
St. Catherine of  Siena
School Advisory Board

February 16, 2021 at 7:00pm
Virtual Zoom

Meeting Schedule for the 2020 – 2021 School Year:
Tuesday, April 27th
Tuesday, May 18th
End of  the Year Dinner (?)

I. Call to Order
A. Opening Prayer: Fr. Ryan

II. Routine Matters
A. Attendance:

Fr. John Ryan, Sr. Antonella Manca, Mr. Nathan Au, Mrs. Patty Bandel, Mrs. Colleen Crespo,
Mrs. Kia Germino, Mrs. Fany Mayfield, Mrs. Jeanne Meinhardt, Mr. John Scarcella, Mr. Michael
Stallman, Dana Dwyer

A. Review and Approval of  January 19th Meeting Minutes:
Approved.

II. Information
A. Pastor’s Report: Fr. John

From a Church point of  view, Lent begins tomorrow.Also, we know everyone has received
Sister’s letter; times have changed here at St. Catherine. The archdiocesan personnel department
is hugely involved in the process; Fr. Ryan has initiated the process and will keep everyone up to
date as it develops. Hopefully he’ll be able to share more in weeks ahead. We had three indoor
Masses last weekend, as almost every parish is having. The largest attendance was still the
parking lot Mass, although the weather was not conducive. Over a hundred people were present.
He can’t tell us how appreciative he is of  the faithof  the people who show up regardless of
weather or situation. Of  course, no one should come if  sick or having symptoms. Last week we
had a meeting with second and eighth grade parents, for those preparing for First Holy
Communion and Confirmation. We’re determined not to let happen what happened last year
— we will have Confirmation in April and First Holy Communion in May, at the usual times. We
may have to have multiple Masses, but we will be in the church. Seeing the young people in the
meetings with their parents, despite Zoom, was really uplifting.

B. Principal’s Report: Sister Antonella.
Not too much is going on because of  the situation.Compared to previous years it’s minimal.
The most important thing is seeing the children in school, that they’re happy and learning and
enjoying seeing their friends. Sister feels bad for the students who are still remote, unable to be
with their friends. The high school applications have been completed; everyone has applied to
more than two schools. Most of  the students have alreadyhad their interviews. Most have had a



chance to present their essays to the high school of  their choice; now they’re anxious to have
their acceptance, but those will not come until mid-March. Many are nervous and anxious. Sister
has just finished this afternoon screening the children who have applied for Kindergarten for
this coming year; hopefully there will be more coming! The letter of  acceptance will be sent via
email Thursday of  this week. They will be given achance to register by March 1, the same
deadline as for all the other grades. Now Sister is screening the applicants for the older grades.
She is using the third-grade classroom, because it is otherwise unused and clean. After
administering the tests, sister will meet with each student and his or her parents via a telephone
call. There are a number of  sixth graders applying,because that is when the public grade schools
end, but right now for sure there is no room in sixth grade. This week is the Spell-a-thon;
students have four days to complete it and then the papers will be sent home graded and pledges
come due. March 4th will end the second trimester. We did have the graduation pictures, which
has given the eighth graders another milestone; several were teary-eyed knowing this would be
their last one. They are coming to the end; ready to embark on the next stage of  their lives.
Jeanne asks about applicants for Kindergarten. Sister says a number of  families are still scared of
contagion and have said they cannot commit to sending their children to school under the
current situation. They have said they do not wish to commit if  it were to mean only distance
learning for them. Sister speculates some school families may not register for next year if  they
wish, for example, to continue living in Lake Tahoe.

III.Committee Reports
A. Technology & STAR Testing: Mrs. Patty Bandel.

Third week of  third Star Test, which is make-up. Shehopes everyone has had a chance to watch
the tour video. Next week surveys will come out inquiring whether families wish to continue
in-person or distance-learning next year.

B. COVID guidelines: Mrs. Bandel.
The reopening plan is now CSP plan. Face Coverings are now 100% (minus eating). Instead of
six feet the new minimum distancing requirement is four feet. The travel regulations, Cal-OSHA
plans, and all other protocols are on the website. All teachers will complete their vaccinations in
the next week or two. (Faculty and Staff  at “in-person learning” schools have priority.) Mrs.
Bandel hopes we all had a chance to see the talent show video Ms. Bolles put together. Mrs.
Bandel put together the Rosary video, also screened during Catholic Schools Week and available
on the website. Also coming up is the ACRE religion test, taken by fifth and eighth grades. Sister
comments that the variety was the best part of  the talent show.

IV. Old Business
A. Catholic Schools Week & Open House: Sister Antonella.

For Catholic Schools Week we had the live-streamed Mass, where only a few children were
actually able to participate in-person, but it gave a good spiritual start to the week we all
treasured. Teachers did a few special things during the week, but not being able to go into the
classroom was painful for Sister. (“I have to comply too; I have to be the first one to follow the
rules.”)

V. New Business
A. Spring Event: Sr. Antonella.

We have finally found something to do in place of the Walk-a-thon we missed in October. We
have been thinking of  doing something similar, albeit remotely. Then she discussed with some



other principals, and discovered a company which had organized “Fun Run” events with a few
Catholic schools in the City. Sister had a conversation with the leader of  the company, and also
found a long-time acquaintance is involved as well. The kick-off  will be April 6th, and the actual
event will be April 26th. The school will be both spectators and participants. Sister has not put it
in the newsletter yet so as not to overshadow the Spell-a-thon. The papers that will go home are
prepared by the company, and the company will take it from there. Sister invited Mrs. Germino
and Mrs. Meinhardt to be involved, as they had been involved in the Walk-a-thon in recent years.
The other principals have assured Sister it is very safe, and done cluster by cluster. Looking
forward to a fun event.

B. Election Timeline: Mr. Au
Lucy, Fanny, and Michael are going out, and three new members will come in.
The election timeline is as follows:
Candidacy paper emailed to all parents—April 19
Candidacy paper due by 3:30—April 23
Candidates come to the board meeting—April 27
Short biography due—April 29
Ballots are sent home—May 12
Ballots are due by 3:30—May 14
Ballots are counted/candidate notified—May 14
Elected come to the board meeting—May 18
New officers are elected—May 18

VI. Comments from the Floor
A. Mrs. Meinhardt mentions the Men’s Club raised some money through their wine raffle and the

Superbowl Event. Mr. Scarcella says the Women’s Club also did an event at Sapore, which did
much better than everyone at Sapore expected. The Women’s Club also did a Gingerbread Event
at Christmas. Mr. Au says it was fun for children and parents alike.

B. Fr. Ryan would like to make a comment. Going back thirty-plus years, back then if  we had gone
through anything like this, we would have been so isolated. This shows us the blessing of
technology, that we are able to keep in touch and conduct meetings like this. He’s so grateful we
have these capabilities at our fingertips.

C. Adjournment


