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Saint Pius Catholic School
PLANNING FOR REOPENING

Dear St. Pius Families,
As we prepare for the long-awaited reopening of the school for in-person
instruction, we are committed to providing an educational experience that puts the health
and safety of our community, our students and staff, at the forefront of this response to
the planning process. We hope that you and your family too are committed to this
priority. As San Mateo County has put it, “Our Comeback Depends on All of Us.”
Together, we can prepare for a safe return to school, and assure that our community
remains healthy and safe when we do return to campus and begin in-person instruction.
As we move forward and come closer to opening the school again, the faculty and
staff are shifting their focus to the Hybrid and Hyflex models that we had planned and
worked on together throughout the summer. In the planning process we were committed
not only to focus on safely returning to campus, but also on how we could continue to
provide a solid and quality Catholic education to our students, whether we were on
campus, doing distance learning, or mix of both (Hybrid).
The faculty is now working together to review and refine our summer plans to fit
what our current reality and needs are. We are still committed to provide a safe return to
school, and especially committed to continuing to provide a rigorous curriculum and
school experience with a Hybrid model. We wish to provide a model that puts safety first,
lessens the risks for exposure, and continues to serve all of the students whether they
return to campus or remain on the Distance Learning Platform. We are committed to
maintaining and celebrating our Catholic faith and Identity, and our sense of community.
Thank you for your patience and support throughout the Distance Learning
platform and from the start of this unique school year. We are very much looking
forward to welcoming the student back to campus soon as we continue our mission to
“Nurture Faith, Inspire Minds, and Awaken Talents.”
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02/01/2021 UPDATES
This Operations Plan has been updated to reflect the State of California’s COVID-19 Reopening In-Person
Instruction Framework and Public Health Guidance for K-12 Schools in California, 2020-2021 School Year issues
on January 14, 2021
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID19/Consolidated_Schools_Guidance.pdf
As required, the school has posted a COVID-19 Safety Plan (CSP) on the homepage of the school’s website.
The CSP includes the school’s Cal/OSHA COVID-19 Prevention Program (CPP) and the COVID-19 School
Guidance Checklist. The detailed plans describing how our school meets the requirements outlined in the
CSP elements are found in this Operations Plan.
UPDATES:

Schools currently in operation with in-person instruction:
• Beginning January 25, 2021, every local educational agency (school district, county office of
education, and charter school) and private school in California shall notify the California
Department of Public Health whether it is serving students in-person.
• This reporting shall continue every other Monday (or the Tuesday immediately following, if the
Monday is a state holiday) until this directive is modified or rescinded.
• This information shall be reported via a web form that will be made available by the California
Department of Public Health.
Face Coverings

Students in all grade levels K-12 are required to wear face coverings at all times, while at school,
unless exempted (Please see face mask exemptions on pg. 6).
All staff must use face coverings in accordance with CDPH guidelines
• CPDH recommends disposable 3-ply surgical masks, which are more effective than cloth face
coverings.
• For staff, bandanas, gaiters and similar face coverings are no longer acceptable.
• In limited situations where a face covering cannot be used for pedagogical or developmental
reasons, a face shield with a drape can be used as long as the wearer maintains physical distance
from others.
Travel Policy

The State of California has updated its travel policy with the following provisions:
• Non-essential travel (for recreational purposes) should be limited to 120 miles from the person’s
home.
• Californians who travel outside the state or the country must quarantine for 10 days upon their
return to California.
• Visitors to California from other states and countries must also quarantine for 10 days upon their
entry into California.
With this in mind, please limit recreational travel to no more than 120 miles from your home. If you must
travel beyond that that point and or outside of California or outside of the United States, you will need to
quarantine for 10 days upon your return to California/home.
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SAN MATEO COUNTY
As the State of California continues to monitor and report cases of Covid-19 and
hospitalizations, it categorizes counties on a tiered system to monitor the health and
safety of the people of that county. For several weeks San Mateo Country was placed in
the “purple” tier, which is considered “widespread” presence of reported cases of Covid19. For the last two weeks, SMC has been out of that tier, and in the “red” tier, which
means that schools are now allowed to open in the County.
Below is the current information released by the San Mateo County Office of
Education on safely reopening schools.
•

Schools must submit a request for review of Reopening Plans

•

The review process may take 10-14 days to process

•

Once reviewed and contacted with an approval, schools may move forward with
Plans for Reopening.

•

If the County falls back onto the “purple” tier, schools will not have to close – can
continue with in-person instruction.

•

When approved by the County schools can resume live classes, but all guidance
for safety and social distancing are to be enforced and maintained.

•

Reopening plans for schools must include a phased opening by grade levels (2- 3
weeks in between grade level returns – 2 weeks minimum).

•

Reopening plans must include details about Cleaning and Disinfection,
Cohorting, Movement within school, Face coverings and PPE, Health screenings,
Hygiene, Physical distancing, Training, frequent Covid-19 testing for staff,
Transitioning to DL, and Communication.

The items listed above are already a part of the current plan for St. Pius School, which
was submitted to and approved by the Archdiocese of San Francisco in July of 2020. A
request for Review from SMC has been submitted. As soon as St. Pius is approved,
families will be notified of the phased start dates.
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Reopening Schools

Students Coming to School

DECISION TREE
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SAFETY MEASURES AND MODIFICATIONS
St. Pius is committed to implementing and practicing health and hygiene protocols in
alignment to local, state, and federal requirements and expectations to maximize the safety of
on-campus instruction.

Wellness Check/Health Screening
St. Pius is conducting wellness checks for faculty and staff, students, and all guests to our campus.
Temperature checks and Health Screenings are conducted daily at home and verified digitally
through the Fever Free App. This should be completed at home before arriving to school. Families
will be asked to verify that the health check was completed by presenting their Clearance Badge
upon arrival to school. Classrooms are also equipped with Infrared Thermometers, and students
will be monitored throughout the day to verify that they are not ill, have a fever, or are
experiencing any symptoms. Students that are feeling ill or experiencing any symptoms of Illness
will be sent home immediately. Students will be removed from the classroom at taken to the
designated isolation room located across from the Front Office in Fitzsimons Center. Students
will remain there supervised until they are immediately picked up. All students who say that
they are feeling ill will be sent home.

Face Masks *(updated 2/1/21)
St. Pius is strictly enforcing the proper use of face coverings/masks for all people on our campus,
including students. * Students in all grade levels K-12 are required to wear face coverings at all
times, while at school, unless exempted. Face masks will be worn as often as possible, and when
social distancing is limited. Face Masks are required when arriving and departing the school, in
public locations, and in the classrooms. All students will be strongly encouraged to wear their
face masks as often as possible. Students are also welcomed to wear a face shield with their masks.
Replacement masks are available to students if they forget their mask, their mask doesn’t fit
properly, or if they drop/dirty their face mask. Students who refuse to wear a face mask and are
not exempt from the CDPH guidelines, will be excluded from campus and placed on the DL
platform. *All staff must use face coverings in accordance with CDPH guidelines, the CPDH
recommends disposable 3-ply surgical masks, which are more effective than cloth face coverings.
Valve masks, bandanas, gaiters and similar face coverings are no longer acceptable. In limited
situations where a face covering cannot be used for pedagogical or developmental reasons, a face
shield with a drape can be used as long as the wearer maintains physical distance from others.

Hygiene
St. Pius will be reviewing and educating students consistently on proper cleaning and hygiene
protocols. Including handwashing, Coughing, Sneezing, and use/disposal of tissues. Medical
professionals in our community will assist in this educational campaign. Visual reminders, such
as signs are posted in the Bathrooms, classrooms, and around the school to remind students to
practice proper hygiene to stay clean and safe from germs/the virus.

Handwashing and Sanitizing
A number of hand sanitation stations are available throughout campus buildings, and hand
sanitizer is located in every classroom. Classroom and restroom sinks will be available to students
during scheduled break times, as well as the newly installed handwashing stations at either end
of the school building. In addition, students in grades K-2 will have scheduled times that they
will visit the restroom in groups, as well as scheduled opportunities to wash their hands,
including before and after Recess and Lunch. Students will be directed to sanitize their hands
when entering the school building and/or classroom.

Cleaning and Disinfecting
St. Pius is incorporating new and more frequent cleaning and disinfecting routines all around the
campus, and especially in the classrooms and in common areas of the school building. St. Pius is
utilizing cleaning and disinfecting materials approved by the CDC and EPA for specific use in
schools. The school bathrooms will receive weekly deep cleanings and sanitization by an outside
cleaning service, in addition to our inhouse daily cleaning and disinfecting routines.

Physical Distancing *(updated 2/1/2021)
St. Pius is promoting as much physical distancing as much as possible both in and outside of the
classroom. Classes have been divided into cohorts of no more than 16 students each, and cohorts
will remain separated at all times. Classrooms have been set up to allow for physical distancing
when students are present. All desks and student seating have been outfitted with desk shields.
*Teacher desks and workstations are set up 6 feet away from student and other staff desks. St.
Pius has distanced student chairs at least 6 feet away from one another, except where 6 feet of
distance is not possible after a good-faith effort has been made. Under no circumstances is the
distance between student chairs less than 4 feet. If 6 feet of distance is not possible, we have
optimized ventilation, used desk partitions, limited classroom numbers, and arranged desks to
minimize face-to-face contact among individuals.

Covid-19 Testing *(updated 2/1/21)
St. Pius is testing all Staff weekly for Covid-19. SMC requires that staff be tested at least once a
every two months. St. Pius, in partnership with other local Catholic schools will be hosting Covid19 testing on campus monthly through Arch Staffing and Consulting. When held on our campus,
school families are also welcomed to test. Please sign up using the links in the attached letter on
the DL site. A calendar for when Families can test at St. Pius can be located at the end of this
document and is also located on the DL Site.
*Symptomatic testing: If a student or employee exhibits COVID-19 symptoms, the individual is
sent home (or stays home). Testing for COVID-19 is encouraged. The student or employee can
use the testing sites available on the County’s website or make an appointment to see their
medical provider. While waiting for results, the student or employee will not be able to return to
school.
Response testing: If a student or employee is exposed to a confirmed case of COVID-19, the
student or staff member is required to quarantine for 10 days. Testing for COVID-19 is
encouraged. The student or employee can use the testing sites available on the County’s
website or make an appointment to see their medical provider.
Asymptomatic testing: Employees participate in asymptomatic testing. The school has
established a schedule for testing so that employees are tested weekly. The employees use the
testing sites available on the County’s website, Arch Consulting links at St. Pius or other local
schools, or the in-house Curative system.

Scheduling
St. Pius is modifying its schedule, routines, and programs/events to comply with county
recommendations and requirements, while also maintaining its sense of community.

Visitors / Guests
St. Pius is limiting and temporarily restricting campus access for parents and visitors. The front
office will remain closed to the general public for the time being. Please call or email the office or
the administration to address questions or concerns.

Distance Learning
St. Pius will continue to run and operate it virtual/digital platforms to reduce the number of
people on campus at a time, and to maintain the learning process if we are unexpectedly moved
to SIP or are ordered to close for a temporary period of time.

Water Fountains and Water Bottles
Built-in water fountains will not be usable. Students are required to bring their own water bottle
for each school day. Water bottles must be stored in the student's backpack. Water bottles must
be clearly labeled with the student's name and must be brought home each day for cleaning.
Water bottles can be filled up throughout the school day and one of the two new water stations.

Cellphones and Personal Devices
It is recommended that students and staff frequently clean their phones and personal devices as
they are “high touch” products and can easily carry virus particles for a prolonged period of time.
Students are always required to turn in their electronic devices (cell phones/smartwatches) to
their homeroom teachers when arriving to school.

Traveling outside of the Bay Area *(updated 2/1/21)

Upon returning from travel outside the Bay Area, you are strongly encouraged to
quarantine for 10 days (Especially for Out of State and International Travel) if you
engaged in any of the following activities that place you at a higher risk of contracting the
virus that causes COVID-19:
•
•
•

you interacted for more than 15 minutes within six feet of someone outside your
household when you or the other people around you were not wearing a face covering
at all times;
you were indoors, including on a plane, train or bus, and either you or those around you
were not wearing face coverings at all times;
you interacted for more than 15 minutes within six feet of someone—either with or
without a face covering—who was experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or who began
to experience symptoms of COVID-19 within 48 hours of your interaction with them.

*The State of California has updated its travel policy with the following provisions:
•
•
•

Non-essential travel (for recreational purposes) should be limited to 120 miles from the
person’s home.
Californians who travel outside the state or the country must quarantine for 10 days
upon their return to California.
Visitors to California from other states and countries must also quarantine for 10 days
upon their entry into California.

With this in mind, please limit recreational travel to no more than 120 miles from your home. If
you must travel beyond 120 miles, outside of California, or outside of the United States, you
will need to quarantine for 10 days upon your return to California/your home.
*DO NOT RETURN TO SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TRAVEL OR A TRIP –
FOR EVERYONE’S HEALTH AND SAFET Y – QUARANTINE! *
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DROP OFF AND PICK UP
*Complete Temperature and Health Screening before leaving home – Present Clearance upon Arrival*

Drop off and Pick up Schedule 2020 – 2021
Gates open at 7:45 am

K – 5th grade 7:45 am – 8:05 am
6th – 8th (On Sierra Court) 7:45 am – 8:05 am
CARPOOLS:
K-5: Enter the campus on Woodside Road or Valota Road, turn into the school parking lot, follow
the route all the way to the end of the parking lot, turn and follow the traffic to the Drop Off Zone.
When you arrive to the Drop Off Zone, show the staff member on traffic duty your child’s
clearance on the Fever Free app, to enter into the school building. Once verified, the staff member
will direct the student(s) to exit the vehicle.
6-8: Drive to the end of Sierra Court, stop at the Drop Off Zone. When you arrive to the Drop Off
Zone, show the staff member on traffic duty your child’s clearance on the Fever Free app, to enter
into the school building. Once verified, the staff member will direct the student(s) to exit the
vehicle and enter in through the school gates.
NO CARS ARE TO STOP OR PARK – NO PARENTS OR GUESTS SHOULD EXIT
THEIR VEHICLE OR ENTER THE CAMPUS – PLEASE KEEP TRAFFIC MOVING.
Mixed carpools should be limited to families that are committed to their social pod. If your
student is carpooling with another family, please provide them with a copy or screenshot of the
completed health check. No student will be allowed on campus without the completed Health
Check.
All children should exit the car using the passenger side doors when their Health Check has been
verified. Children must be wearing face masks when exiting the vehicle and when on campus.
Walking/Biking to School: When walking to school always use the crosswalk. Please do not
enter the school campus except through one of the Drop Off Zones / Health Check Stations.
Late/Tardy Students (arriving after 8:05) – You will be directed to the front office to receive a slip
for class. Front office Staff will meet students outside of the office to verify their
temperature/health check was completed and issue them a pass for class. Students will be
directed to their classroom. Students arriving well beyond the start of school should call the office
when they arrive to campus. Students and parents must check in with the Front Office before
entering the school building.
Pick up/Dismissal:
Families are asked to remain in their cars and pick up their students from the Drop off and Pick
up Zone. Students will remain in the classroom and be called out in the order that
Parents/Guardians arrive. We are currently looking into Dismissal Apps to manage Pickup.
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SCHOOL DAY
With the return to school, the school day will look and feel quite different from what the
students are traditionally accustomed to. This is of course is because of the
implementation of the Hybrid Model that will be put into place out of the need to lower
the risks for exposure to Covid-19, and to provide sufficient space physical distancing.
Below is a brief outline of what the school day will look like when students return to
campus for in-person instruction.
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

After drop off, students will go directly to
their classrooms. The East wing hallways
will be designated into two halves to limit
the number of potential contacts between
individuals. 3-5 will only occupy one half,
and 6-8 in the other. The K-2 wing will have
a unidirectional division to limit potential
contact with other students.
Students will not place backpacks in
closets/cubbies as in the past. In the K-2
wing backpacks will be left outside, and in
the East wing, backpacks will be placed on
the back of the student’s chair. Items
brought to school by students will be
limited to school essentials ONLY.
Classrooms have been set up to provide
physical distancing. Desks are all arranged
where students will be sat 6ft apart from
each other, and each desk has been
outfitted with a clear Desk Shield.
Bathroom use will be divided into multiple
locations to be used by specific grade levels.
This will help to limit the number of uses
and potential contacts for individuals and
scheduled cleanings.
Classes will be taught with windows and
doors open as often as possible for
ventilation and adequate air flow.
Students will not move to other classes; teachers will move to the classroom where their
students are located. Each classroom is provided a Contact Tracing Document that will be
used to record who has entered and exited a classroom daily.
Recess and Lunch will be staggered (3 recess and Lunch periods) Students will eat outside,
spread out at the lunch tables. Students will play on designated play area only with their
cohort. Faculty and Staff will limit their presence in common areas such as the Faculty
Room. They will have access to eat or take a break outside on the tables by the Parish Ctr.
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TRAINING AND EDUCATION
Faculty and Staff, as well as students, will be receiving training and ongoing education on
school safety related to Covid-19 protocols and mandates. Trainings will include proper
use of face masks and how to keep them clean, physical/social distancing, and proper
handwashing/hygiene practices. Trainings will also include how to teach and promote
what they learn with the students. Students will review and begin using new safety
procedures upon their arrival to school for in-person instruction. These trainings will be
conducted by professionals before the arrival of the students and in the classrooms with
the students. Various resources will be used to conduct these trainings and to promote
these standards for health and safety.
Families will continue to be updated about the school’s progress, reopening plans, and
other information through the schoolwide weekly newsletter, classroom newsletters or
updates, school wide video presentations, Beehively announcements, and Coffee with the
Principal Sessions. St. Pius School will also share resources and information that can help
families reinforce and support what students are learning and doing at school, in relation
to health and safety practices, that can be easily adapted and used at home. We also will
share information related to distance learning and hybrid learning that may offer support
and ideas for students and parents working and learning from home.

SAMPLE CLEANING SCHEDULE

Before Students Arrive – Deep Cleaning (Classrooms and Bathrooms)

Mondays: DL day for all students – Bathrooms and Classrooms given deep cleaning and sanitizing by
school maintenance.
School Day:
Before students arrive – Bathrooms opened and inspected for cleanliness.
Sanitizing stations placed for student arrival
After Morning Bell

- Disinfecting of common surfaces around school

Morning Recess

-

Lunch Recess

-

Disinfecting common surfaces in bathrooms after each recess period (Before
next group is out)
Clean and disinfect bathrooms after morning recess and all students have
returned to the classroom
Disinfecting common surfaces in bathrooms after each recess period (Before
next group is out)
Clean and disinfect bathrooms after morning recess and all students have
returned to the classroom
Clean and disinfect all lunch tables, no table is used by more than one class.
Students are spread out 6 ft. apart.

Afternoon

-

Wipe down and disinfect common surfaces around school.

After school

-

Clean and disinfect student desks and chairs, and all common surfaces in the
classrooms.
Clean and Sanitize Bathrooms

-
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MANAGING INFECTION NOTIFICATIONS

Maintaining the dignity of every child is a priority of all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of
San Francisco. In cases where health protocols require contact tracking and tracing, such is the
case with COVID-19, schools will make every effort to maintain the confidentiality of community
members while complying with local, state and federal guidelines. As a matter of health and
safety, this section is subject to amendment at any time. Wherever possible, written notice of such
amendments will be provided.

Notice of Student Infection to School Community
In the event that a student is determined to have COVID-19, notice will be given to those school
community members who sustained prolonged exposure (>10 minutes) with or near the student
during the previous 14 day period. This notice will be provided on a standard exposure form that
contains non-identifiable information regarding the student. Unless a specific PII release is
obtained from the custodial parent, release of information regarding infection of a
students must be managed to avoid a FERPA violation, See 34 C.F.R. § 99.31(b)(1).

Notice of Student Infection to Media/External Community
Pursuant to FERPA guidelines, under no circumstance will identifying information regarding
any student be released to media/external outlets. Further, it is the position of the Archdiocese
of San Francisco, Department of Catholic Schools that no communication regarding possible or
confirmed cases of COVID-19 at school sites be discussed with external outlets with the notable
exception of the associated public health department.

Notice of Student Infection to Local Health Department
FERPA permits educational agencies and institutions to disclose, without prior written consent,
PII from student education records to appropriate parties in connection with an emergency, if
knowledge of that information is necessary to protect the health or safety of a student or other
individuals. 20 U.S.C. § 1232g(b) (1)(I); 34 C.F.R. §§ 99.31(a)(10) and 99.36. If local public health
authorities determine that a public health emergency, such as COVID-19, is a significant threat to
students or other individuals in the community, an educational agency or institution in that
community may determine that an emergency exists as well.
Under the FERPA health or safety emergency exception, an educational agency or institution is
responsible for making a determination, on a case-by-case basis, whether to disclose PII from
education records, and it may take into account the totality of the circumstances pertaining to the
threat. See 34 C.F.R. § 99.36(c). If the educational agency or institution determines that there is an
articulable and significant threat to the health or safety of the student or another individual and
that certain parties need the PII from education records, to protect the health or safety of the
student or another individual, it may disclose that information to such parties without consent.
This includes releasing information about infected student(s) to local health officials.

Notice of Employee Infection to School Community
In the event that an employee is determined to have COVID-19, notice will be given to those
school community members who sustained prolonged exposure (>10 minutes) with or near the
employee during the previous 14 day period. This notice will be provided on a standard exposure
form that contains non identifiable information regarding the employee.

Notice of School Closure *(updated 2/1/21)
*Individual school closure, in which all students and staff are not on campus, is recommended
based on the number of cases and stable groups impacted, which suggest that active in-school
transmission is occurring. Closure should be done in consultation with the Local Health Officer.
Situations that may indicate the need for school closure:
• Within a 14-day period, an outbreak has occurred in 25% or more stable groups in the
school.
• Within a 14-day period, at least three outbreaks have occurred in the school AND more
than 5% of the school population is infected.
• The LHO may also determine school closure is warranted for other reasons, including
results from public health investigation or other local epidemiological data.
Length of closure: 14 days, or according to a decision made in consultation with the LHO.

San Mateo Contact Tracing and Communication Protocols
Public health uses the words Case, Contact, and Contacts to Contact to mean the following
within a pandemic context, which applies to the current COVID-19 situation:
● Case: A Case refers to a person who tests positive.
●Contact: A Contact refers to a person who has come in close contact with a Case.
● Contacts to Contact: Contacts to Contact are people who may have been in proximity
to a Contact.
Cases and Contact Tracing in the School Community (See Protocols below)
In general practice, if students, teachers, and staff present symptoms of fever and/or respiratory
infection, they will be sent home immediately. Students/Staff with symptoms will be separated
from others in an isolation space or “Quarantine room” established on campus (Teen Room –
Fitzsimons Center) until they go home.

Communication Structure
The communication structure in the Pandemic Recovery Framework is to manage
communication between schools and the health department concerning cases of COVID-19 in
school communities. Please note that due to the volatile nature of COVID-19 and the possibility
of community disruption, this reporting structure supersedes the usual protocol for reporting on
communicable diseases within the school community.
*Dial 2-1-1 for non-emergency, non-medical calls or visit smchealth.org/coronavirus for more
information.
*Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
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*POSITIVE COVID-19 CASE
In the event of a positive case at St. Pius, the school will:

1. Adhere to required reporting requirements and notify, as described below, the Local
Health Department of any newly reported case of COVID-19 in a student or staff member
if the LHD has not yet contacted them about the case.
2. If the case is present at school at the time the school is notified, the case must go home
and be excluded from school for at least 10 days from symptom onset date or, if
asymptomatic, 10 days from the date the specimen was collected for the positive test.
3. Assist the LHD in identifying close contacts of the case. Send a notice, developed in
collaboration with the LHD, to parents and staff to inform them that a case of COVID-19
in a student or staff member has been reported and that the school will work with the
LHD to notify exposed people.
4. Arrange for cleaning and disinfection of the classroom and primary spaces where case
spent significant time. This does not need to be done until students and staff in the area
have left for the day.
5. Implement online/distance learning for student cases if they are well enough to
participate.
Required COVID-19 Reporting:

•

•
•

The school will notify the local health officer of any known case of COVID-19 among
any student or employee who was present on a campus within the 10 days preceding a
positive test for COVID-19. Specifically, the school shall report the following
information:
o The full name, address, telephone number, and date of birth of the individual who
tested positive;
o The date the individual tested positive, the school(s) at which the individual was
present on-site within the 10 days preceding the positive test, and the date the
individual was last on-site at any relevant school(s); and
o The full name, address, and telephone number of the person making the report.
This information shall be reported to the local health officer by telephone within twentyfour hours from the time an individual within the local educational agency or private
school is first made aware of a new case.
The school liaison to the LHD is: Mr. Nava, Principal

*Added and Updated 2/1/2
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*CLUSTER OR OUTBREAK AT SCHOOL
When either a school or Local Health Department is aware that an outbreak may be underway,
the LHD should investigate, in collaboration with the school, to determine whether these cases
had a common exposure at school (e.g., a common class or staff member, bus ride, or other
common exposures outside of school). CDPH defines a school outbreak as 3 or more confirmed
or probable cases of staff or students occurring within a 14-day period who are epidemiologically
linked in the school, are from different households and are not contacts of each other in any other
investigation cases (e.g., transmission likely occurred in the school setting).
During the investigation, the school will:
1. Notify parents/guardians and school staff of a cluster/outbreak investigation related to
the school and encourage them to follow public health recommendations.
2. Identify, as part of the CSP, one or more school staff member who can liaise with the
LHD regarding the cluster/outbreak investigation by confirming which classes and
stable groups included confirmed cases or symptomatic students and staff members,
and if recent events or gatherings involved any cases or symptomatic persons.
3. Identify absenteeism among those in affected classes or stable groups and coordinate
with the LHD to contact these absentees to screen for symptoms of COVID-19 if they
were exposed to a case during the case's infectious period.
4. Coordinate with the LHD to share a line list of cases and contacts with dates present at
or absent from school.
5. Arrange for cleaning and disinfection of classrooms or other areas where cases or
symptomatic students or staff members spend significant time.
6. Coordinate with the LHD on notifications to the school community, including specific
notifications of stable groups or classrooms regarding their exclusion status and
instructions.
7. Coordinate with the LHD on whether and when the school should be closed and
reopened.
8. Notify the school community if the school is to be closed for 14 days due to widespread
and/or ongoing transmission of SARS-CoV2 at the school or in the general community,
and repeat recommendations for prevention and control measures (see sample
notification #3 in Appendix 2).
9. Implement online/distance teaching and learning during school closure.
10. Arrange for cleaning and disinfection of entire school before reopening in the case of
closure.
*Added and Updated 2/1/2
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HYBRID & HYFLEX MODEL
When the students return to campus for in-person instruction they will do so under the
proposed Hybrid/Hyflex model. This is a student-centered model that integrates in-class
instruction, online synchronous video sessions, and or asynchronous content. Under this
model, students can attend classes in person, participate virtually, and also watch
recordings of the class session/lesson being taught.

This model allows for students to be physically present
and learning inside the classroom, while also allowing
and engaging students in the learning process from home.
At St. Pius, this model will be carried out in a division of
students into A/B cohorts, with a maximum of 16
students each. This will allow us to have as few students
as possible on campus on any given day. Grades K-2 will
have both cohorts on campus T-F, each cohort in a
different classroom, operating separately. Grades 3-8 will
rotate on a A/B Day Schedule, A Days = T/TH, B Days =
WF. Mondays is a Distance Learning Day for the entire
school.
In the classroom, this model is built around Station
Rotations. This means that class and instructional time is
divided in half, for example, on-campus students meet
with the teacher while at home students work
asynchronously, then it flips and the teacher meets
synchronously with at-home students while the oncampus group works independently(with or without a
device).
Models and methods for instruction on a Hybrid/Hyflex model will vary by grade level
and instructor. There are also various other rotation and instruction models that will be
incorporated to provide strong academic program and student engagement.

Students Remaining at home for Distance Learning
We support each family’s decision on whether or not they wish to remain on the Distance
Learning platform. We want our students and families to feel safe and still feel like they
are a part of our community. The faculty and staff are committed to finding ways to
continue to engage our “at home” learners and keep them active and interacting in the
classroom with the teachers and their classmates virtually.
Families that choose to remain on the Distance Learning platform must commit to
staying on that platform for the remainder of a grading period.
While on the DL program students will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Remain engaged in the classroom daily
Meet and engage with the Teacher or Classroom Aide on a daily basis
Follow the same work schedule and assignments as the students present at
school.
Be able to work with and interact with their classmates
Receive and Submit work electronically / or through packets as directed by the
classroom teacher.
Continue to follow the DL procedures and expectations for school and online
learning.
Remain integral members of our school community and will be active in our
school sponsored programs and virtual events.

Homeroom Teachers will be sharing more information about the specifics of their
Hybrid/Hyflex model classroom. This information will be shared with families before
the students return to in-person instruction.
Students remaining on the DL platform will still maintain their placement in their
assigned A/B Cohort that was shared with families in August.

Phased Opening Dates:
Kindergarten: Tuesday, Oct. 27
1st – 2nd grade: Tuesday, Nov. 10
3rd – 5th grade: Tuesday, Dec. 1
6th – 8th grade: Tuesday, Jan. 19

Saint Pius Catholic School
FAQ’s

Now that we are in the Red Tier, can we return students to school for in-person
instruction?
Yes, however, we must first submit our request to return to in-person instruction plan to San Mateo
County Office (SMCOE) and San Mateo County Health (SMCH) to review. St. Pius will submit
their request for review the week of 10/05/20.
When can schools begin to bring back students for in-person learning now that the County
is in the Red Tier?
Schools can open campuses to in-person learning once the Return to Campus Plan has been
reviewed and approved by SMCOE and SMC Health. Plans that are complete, clear, and thorough
will likely make it through the review process fairly quickly. 10 – 14 days, estimated.
If a school opens to in-person learning while the county is in the Red Tier, and the county
moves back to the Purple Tier, does the school have to close?
No, but we must increase our COVID-19 testing cadence for staff. According to California
Department of Public Health guidance of July 17, “schools should begin testing staff, or increase
frequency of staff testing but are not required to close,” if cases or positivity rates increase
countywide. Testing will be increased to once a month for staff.
Can schools bring back all of their students for in-person learning at once?
No. CDPH, SMCH, and SMCOE all recommend an incremental approach to bringing students
back for in-person learning. This gives schools time to ramp up and adjust policies and practices
as needed. We all want to avoid bringing students back only to send them all home because of the
spread of COVID-19 in the school community. An incremental approach gives schools the
opportunity to get used to all of the safety procedures required for a safe return to in-person
learning. St. Pius will open first with Kindergarten, then 1-2, then 3-5, and lastly 6-8 grades.
What happens if someone, either a student or adult, tests positive for COVID-19?
If a teacher, student, parent, or other school community member tests positive for
COVID-19, it is the responsibility of the informed adult to communicate such occurrence
to the school Principal. The Principal will then notify the County Health Department, the
Associate Superintendent supporting the school, and the class and/or school community
affected by sending out a formal notification while abiding by all privacy laws
(FERPA/The Buckley Amendment) to protect the privacy of those affected. The school
Principal will work with the Health Department official to determine the next steps for
the class and/or school community affected. The California Department of Public Health
guidance issued on July 17 will be followed by all ADSF sites.

What is the threshold for the number of sick students or staff members before the
school closes?
Schools will work with their county health office and follow the CDPH criteria for
determining a school closure. Schools are to follow the July 17 guidance for determining
the need to close. A school would close based on the number of cases, the percentage of
teacher/students/staff that are positive for COVID19, and in consultation with the local
health officer.
School closure may be appropriate if:
• There are multiple case in multiple cohorts
• At least 5% of the total number of teachers/student/staff are cases within a 14day period
• Depends on the size and physical layout of the school
• Local health officer determines school closure is warranted
What are the steps for isolation if I test positive, or am exhibiting COVID-19
symptoms?
Steps for determining isolation and quarantine interventions are expressly laid out by
the California Department of Health. Guidance is provided for both symptomatic and
asymptomatic cases.
Anyone in our community who has COVID-19 and are exhibiting symptoms,
should follow the following steps:
• Notify the Principal, and follow their medical doctors orders
• Principal, will contact the County DPH and follow their instructions
• Individuals cannot return to the school until all of the following are met:
1. Fever free for at least 3 days (72 hours) without use of fever-reducing
medications
2. Improvement in respiratory symptoms (i.e.: cough and shortness of
breath)
3. At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared Individuals
with COVID-19 and are not exhibiting symptoms (asymptomatic), CDPH
recommends individuals be instructed to care for themselves at home.
Individuals may discontinue isolation and return to the school under
the following conditions:
• At least 10 days have passed since the date of the first positive COVID19 diagnostic (federally approved Emergency Use Authorized molecular
assay) test. If they develop symptoms, then the strategies for
discontinuing isolation for symptomatic persons (see above) should be
used.

Will teachers be getting tested regularly for COVID-19?
Per Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-33-20 issued on March 19, 2020, teachers are
considered part of the State of California’s essential workforce. As such, the CDPH has
issued recommendations that school employees should be tested periodically, as testing
capacity permits and as practicable. The recommended frequency is for all school
employees to be tested once every two months. St. Pius Staff will be tested every two
months and documentation will be kept for contact tracing purposes. Testing will be
conducted through Arch Staffing and Consulting.
How frequently will the campus get cleaned and sanitized?
Coronaviruses on surfaces and objects naturally die within hours to days. Normal routine
cleaning with soap and water removes germs and dirt from surfaces. It lowers the risk of
spread of COVID-19. Our St. Pius Custodial staff, wearing the proper PPE and using
proper chemicals will clean the communal areas throughout the day and more thorough
classroom cleanings again at the end of the day. We have a cleaning schedule for
communal and other areas of campus that will follow the CDC/EPA standards for
cleaning and sanitizing the campus. In addition to the regularly scheduled cleaning,
teachers (gloved) will wipe off door handles, common surfaces in their classrooms,
cabinet and drawer handles, and their own desk. All cleaning supplies are properly
stored away from the students and in properly ventilated areas.
Is anything being done to increase fresh air transference in the classrooms?
We have examined ways to improve air circulation in the classrooms including propping
doors and windows open as well as upgraded air filters to the highest and healthiest
grade filtration. We are looking into purchasing air purifiers for the classrooms as well.
What are the plans for passing periods, lunch and other times of the day to keep the
community safe and to encourage social distancing?
St. Pius has created staggered class dismissal times for recess and lunch, traffic patterns
to minimize inter-mixing of cohorts, and a hybrid schedule that minimizes the number
of people on campus at one time. If we pick up Fundraising lunch again, we will work
with the PTG/Organizers and vendors to provide individually packaged “grab-and-go”
boxed lunches or meal delivery. At some point, we will need help from the parent
community to monitor lunch and recess times. This will allow us to give the teachers a
break for their lunch time.
Will St. Pius conduct health screenings before students and teachers enter campus?
Yes. We are required to have a temperature check and health screening performed before
entering the campus. St. Pius will be using the Fever Free App to have this conducted
digitally at home before staff and students arrive to the school. More information about
this app will be sent home soon. St. Pius will comply with all CDC and local record
keeping requirements, including provisions in the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA).

