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Centered in Christ and rooted in social justice, Lumen Christi Academies develops the whole person
through a collaborative experience that is dynamic, innovative, and accessible to all.

A Season of Creation: In Solidarity for the Common Good
“We are connected to the rest of the human family, to the created world,
and to those who will come after us in future generations.
We are one human family and have a shared responsibility for others and for creation.”
- Pope Francis Our network of schools answered Pope Francis’ invitation to participate in the 2021 Season of Creation
with a resounding YES! The Season runs from September 1, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation, through October 4, the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of ecology. All are welcome
to join our school communities in this annual celebration of prayer and action for our common home, as our
students and communities come together in hope to discover new ways of living with creation.

3rd - 5th Grade Friday STEM in Action @ St. Catherine of Siena

St. Catherine of Siena School students in grades 3-5 collaboratively participated in a Friday Fun STEM
Activity. The sink and float activity used tin foil, coins, and water. The students created a blueprint design
first, created the tin boat, and balanced coins in a tub of water. The goal was to keep the boat afloat. It was a
joyful activity for all!

First Ever LCA Day A WONDERFUL Success!!!

Shout out to the LCA Day Planning Team who made this wonderful day possible! Participant Survey results
are shared in this newsletter. Here is the shared #LCA Day @ St. Mary's College Photos' Folder of the
pictures taken that day. We appreciate the leadership and selfless gifts of time and talent of our LCA Day
Planning Team and event volunteers.
LCA Day Planning Team
Alexis Cazes (St. Peter Martyr)
Paula Gogin (Central Office)
Marcela Llamas (St. Elizabeth)
Emma Mallo (St. Catherine of Siena)
Giselle Mendoza (St. Paul)
Rodney Pierre-Antoine (Central Office)
Erleen Richards (Queen of All Saints)
Christine Yanez (St. Anthony)

Mission & Catholic Identity

5th - 8th Grade Retreat @ QAS
Queen of All Saints’ 5th-8th Grade students enjoyed a wonderful
beginning of the year retreat centered on being part of a Christian
community. They focused on how each individual is unique but
makes up a larger whole — created in God’s own image and
likeness. They worked in groups outside to get to know one another,
learned about and reflected on the school’s charism (loving unity),
took pictures of, and shared about, the best parts of themselves, and
facilitated small group conversations surrounding Scripture. “1
Corinthians 12:12-27” Together, in solidarity with Christ, we are
one body. Before closing the retreat with prayer, students were
invited to write a letter to themselves, focusing on the scripture
passages presented in the retreat and the way God perceives them.
Here's what students had to say about their retreat experience:
"I needed this message today. This retreat was incredibly
valuable to me."
"These activities taught me that I have more self-confidence
than I thought."
"I learned about community, love, and unity."
"It was really fun getting to work together in small groups with
other grades. We don't get to do that a lot, so it was nice to get
to know each other better today. I hope we can do that more
often."

Solidarity Driven Monthly Staff Formation
The Catholic Social Teaching tenant of Solidarity reminds us we are one
human family – whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences. Solidarity is driving our year-long formation
series for staff focused on “belonging”. During our first session on 9/1/21,
participating staff shared the various names they identify with and/or hold
significance to them. Afterwards they reflected on how learning about
their colleagues’ names made them feel, and why it is important to make
space for our students to teach us and their classmates who they are. Staff
were also introduced to the various facets of “belonging” we should to
always be mindful of as educators:
Diversity: Who is in the room? What distinct identities exist in the space?
Equity: Who is trying to get in the room, but can’t? What are the barriers?
Inclusion: Is the environment safe for everyone to feel like they belong? Do all members feel they
belong in the space?

Mission & Catholic Identity (continued)
Faith Family Wednesdays
St. Peter Martyr School’s first Faith Family Wednesday gave
students an opportunity to get to know their new family members
and pray together. Each student had an opportunity to design a
T-shirt for the school’s first T-shirt contest. We can't wait to see the
winning design!

Celebrate 150 Years with St. Anthony
St. Anthony School hosted an Alumni Mass on August 27th that was
concelebrated by Monsignor Valdivia (former pastor), Father Ghebriel and
Father Joseph as a lead up to the parish’s 150 Year anniversary celebration
scheduled for Saturday, September 18th. The jubilee mass will begin with the
blessing of two new statues at 9:30 AM followed by Mass celebrated at 10 AM
by Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ. The festivities will continue outdoors in the
church parking lot, with entertainment and food from the diverse communities
of the parish: Latino, Vietnamese, African American and Eritrean

Academic Excellence
St. Elizabeth Middle School Roller Coasters

St. Elizabeth Middle School Students responded to a STEM challenge to create a model of a roller coaster
made from just paper and tape! It had to be built on a base between 12 – 20 inches, with a height between
15 – 30 inches, include two loops with a funnel or tunnel. Students used the laws of physics to have their
rider (a marble) travel the full course of the ride! Phenomenal collaborative work!

Follow and Like us @lcacademies
Keep up to date with the latest happenings across our network
via social media @lcacademies or any of our schools'
Instagram pages:
@queenofallsaints_concord
@st.anthonyschoollca
@stcathmtz
@stlizoakland
@stpaulschoolsp
@spmmartyrs

Governance & Leadership
LCA Day - Participant Survey Results

GLOWS: What were the LCA Day highlights for your family?
“The friendliness and gathering of everyone”
“The kids really enjoyed doing the crafts, loved the shaved ice”
“I liked seeing the families from other schools and teachers.”
"It was nice to meet people from the other schools, everyone was so friendly."
“We were able to connect with other LCA school communities. Both with families and
staff."
“Being able to see faces of people I've only ever met on Zoom! I loved the different school
activities.
“The projects were all so unique and fun for the families. My children loved them,
especially flag making.”
"It was nice to learn a little bit about each school; nice to socialize with parents from other
schools."
“I enjoyed meeting people from our school as well as other schools.”
“The smiling faces of the students from all the schools; the camaraderie among the school
employees as well as the volunteers; the kids having fun playing games- kids of all ages :)”

96%

of respondents felt
we achieved our
goal of building
community across
our schools through
LCA Day.

96%

of respondents
felt the location
and venue were
ideal for LCA
Day

89%

of respondents
felt the event
activities were
fun for all
family members

GROWS: What could be improved for our next LCA event?
“An adult mingling game as an ice breaker”
“It would be great to spread the word and have more families attend.”
“Shorter time span and more competition style games. But it was a great event!”
“Announce in early Spring so more attend if this will be a late summer event again.”
“Having more activities where the kids had the opportunity to interact with each other.”
“Maybe an activity where there was more interaction amongst attendees so people in different communities can
become acquainted.”
“In addition to ‘booth-like’ table games, have larger group games (tug-of-war, dodge ball, water balloon toss!) that
would integrate the school groups!”
“Maybe have a couple more food options...hot dog cart, street tacos truck...or encourage people to bring a picnic
lunch. I know it was a fundraiser, too, but it's really camaraderie that we wanted to encourage, right?”

