Dear ,
Welcome to what educators, kids, and parents know as the 100 days of May.
We are working hard to bring meaningful closure to an extraordinary year. Most
notable this week are standardized testing for grades 38. Tracy Walthard sent
a very informative email this weekend describing the tests we are
administering. Please read below if you missed it.
Thank you to all who attended and supported the school at the 18th Annual Golf
Tournament. Next year, our golf tournament is scheduled for the Fall, so please
think of who your foursome will be long before then. A very special thank you
to our sponsors, volunteers, players and brunchers, and especially to Rand and
Vanessa Rognlien for chairing.
See you Monday,

5/7-5/9 - Standardized Testing (grades 3-8) *Good Sleep, Good
Nutrition, Deep Breaths
5/10 - 5th-8th grade Track Meet @ Cardinal Newman HS
5/18 Mother/Son Event (Reserve Tickets here)
5/25 - Baccalaureate Liturgy
5/26 - 8th grade Graduation

Standardized Testing Begins Monday,
Grades 3-8
May 05, 2018 (Sent via Beehively)

This week, students in 3rd through 8th grade will be participating in standardized testing.
This year we will be transitioning to a new standardized test, the ERB CPT4. Like many
leading independent schools, Presentation School will use the CTP4 (Comprehensive
Testing Program, version 4) distributed by the Educational Research Bureau (ERB). You
are likely to hear students and teachers refer to these simply as "the ERB's." We are
excited for this transition, which will allow our school more accurate reporting, the ability to
track student and school results over time, and provide parents with a more detailed
report.
While we value the information these tests provide us about our students and our school,
it's important that we remember any standardized test is merely a snapshot - where a child
is on one particular day at one particular time - and not an indication of his/her overall
intelligence or chances for success. Of greater importance is the average of a student's
performance over time - day after day, week after week, month after month, which gives a
more complete picture of a student's work ethic, preparation, understanding, and attitude.
Why Are We Moving Away from the Stanford 10?
Since our opening in 1997, Presentation School has utilized the Stanford 10 Achievement
Test. It was once the gold standard in testing, but is currently being phased out and is
considered outdated. Although our students do very well on the Stanford 10, it does not
provide us with current norms, it lacks cultural and gender equality, and no longer reﬂects
our curriculum.
Why ERB's CTP4?
ETS, a non-proﬁt organization, has been in existence for almost 90 years and has over
2,000 member schools around the world. The CTP4 best reﬂects independent school
curriculum and is used by the ﬁnest independent schools across the country. The items
test higher level thinking skills and problem solving, not rote memory skills. It is
challenging in many ways!
How did we pick the CTP4?
During our WASC accreditation in xlxlx., the faculty created 5 action items for school
improvement. One of those was to adopt a more relevant standardized test. A committee
of teachers from K-8 spent two years researching and reviewing tests. After an exhaustive
search, they felt the ERB CTP4 (Comprehensive Testing Program 4) online was the test
most aligned with the Presentation School's curriculum, allowed us to compare our
student progress against a national platform, and provided the most detailed reporting
options. The administration reviewed this search and recommendation and unanimously
approved the committee's proposal, as did our Board of Trustees.
What is ERB CTP4 online?
The Comprehensive Testing Program (CTP) is a rigorous assessment of student
achievement of essential standards and learning domains for grades 1-11 in English
language arts and mathematics. Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning tests are included for
grades 3-11. CTP 4 is not one test, but a battery consisting of a series of tests with
multiple-choice and open-ended questions and will provide detailed reports across all
subtests. The CTP4 test is a favorite standardized test among independent schools.

What do I need to know as a parent?
Make sure your student arrives at school before 8:15 AM these days
If a class has started a test, your student cannot enter the classroom.
They will remain in the front ofﬁce until that test is completed; they will
also need to make-up that missed test another day.
Avoid appointments or early checkouts before 12:30 PM
Except for emergencies, we do not want to have any student leave the classroom
during the testing session.
If you will need to check your student out early, please notify the teacher
in advance so they can have the student leave the room before a testing
session begins.
If you do not provide advanced notice and check out your student, we
will ask that you wait until the end of a testing session.
Encourage your student to do their best but avoid putting too much
weight/emphasis on the test.
Enjoy the week of no homework (beyond sustained silent reading) but seek to
avoid late nights so that your student receives plenty of rest.
Have your student drink water at home so that they remain hydrated.
Prepare breakfast and pack snacks that:
Are high in protein or quality carbs
Avoid sugar/starch items (as that leads to an energy crash)
Whole grain, for example, is better than processed or white breads if
possible

Who Created the ERBs?
CTP 4 was developed for ERB by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) in Princeton,
New Jersey. ETS is the leading developer of tests, including the SAT, PSAT, and AP
exams. It is aligned with the ACT test, the Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test (PSAT)
and/or the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT).
Thank you for your support this next week. Your child/ren's report/s should be available
mid June and will be sent to families via email, accompanied by a parent guide to interpret
results. If you have any questions, I'd be happy to talk.

RSVP HERE
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