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June 4, 2020 

 
 
 
 
Dear incoming 5th grade students and families, 
 
Welcome to 5th grade! My name is Ms. Stefani and I am so excited to be your teacher! 
I can’t wait to get to know you and work with this amazing class. We are going to have 
an amazing year! This will be my seventh year at Sacred Heart School and I love this 
school community so much! I really do have the best job in the world.  
 
I am looking forward to a very special year together. We are going to explore some 
classic stories, new time periods, put on a musical, create science experiments, go on 
field trips, and create memories. I cannot wait for this journey to begin! I want you all to 
enjoy your summer with your families. Relax, soak up the sunshine, have fun, but also 
keep the learning going!  
 
To prevent the “summer slide” I am asking each of you to do a few things during your 
time away from school. Please see the attached list for more of an explanation. 
 
Parents, please don’t forget to order school supplies from 1st Day School Supplies 
(link on the school’s website) by June 15. They will be delivered directly to the 
classroom with your child’s name. 
 
I look forward to having you in my class! I hope you have a wonderful summer! 
 
 
Ms. Stefani 
astefani@shschool.com 
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5th Grade Summer Learning 
 
Along with the required summer work, I want to offer some suggestions to keep the learning going over 
the summer. The “summer slide” is very real.  Most students lose about 20-25% of their school year gains 
over the summer. When they start the new school year in Fall, you will most likely see lower STAR test 
scores compared to when they left the previous grade.  With distance learning for most of the last 
trimester, this loss of learning could be more than 20-25%. Below, you will find the required assignments 
along with some tips that I’ve gathered to help prevent the “summer slide.” 
 
REQUIRED 
Holes packet: Please read the book Holes by Louis Sachar and complete the packet that goes along 
with this book. Extra copies of Holes are available in the office. You’re welcome to borrow one. This 
packet is due on the first day of school. I have a specific order (see below) that you must follow while 
reading and completing this packet. The packet is divided into six sections. You can do a section a week 
or follow your own pacing. On the next page, please find my expectations for this assignment. This is how 
I will grade this packet. There will be a test on this book during the second week of school. 
 
Section 1 
1. Dictionary Detective 
2. Vocabulary Study 
3. Read Chapters 1-8 
4. Understanding the Story 
5. Chapter Summary 
 
Section 2 
1. Dictionary Detective 
2. Vocabulary Study 
3. Read Chapters 9-16 
4. Understanding the Story 
5. Chapter Summary 
 
Section 3 
1. Dictionary Detective 
2. Vocabulary Study 
3. Read Chapters 17-24 
4. Understanding the Story 
5. Chapter Summary 
 
Section 4 
1. Dictionary Detective 
2. Vocabulary Study 
3. Read Chapters 25-32 
4. Understanding the Story 
5. Chapter Summary 
 
Section 5 
1. Dictionary Detective 
2. Vocabulary Study 
3. Read Chapters 33-40 
4. Understanding the Story 
5. Chapter Summary 
 



Section 6 
1. Dictionary Detective 
2. Vocabulary Study 
3. Read Chapters 41-50 
4. Understanding the Story 
5. Chapter Summary 
 
Expectations for the Holes packet 
1. Put your name on your work.  
2. Complete the packet in the outlined order. 
3. Define all words using a dictionary (book form or online). Please don’t make up your own definition, 

even if you know what the word means.  
4. The sentences that you write for each vocabulary word should show a clear understanding of the 

word.  
5. If you are handwriting your answers please write neatly and in cursive if you have learned cursive.  
6. Make sure that you have spellchecked your work, used correct capitalization and punctuation, and 

proper grammar.  
7. Answer all of the questions.  
8. Answer all short and long answer questions in complete sentences. These answers should be 

thoughtful and demonstrate a clear understanding of the book. Answers should be more than one 
sentence.  

 
REQUIRED 
Read: Read for pleasure for at least 20 minutes a day. Students should pick out their own books and 
continue reading over the summer to prevent the “summer slide.” I can’t stress this enough. This is one of 
the most important ways to improve academic success. Outings to book stores over the summer or 
reading outside can be fun too! Audiobooks are great while doing household chores or in the car.  
 
REQUIRED 
Summer IXL Math: Please complete the following Math IXL lessons. Students will use their IXL login 
information from this school year. I strongly suggest starting early and working on a little bit most days.  
 
  



5th Grade Summer IXL Required Math Lessons 
 
Login Instructions:  
1. Go to ixl.com/signin/shss  

2. Enter your child’s username and password and click sign in  

3. Under Learning tab, click on Math  

4. Click on Grade tab on left side of screen  

5. Complete lessons listed below  
 

Math: 4th Grade Tab  

 A.1 Place value models 

 A.3 Value of a digit 

 A. New! Relationship between place values 

 A.4 Convert between place values 

 A.19 Rounding: up to the hundred thousands place 

 B.1 Add two numbers up to five digits 

 C.1 Subtract numbers up to five digits 

 D.30 Multiply a 2-digit number by a 2-digit number 

 D.35 Multiply numbers ending in zeroes 

 E.10 Divide larger numbers by 1-digit numbers 

 E.23 Divide by 2-digit numbers 

 F.1 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide 

 F.3  Addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division word problems 

 F.5 Word problems with extra or missing information 

 P.1 Fractions review 

 

  



REQUIRED 
Math Facts: Please review your math facts over the summer! This is key to being successful with 5th 
grade math. Students should know their addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts extremely 
well. There will be a timed test on addition and subtraction facts on the first day of school. There will be 
regrouping on this test as well. On the second day of school there will be timed test on multiplication and 
division facts. Students are expected to complete 100 problems in five minutes.  
Here are some ideas to help students review their math facts.  
• Xtra Math  - This is a great way to practice facts! We will be using this in class next year.  
• Free Rice (www.freerice.org)  
• Flash Cards  
• Ipad or phone applications  
• Practice worksheets from (www.math-drills.com)  
• Khan Academy  
• Educational Resource stores  
 
Optional 
1) Check out the Scholastic Read-a-Palooza Summer Reading Challenge - a free, educational program 

in which kids can enter reading minutes online to unlock exclusive digital rewards and help donate 
books to kids in need across the country. You can register your child individually. 

2) Play educational games and puzzles.  
3) Visit local or far educational sites. 
4) Read non-fiction books or watch movies based on history. 
5) Educational Workbooks like The Summer Bridge Activities: Reading and Writing Skills workbook are 

a good way to prepare for 5th grade. You can find this workbook on Amazon, Costco, or other 
bookstores. It is most valuable when done on a consistent basis. Students can get into a routine of 
doing a page or two a day. There are also many options out there for cursive practice, math review, 
comprehension passages, writing, etc.  

6) IXL Language Arts - IXL also has many great exercises for grammar, reading, and vocabulary to offer 
some great practice. 

7) Write in a journal -  Students can keep a summer journal or write their own stories to keep up their 
writing skills. 

  



 



 



 



  



  



  





  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 


