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Adopt-a-Student Tuition Assistance 
The Adopt-a-Student Tuition Assistance pro-

gram was launched last May as an opportunity 

for alumni, school families, grandparents and 

parishioners to invest in our vision of an 

affordable education for all at Mount Carmel 

School—that no child is denied a Catholic 

Education based solely on economics. We 

celebrate that we have reached just over $60,000 

in donations—halfway to our goal of $120,000.

 We are very pleased that during this school 

year (2007-2008), because of your investments 

in the Adopt-a-Student program and grants 

received, we have been able to provide $79,000 

in tuition assistance support, impacting 84 

families—an increase of 58%. Our goal for 

2008-2009 is to provide $90,000 in tuition 

assistance to families in need of fi nancial help.  

We are very excited to share that not only are 

we planning to provide more assistance, but 

that we will be relying less on the schools 

operating budget. Only 30% of the planned 

tuition assistance support for next school year 

will come from the operating budget, a decrease 

of 70%. We know that with your help we can 

meet all of these goals.

 There are many ways you can share in our 

vision by making a donation of any size. The 

second collection of the second Sunday of each 

month is designated for Adopt-a-Student. Does 

your employer have a matching gift program?   

Many employers sponsor corporate programs 

that will double or sometimes even triple your 

gift. Some companies also match gifts made by 

retirees and spouses. We thank the following 

companies who have these programs and 

whose employees have participated. Do you 

work for one of these companies?

Bank of America The Gap Foundation

Hyperion National Semiconductor

Genentech SBC Communications

2008 NCEA Distinguished 
Graduate Awards

Every year during Catholic Schools 

Week we have an opportunity to 

recognize an alum who has made a 

contribution to American life and/

or the Catholic Church. This is often 

a diffi cult selection process for us 

at Mount Carmel, because we are 

blessed with so many alumni who 

continue to be actively involved in 

the school and parish. This year, on 

January 27, we honored two alumni 

—Karen Gallagher Sammons ’78 

and her mother, Jeanne Britschgi 

Gallagher ’53.

Jeannie Britschgi Gallagher ’53
Jeanne gave countless hours while her own six children attended Mount Carmel 

School. Her list of volunteer positions are long and prestigious. From being 

President of Girls Athletic League (now PPSL) to Parents Club president, Jeanne 

was seen around the school during those years doing it all—all the time. 

Whatever needed to be done, Jeanne did it. Her daughter, Maureen, reminisced 

about how their backyard was the “bike rack”—the place to store your bike 

during school, since the school did not have one.  

 Two of her fi fteen grandchildren are currently enrolled (more to come!), and 

the oldest grandchild graduated in 2002. Three of Jeanne’s children, including 

Karen, are now employed as teachers at the school—Mary Kay Gallagher Musich 

’86, our Kindergarten teacher and Maureen Gallagher Arnott ’90, Assistant 

Director of Kid’s Place.

Karen Gallagher Sammons ’78
Karen has followed in the footsteps of her mother and is also an avid volunteer. 

With two of her children now enrolled in the school, 3rd-generation Karen 

volunteers tirelessly at Mount Carmel School as, including, but not limited to, 

Volleyball Commissioner, Volleyball Coach, serving on the PPSL sports board, 

Festival Co-Chair, and Parents Club President.  

 Even though Karen has one son, now a junior in High School, she still 

volunteers as a leader for the Boys Scouts, as well as Girl Scouts. She also serves 

on the board for Redwood City National Little League and single-handedly 

runs the children’s liturgy program for the parish.

A lumni News
Marcus Geenan ’53 – In response to our last issue honoring 

alumni who served in the military, Marcus shared that his brother 

Louis Geenan ’47, who passed away in October 2006, spent 4 years 

as an active Navy Seal and 32 years in the Navy Seal reserve unit, 

retiring as a Master Chief.    

Steven Scherrer ’59 – Now Fr. Steven Scherrer, he hosts a blog 

where his sermons be regularly found at http://360.yahoo.com/

scherrersteven. 

Alex Dini ’02 – Alex Dini was just fi nishing up a successful fi rst 

trimester at the University of Arizona when his life was suddenly 

turned upside down—he was diagnosed with a brain tumor. After 

surgery to remove the tumor at Stanford University, Alex temporarily 

lost his speech, his balance and suffered from weakness in his right 

arm. His recovery included rigorous physical, occupational and 

speech therapy and lasted nine months.    

 “Thankfully, no once can tell I ever had surgery,” Alex shares. “I 

am a new, changed person. Having experienced physical therapy 

as a patient was so amazing, I have switched my major from 

business marketing to physiology. My ultimate goal is to major 

in kinesiology.  

 Alex is currently a sophomore at UA, where he volunteers at 

a local hospital in their inpatient and rehab clinics. He plans to 

transfer to Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois or Indiana University, 

all of whom offer great kinesiology programs.
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A lumni Spotlight

Class  of  1978

Lynn Pereira Felise
Favorite teacher and why: I would have to say Mrs. 

Zehender. Although the word “responsibility” didn’t 

mean a lot back in the 5th grade, it has been a 

concrete value that was instilled in me all through 

Mt. Carmel. I remember going into the 5th grade, 

and the word “responsibility” was all scrambled, 

and she had us unscramble the word.

Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: One of my most favorite 

memories was our 8th grade picnic at the Elk’s Club, and the choir picnics and 

Outdoor Ed with the movie about the prairie dogs!

What was special (or a special memory of) about your class: Our Friday night roller 

rink parties, and I wouldn’t call it special or fond…but Slave Day (thanks to 

Karen Gallagher Sammons!)

Currently, I am: Working at San Mateo County Superior court in the Juvenile 

Division and clerk to the Honorable Judge Carl W. Holm. I have three children, 

all of whom are attending or attended Mt. Carmel. Zachary (17) is a junior at 

Serra, Malia (15) is a sophomore at Notre Dame, and Creighton (10) is in the 

5th grade at Mount Carmel. I still live in Redwood City!

Karen Gallagher Sammons
Favorite teacher and why: Mrs. Duff (8th grade) and 

Mrs. Vanderbrook (3rd grade). Mrs. Duff because 

I remember having lots of fun in 8th grade and 

learning a lot about government from her. Mrs. 

Vanderbrook is the reason I went into teaching. 

As a third grader, I remember how nice she was—

I wanted to be a teacher just like her.

Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: I have many fond memories 

of the eight years I spent at Mount Carmel—participating in the Sew and Show 

fashion shows (wearing outfi ts sewn by my grandmother); Monsignor Munier 

singing in Latin at the school Christmas assembly; celebrating Thanksgiving in 

the gym; going to Outdoor Ed in the 6th grade with Sr. Jacinta; doing ceramics 

at Mrs. Zehender’s house is just a few. Overall, I remember the wonderful sense 

of community that was always present in all that we did.

What was special (or a special memory of) about your class: I remember all of the 

fun activities we participated in as a class, especially in 8th grade. The May 

Procession and crowning of Mary, the trip to Sacramento, graduation activities, 

Great America, the picnic at the Elks’ and the Brunch. But the probably the most 

memorable for me was winning at the PPSL Spirit Competition at the Spirit 

Festival for the fi rst time in the school’s history.

Currently, I am: Working in the after-school program at Mount Carmel after 

having taught preschool in Menlo Park for 21 years. I live in Redwood City with 

my husband Scoot and have two daughters—Reagan, in Kindergarten, Colleen 

in 7th grade, and my son Todd is currently a junior at Serra High School. 

Mary Buckley Souter
Favorite teacher and why: Mrs. Vanderbrook in 3rd 

grade. She was nice to all and always smiled and 

helped you; she was a friend.

Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: 

Some of my favorite memories were playing four 

square at lunch, playing jacks on rainy days in the 

covered walkway, 8th grade Stations of the Cross, 

riding to school with my brothers, Mrs. Centis’s cookies, volleyball and the spirit 

festival. The parish picnics at Memorial Park with the big swim pool in the creek!

What was special (or a special memory of) about your class: We were all kids from 

a close-knit Catholic community. We stayed together eight years and knew 

everything about each other. We played lots and lots of volleyball with great 

moms coaching us. We rode our bikes all over Redwood City visiting each other, 

and in the 7th and 8th grade, we TP’d each others homes!

Currently, I am: Living in Emerald Hills with my husband Rich and three kids— 

Elizabeth, Nicholas, Luke and two dogs. I graduated in 1987 from the University 

of San Francisco in Accounting. I left the corporate world in 1996, and now I 

work for my kids!

Eva Varga Sachen
Favorite teacher and why: Sr. Jacinta. I loved animals, 

and she was the Science teacher. I got to help take 

care of the animals (mice, etc.) in the science room. 

I also liked her dog, Chip.

Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: 

Outdoor Education and seeing Mike Jones lick a 

banana slug; Slave Day in 8th grade; the “no homework” year with Miss 

Gallette; state reports in Mrs. Zehender’s 5th grade; Spring Carnivals; being 

pinched on the cheek by Fr. Dominique—although I didn’t like it at the time.

Currently, I am: Living in Petaluma, am married and have two children, ages 7 and 

10. I work part-time as a school-based occupational therapist and come down to 

Redwood City to visit my family pretty regularly.

Mark Alan Britschgi
Favorite teacher and why: Mrs. Duff, because she was 

pretty, and she didn’t punish me too much, even 

though I was a class clown.

Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: 

The tradition of the older kids taking the younger 

kids to Marine World in Redwood City. It was a 

really fun day, both as a 2nd grader and as the 7th grader. I also loved the Altar 

Boy picnic at Blackberry Farm. It was always seemingly held on a perfect spring 

day. Monsignor would throw money in the pool, and all the good little altar 

boys would fi ght like hell underwater for the extra cash. Serving at 6:30 mass 

was a strange, but good experience, too.

What was special (or a special memory of) about your class: I think we started the 

habit of gardening on the Grand Street side of the school. As 8th graders we 

donated the painting of the circle for center court in the main gym. All of our 

names created the circle, and it lasted for many years. Other than that, we were 

a pretty ordinary group of kids just trying to make our way through the topsy 

turvy 1970s.

Currently, I am: Living the dream in San Francisco…

A reunion is currently being planned for the Class of 1978. For more 
information, please contact Lynn Pereira-Felise at felisefale@yahoo.com 
or Karen Gallagher Sammons at kaegs@aol.com
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Class  of  1958
Cheryl Jean Laber Bateman 
Favorite teacher and why: My favorite teacher was Sister 

Barbara Ann, because she had a nice smile. So I decided 

at the ripe age of 6 to switch to her fi rst grade class (she 

still remembers the incident). Despite her pleasant 

attitude, I was sent back to Room 1B (darn!).

Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: My 

favorite memory was the earthquake of March 22, 1957. I was in choir practice 

in the auditorium and saw the chandeliers swaying back and forth. I bolted out 

the side door to the arcade just as the nun was telling us to stay inside. I was 

standing out there alone for a couple seconds when I heard the door at the other 

end of the arcade open, and there was my brother Joel. It was just the two of us 

looking at each other and smiling with recognition that the fl ight instinct was 

alive in our family.

What was special (or a special memory of) about your class: When I was in eighth 

grade a group of girls started making “visits” to the church during recess 

and lunch. Not that we were overly devout, but conveniently along our trek 

route we had to pass through the boy’s yard where the 8th grade boys were 

shooting baskets. 

Currently, I am: I’ve lived at Lake Tahoe for 38 years, 32 in our present house on 

the east side of the lake. I ski and snowboard in the winter and water ski in the 

summer. My husband Ed and I have two sons, Jeb (33) and Daniel (30), and a 

daughter, Kelsie (22). We also have two young grandsons. Ed and I co-manage 

our income property and want to do more traveling.

Robert Fred Bozzolo 
Currently, I am: Retired and living in Santa Clara

Edmund H. Cardona 
Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: 

Receiving Holy Communion on Friday and getting 

donuts and hot chocolate after.

What was special (or a special memory of) about your 

class: We were the only double class and so had a 

large array of friends. 

Currently, I am: Teaching in the Sequoia Union High School district and live one 

block from Mount Carmel on Grand Street. That is after living in Toronto, 

going to graduate school in Syracuse NY, graduating from Fordham Law School 

in NYC, and practicing law at the Federal Communications Commission in 

Washington DC. I returned home to raise my children.

Michael Eugene O’Sullivan 
Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: 

Dana Terremere was playing a ball game (4-square?), 

and I rudely kicked the ball off to a far part of the 

school grounds. I will never forget what she said to 

me: “Shag it, O’Sullivan.” I’m pretty sure I did go and 

get the ball back for her (I really wasn’t that horrible 

of a character). So here’s my chance to apologize to 

Dana and let her know I never forgot the look on her face (and Dutch boy 

haircut). Later in life, I realized I was attracted to women who looked like Dana. 

Probably should have courted her instead of kicking her ball away…

Currently, I am: Retired from the Southern Pacifi c/Union Pacifi c Railroad as a 

Locomotive Engineer, soon to retire from the Longshoreman Union. I climbed 

Mt. Kilimanjaro for my 60th birthday. My wife and I just returned from a trip 

to Europe on the Queen Mary II. I am studying European Medieval History 

and sing medieval songs. I raced cars for a number of years with my son and 

daughter and am now a daily bicyclist and a long distance walker. My wife and 

I have bought a home in Tucson, Arizona. My life is full and happy.

Louis J. Rolla 
Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: 

Sister Catherine Aloysius because she liked me and knew 

my family. She was tough on me but closer to me than 

any other teacher.

Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: 

Rainy days were always great. We would often stay in 

the classrooms and color and draw.  Most school work then was the “three R’s,” 

and you couldn’t express yourself creatively. Also square dancing and shooting 

marbles in the school yard. 

What was special (or a special memory of) about your class: We were the only grade 

to have two classes, since there was many of us. 

Currently I am: I retired in June 2003 after 33 years with General Electric. Since 

then, I am building a business in the reverse mortgage industry. I truly enjoy 

helping seniors secure a better fi nancial lifestyle.

Navita Singh 
Favorite teacher and why: I do not have a favorite 

teacher because each teacher had something special 

and fun about them. 

Favorite memory (or memories) of Mount Carmel School: 

My favorite memory is the yearly carnival. My friends 

and I always made the most out of this weekend. I 

also remember the chocolate sales. Boy, was it hard not eating the chocolate.

What was special (or a special memory) about your class: Not much of a special 

memory, but one that sticks out is that our class often got into trouble—well, 

some of us. However, all in all we were a great class, and I will always remember 

how close we got on our 8th grade graduation trip.

Currently, I am: Teaching 6th grade at Costano School in East Palo Alto. I love my 

job and am privileged to work with such great kids.

Class  of  1998

We recently invited all the classes celebrating a milestone 

year to complete a questionnaire for publication in this issue. 

Please accept this open invitation to any member of any class 

to submit their answers to the same questions, and we will 

run it along with your 8th grade picture in the next issue 

of In Touch.
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Please keep “In Touch”
In Touch is a newsletter written and 
published by the Development Offi ce 
for the alumni, families and friends of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School and 
Parish. We would love to hear more 
news from our alumni. You may send 
updates, address changes, marriages, 
births, etc. We are also pleased to add 
parents and grandparents to our mailing 
list. We post a PDF of each issue of the 
newsletter on the alumni pages of the 
website www.mountcarmel.org. Please 
pass it along.

Michelle Conci
Development Director
650-366-8817
development@mountcarmel.org

D E S I G N :  Cathy Chin, mother to Malia Velasco 
– Class of 2015

P R O O F R E A D I N G  A N D  E D I T I N G :  Cammy 
Amoroso Walsh, mother to Brendan – Class 
of 2012 and Catherine – Class of 2014

P R I N T I N G :  Innovative Printing Designs, 
San Rafael

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
301 Grand Street
Redwood City, CA 94062

In Memoriam
We have been notifi ed by friends and family of the passing of the following alumni 
and friends of Mount Carmel School. We ask that you keep them in your prayers.

Nadine Paolini Freschini – Class of ’44, sister to Louis Paolini ’56

Dan Shea – husband to Mary, father to Dan ’76 and John ’83

Norma DeGiovanni O’Connell – Class of ’30, mother to Anthony Azevedo ’65

Catherine Vollmayer – mother to Carla Deasy ’69, Ann Louise Van Tonnigan ’73 
and Mary Broxon ’76

Carla Balzarini – Class of ’78, sister to Tina Ann Cardanini ’79 

David Gonzales* – husband to Mary ’59, father to Michelle ’78, Greg ’81 and Tony

* Mr. Gonzales passed away Spring 2007.
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Upcoming Events
E-Waste Recycling Onsite Event 

Saturday, April 12

Wild West Days Annual Festival 
April 25 – April 27

Class of 2004 Reunion 
Saturday, May 17

Class of 2008 Graduation  
Friday, June 6

Last Day of School  
Wednesday, June 11
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