
SPRING-SUMMER 2021

MISSION STATEMENT
 
 

Sacred Heart School, a

ministry of Sacred Heart

Parish, unites with families to

instill a lifelong commitment

to Catholic Values in a safe

and nurturing environment.

We are committed to 21st-

Century learning focused on

collaboration, communication,

creativity, and critical thinking.

Sacred Heart School provides

an exemplary academic

foundation, and develops

students who serve their

communities and the world

with Reverence, Respect,
and Responsibility.

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER
Dear Friends of Sacred Heart,

     As I reflect on this past year, the word gratitude comes to mind. Pope

Saint John Paul II reminds us, “Remember the past with gratitude. Live the

present with enthusiasm. Look forward to the future with confidence.” As I

begin to look forward to another successful school year, we cannot help but

think and be grateful to all the individuals who made the last year a success.

In spite of a global pandemic, we have been able to continue to grow and

thrive because of the community that supports us. This community makes it

possible for our students to attend a school, where children and their

families are surrounded by people who share their faith and value the

importance of obtaining a quality education.

      We are thankful for our parents who continue to choose Sacred Heart as

their children’s home away from home and who continue to invest in the

hope and promise of a Catholic education. We are thankful for our teachers

and staff, who, on a daily basis, give themselves to their vocation as Catholic

school educators. We are grateful that we are able to offer the quality

Catholic education founded by the Sisters of Norte Dame de Namur with a

renewed mission of creating 21st century learners skilled in communication,  
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collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity.

     Thank you once again for all of your generous support. We are especially grateful for all the good

thoughts and prayers that were offered for our school community throughout this past school year. It is

because of God’s good graces that Sacred Heart School continues to provide an exemplary academic

foundation and develop students who serve their communities and the world with Reverence, Respect,

and Responsibility.        ~Mrs. Meyers             



CISLINI YOUTH CENTER

     A beautiful and integral part of Sacred Heart School is the Cislini Youth

Center/Gym, which celebrated its 15th birthday last year. The building is used

by both school and church groups but often sought out by city groups, as well.

It continues to be well maintained and a true “jewel” on our campus. We are

often asked where the gym got its name, and we answer how grateful we are

to Francis Cislini and the Cislini family for being major donors to provide us

with such a wonderful facility. 

     Francis Cislini, who passed away in 2004, was the publisher of the Salinas

Californian Newspaper. He was a philanthropist, a man of faith, and someone

who loved his community. Several structures in Salinas bear his name; Cislini

Plaza at Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital, Cislini Library at Palma School, and

of course, Cislini Youth Center at Sacred Heart School. 

This past school year, our Cislini Youth Center, most commonly referred to as the gym, turned 15
years old. Many of our past alumni, including members of the Cislini family, were present for the

blessing and inauguration of the gym when the school celebrated its 100 years back in 2005.

     Born in Virginia City, Nevada, to immigrant Swiss parents, Ole and Beatrice Cislini, Francis Cislini moved to

Salinas at age 11. Francis attended Sacred Heart Grammar School until the passing of his father when he was

13. Having to help support his family, he went to work as a “printer’s devil” with the old Salinas Index Journal.

A “printer’s devil” was an apprentice who performed a number of tasks, including mixing tubs of ink and

retrieving type. In lieu of a high school education, he used this apprenticeship to gain admission to the

University of Southern California, where he graduated with a degree in journalism in 1935. He returned to the

Index Journal in 1936, and in 1941, he became the ad director. During World War II, Mr. Cislini served in the

Army Air Corps for three years and returned to Salinas to head the advertising department of the new

“Californian” Newspaper. He became the publisher and president of Salinas Newspaper, Inc. in 1961 and

retired in 1972 after 50 years with the newspaper. 

     Mr. Cislini received multiple recognitions from the city including “Publisher of the Year,” and “Outstanding

Citizen of the Year” in 1970. He was involved with many community groups and always vowed to “give back to

the community.” He made significant donations to Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital Foundation, the

Community Foundation for Monterey County, and Palma and Sacred Heart Schools. Sacred Heart School

receives a generous donation from his foundation each year and is eternally grateful to the Cislini family, who

continue to support the school’s efforts.

     There are many generous donors amidst our supporters at Sacred Heart School. Francis Cislini and the

Cislini family have definitely been some of our most consistent and giving!

Groundbreaking

July 2003 

Construction in progress

March 2004 

Dedication Mass

March 2005



CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

     Despite the many challenges that the 20-21 school year brought, many of our school traditions were

celebrated, including Catholic Schools Week. A nationwide celebration of Catholic schools, Catholic

Schools Week (CSW) was celebrated January 31-February 5 with spirit days and activities, including a student

raffle. Our students were able to showcase their appreciation for their community, parish, and teachers. This

week reminded us how much we appreciate our saintly students!

MONDAY
Community Appreciation: Superhero Day!

Students donated socks that were distributed to the

encampment camps by a fellow parishioner. Over a

100 pairs were collected!  

TUESDAY
Student Appreciation: Sports Day!

For all their hard work in the school year, the students

earned a night off of homework. They definitely

appreciated it! 

WEDNESDAY
Nation and Military Appreciation: 

Red, White, and Blue Day!
Students thanked all those who have and are

currently serving our country. They wrote appreciation

letters. 

THURSDAY
Staff Appreciation: Spirit Day!

Our staff works hard every day, and our students and

families have surely taken notice this year. Our

Parents' Club graciously asked our school families to

submit a video via "VideoHug" to share their sincerest

appreciation. The staff was touched by the heartfelt

messages. 

FRIDAY
Family/Parish Appreciation: Dress to Impress Day!

To conclude our CSW celebration, our students

gathered virtually for Mass, led by our 7th grade class.

Our students dressed in their Sunday best to

celebrate. 

"It is in giving that we receive." Saint Francis of Assisi



CAMPUS LIFE

LENTEN SPIRIT

 FIRST COMMUNION 
     First Communion was celebrated on Saturday, May 8 by 34 second and third graders. It was a beautiful day for

these Saints and their families, as Mass was celebrated on the lawn in front of the Cislini gym. All the students

were excited to receive the Eucharist and to show off their elegant attire to Mrs. Burke, their teacher in
attendance. Father Manny presided over the Mass and was assisted by Father Ron Green and Father Robbie
Sullivan. In his homily, Father Manny encouraged the students and their families to continue to receive the

Eucharist throughout their lifetime.  

     May God bless these children, and may they continue to receive Christ in their hearts. 

     We were truly blessed to have Christ present this school year,

despite restrictions. Many of our Lenten traditions remained,

and we were also grateful for this season. 

     Our Lenten season began on Ash Wednesday, February 17th.

The fifth grade class led an all-school liturgy. It also happened to

be the first time in over a year that a school liturgy was

celebrated in the church.  Although only one class was allowed

in the church due to COVID restrictions, all students were able

to live-stream. After Mass, Father Manny and Deacon David
came onto the school campus to "sprinkle" ashes on the

students' heads. The "sprinkling," though a bit unusual, definitely

spread the spirit of Lent among our students.

     On March 19 we were honored to have Bishop Daniel Garcia,

preside over the third grade liturgy on the Feast of Saint
Joseph. This was truly an honor, as Pope Francis had declared it

the Year of Saint Joseph. Bishop Daniel was impressed by the

third grade lectors, who did a fabulous job leading this liturgy. 

     To wrap up our Lenten Season, first grade lead the Washing
of the Feet Prayer Service on Holy Thursday, April 1st. We

were reminded about the importance of serving one another, as

Jesus reminded his Apostles to do so. 



CAMPUS LIFE

PRESCHOOL: PLAYFUL MINDS, PRAYERFUL HEARTS
     Preschool began, as planned, in September, and had a very busy year despite COVID. Their lessons,

however, may have looked somewhat different as in the past, but there was no doubt that learning and

play went on daily. With continuous cleaning and disinfecting, the Preschoolers thrived! Daily learning

activities included Circle Time, Math, Language Arts, and, of course, Music and Art. Snack time was

actually quite entertaining to watch as each child wore their plastic shield to keep healthy and safe.

The children explored learning through a variety of themes such as nature, ocean life, coastal tide

pools, the solar system, and the flower life cycle. They planted seeds and observed their growth and

were given multiple opportunities to share with one another-with social distancing, of course! They

joined the "big school" for Ash Wednesday and other fun activities. There is never a dull moment in our

Sacred Heart Preschool!



VIRTUAL BOOTS AND SPURS

     After more than 15 years at Sacred Heart School, Ms. Lorrie, our beloved receptionist, has moved on. She

relocated to southern California, where she originally grew up, to be closer to her family. 

     Ms. Lorrie first became a part of SHS when Adeline, her oldest, started kindergarten. She quickly fell in

love with the school community, and she began to volunteer in the third grade classroom, as the class

librarian. Over time, more opportunities became available, that she then became the school receptionist,

which began as a part-time position. Her reliability and energy quickly lead her to become full-time. 

  To the students, Ms. Lorrie was always one to offer comfort, whether it was a bag of ice or a band-aid. To

the faculty and staff, she will be remembered as a problem solver, offering a solution for coverage, ordering

EVERYTHING needed, and so much more. Lastly, to our community, she will always be remembered for her

warm smile, answering questions, and just loving their children. Always the first to greet someone, Ms.

Lorrie's presence at the front desk will surely be missed. 

    Sacred Heart wishes Ms. Lorrie the best in her future endeavors! 

      Our "Parents Night Out" did not take place as in years past, however, a "Virtual Silent Auction" did take

place. So many wonderful items were made by our classes and approximately $8000 was collected via the

internet. An extremely popular auction item is our "Principal for a Day."  With a bidding war going on, we

decided to split the package and do two "Principals/Vice Principal for the Day." Several of our students

dressed in their "professional attire," placed a principal cap on their heads, hung a whistle around their

necks, and engaged in "principal activities."  Their duties included taking temperatures at drop-off, leading

the morning ZOOM assembly, answering the phone, reading to classes, helping with yard duty, and

assisting with pick up at dismissal time. They were ALL extremely tired at the end of the day!

     Thank you to Parents Club and the "Boots and Spurs" committee for getting it done!

MS. LORRIE 



8TH GRADE GRADUATION

    Our 7th and 8th Grade classes returned to campus on Monday, March 22nd. Our 8th Grade class was able

to graduate in person and actually participate in graduation activities. Our Baccalaureate Mass was held on

the Cislini lawn led by Father Manny, Father Green, and Deacon David. Due to COVID, only some family

members were able to attend; however, the entire school joined from seats around the playground. At the

end of Mass, the graduates paraded around the school, waving good-bye and fist-bumping their younger

"buddies." A luncheon followed in the church "Grotto" area, where graduates exchanged yearbooks and

shared memories. In the evening, the graduation was attended by over 200 people and was also held on the

Cislini lawn in order to maintain distance and follow CDC guidelines. Our graduates and families were

extremely happy to give Sacred Heart School a fitting farewell.



 

DONATE ONLINE
We are always grateful for any contribution to our Tuition Assistance Fund.  If you
find it in your heart to donate, please know that due to the happenings in our world

today, you will be supporting those families impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Saints' Word is produced by Sacred Heart School's Marilyn Jaime ('05), Vice-Principal, and Connie Rossi-Rains ('64), Development Director.

Like us on Facebook and/or follow us on Instagram to
see more information on our upcoming events:

@sacredheartschoolsalinas
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Many thanks to the Pebble Beach
Foundation for granting us funds
for our technology program!


