
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” 

1 Peter 4:10
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We welcome ideas for articles and feature stories that reflect the school mission and might be 
of interest to the St. Patrick-St. Vincent community. The Bridge is published twice yearly, in the 
summer and winter, and content has a long lead time. SPSV reserves the right to edit content for 
length and clarity or to decline to publish any material. To reach the editor, please contact the 
Office of Advancement: alumni@spsv.org or 707.644.4425 x441.

St. Patrick-St. Vincent Catholic 

High School, a Catholic college 

preparatory high school of the 

Diocese of Sacramento, challenges 

our diverse student population 

to seek truth as creative, complex 

thinkers and to be responsible 

citizens and compassionate 

individuals who share their gifts 

with others.

S T A T E M E N T
M I S S I O N

The Bridge nameplate visually represents the unique gifts and talents shared by our students, alumni, parents, 
faculty and staff—the many parts that merge into the one community that is St. Patrick-St. Vincent 
Catholic High School.

BRIDGETHE

On the Cover, students, faculty and staff show their spirit during Hello Week.
Top, from left:  Wyatt Smith, Bre Corral, and Galilea Candida. 
Bottom, from left: Dean of Students Patrick Vogelpohl with Ryan Lee ‘02, Myra Nati ‘05, 
Ian Emperador ‘05, Kyle Bates ‘14.



Dear Students, Alumni, Parents, Faculty and Staff,

As I reflect on the new decade that we are in, there is so much to be excited for. In Catholic circles throughout 

the world there is much conversation around the growth of the Church and the Catholic faith coming from Latin 

America, Africa and Asia. Here at St. Patrick-St. Vincent Catholic High School we are inspired by this inclusive 

dialog as we open ourselves to God’s way for the future.  

Two years ago, SPSV began the process of entering into our own conversation for accreditation in the Western 

Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and Western Catholic Educational Association (WCEA). Last month, 

our WASC School Coordinator, Mrs. Nora Rogers, prepared a presentation to share the findings of our self-

study with the greater St. Patrick-St. Vincent community. This presentation was the culmination of surveys, 

conversations and meetings with participation from students, parents, faculty and staff.

This February, St. Patrick-St. Vincent welcomed the WASC representatives to our campus for a four-day site visit 

to review our school. This visit required that SPSV demonstrate the capacity, commitment, and competence to 

support high-quality student learning and ongoing school improvement. A significant accomplishment for SPSV, 

accreditation asserts that the school maintains the standards conveyed by our students’ high school diplomas 

and confirms that our graduates are college ready. As a WCEA member and a Catholic school of the Diocese 

of Sacramento, SPSV considers accreditation an ongoing goal as we promote quality Catholic education that 

assures the primacy of faith formation and educational excellence for students in our Catholic schools. 

It is my prayer that our school community continues to be grounded in the mission and vision of the Dominican 

Fathers and Sisters who founded the Catholic Parish School on Marin Street in downtown Vallejo. Mindful of 

our long history of Catholic education in this community, we anticipate our 150th Anniversary celebration in the 

coming year. We look forward to welcoming you back to St. Patrick-St. Vincent to celebrate this important legacy.

In the Peace of Christ,

Coleen Martin
Principal & Interim President

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E

I N T E R I M  P R E S I D E N T
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Know well the condition of your flocks, 

    and give attention to your herds; 

for riches do not last forever, 

    nor a crown for all generations.

Proverbs 27:23-24 (NRSV)



2

S P SV  TO DAY

Two years ago, St. Patrick-St. Vincent 
Catholic High School introduced a new 
transition program that has received 
immediate praise for its success. Built 
on a peer-to-peer model of support, Link 
Crew trains selected juniors and seniors to 
mentor freshman students as they discover 
what it takes to succeed in high school.  

Studies show that if students have a 
positive experience during their first year 
in high school, their chance for success 
increases dramatically. Link Crew provides 
the structure for freshmen to receive 
support and guidance from older students 
who help them navigate high school, which 
is sometimes overwhelming. 

“More students are now participating in 
spirit days and rallies than in previous 
years,” shared SPSV Link Crew coordinator 
Myra Nati ’05, who has observed more 
student participation across campus. With 
the freshman class coming from more than 
15 area schools, Link Crew helps connect 
students to each other faster, creating 
a more unified school spirit overall. Nati 
added that freshmen are “much more 
involved and committed, and show more 
pride in their school.”

This nationally recognized 
program is designed to 
welcome incoming freshmen 
more fully into our 
community and make them 
feel comfortable throughout 
their first year of high school.

“Being a Link Crew Commissioner 
has taught me and helped me 
become a better leader inside 
and outside of Link Crew and in 
my extracurricular activities. Link 
Crew also allowed me to grow 
more as an individual and closer 
to my faith with God.”  

 —Kayla Revelo 

YEARS AT SPSV  2

COUNTRIES   9
U.S. and China, Chile, Mexico, Panama, 
South Korea, Thailand, UAE, and Vietnam

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS:  9 

U.S. STATES  47

U.S. SCHOOLS TRAINED  3,705

U.S. EDUCATORS TRAINED   12,188

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATORS  1,818

“Being a Link Crew 
Commissioner enriched my 
high school experience. It 
allowed me to grow more 
as a leader as well as in 
my faith with God as I was 
deeply invested in cultivating 
friendships and watching 
those around me grow.” 

 —Joshua Barrera

L I N K    C R E W CONNECTS! 
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C E R T I F I C AT I O N

Link Crew, a part of The Boomerang Project, is a nationally recognized training program with 
certified Link Crew Coordinators. Michelle Balingit ‘96, Myra Nati ’05 and Sheila Williams ’85 
are the SPSV Link Crew Coordinators who know and connect with our students day in and 
day out to make sure the program succeeds.  

Link Crew applicants are encouraged to apply during the Spring semester.  

“Being a Link Crew Commissioner has taught me how to be a leader of like-minded individuals who 
all want the best St. Patrick – St. Vincent community. We experience many unforgettable moments 
of insight and hardships that allow us to grow together.”  

 —Alton SturgisL I N K    C R E W CONNECTS! 
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Painting

St. Patrick-St. Vincent art teacher, 
Nancy Truax Narciso, talks to 
students as they paint a mural at 
the Vallejo Little League Field at 
Amador Street and Florida Street 
in Vallejo. The group is part of 
the National Art Honor Society, a 
national group with a purpose to 
assist student members to attain 
their highest potential in all forms 
of art, and to raise awareness of art 
education throughout the school 
and community.
Nancy Truax Narciso also is a 
moderator for the Fashion Club and 
a member of the Regents Club.   

Mrs. Nancy has impacted me in how she always acts to cultivate my creativity 
and love for art. Whenever we’re tasked with a project, although she sets 
a deadline, she rarely pressures or forces us to work. She allows our 
creativity to flow through music, looking at artists’ works or other muses, 
which is always more effective than berating us to work through an art block. 
Mrs. Nancy has helped me not only develop my skills as an artist, but also 
truly appreciate the beauty and limitless creativity of the art process.

—Angelina Kim ‘21

Herstory
ST.  VINCENT FERRER FORMED

NANCY TRUAX NARCISO ’71
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This fall, SPSV welcomed the return to campus of two 

alumni, Kyle Bates ’14 and Grace Ingersoll ’12, who 

brought a slightly new perspective...as teachers.  

Homecoming Through 
a New Perspective

KYLE BATES ’14
MATH

I’m committed to SPSV, 

because I am committed 

to the Vallejo community 

and want to see it 

continue to grow and 

provide opportunities for 

young people. I worked 

in this community when 

I was in high school and 

college and now I plan to 

continue to work here for 

as long as I can. Lastly, 

I would tell alumni who 

have not been back to 

SPSV that the community 

needs them and their 

input, and that without 

them, the history of our 

school will be gone so 

please come back and tell 

your stories of the past 

so that current students 

know how great this place 

really can be. 

GRACE INGERSOLL ’12
HISTORY

“Home” looks different 

to all of us. For me, and 

too many others who 

have walked the halls of 

SPSV as students, “home” 

is this little high school 

on Benicia Road. Many 

things have changed 

since I graduated, but the 

support and care provided 

to students at this school 

has stayed the same. 

I am excited to return 

to SPSV as a teacher 

because it feels like I am 

coming “home.” I am even 

more excited to give my 

students the support and 

care that I was given so 

that when they graduate 

they can look to SPSV as a 

resource for success and 

as a place that they can 

always call “home.”

Additionally, we welcome Alexandra Poole into the 
Math Department at SPSV!

Alumni ’71 

Faculty ’97 - Present

Alumni Parent ‘13

Going through AP Art and NAHS with Ms. Nancy, I learned 
to pair passion with hard work and a competitive edge. It 
meant everything to have someone at that point in my life 
who believed art was a viable option for me. I’ve now made 
an independent career for myself in Graphic Design and 
Illustration. (Seriously, people pay me to draw!) Ms. Nancy let 
me dream outside the box, and better yet, showed me the work 
it takes to succeed. I’ll appreciate her forever for that.

—Sarah Williams ‘11



The SV Class of 
1969 celebrated their 
50-year reunion last 
August, starting with 
a reception at Vino 
Godfather Winery on 
Mare Island. The party 
culminated the next 
evening at the Benicia 
Yacht Club with over 

fifty members of the class, and their guests. Patrick Mahoney DJ’d 
with a fun, dance-inspiring 1969 playlist! 

Class of 2005
David De Leon spoke to nearly 
250 college students at the Asian 
American Fall Retreat for InterVarsity 
campuses in Texas. Having completed 
his undergraduate degree at UC 
Berkeley, he has served as a university 
and college campus minister for 
the last decade, and is now leading 
summer immersion programs that engage global urban poverty at 
the intersection of faith. David is a second year MDiv. student at Yale 
Divinity School, focused on Pilipinx American ethnic identity, history, 
culture and theology.   

Class of 2008
Patrick Arguelles is a featured cover story 
in the January/February 2020 edition 
of the Catholic Herald for the Diocese 
of Sacramento. The article, Do Catholic 
schools really matter? Young adults say 
“Yes,” chronicled Patrick’s Catholic education 
from St. Catherine of Siena School ’04 
to SPSV, and his studies at St. Patrick’s 
Seminary in Menlo Park. Patrick is engaged 
to Ambergrace Castro, a music teacher, 

musician and cantor at Holy Spirit in Fairfield this June. Read more about 
Patrick in the Catholic Herald at https://bit.ly/35EIbfM. 

Class of 2009
Virginia Delgado-Martinez 
was a tour guide on a recent 
Environmental Science field 
trip to the Black Diamond 
Mines of the East Bay 
Regional Parks District. 
Delgado-Martinez started 
working as a Naturalist with East Bay Regional Park District in 2014 
after earning her B.A. in Environmental Studies from San Francisco 
State University, where she studied environmental sustainability, 
policy, and natural resource management. She has explored and 
interpreted California’s beautiful coastline at the NatureBridge 
environmental education campus at the Marin Headlands. Virginia 
previously worked in the nonprofit sector in community engagement 
on environmental justice issues around the San Francisco Bay Area.

Class of 2015
Max King recently joined Drake High School 
in San Anselmo as head volleyball coach. 
He began his coaching career at Absolute 
Volleyball Club in San Rafael. 
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CLASS OF 1960  60-YEAR REUNION 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 @ Zio Fraedo’s 
Contact: Claire LaBelle Luke at vern.claire@eyesonthefuture.com or 916.253.3711

SV CLASS OF 1970  50-YEAR REUNION 
Saturday, September 12, 2020 @ Benicia Yacht Club
Contact: Catherine Hanson at c1hanson@comcast.net or 916.397.3042 
or John Isaacson at isaacsonj52@gmail.com or 707.999.6647

SPSV CLASS OF 2000  20-YEAR REUNION
Saturday, August 22, 2020 @ Mare Island Coal Shed
Contact: Danny Curtola at dcurtola@gmail.com

REUNIONS COMING UP!

B R I D G E  AC R O S S  T I M E

SPSV Alumni Classmates Updates

Reunion Roundup

The SV & SP Class of 1979 (and friends from ‘80 and ‘81) celebrated their 
40-year reunion at the Vintners Golf Course in Yountville last September. 
Some classmates even came from Massachusetts and Texas to enjoy the 
fun, including many old, silly stories about teenage antics. 

SPSV Class of 
1989 celebrated 
their 30-year 
reunion in 
November. They 
started with a 
mixer on Friday 
night at Mandarin 
Restaurant and Lounge, hosted by Pei Wen Wang ’90, and finished 
Saturday night at the Runway in Napa. A great time was had by all 
those who attended. 
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“What we have once enjoyed deeply we 
can never lose. All that we love deeply 
becomes a part of us.” 

– Helen Keller

Our Legacy. Their Future.
Many assume that planned gifts to nonprofits and schools are primarily for the wealthy. Newspaper headlines herald multi-million dollar gifts to colleges 
and universities, museums and medical research. But the reality is that you, too, can have a tremendous impact on the life of our students with a legacy and 
planned gift at St. Patrick-St. Vincent Catholic High School. Whether you are a retired teacher, small-business owner, public service employee, or medical 
professional, together we are a community invested in our students’ success. Here are a few ways you may consider when reflecting on your legacy.  

I N  M E M O R Y
In prayerful remembrance of alumni who have gone to their rest

Marilyn Roddy English ‘56 David Servente ‘61 James Lotridge ‘75 Michael ‘Myke’ Currie ‘80

David Ponti ‘86 Robert ‘Bobby’ Hilton ‘18

WE ALSO REMEMBER

Dolores Middleton Blair ‘49

BEQUESTS

To make a bequest to St. Patrick-St. Vincent Catholic High School, please contact the Development Office at 707.644.4425 x441.

IRA DISTRIBUTIONS

If you own a traditional IRA and are over the age of 70-1/2, the IRS requires that you take yearly distributions (Required Minimum Distributions). 
You can designate the RMD to St. Patrick-St. Vincent and you don’t have to pay taxes on the distribution. For more information, contact your tax or 
financial consultant.

GIVING SECURITIES

Stocks, bonds and mutual fund shares that have appreciated can be given to St. Patrick-St. Vincent’s and deducted from your taxes as a charitable 
contribution for the full market value at the time the gift is made. In addition, Capital Gains Tax is not payable on the appreciated value. Before 
making a securities gift, please consult your tax advisor for specific details relevant to your tax situation. Please notify the Development Office in 
writing of your intention to donate securities in order to ensure proper accounting and acknowledgment.



Whether you graduated ten years ago 
or fifty years ago, you held the same 
prayer in your heart: to become who 
God meant you to be. As members of 
the St. Patrick-St. Vincent community, 
it’s up to all of us to help each student 
realize what it means to be a Bruin. 

Last year, members of the faculty 
and staff envisioned establishing a 
scholarship in the spirit of St. Patrick-
St. Vincent students. After numerous 
conversations and discussions, this 
scholarship was created to:
•	 Support deserving SPSV students to 

afford tuition.
•	 Involve current and retired SPSV 

faculty and staff in supporting those 
students.

The St. Patrick-St. Vincent Catholic 
High School Faculty and Staff 
Scholarship Fund awards one $2,500 
scholarship a year, for four years, to one 
student. The annual award amount is 
applied to tuition. 

Accepting applicants who have 
received a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or 
higher between grades six and eight 
from one of our six Solano County 
Catholic schools, the faculty and staff 
wanted to award the Scholarship to 
students (and their families) who 
demonstrated their deep commitment 
to Catholic education. 

It is critical that, every year, this 
scholarship raise $10,000 to 
ensure that SPSV attracts the most 
competitive and qualified students into 
our incoming class.  

We encourage all alumni and their 
parents to contribute to this effort. 
Perhaps a beloved faculty or staff 
member inspired you, changed you, 
helped you or your child to embark on 
a challenge or to accomplish a goal. A 
donation to this scholarship is a great 
way to honor or memorialize someone 
on the SPSV team. Our Legacy. Their 
Future.

When you extend your financial support, 
you express your belief in SPSV’s 
mission and actively support our 
longstanding culture of inclusion and 
generosity.

Faculty and Staff
Scholarship Fund 

Arise Today to Support the 

St. Patrick-St. Vincent Catholic High School 
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summer fun!
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Save the Date!
MARCH 5-8  Chicago: high school edition
An American musical set in jazz-age Chicago this is a satirical story of 
corruption, criminal justice and the concept of the “celebrity criminal.”

March 17  SPSV online auction
You won’t want to miss your chance to bid on fantastic auction items!

March 17 - april 3    Feast Days
Special days to remember our school’s patron saints, Saint Patrick and 
Saint Vincent Ferrer, with an inspiring liturgy that includes the blessing of 
class rings. 

april 10      easter break starts

May 5-6      choir and band spring concert
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a cultural evening of entertainment 
provided by the vocal and instrumental talents of SPSV’s musical artists! 

MAY 23  class of 2020 graduation
A celebration of the accomplishments of our amazing class of 2020. Join 
us in welcoming our new alumni. Go Bruins!

june 8  summer camps & Sports clinics
K-8 camp designed to keep kids active and engaged over summer vacation. 
Age-appropriate skills refreshment led by credentialed teachers and 
coaches.
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ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THE BRIDGE 
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE. 

IF YOU HAVE ADDRESS CORRECTIONS,
PLEASE CONTACT T.GODINEZ@SPSV.ORG
OR 707.644.4425 X441.
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www.spsv.org

707.644.4425 x441

alumni@spsv.org 

@SPSVCatholicHighSchool

SPSV_Bruins

@SPSVHighSchool

www.linkedin.com/company/6613072/

Want to add a name to our mailing list or 

schedule a tour of the campus? Maybe 

you have an idea for an article in the 

next issue, want to know about volunteer 

opportunities, or you’d like to see how your 

donation will impact the lives of students. 

Or maybe you just have a quick question. 

We want to hear from you! Whether you 

prefer to call, write, follow, or friend us, 

we’re here! 

soar with us!


