
OPENING DISCUSSION

Have you ever had an experience when
you found your place after feeling like you
had no place you belonged?

What role did you play?

How did it feel to find
and fulfill your purpose?

SERMON

What is one part of the sermon that made you think differently about the role John played
in Jesus’ ministry? Did you think differently about your role?

Why is it significant that we are reminded John is not the light? Why might someone
mistake John for the Messiah?

How does John remove the spotlight from himself in order to put it on Jesus alone?

Why is it significant that John didn’t know Jesus was the Messiah before he saw the Spirit
descend? Considering John and Jesus were cousins, why is this significant?

Why do you think John’s disciples were jealous for him when all were going to Jesus?
How does John respond?

After fulfilling his mission, John was content to “decrease.” How can we learn from this
level of humility?

APPLICATION

Have you found the role God has called you to?

How can you help point people to Jesus? What is your testimony about who Jesus is in
your life?

How can you take steps to avoid shining the spotlight on yourself rather than Jesus?

What does it look like for you to decrease so Jesus can increase?

How will you live out this passage in the coming week?

Not a part of a Life Group at North Hills? Visit the church website and check out
the different groups currently meeting. When you see one that interests you,
click on the link provided and know that everyone will be glad you came!

https://church.north-hills.org/connect/small-group-ministry
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light. John 1:6-8

And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask
him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And
they asked him, “What then? Are you Elĳah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he
answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent
us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” (Now they had been sent from the
Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elĳah,
nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do
not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” These
things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. The next day he saw
Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was
before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he
might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a
dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” John 1:19-34

After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with
them and was baptizing. John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful
there, and people were coming and being baptized (for John had not yet been put in prison). Now a
discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. And they came to
John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—
look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” John answered, “A person cannot receive even one
thing unless it is given him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the
Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend
of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore
this joy of mine is now complete. He must increase, but I must decrease.” John 3:22-30

https://church.north-hills.org/connect/small-group-ministry


Communication Cards and Offering Envelopes
At the main entrance and senior parking lot entrance of the Worship Center, you will find
special new boxes when you leave today. If you have filled out a Communication Card or
Offering Envelope, please insert them into either of the boxes. Please note the boxes will
remain out for 20 minutes after the service.

The Lord’s Supper
Join us next Sunday, June 13, as we partake of communion together as a church family.

Children’s Minist�� Update
Until further notice, our Sunday morning Children’s Worship (Nursery - 5th grade) will
continue to be outdoors. Parents and guardians, we ask that you go to the Preschool
Playground to check your child in. After service, please return in a timely fashion to check
your child out. While our Sunday morning Children’s Worship is designed for children, it is
not mandatory children attend. Parents and guardians are welcome to keep their children
with them in the Worship Center if they prefer (the ministry rooms inside the Worship Center
will open later this summer).

Sunday mor�ing Bible St�dies
Now that we have moved back into the Worship Center, some may be wondering when the
Sunday morning Bible Studies will begin meeting back on campus. Look for details later
this month for more information.
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Summer Sermon Series: Encounters with Jesus

John the Baptist
John 1:6-8; 1:19-34; 3:22-30

BIG IDEA:
Like John, we can __________________ our part in God’s ________________________.

1. John ___________________________ people towards Jesus. (John 1:6-8)

2. John ______________________________ to know who He is. (John 1:19-34)

3. John ____________ people to Jesus and then got out of the way. (John 3:22-30)

RESPONSE:
What part do you __________________ in Jesus’ story?

Read the entire Bible chronologically in a year
See the church newsletter for this week’s Bible reading passages

(https://church.north-hills.org/newsletters/weekly-newsletter)

https://church.north-hills.org/newsletters/weekly-newsletter

