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As I write this letter I reflect on the successes and blessings of the
2008-2009 school year. Enrollment is up over last year, making us one of the
few elementary schools in the Archdiocese to see a population increase, a strong
testament to the wonderful benefits of Catholic education. The increased enrollment
has me teaching a section of our Jr. High math, something I haven’t done in years.
In early fall, we expanded our efforts of “going green” by delivering the weekly
announcements via email and the website only. Our technology committee, which
is full of incredibly talented and generous parents, is working hard at upgrading
our technology campus-wide and refreshing our website.
Our 2nd graders are busy preparing for their First Reconciliation in early
February, and the Kindergarten and 3rd grade students are preparing for our
Catholic Schools Week liturgy on Sunday, January 25. Our eighth graders are
taking their high school placement tests and looking forward to acceptance letters
and making their high school choices in the early spring.
January “officially” begins our applications and admissions season,
however, we have been providing tours to interested families since October. As
parents compare schools looking to make the right choice for their child, they ask
many questions, especially about curriculum. Mount Carmel School, as do most
Catholic schools in the Archdiocese, chooses to follow California state guidelines
as well as Archdiocesan guidelines. We believe this best prepares the children to
not only meet, but exceed high school requirements. These parents also ask,
“How is Mount Carmel School different?”
Mount Carmel School students are challenged to perform at higher levels
and achieve academic milestones earlier in their school career. Our 8th graders
consistently test at a 10th grade level or higher on the Standardized Iowa Test of
Basic Skills. On average, 95% of our graduating class choose to continue their
Catholic education and are accepted into the Catholic college preparatory high
school of their choice.
Mount Carmel School has a fully credentialed and stable faculty. There is
collaboration between teachers and administration to advance the school towards
its goals and objectives, contributing greatly to our very low faculty turnover.
Mount Carmel School is a community of faith. As a community of believers,
students attend mass weekly and or monthly, actively participate in monthly
outreach programs, serve the parish, explore social justice issues and pray and
sing at daily morning assemblies.
Mount Carmel School is a community of families who give tirelessly of their
time, talent and treasure to participate in their children’s school. Evidence of
parent support is our successful fundraisers, help in the library, coaching sports,
coordinating class activities and parents are often guest presenters.
We trust that you will see, either as a current school family or as a
prospective family, that Our Lady of Mount Carmel School is a parish school
based on the teachings of the Catholic faith, committed to providing strong
academics in a safe, nurturing, yet fair and just disciplined environment.
Families, thank you for sharing your children with us. Prospective parents,
I encourage you to become part of this vibrant, exciting, challenging, and caring
community of learners.

Teresa Anthony
P R I N C I P A L

Annual Open House
Since 1885, we have educated over 4,000
students in the rich Catholic tradition of the
Sisters of Notre Dame. Each year, an average
of 95% of our graduates choose to continue
their Catholic education and are accepted into
the Catholic college preparatory school of
their choice, including:
Bellarmine
Junipero Serra
Mercy
Notre Dame
Sacred Heart Prep
St. Francis

Join us Sunday, January 25, 2009
Tour the school and extended care facilities,
meet faculty and staff, talk to parents, students
and alumni. Applications for the 2009-2010
school year, for grades K-7 will be available.
Applicants for Kindergarten must be 5 years
old as of September 1, 2009.
• Dedicated Science Center
• Technology integrated into curriculum for
all students
• Robust resource and enrichment programs
• Before and after school care
• Spanish, Music, PE and Art for all

Dates to Remember
Jan 25

Open House 10 am – 12:30 pm

Feb 13

Applications deadline for
Grades K and 1

Feb 17-20

Kindergarten and Grade 1 testing

Feb 20

Applications deadline for
Grades 2-7

Feb 18-19

1st Grade Testing Days

Feb 23

Testing for Grades 2 - 7

Mar 6

Kindergarten acceptance letters
are mailed

Applications are now available for download from
the website www.mountcarmel.org/school
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Distinguished

Graduate 2009
Msgr. Edward
McTaggart ’43
Each year we are invited by the National
Catholic Education Association (NCEA) to
nominate a Mount Carmel alumnus for the
Distinguished Graduate Award. This year’s
distinguished graduate is Msgr. Edward Patrick
McTaggart, Class of 1943.
Msgr. McTaggart is a retired colonel in
the U.S. Army and still serves as a chaplin in
the U.S Army Reserves. He is the former Vicar
General of the Archdiocese of San Francisco
and moderator for the SF Archdiocesan
Council of Catholic Women. He is currently
the pastor in residence at St. Gregory’s Church
in San Mateo.
Msgr. McTaggart believes Catholic
education forms young people to be faithful
citizens who apply their faith in whatever
vocation or occupation God will call them
to. He is fondly referred to as “Easy Ed” and
was Fr. John Balleza’s first pastor.

Playground Funding Complete
Over the last 14 months we have received many
gifts towards this effort, both large and small, and
we now have all the funds needed to complete
this renovation! An exact schedule is still to be
determined, but certainly when the children return
next August to begin the new school year, the new
playgrounds will be installed and ready for fun.
We thank:
Ed Gory and the Playground Committee
Fr. John Balleza
Mrs. Nori Jabba
The Olympic Club
The Danford Foundation
Mr. David Keil
Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame
Each and everyone one of you who
contributed at the Auction in ’07 and ’08

Redwood City Pride Contest
and Book

“Climate Best By Government Test”
is about more than our amazingly
mild weather. Redwood City is a great
place for building community, raising
a family and spending time at work
or play. Most of us who live in and
around Redwood City know that it is
a unique and special place.
Students were invited to put into
their own words or submit pictures to
show what they thought are special about Redwood City, and to share that with
others. All submissions were rewarded with an ice cream cone, but some were
also published and won cash! Congratulations to our students who won and
were published.

Caitlyn Lyons, 7th grade – Jr. High Writing, 3rd place and published
Cecily Mejia, 7th grade – Jr. High Writing, 2nd place and published
Cesario Rodriguez, 7th grade – Semi-Finalist and photograph published
Danny Mora, 7th grade – Semi-Finalist
Farideh Loveless, 7th grade – Semi-Finalist and photograph published
Jeffrey Kaddas, 6th grade – Semi-Finalist and photograph published
Katherine Jabba, 7th grade – Jr. High Writing, Honorable Mention and published
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A lumni News
Class of 1978 Holds 30-Year Reunion
On October 11, 2008, Mrs. Lynn Pereira Felise and Mrs. Karen
Gallagher Sammons hosted a 30-year reunion here at the school.
Thirteen classmates were able to make the event, including Lt. Col.
David Nero, who traveled from Tampa, Florida. Unfortunately
Mrs. Karen Gallagher Sammons had been hospitalized just the day
before (she is fine) and was unable to attend the event she worked
so hard on with Lynn to arrange.
After attending 5pm mass, the group started in the Small Hall
with cocktails and name tags and catching up before they toured
the school. Of most interest to the group were not so much their

Mary Buckley Soder with Sr. Barbara
Kavangaugh

old classrooms, but the old convent. How lucky they were that
Sr. Barbara Kavanaugh was there to give a most entertaining and
factual tour of the convent building (which is now Kid’s Place and
Parish Offices) and a glimpse of what nunnery life was like in 1978.
“There wasn’t just one major highlight that stands out,” said
Lynn Pereira Felise. “More that it was just so nice to be getting
together as adults and reminisce about all the good times we had at
Mount Carmel, to talk to our teachers—adult to adult—and to see
how little we really have changed. We won’t be waiting 30 years
for the next reunion!”

Back Row – Joe Molinari, Mark Britschgi, Doug Sheridan, Kevin Rogers, Peter Nieman,
Adalberto Pepe Cuevas, Jeff Harm Front Row – Eva Vargas Sochen, Laura Caccia, Lynn
Pereira Felise, Kathy Jeske Holmes, Mary Buckley Soder, David Nero

Class of 1953 Holds 55-Year Reunion
Submitted by Jim Knecht, Class of ’53, South Slocan, British
Columbia and Connie Vigil D’Amico.
Mount Carmel graduates of ’53 met for the 55th year reunion
in Santa Cruz on September 17, 18 and 19, 2008. Thanks to the
committee and Connie (Vigil) and Ron D’Amico for the reunion—
one of the best we have ever had! We all loved it. The group of 19
alumni and spouses really connected and all our cheeks hurt from
so much smiling and laughing. Day 1 was golf for some and remeeting for others. Cocktails and dinner that night at Peachwood’s
Restaurant at the Inn at Pasatiempo was a feast. Day 2 was an

afternoon and evening at Connie and Ron’s beautiful home.
On Day 3 we had a group breakfast at the Pasatiempo Golf
Club. Everyone was well behaved, just like when we were grade
school students.
Many thanks to the committee: Connie, Judy (Ayers) Figone,
Maureen (Plant) Jeske, Marilyn (Dematteis) Larson, Rose Marie
(Dymond) Sipple and Ron Fullmer. We are definitely looking
forward to our next reunion! Connie also shared that the
55th reunion was a sweet memory that will be forever lasting.
Regrettably, she continues, we did not get a complete group photo.

Pictured from Day 1 dinner are: Mickey Geenan from Scottsdale AZ, Kerry
Crosson (Hawaii) Connie Vigil Damico (Santa Cruz, CA) Don Des Jardin
(Huntington Beach CA), Jim Knecht (Canada), Jim Ryan (Auburn CA), and
Rose Marie Dymond Sipple (Fremont, CA)

Day 2: Marilyn (Dematteis) Larson (Sunnyvale, VA)
Maureen (Plant) Jeske, Redwood City, CA

Innovative Printing Designs,

June 5, 2009

Class of 2009 Graduation

April 24, 25, and 26, 2009

Spring Festival

March 17, 2009

Grandparents’ Day

February 23 and 24, 2009

Parish Lenten Mission
Lighten Up! with Doug Brummel

January 31, 2009

Past Presidents Annual Dinner

Sunday, January 25, 2009

Catholic Schools Week – Open House

Mark Your Calendars

San Rafael

PRINTING:

PROOFREADING AND EDITING:

Cammy
Amoroso Walsh, mother to Brendan – Class
of 2012, Catherine – Class of 2014 and
James – Class of 2017

DESIGN:

Cathy Chin Velasco, mother to Malia
– Class of 2015

Michelle Conci, Development Director
650-366-8817
development@mountcarmel.org

In Touch is a newsletter written and
published by the Development Office
for the alumni, families and friends of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School and
Parish. We would love to hear more
news from our alumni. You may send
updates, address changes, marriages,
births, etc. We are also pleased to add
parents and grandparents to our mailing
list. We post a PDF of each issue of the
newsletter on the alumni pages of the
website www.mountcarmel.org. Please
pass it along.
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We apologize for the error.

Eileen Cassidy – mother to Eileen Cassidy Faro ’64, Kathleen Cassidy ’65, Patricia
Cassidy Kalvass ’67 and Edward Cassidy ’70

*Correction to September In Touch – We incorrectly published the information
regarding Eileen Cassidy. It should have read as:

James Joseph Moylan ’68 – brother to Michael Arthur ’60, Karen Ann (Inwood)
’62, JoAnn Eileen (Aube) ’64, Thomas Patrick ’65, Terrance John ’71, Daniel
Brian ’74 and David Paul ’79

Delmira Torres – mother-in-law to Camille Torres, 3rd grade teacher and
grandmother to Janice Torres

James Joseph Moylan – Class of ’68

Evelyn (Griffin) Torley – Class of ’40

Cynthia Garcia – sister to Sandi Meisenbach, aunt of Dede Meisenbach, Class of
’96 and Amy Meisenbach Copsey, Class of ’94

Angela Firpo – great grandmother to Charlie Herro, Class of 2015 and Allie
Herro, Class of 2017

Barbara Goselin – Class of ’48

We have been notified by friends and family of the passing of the following alumni
and friends of Mount Carmel School. We ask that you keep them in your prayers.

In Memoriam

Open House Special Issue
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