
  
 St. Catherine of Siena 
 School Advisory Board 
 January 19, 2021 at seven o’clock 
 Virtual Zoom meeting 
 
 
Meeting Schedule for the 2020–2021 School Year: 

Tuesday, February 16th 
Tuesday, April 27th 
Tuesday, May 18th 
End of the Year Dinner (?) 

 
I. Call to Order 

A. Opening Prayer: Fr. John 
 

II. Routine Matters 
A. Attendance 

Fr. John Ryan, Sr. Antonella Manca, Mr. Nathan Au, Mrs. Patty Bandel, Mrs. Colleen Crespo, 
Mrs. Dana Dwyer, Mrs. Kia Germino, Mrs. Jeanne Meinhardt, Mr. John Scarcella, Mr. Michael 
Stallman 

B. Review and Approval of November 17th Meeting Minutes 
 
III.  Information  

A. Pastor’s Report: Fr. John  
Since our November 17th meeting. Things didn’t work out for Christmas as we’d hoped, but 
somehow, they did work out. People joined us for the outdoor and livestream Masses; one thing 
we’ve been blessed with is the weather. We need the rain, but we don’t need it on Sunday 
mornings. Looking forward, the next major thing is Lent. First Covid case was recognized in the 
US one year ago today; we don’t know what to expect this year. Ash Wednesday will be indoors 
or outdoors. A new procedure has come out, which has been common in Europe for years, that 
ashes will be sprinkled on people’s heads. We’re making a decision for First Holy Communions 
and Confirmations this year according to the normal schedule. Dates have been established for 
celebrating these at the normal times, and Zoom meetings will begin for the parents in February. 
The parish just reached its Archdiocesan Annual Appeal threshold, and the appeal for this year 
will begin again in February. 
 

B. Principal’s Report: Sister Antonella. 
This week progress reports will be sent home to every student in third through eighth grade. 
This gives students and parents enough time to consider where they are and make up missed 
work, have a conversation, and see what needs to be done. The students have taken home the 
Spell-a-thon lists; they should be starting to study and learn those words for the test some time 
in February. The sponsor list needs to come back by next week. Applications for the coming 
year are still coming in; we started testing for Kindergarten this past weekend, it is done one 
family at a time. The same will be done for students applying for the other grades. It takes more 
time but we do this for the safety and health of the families. It is a joy to see families so eager to 
belong to St. Catherine. For the eighth grade, all recommendations and grades have been sent to 
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the high schools; tests start next week, though most schools are not requiring them this year. 
Mostly they look at seventh/eighth grade report cards, but sometimes they also request grades 
from sixth grade. Most of the students are applying to Catholic schools, which is beautiful to see. 
Families have been taking advantage of the virtual tours. At the moment we have thirty-two 
applications for Kindergarten, but we expect more in the coming months. There is interest for 
the other grades but we must be cautious to examine why they want to move to a Catholic 
school. 

 
IV. Committee Reports     

A. Technology and STAR Testing: Mrs. Patty Bandel 
The third round of STAR testing will occur February 1–12. All teachers are fully immersed in 
teaching students online and in-person with the Owls, Google Classroom, Seesaw, and other 
resources. Bonsai continues to visit monthly to troubleshoot devices and network. There was a 
Christmas program this year, which wasn’t the same as in person, but hopefully everyone 
enjoyed it. There will be a Virtual Rosary video for Catholic Schools Week; more details later. 
There will be submissions for the talent show which will be compiled into a video. 

 
V. Old Business 

A. Updates on in-person reopening: Mrs. Bandel. 
Last meeting, we were still looking forward to opening to all grades. Now we do have 
Kindergarten through Eighth on campus. Sixth grade is in two cohorts. (Seventh had been in 
three cohorts, but a few students are remote again, so they fit in two.) The school will be hosting 
another community testing day next month. Teachers still get tested once per week to make sure 
we have no asymptomatic carriers. Sister commends the children for being responsible and 
following the directions.  
 

VI. New Business 
A. Sports Report: Sr. Antonella. 

A letter was sent home before Christmas from PPSL, notifying everyone there would be no 
sports of any kind played this school year. This is only because safety comes first. Even if it is 
low-risk for the children, at games it is the parents who gather in groups. This decision was not 
made lightly. 

B. Finance Report: Mr. Scarcella 
The committee met last week. The school’s balance sheet remains strong.  They had a long 
conversation about the pandemic and the state of the economy. 

C. 2021/2022 Tuition Proposal: Mr. Scarcella 
Taking all that into account, the committee proposes a three-percent tuition raise for both 
participating and non-participating families. This keeps the school extremely competitive relative 
to other schools. Sister comments that the St. Catherine’s population is a little different than that 
of some other schools; we do have needy families. The finance committee looked at after-school 
care registration, and realized our after-school fees are very low compared to other schools. The 
hourly rate will remain the same, but the registration fee will increase from twenty-five dollars to 



  
 St. Catherine of Siena 
 School Advisory Board 
 January 19, 2021 at seven o’clock 
 Virtual Zoom meeting 

fifty-dollars per family per year. This year the maximum is one cohort of eight and the other of 
six. After-school care extends until four-thirty, instead of six o’clock as with last school year. 

D. Catholic Schools Week and Open House: Sr. Antonella and Mrs. Bandel 
Catholic Schools Week extends from January 31 through February 6. This year there will be a 
livestreamed Mass for the school community with virtual participation. A few students will be 
there in person. Open House will be virtual. The virtual tour video and the virtual Open House 
video will be linked through the website. There will also be links to teachers talking about their 
grade and classroom. Links will appear on the morning of the open house. Traditionally there is 
a whole day of Adoration for Catholic Schools Week; instead, this year students will pray the 
Rosary outdoors. Virtual talent show will be shown on the last day. No balloons, no reception, 
no faculty volleyball game, etc. 

 
VII.  Comments from the Floor 

A. Father Ryan reminds that the board needs to vote on the tuition proposal.  
B. Mrs. Meinhardt asks about virtual fundraisers.  

 
VIII.  Adjournment 


