Happy Sunday Presentation Families:
What a weekend to be a Patriot! This weekend alone: our 7th grade girls
basketball team (the scrappiest team in the league) earned a hard-fought
second-place finish in the league. Congratulations to these awesome athletes
and their coaches and support team. Well done, 7th grade girls! Next year, it's
yours.
This week are Spring Conferences. This is a perfect opportunity to see what
the team around your kids are seeing and how much you have to be proud of as we are of every kid at Presentation. (more below)
The lower school faculty welcomed the next generation of Presentation
Patriots. Our kinder screening was an exciting glimpse into the class of
2020/21.
Congratulations to our 2020 North Bay Science Challenge Team. See Below
And not to miss: This weekend, 35 middle schoolers and their parents built the
stage and set for the not to miss Spring Musical - GREASE!
And a HUGE congratulations to first grade homeroom teacher Stephanie
Floren, whom this weekend defended and completed her Masters in Education
degree from UC Davis. We are fortunate to have Stephanie's energy and
professional curiosity at Presentation. Congratulations Stephanie!
Take a look the Spring Aspire opportunities below. We are fortunate to have
what we have.

See you Monday,
Scott Parker

- Save the Date -

- Save the Date March 9-13th Last week of read-a-thon
March 12th-13th- Conferences
March 17th- St. Patricks Day- Wear Green
March 18th- PA meeting 8:30, Liturgy Dress Uniform
March 19th- Speaker Series (details below)

This Week in Sports

3/5/20
Dear Presentation Families,
We are writing to update you, during what is probably a challenging and confusing time for us all,
and to provide a status update on new developments related to coronavirus, and share some
additional details about the actions we are taking and planning to protect our school community.
The health and safety of our students, staff, and families is our priority. While the total number of
coronavirus cases in the U.S. remains relatively small, experts expect this number to grow as
testing increases and more individuals seek care. Currently, the key recommendations from public
health agencies to prevent the spread of coronavirus are regular, thorough, handwashing and that
symptomatic individuals remain home rather than going to work or school. We echo this
recommendation and ask that students with any signs of respiratory illness or flu-like symptoms be
kept home, until their symptoms are clear for 24 hours.
We are in contact with our local department of public health, as well as Sonoma County Office of
Education (SCOE), and Jofee Emergency Services, to stay updated on the situation and take actions
as needed. Our custodial staff continues to focus on regularly cleaning surfaces like doorknobs,
countertops, and desks. Disposable wipes are available throughout our campus and we strongly
encourage their use.
Our administration continues to discuss how student learning can continue should our school be
closed temporarily. We are developing strategies for providing age-appropriate, remote lessons to
students, taking accessibility into consideration, as well as tools for staying connected as a
community should it become necessary. We will communicate more details around what this will
look like as it becomes necessary.
Many of you have reached out with questions and concerns regarding school and community travel.
Currently, the status of our school trips is the following: all student field trips and extended travel
experiences will be continually evaluated for potential risks, and mitigating circumstances. We
understand that there is additional anxiety around travel that families have planned for this time of
year. At this time, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has recommended against nonessential
travel to South Korea, Italy, Iran and China, but there are presently no other restrictions or
recommendations against other international or domestic travel. We will all continue to monitor the
situation for additional travel updates. If you are experiencing respiratory or flu-like symptoms
following travel, please do not come to campus, and consider the potential spread of illness to your
children.
Finally, I want to take a moment to acknowledge the psychological impact of this situation. The
organized worldwide response to coronavirus has been robust and generally encouraging.
However, it has also been a challenge for students (and really our entire community) to
process. This New York Times article gives some good strategies on how to talk to children about
coronavirus without raising the anxiety of anyone involved.
I have been struck by the patience, support, and resilience I've already seen in our community as we
tackle these challenges. You are our greatest resource. Should our school need to close or if the
situation changes quickly, we will notify you directly via Beehively Emergency Alerts, regularly
scheduled Beehively messages, classroom newsletters, and the Enews. If the situation remains
stable, we will still continue to update our community regularly.
Sincerely,
Scott Parker
Head of School

North Bay Science Challenge

North Bay Science Challenge
Science Challenge is a county-wide event where 4th, 5th, and 6th graders compete in specific
challenges. Our Presentation team has been preparing for Saturday's event since December! They
were challenged to re-build a Lego contraption, identify scientific terms in a Jeopardy game, draw
vocabulary terms in a Pictionary event and build a contraption out of paper to catch a raw egg
dropped from increasing heights. Our team earned second place in Pictionary and second place in
the Egg Drop. Congratulations to all of the hard-working students on our team!

Conferences! Conference Manager is live!

Please sign up today. The system will close on
Friday March 13, 2020 at 8:00 AM.
You can access the Conference Manager at:
https://presentationschool.schoolsoft.com/login.jsf
If you wish to contact the school, you can reach Pat Tierney at 7079350122.

Congratulations to our very own Stephanie Floren who
completed her Masters in Education yesterday from UC

completed her Masters in Education yesterday from UC
Davis.

LAST WEEK!
Last week was so fun with that extra reading you did. Who is reading a great book right
now? We are excited to hear from all of you how many minutes you've read. Be sure to
record how many minutes you read each night on your star chart. Don't forget to ask all
your aunts and uncles to be a sponsor!

Get your tickets here

Tickets on-sale now!
Thursday, April 2nd @ 1:00pm
Friday, April 3rd @ 7:00pm
Saturday, April 4th @ 7:00pm

Board of Trustees
This column shares brief updates of what the Board of Trustees is
working on in our regular meetings. Highlights from our March 2
meeting include:
The risk of contracting the coronavirus COVID-19 is currently very low and the best
thing everyone can do is stay calm, be aware and follow CDC guidelines. While not
anticipated currently, the school wants to be prepared for any potential disruptions
and is making contingency plans with the goal of keeping the school and classes
moving forward. Scott Parker is in touch with local department of public health, as
well as Sonoma County Office of Education (SCOE), and Jofee Emergency
Services and will provide regular updates on the situation to the community via
email.
Our recent provisional accreditation by CAIS (California Association of
Independent Schools) is a testament to the excellence of a Presentation education,
particularly our financial stability and the quality of our kids, classrooms, campus
and curriculum and provides Presentation with immediate access to CAIS
resources. Incoming Head of School, Jackie Gallo, will complete the process for
full accreditation over the next ~2 years.
Given the tuition increase the Board is considering how we raise money in a way

Given the tuition increase the Board is considering how we raise money in a way
that does not involve constant asks. Priorities for next year are the Annual Fund
and the Patriot League sponsorship program. We agreed to move the Imagine
event from January to Spring, and to make the golf tournament a fun community
event rather than a fundraiser. The Development committee will be reorganized
with an eye to tapping into additional resources.
The new Diversity committee, lead by Lora Blanusa and involving both parents and
community leaders, has had two productive meetings and is working on its goals
and plans, including a diversity statement for Presentation.
The Finance committee shared the working 3-year model that was reviewed with
parents on March 4, including last year's actual revenue and expenses, the current
forecast for this year and the preliminary budget for next year. The Finance
committee will be working with Scott and Lauren on revenue expectations for
Donation and Events.
The Transition committee shared it's update (see below).
Other businesses included reviewing facilities' needs over the next several months
and auditor's notes to basic financial statements.

Transition Update
The Transition team met on February 18 and March 4 to consider strategies and tactics to
ensure the smoothest possible shift from current to new HOS.
Specifically, the team discussed three main areas: administrative structure and related
hiring, communications and timing for incoming HOS Jackie Gallo.
1. Administrative Structure - Scott Parker reports that Admissions and Development roles
have been posted and resumes are under review. The hiring process will include resume
review, Skype interviews with a small group of semi-finalists and in-person interviews with
finalists. The Leadership team and incoming head, Jackie Gallo, will participate in this
process along with Scott and Lauren Miller. The Admissions role is the first priority given
the enrollment season runs now through the summer. Timing for filling the Development
role is being considered as we have potential alternatives for an immediate full-time hire.
Additionally, Scott confirmed receiving positive intent-to-return forms from all teachers.
2. Communications - Cathy Hunter is providing guidance on ways to reinforce best
practices during transition including transparency, alignment between Board and school,
and emphasizing proper chain of command for issues that arise. Specific initiatives
include Enews updates, budget review meetings and faculty- and Board workshops to be
led by Cathy Hunter. In addition, Scott is working with the Board's Governance committee
to update the school's handbooks and ensure appropriate protocols are included and
clear.
3. Incoming HOS Timing - Dates for Jackie Gallo's house-hunting visit, move to Sonoma
and overlap period have been established, along with a new start date. Jackie will be in
Sonoma house-hunting over the first weekend in April, move to Sonoma in early June,
overlap with Scott and Lauren the week after school ends, and officially take the reigns as
Head of School on June 15.
During her April house-hunting visit Jackie will meet with members of administration,
Board chair and Finance committees. We are also planning "fireside chat"-type
gatherings where Scott will interview Jackie about her life as an educator, followed by a
coffee meet and greet. These sessions are currently planned for April 6, after dropoff for
parents and after pickup for faculty. An announcement will come in the next couple
weeks.

weeks.
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