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By Candice Choi
The Associated Press

BEIJING » The panda mascot of the 
Beijing Games has been a huge 
success here in the Chinese capi-
tal, where fans have lined up for 
hours to buy plush dolls of the 
round cartoon, Bing Dwen Dwen.

Then last week, the character 
appeared on Chinese TV — and 
horrified viewers by speaking 
with a grown man’s voice.

“I don’t think it’s cute any-
more,” one commenter said on 
Chinese social media. “It’s just 
an old man.”

The incident was a minor blem-
ish on the character’s popularity; 
by week’s end, with the close of 
the Games approaching, the cult 
of Bing Dwen Dwen — one of the 
more ubiquitous Olympics mas-
cots of recent years — was still go-
ing strong and drawing long lines 
for purchases. But it marked the 
latest comic mishap in the pan-
theon of Olympic characters.
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WINSLOW, ARIZ. » This once-bus-
tling city in northern Arizona has 
a troubled relationship with rain. 
Winslow needs it, but just a lit-
tle can overwhelm a levee system 
that officials have pleaded with 
the federal government for years 
to fix.

Local officials believe a push 
from the Biden administration 
to fund projects that help disad-
vantaged communities gave them 
an edge this year. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers recently an-
nounced $65 million is going to 
Winslow’s flood control project.

“Until they were able to in-
troduce criteria that recognized 
other social effects and socio-
economic level of communities 
and environmental impacts, it 
was just a numbers game,” Na-
vajo County Public Works Direc-
tor John Osgood said. “And until 
you could reach a certain level, 
you weren’t going to be competi-
tive, you weren’t going to receive 
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MOSCOW » Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, facing a 
sharp spike in violence in and 
around territory held by Russia-
backed rebels and increasingly 
dire warnings that Russia plans 
to invade, on Saturday called for 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
to meet him and seek resolution 

to the crisis.
“I don’t know what the presi-

dent of the Russian Federation 
wants, so I am proposing a meet-
ing,” Zelenskyy said at the Mu-
nich Security Conference, where 
he also met with U.S. Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris. Zelenskyy 
said Russia could pick the loca-
tion for the talks.

“Ukraine will continue to fol-
low only the diplomatic path for 
the sake of a peaceful settlement.”

There was no immediate re-
sponse from the Kremlin.

Zelenskyy spoke hours af-
ter separatist leaders in eastern 
Ukraine ordered a full military 
mobilization on Saturday while 
Western leaders made increas-
ingly dire warnings that a Rus-
sian invasion of its neighbor ap-
peared imminent.

In new signs of fears that a war 
could start within days, Germany 
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In honor of American Heart 
Month, select students who 
raised over $50 at Holy Ro-
sary Catholic School wel-
comed and then reveled in the 
rare opportunity to “Slime” 
school Principal Bob Bach-
meier.

The Friday afternoon Nick-
elodeon-lite “sliming” of Prin-
cipal Bachmeier by over 30 
students on the campus play-
ground was a fun activity to 
celebrate the schools’ recent 
successful fundraising cam-
paign in the American Heart 
Association’s Kids Heart Chal-
lenge program. The “Slime” 
consisted of Water, flour, and 
food coloring instead of being 
glue-based, much to the relief 
of Bachmeier.

“They haven’t slimed me 
yet, so we played that up 
during the fundraising cam-
paign,” Bachmeier said. “I 
think there is something cool 

about sliming your principal. 
They had various choices but 
landed on that, and I agreed 
to it.”

Students at the school did 
not have to donate but were 
welcome to participate any 
way they could. According to 
Bachmeier, over $5,000 was 
raised for the American Heart 
Association during the chal-
lenge, marking it one of the 
program’s most successful 
years.

The American Heart Asso-
ciation’s Kids Heart Challenge 
provides a unique age-appro-
priate curriculum and activ-
ities. Students and educators 
are given the tools needed to 
learn social and emotional 
skills like kindness and how 
to take care of their physical 
health and mental well-being, 
all while making a difference 
by raising funds to save lives.

Previous fundraisers like a 
food drive culminated with 
students getting to shave 
Bachmeier’s head.

That wasn’t the only event 
the campus had. The third 
and fourth-grade classes wel-
comed a team from the Lyons 
Club, consisting of Lucinda 
Talkington and her service 
dog Etsy, to present a brief 
history of the American flag 
educating the students about 

the importance of patriotism.
Students were able to ask 

questions share about their 
family members who are serv-
ing or have served our coun-
try in the military, police, and 
fire. They also took a pledge 
to honor and protect ‘Old 
Glory’ all of their lives.
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A student “Slimes” Holy Rosary Catholic School Principal Bob Bachmeier Friday afternoon.
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A student with a miniature flag during the Lyons Club American Flag 
presentation Friday morning.
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