; pongo, salgo, hago, tengo
○ Creating a budget
○ Reading and listening comprehension
○ Oral presentation describing chores and how to prepare home for party

Spanish 1 (High School Credit)
Students learn basic Spanish grammar to help build fluency and understanding, and apply what they
learn through interactive games, written practice, listening, and speaking exercises.

Resources:
● Florida Virtual School (FLVS)

Spanish 1 Objectives:
Segment 1

● Module 1:
○ My life and me
○ Greetings
○ Basic geography
○ Importance of speaking Spanish
○ Where is Spanish spoken?
○ Introductions
○ Tú vs. Usted
○ Alphabet
○ Numbers 0–30
○ Age
○ Written presentation about self
○ Days of the week
○ Months
○ Personality traits
○ Who am I in a global world?



○ Cognates
○ Ser: yo
○ Tener: tengo, tienes
○ Question words: ¿Cómo?, ¿Cuántos? ¿Cuándo?
○ Oral presentation describing self
○ Reading and listening comprehension

● Module 2:
○ Describing likes and dislikes with gustar
○ School schedules
○ School systems in Spanish-speaking countries
○ Describing classes and teachers
○ Stating opinions
○ Asking questions
○ Identifying and locating classroom items
○ Telling time
○ 24-hour clock
○ Ordinal numbers
○ Written presentation of a blog
○ Numbers 31–60
○ Ir: voy, vas, va
○ Subject pronouns: él, ella, usted
○ Definite and indefinite articles
○ Noun-adjective agreement
○ Reading and listening comprehension
○ Oral presentation describing likes and dislikes

● Module 3:
○ My preferences and me
○ Food and beverages
○ Describing a meal
○ Describing how often you eat a meal
○ How to order and pay in a restaurant
○ Mealtime practices in Spanish-speaking countries
○ Regular -ar, -er, and -ir verbs
○ Tener expressions
○ Written presentation of a survey
○ Prefiero, quiero, almuerzo
○ Numbers 0–1000
○ Describing rooms of a house
○ Household chores
○ Shopping
○ Preparing for a party
○ Metric system
○ Money



○ Reading and listening comprehension
○ Oral presentation describing preferences

● Module 4:
○ My house and me
○ Houses in Spanish-speaking countries
○ Characteristics of a home
○ Tener: tengo, tienes,
○ Estar: estoy, estás, está
○ Estar with feelings
○ Ser: soy, eres, es
○ Ir a vs. Ir al
○ Written presentation about the house
○ Household furniture vocabulary
○ Chores vocabulary
○ Numbers 0–1,000,000
○ Irregular yo verbs; pongo, salgo, hago, tengo
○ Creating a budget
○ Reading and listening comprehension
○ Oral presentation describing chores and how to prepare home for party

Segment 2
● Module 5:

○ My family and me
○ Immediate and extended families
○ Occupations
○ Family traditions in Spanish-speaking countries
○ Plural subject pronouns
○ Tener and ser irregular forms
○ Possessive adjectives
○ Written presentation about family
○ Contraction del
○ Prepositions
○ Nationalities
○ Oral presentation describing family member
○ Reading and listening comprehension

● Module 6:
○ My free time and me
○ Jugar
○ Issuing and accepting an invitation
○ Dating customs in Spanish-speaking countries
○ Music from Spanish-speaking countries
○ Sports from Spanish-speaking countries
○ Sports and pastimes
○ Written presentation of a narration of my life



○ Weather expressions
○ Types of clothing
○ Conmigo, contigo
○ eàie, eài stem-changing of the verbs entender, cerrar, servir, pedir
○ Reviewing time expressions
○ Reviewing tener expressions
○ Celsius vs. Fahrenheit
○ Oral presentation about activities done in different seasons
○ Reading and listening comprehension

● Module 7:
○ My city and me
○ Forms of transportation
○ City vs. country
○ Weather review
○ Review of prepositions
○ Review of estar and hay
○ Review porque vs. por que
○ Review estar with feelings and location
○ Prepositions al and del
○ Written presentation about traveling and an itinerary
○ Transportation in Spanish-speaking countries
○ City vs. country life in Spanish-speaking countries
○ Introduction of saber vs. conocer
○ Describing near future with ir + a + infinitive
○ Oral presentation about traveling
○ Reading and listening comprehension

Spanish 2 (High School Credit)
Students strengthen their Spanish listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills while experiencing
the beauty and expressiveness of a language that is shared by different people and cultures
throughout the world using authentic materials.

Resources:
● Florida Virtual School (FLVS)

Spanish 2 Objectives:
SEGMENT 1

● Module 1—My Daily Routine
○ Adjectives
○ Adverbs
○ Clothing vocabulary
○ Cognates



○ Daily routine vocabulary
○ Getting ready for a special event
○ Hygiene and beauty products
○ Irregular verbs
○ Noun-adjective agreement
○ Ordinal numbers
○ Parts of the body
○ Possessive adjectives
○ Reflexive verbs
○ Regular verbs
○ Ser vs. Estar
○ Stem-changing verbs
○ Time and frequency expressions
○ Yo-go verbs

● Module 2—My Community
○ Acabar + de + infinitive
○ Cardinal points
○ Career vocabulary
○ Cognates
○ Comparatives of equality
○ Comparatives of inequality
○ Context clues
○ Direct objects
○ Direct object pronouns
○ Directional and traffic vocabulary
○ Errand vocabulary
○ Indirect objects
○ Indirect object pronouns
○ Informal affirmative commands
○ Informal negative commands
○ Noun + estar + preposition
○ Parts of a car
○ Safe driving commands
○ Tener + que + infinitive
○ Volunteer vocabulary

● Module 3—My Health
○ Affirmative formal commands (singular and plural)
○ Cognates
○ Context clues
○ Dental vocabulary
○ Dentist’s office vocabulary
○ Doctor’s office vocabulary
○ First-aid vocabulary



○ Fitness vocabulary
○ Informal commands
○ Illnesses
○ Injuries
○ Me duele + body part that hurts
○ Medical emergency vocabulary
○ Mental health vocabulary
○ Negative formal commands (singular and plural)
○ Nutrition vocabulary
○ Parts of the body
○ Pharmacy related vocabulary
○ Preterite tense (regular and irregular verbs)

SEGMENT 2
● Module 4—My Childhood Memories

○ Childhood vocabulary
○ Demonstrative adjectives
○ Family vocabulary
○ Fairy tale vocabulary
○ Game and toy vocabulary
○ Imperfect tense (regular and irregular verbs)
○ Music vocabulary
○ Preterite tense
○ Superlative adjectives (regular and irregular)

● Module 5—My Vacations
○ Accommodation vocabulary
○ -Car, -gar, and -zar verbs
○ Conmigo
○ Contigo
○ Contractions
○ Hace + time frame + que + verb
○ Idioms
○ Imperfect tense
○ Modes of transportation
○ Para
○ Planning a trip vocabulary
○ Por
○ Preterite tense
○ Sightseeing and tourism vocabulary
○ Stem-changing verbs in the preterite tense
○ Travel vocabulary

● Module 6—My Environment
○ Affirmative and negative words and phrases
○ Animals



○ Conocer
○ Causes and effects of natural disasters
○ Endangered animals
○ Future phrases
○ Future tense (regular and irregular verbs)
○ Marine animals
○ Persuasive phrases
○ Present participles
○ Progressive tense (regular and irregular verbs)
○ Saber
○ Subjective expressions
○ Vocabulary related to the environment

K - 8 Extracurricular Learning and Experiences
In addition to the core learning subjects, Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies,
Hebrew, and Judaic Studies, students also participate in courses that are designed to promote
healthy living and creativity, such as Fine Art, Musical Art, and Physical Education.

Art (PS-8)
Evidence from brain research is only one of many reasons engagement in fine arts is beneficial to the
educational process. The arts develop neural systems that produce a broad spectrum of benefits
ranging from fine motor skills to creativity and improved emotional balance. In a study conducted by
Judith Burton, Columbia University, research proved that subjects such as mathematics, science, and
language require complex cognitive and creative capacities “typical of arts learning” (Burton,
Horowitz, & Abeles, 1999).  “The arts enhance the process of learning. The systems they nourish,
which include our integrated sensory, attentional, cognitive, emotional, and motor capacities, are, in
fact, the driving forces behind all other learning” (Jensen, 2001). The fine arts also provide learners
with non-academic benefits such as promoting self-esteem, motivation, aesthetic awareness, cultural
exposure, creativity, improved emotional expression, as well as social harmony and appreciation of
diversity.

Through First-Grade, an Art Teacher pushes into the classes once a week.  Starting in 2nd-Grade
students start formal art instruction in the Art Studio. To the greatest possible extent, Art Teachers
collaborate with General, Hebrew, and Judaic Studies teachers to integrate Art into core subject
areas.  For example, 1st-Grade students create life-size superheroes based upon Hillel Academy’s
Culture of Chesed; when 4th-Grade students study indigenous peoples, they make creations inspired
by Native American Art; and, in the 7th-Grade, as students prepare to become a Bar or Bat Mitzvah,
they study textile art by creating their very own Tallit.

In preschool, art is everyday throughout the day!



Art Education Objectives Include (but, not limited to):
● Art Elements

○ Line
○ Color
○ Texture
○ Value
○ Shape
○ Space

● Principles of Design
○ Rhythm
○ Balance
○ Movement
○ Emphasis
○ Pattern
○ Contrast

● Art History
○ Art impact on culture
○ Infer artists’ vision
○ Inspiration

● Building art vocabulary
● Identify materials and their uses

○ Determine alternative uses
● Work through processes and production
● Create in 2 and 3-dimensions
● Art Dialogue

○ Appreciation
○ Aesthetics
○ Criticism

Musical Arts (PS-8)
While Performing Arts allow children to develop creative passions, they simultaneously teach children
language and communication skills, helping them to communicate effectively with others with
confidence. Performing Arts are all about self expression, exploring alternative options and embracing
individuality. It’s not black and white, or about right or wrong answers, and this allows children to
develop self confidence and belief in themselves. With improved self confidence and self belief,
comes a natural pathway for children to go on to master many more skills that will equip them for life.
Studies have also indicated that children who participate in Performing Arts can enjoy improved
performance in more traditionally academic subjects such as mathematics and English.

At Hillel Academy, preschool through 2nd-Grade students take a Jewish and American Vocals class
where they learn the canon of Jewish, Israeli, and American songs representing our history and
tradition. They also focus on percussion instruments.



In the 3rd-Grade, students learn music theory by playing the ukulele in addition to increasing their
vocal repertoire.

In the 4th and 5th-Grades, students expand their music theory knowledge by playing the recorder in
addition to increasing their vocal repertoire.

Then in 6th through 8th-Grades, students choose an elective that includes a piano lab.

Physical Play and Education (PS-8)
Physical Play and Education
Physical play and education prepares children to be physically and mentally active, fit and
healthy...for life.  Here are some of the many benefits children receive from a quality physical:

● Improved physical fitness
● Skill and motor skills development
● Provides regular, healthful physical activity
● Teaches self discipline
● Facilitates development of student responsibility for health and fitness
● Influence moral development, leadership, cooperate with others
● Stress reduction – an outlet for releasing tension and anxiety
● Strengthened peer relationships
● Physical education can improve self-confidence and self-esteem
● Respect - PE helps you respect your body, classmates and teammates
● Experience in setting goals
● Improved academics

Physical Education - Two to three times a week students participate in a Physical Education (PE)
class with a certified PE instructor. Students are guided through lessons that exercise their agility;
practice teamwork; and teaches them the ins and outs of all kinds of sports and games.

Physical Education Objectives (The Society of Health and Physical Educators (SHAPE) has 5
National PE Standards that a student should know and be able to do as a result of a highly effective
Physical Education):

● Standard 1: The physically literate individual demonstrates competency in a variety of motor
skills and movement patterns.

● Standard 2: The physically literate individual applies knowledge of concepts, principles,
strategies and tactics related to movement and performance.

● Standard 3: The physically literate individual demonstrates the knowledge and skills to achieve
and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical activity and fitness.

● Standard 4: The physically literate individual exhibits responsible personal and social behavior
that respects self and others.

● Standard 5: The physically literate individual recognizes the value of physical activity for
health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and/or social interaction.



Middle School Competitive Sports League - Hillel Academy is part of the West Coast Florida
League in which middle school students play competitively against other private schools in sports
such as soccer, volleyball, basketball, flag football, and cross country running.

Unstructured Outdoor Play Time - Depending on the age of the students, children have morning
and afternoon recesses on our 12-acres of beautiful land that includes playgrounds, gardens, fields,
gaga pit, and an outside basketball pavilion.  The magic of Hillel comes alive at the daily lunchtime
recess when students in Kindergarten through eighth grade all have recess simultaneously and the
lines between grades are blurred as all children play together.

Executive Functioning and Study Skills (6th Grade)
Once a week, students in 6th-Grade learn, practice, and reinforce important executive functioning and study
skills in order to be more successful navigating the middle and high school model of education. Students work
on such skills as time management, organization, Steven Covey’s Habits of Success, and note-taking.

Yearbook (8th Grade)
Working creatively and collaboratively, Hillel Academy’s 8th-Grade students envision and execute
their vision for the annual Yearbook they create to memorialize their time at Hillel and the year they
graduate. Each student is assigned a specific role to perform, such as “Editor,” “Photojournalist,”
“Sales Person,” etc… Additionally, each student is assigned specific pages and sections to design
and they must adhere to mandatory deadlines otherwise delay the entire Yearbook.

Yearbook objectives:
I. Write copy and captions in appropriate journalistic style for yearbook
II. Use good photojournalism techniques
III. Design a professional, attractive theme-based yearbook
IV. Write effective headlines and captions
V. Edit, proofread, and evaluate their own and other’s work

VI. Work cooperatively within time constraints (DEADLINES) and budget limitations
VII. Learn and use effective sales and promotional techniques

MS Electives (6th-8th Grades)
By the time children are in middle school, many have existing passions and others are starting to
identify and show interest in activities that will become passions.  In that spirit, middle school students
have the option to select an elective in an area that brings them joy.

Over the course of the first four weeks of the school year, middle school students will take an
introduction class to each of the offered electives. After test-driving each class, they will be asked to
choose one that they want to study and experience further during the school year.

Current electives include:
● Advanced Art (in addition to their regular art class)
● News/Media Production



● Piano and Vocals Lab
● Sports Wheel (in addition to their regular PE class)

Experiential Learning

Field Trips
It is our philosophy that out-of-school and in-school field trips enrich the learning experience and they
should complement student learning. Field trips have included excursions to:

● Lowry Park Zoo
● Florida Aquarium
● Tampa Museum of History
● Booker Creek Nature Preserve
● James Western Art Museum
● Mahaffey Theater
● Old McMickey’s Farm

Middle School Journeys

Middle School students travel into the world about which they learn. These extraordinary field trips not
only build knowledge and skills, but they provide opportunities for Hillel Academy students to deepen
their social relationships and enrich their emotional health by exercising empathy, responsibility, and
self-reliability.

● Sixth grade students study Marine Biology in the Florida Keys at Marine Lab.
● Seventh grade students travel to Washington D.C., complementing their studies in American

History and the History of The Holocaust.
● In collaboration with other small Jewish day schools from around the country, eighth grade

students travel to Israel as a capstone to their Jewish, Hebrew, and Israel learning throughout
their Hillel Academy journey.

Preparing for High School
Just as we prepare students for their next steps along the Hillel Academy journey, we also do the
same to prepare students and their families for the transition to High School.  Hillel Academy students
report that their transition to High School is seamless and they attend a variety of different schools
throughout our community including public (e.g. zoned, Magnets, and Charters) and private.



At the start of the school year, there is a “Preparing for High School” evening/presentation so that
students and their families have the information they need to apply to the variety of schools in our
area. This program is definitely recommended for 8th-Grade students and families and highly
recommended for 7th-Grade students and their families.

We recommend our families work closely with Middle School educators to help identify High Schools
in which their children will thrive and/or the skills or supports a student will need to thrive.

Finally, we offer a free Preparing for The SSAT/SAT class.  This is an optional class that teaches
strategies to tackle these exams as well as ample practice on the types of questions students will
face.  This class is recommended for 6th and 7th grade students in particular as waiting until the 8th
grade is too late if a student is applying to a private High School.  However, continuation into the 8th
grade is recommended for the practice.

Celebrating and Observing Jewish American Life
Hillel’s faculty, staff, students, and parents frequently come together to celebrate and observe
Judaism’s rich history of holidays and festivals. Our Parent Association (PA) plays a critical role in
supporting these celebrations that help to bring our array of traditions to life. Additionally, students
learn creative and fun ideas for home observances to help enhance their family celebration.

Additionally, prayer services are a regular component of the Hillel experience. Parents are always
welcome and encouraged to join prayer services. Additionally, every day that school is open,
there are enough post B’nei Mitzvah students and adults to have an egalitarian minyan for anyone in
need of reciting Kaddish.

Holidays, Celebrations, and Observances
Essential to our school experience are the Jewish, Israeli, and American holidays, celebrations, and
observances for which we have special programming in order to teach our students, experientially,
traditions and culture.  Each year, celebrating or observing the holidays is done a bit differently and
the participation by students in each division is different in order to make them fresh and
developmentally appropriate.

The holidays that are celebrated or observed include:
● High holy days (Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Simchat Torah)
● Veteran’s Day
● Thanksgiving
● Chanukah
● Martin Luther King Jr. Day
● Tu b’Shevat
● Purim
● Passover
● Yom Hashoah (Holocaust Memorial Day)



● Yom Hazikaron (Israel’s Memorial Day)
● Yom Ha’Atzmaut (Israel’s Independence Day)
● Lag b’Omer
● Shavuot
● Shabbat

Tefillah - Prayers
As a Jewish day school, Tefillah, prayer, provides an opportunity for our Kehillah, community, to come
together in a sacred space to thank God for our blessings. While children are not forced to pray, they
are expected to be respectful and reverent during this time. In terms of our Kehillah, we find times to
pray as an entire school community and/or by division.

Havdallah - Mondays
On Monday mornings the entire Hillel Academy school community begins its week together by
praying the Havdalah service.  The Havdalah service ends Shabbat and begins the new week and
while it is typically done on Saturday night, at Hillel we use this brief Tefillah, prayer, to begin our
week together.

Shacharit - Tuesdays
Shacharit is the weekday morning prayers that we do on Tuesday mornings.  Each division prays
together and the teachers spiral the curriculum through the divisions. Leaders will choose the prayers
they want the students to focus on any given Tuesday.

PreKindergarten - 3rd Grade
● Modeh Ani
● Ma Tovu
● First 3 brachot of Birkot Hashachar
● Hallelujah
● Romemu
● Ashrei
● Barchu
● Shma
● V’Ahavta
● Mi Chamocha
● Oseh Shalom
● Aleinu
● Adon Olam

4th - 8th Grades
● All of the above, plus…
● Birkhot HaShachar
● Baruch Sh’Amar



● Ahavah Rabbah
● Full Shma
● Mizmor l’Todah
● Az Yashir
● Yishtabach
● Hatzi Kaddish
● Yotzer Or
● Full Amidah
● Kaddish Shalem
● Kaddish Yatom
● On Rosh Chodesh - Hallel

Kriat Torah - Thursdays
On Thursdays, the upper division has a Torah Service: The students have Aliyot (prayers before and
after the Torah) and read Torah.  In the Primary School, the students learn about the Parashat
HaShavua (the weekly Torah portion).

Additionally, the community Rabbis rotate each Thursday and share a Dvar Torah with our students.

Kabbalat Shabbat - Fridays
Each Friday students welcome the Shabbat in their classes, by division, or as a whole community at
Shabbat b’Yachad. The prayers the students include:

● Prayer of the candles (Nerot)
● Shalom Aleichem
● L’cha Dodi
● Prayer over the wine (Kiddush)
● Prayer over the challah

Additional
● Before lunch, students are invited to wash their hands during the Netilat Yadaiim prayers and

then all students recite Hamotzi, thanking God for the food provided.
● After lunch, all students recite the Birkat Hamazon, the traditional Grace after meals.


