Dear Presentation Parents
There is a lot of REAL INFORMATION in the Enews, so please
read it all with interest.
The faculty spent a very productive day together Friday. These
days are invaluable for our own community building and a
chance to spend more time on the shared work of the school.
Additionally, the day gave teachers some concentrated time to
prepare for two days of conferences this week. Note: Thursday is
an early release and Friday is a student-free day. Aftercare is not
available during conferences.
It is a big week for the school. Thursday afternoon and Friday are
the time we set aside for parent teacher conferences. These are
an important opportunity to learn more about your learner. *The
leadership team compiled a guide to help make your own
engagement in these meetings meaningful - see below.
Additionally, the faculty discussed using including an SEL (Social
Emotional Learning) component to our October value of kindness
- see below.
Last, but not at all least: We are happy to welcome Jacqueline
Gallo to Presentation. Please come and hear more about her at
Monday evening's town hall meeting. See below for details.

See you Monday,

Scott

- Save the Date Monday, October 7th- New Head of School Candidate #2
Town Hall 6pm
Wednesday, October 9th-Picture Retakes
Thursday, Oct 10th- Minimum Day 12:30 Dismissal, Conferences
Friday, Oct 11th - No School, Conferences
Wednesday, October 16th-PA Meeting
Thursday, October 17th - MS High School Fair
(ALL ARE WELCOME - see below)
Sunday, October 20th - Harvest Festival
Monday, October 21 - Head of School Candidate # 3
Town Hall 6pm

This Week in Sports

The Search Team is thrilled to introduce our second
Head of School candidate!
Please come meet Jacqueline Gallo at a Community Meeting
this Monday, 10/07, 6-7pm in the Activity Center.
After meeting Jackie, please share your thoughts with us via this
3-minute survey due by
Tuesday, 10/08 at 5pm.
Out of respect for our candidates and the Search process, please do
not forward or post this information.
Below is Jackie's bio:
Visiting us from Britain where she is in the final stages of her PhD at
the University of Cambridge (studying school culture and successful
student transitions), Jackie was born and raised in St. Louis. She, her

brother and sister all attended Catholic schools, which was a seminal
experience in her growth and career choices.
Following her undergraduate work, she became the Assistant Director
of a non-profit run by Ursuline Sisters on the US/Mexico border, and
soon thereafter launched her career as an educator enrolling in the
New York City Teaching Fellows Program, teaching for seven years in
two schools in the Bronx. In her tenure there she assumed greater
leadership responsibilities, founding a special ed program.
After teaching in NYC, Jackie moved to Italy with the American
Overseas School of Rome, where she ran the students support
services, counseling department, and community service program. Her
efforts in building authentic and meaningful service learning
experiences included a partnership with Habitat for Humanity Global
Village Partnership, where she built reflection and curriculum
integration into the students' service experiences.
A specialist in curriculum design and alignment who has worked with
Pre-K-12, Jackie has served as a school consultant and has sustained
her interest in the impact of well-crafted and thoughtfully aligned
curriculum throughout her career.
Jackie is an avid traveler, speaks multiple languages and has both
family and friends here on the west coast. She is eager to learn more
about the Presentation School community, and share perspectives
from her non-profit and school experience as well as her PhD
research.

PLEASE TAKE A MINUTE AND READ

Home and school-everyone shares the goal of helping children learn and feel
successful. Research has proven that when parents and teachers work together,
everyone benefits: Students tend to earn higher grades, perform better on tests,
attend school more regularly, have better behavior, and show more positive
attitudes toward themselves and toward school.
Try not to worry or be afraid of a conference with your child's teacher. Even if you
have talked frequently with school personnel about your child, a conference may
be an opportunity to start a cooperative partnership with teachers. Establishing an

effective home-school partnership requires efforts from both teachers and parents
to create a trusting, equitable relationship.

Preparing for the Parent-Teacher Conference
Talk to your child before the conference. Children should understand why
the conference is taking place and be assured that parents are seeking ways
to help and learn about what their children are doing in school. Find out if
your child has any specific concerns about school.

Be familiar with your child's homework assignments. If your child has
homework be familiar with the assignments and how your child has been
performing. Is the work getting done? Does your child seem to understand
the assignments? Does the work seem too easy or too difficult?

Prepare a few questions you want to ask your child's teacher. Is my child
meeting expectations for learning and behavior? How has my child
performed on daily class assignments, on tests, on homework assignments?
Does my child follow school rules or does my child exhibit any behavior
problems? If my child is struggling in any area, what has been tried to
improve performance? Does my child pay attention in class? What else can
be done at home?

Be ready to collaborate. Assume the teacher has your child's best interests in
mind, and respond calmly and tactfully. Indicate that you are most
concerned with solving the problem and helping your child succeed. Offer to
meet further to discuss the problem and to work out a solution.

During the Conference
Listen carefully. It is perfectly acceptable to take notes. This is particularly
helpful if one parent or other involved relative cannot attend. It can also help
you remember details so that you can ask questions later.

Offer your perspective. Many times teachers will ask you about your child's
activities at home and your views of your child's strengths and areas where

help might be needed. Even if the teacher does not ask, speak up and provide
your observations and any concerns.

Be sure to try to offer a compliment, a thank you to let the teacher know you
appreciate what they are trying to do to help your child-even when what the
teacher is trying to do may not be working.

Do not be afraid to ask questions.

Please be mindful of the teacher's time and the other families' allotted
conference time. The school has set aside specific days for this type of
communication.

-Presentation Leadership Team
Alex Haley (Director of Lower School Curriculum)
Gina Irvine (Director of Upper School Curriculum)
Melissa Yazzolino (Director of Lower School SEL)
Natalie Rentz (Director of Upper School SEL)
Lauren Miller Assistant Head of School
Scott Parker Head of School

www.childmind.org

Social-Emotional Learning at
Presentation
To connect our SEL to our virtue of the month, we will focus on developing and
practicing empathy this month. Teachers at every grade level will incorporate various,
grade-level appropriate activities that help students develop and utilize empathy skills.
Also, Ms. Tasker will rotate through each homeroom classroom to facilitate a
discussion on empathy.

October Gospel Value:
Kindess

II. Essential Questions
How can we show kindness to others? How can we promote kindness in the
world?
How do we show respect to others?
How can we better respect our environment -- at home? at school? in Sonoma? in
the world?
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