
OPENING DISCUSSION
What motivates you to get out of bed in the morning?
What motivates you in how you treat others?
What motivates you to do your job or school work?
What motivates you not to sin?

SERMON
What does Paul mean when he says, “you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which
you once walked?” How does this fulfill God’s promise to Adam in Genesis 2:17?

How does Paul describe those who are still "dead?"

What is the motivation of the “dead” person?

What does Paul say is God’s motivation for saving us who are "made alive" in Christ?

What are the benefits of God saving us?

What is the “gift of God” referring to in Ephesians 2:8?

What does it mean that we are God’s “workmanship?”

What now is our motivation for doing good works for God?

APPLICATION
What was your life like before you became a Christian? How is your life different now?

How does it feel to know that before Christ (or if you are still apart from Christ), you are
dead? What if you don’t feel dead? How does this connect to Genesis 2:17 and Romans
6:23?

Why is God’s mercy (in spite of our sin) so unexpected and undeserved? Why do we so
often take this grace for granted?

How should the fact that we are saved in spite of not deserving it motivate us toward
following Jesus better?

How would your life be different if you lived fully in light of God’s grace and mercy in your
life?

Not a part of a Life Group at North Hills? Visit the church website and check out
the different groups currently meeting. When you see one that interests you,
click on the link provided and know that everyone will be glad you came!

https://church.north-hills.org/connect/small-group-ministry
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And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we
all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved
us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the

coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works,
so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should

walk in them. Ephesians 2:1-10 (ESV)

https://church.north-hills.org/connect/small-group-ministry


The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is an annual offering collected by believers around
the world to support international missions. The offering was officially named in 1918 by
Woman’s Missionary Union in honor of the missionary to China who urged churches to
start it and give sacrificially. This offering is unique from other mission offerings in that
100% of gifts provide for missionaries all over the world. It is a valuable part of Southern
Baptists' 175-year history of reaching the nations with the gospel and vital to reaching the
vision of a multitude from every language, people, tribe, and nation knowing and
worshiping our Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 7:9). Our goal is to raise $12,000 this year.
To contribute, note it on an offering envelope or give online at north-hills.org.

Outdoor Children’s Minist�� on Sunday mor�ings
Parents and guardians, we ask that you go to the main entrance of the Worship Center
to check your child in. After service, please go to the Preschool Playground in a timely
fashion to check your child out. While our Sunday morning Children’s Worship is designed
for children, it is not mandatory children attend. Parents and guardians are welcome to
keep their children with them in the Worship Center if they prefer.

Communication Cards and Offering Envelopes
At the main entrance and senior parking lot entrance of the Worship Center, you will
find special new boxes when you leave today. If you have filled out a Communication Card
or Offering Envelope, please insert them into either of the boxes. Please note the boxes
will remain out for 15 minutes after the service.
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2021-2022 Sermon Series: Authentic

Truly Grateful: Motivated by Thanksgiving
Ephesians 2:1-10

AUTHENTIC PRINCIPLE:
Let God’s __________________ motivate you to live for Him.

1. Because of ____________ we are dead. (Ephesians 2:1-3)

2. Because of __________________ we are made alive. (Ephesians 2:4-6)

3. Because of __________________ we are saved. (Ephesians 2:7-10)

RESPONSE:

How will you ________________________ to God’s grace in your life?

Read the entire Bible chronologically in a year
See the church newsletter for this week’s Bible reading passages

(https://church.north-hills.org/newsletters/weekly-newsletter)
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