
OPENING DISCUSSION

How does it feel that God’s plan for your life
may involve suffering?

How do you respond to suffering in your life?

SERMON

What caused the animosity that Joseph’s brothers had toward him?

How would you describe Joseph’s behavior toward his brothers?

How does Joseph respond to being sold into slavery? How does Joseph respond to being
falsely accused and thrown into prison?

Why do you think Joseph decided to serve well in the midst of bad circumstances?

Why is Joseph’s continued devotion to God significant in light of his ongoing
circumstances?

After all is said and done, how does Joseph interpret the suffering that has taken place in
his life to that point?

Why do Joseph’s brothers continue to fear his retaliation even after he claims to have
forgiven them?

APPLICATION

How do you typically respond to suffering in your life?

Why is it so important that rather than asking, “why me?” we ask “how is God at work?”

How might this change our perspective on suffering?

What can we learn from Joseph's resolve to serve as though he is serving God?

Are you going through anything that might benefit from a shift in perspective?

How can you cultivate hands for serving in the midst of any circumstances?

Not a part of a Life Group at North Hills?

Visit the church website and check out the different groups currently meeting.

When you see one that interests you, click on the link provided
and know that the group will be glad you came!

https://church.north-hills.org/connect/small-group-ministry
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Jacob lived in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of Canaan. These are
the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the

flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's
wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved

Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And
he made him a robe of many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father

loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully
to him. Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him
even more. He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: Behold, we were

binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And
behold, your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf.” His brothers

said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?”
So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. Then he dreamed

another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another
dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” But
when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to
him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your
brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” And his brothers
were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.” Genesis 37:1-11 (ESV)

https://church.north-hills.org/connect/small-group-ministry


Upward Volleyball
Youth sports should be fun and challenging! With Upward Volleyball, your child will
develop athletic abilities and learn life principles that apply both on and off the court.
Registration is open until May 23 (unless capacity is reached beforehand). To sign up, go
to our website. If you have questions or need additional information, contact Lu Parinas at
(707) 644-5286 or upward@nhcsvallejo.org. Upward Volleyball will be from June 20 - July
30 and is for children who have completed 4th-8th grade.

> Practice: One night a week for one hour and 15 minutes
> Game: Saturday (3 sets game)
> Registration Fee: $125 (discount of $15 off your second child and each subsequent child)
> Player Evaluations: June 1 (6 - 8 PM) and June 4 (12 - 2 PM)

Outdoor Children’s Minist�� on Sunday mor�ings
Parents and guardians, we ask that you go to the main entrance of the Worship Center
to check your child in. After service, please go to the Preschool Playground in a timely
fashion to check your child out. While our Sunday morning Children’s Worship is
designed for children, it is not mandatory children attend. Parents and guardians are
welcome to keep their children with them in the Worship Center if they prefer.

The FAMILY ROOM
Want a place to go during the worship service when your young one is crying?

Want a place to go when your newborn needs to be fed?
Want a place to go where the service can be watched?
The Family Room has been designed especially for you!

The Family Room (located on the first floor by the wooden double doors) is for parents
who want to care for their children yet do not want to miss out on what is happening in
the Worship Center. Parents, we invite you to come inside and make yourself at home.

We also have another room for parents. It is located on the second floor. It is a larger
room where children can play and parents can watch the service as it is live streamed.
The room next door has a restroom. Please feel free to use it and let us know if there is
anything you need.

Parents, we are so glad you are here at North Hills. It is an honor and joy to serve you
and your children. May God bless you today.

Communication Cards and Offering Envelopes
At the main entrance and senior parking lot entrance of the Worship Center, you will
find special new boxes when you leave today. If you have filled out a Communication Card
or Offering Envelope, please insert them into either of the boxes (please note the boxes
will remain out for 15 minutes after the service). For those who prefer to contribute online,
simply go to north-hills.org and click on Support NH or text GIVE to (707) 289-7600.
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2021-2022 Sermon Series: Authentic

Authentic Character: Hands for Serving - Joseph
Genesis 37:1-50:21

AUTHENTIC PRINCIPLE:
_______________ regardless of your _______________________________________.

1. Joseph’s story shows that there is ___________________________ in

_____________________. (Genesis 37:1-11)

2. Joseph’s story shows that God’s ____________ for us may involve

___________________________. (Genesis 37:12-40:23)

3. Joseph’s story shows that _____________________ well, regardless of circumstances,

prepares us for ______________________________. (Genesis 41:1-50:21)

RESPONSE:
Are you _____________________ well regardless of your circumstances?

Read the entire Bible chronologically in a year
See the church newsletter for this week’s Bible reading passages.

(https://church.north-hills.org/newsletters/weekly-newsletter)
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