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s we begin spring, we are winding down our four-month-long admissions season, 
meeting prospective parents, providing tours and doing our best to share with 
them all that Our Lady of Mount Carmel School has to offer: a faith community 
comprised of rigorous academics, innovative programs, well-rounded curriculum, 

and an active and caring parent community. We believe these attributes keep Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel School at the forefront of providing a strong Catholic education in San Mateo County.

Please take a few moments to look at the pictures and articles that follow, and you will get a real 
sense of our vibrant learning community. At the Auction, supporters gave generously to our 
technology program to fund the purchase of iPads and Chromebooks. Our parents help by 
volunteering to provide refreshments and be tour guides during our annual open house, and 
parents make Grandparents Day extra special by providing refreshments and photography. The 
upcoming Festival could not happen without our parent volunteers. Our alumni also come back 
and give back to their old school in so many ways—and hopefully soon—our Alumni Association.

On June 1, we will graduate the Class of  
2012 and bid them good luck and farewell  
as they begin their high school journey and 
experiences. Congratulations are in order  
as 100% of our 8th grade class who applied 
to Catholic high school were accepted into 
one or more schools of their choice. In late 
summer, we will welcome our inaugural 
Transitional Kindergarten class and a fresh  
new class of Kindergartners as the school  
year begins again!

We thank each and every one of you— 
alumni, alumni parents, parishioners, and  
parents—for all that you do to make Our  
Lady of Mount Carmel so very special.

Dear Alumni, Family and Friends,

A
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from the principal

Mrs. Anthony celebrating Dr. Seuss’  
birthday with Kindergarten.

Teresa anThony
Pr i nci PAl  

Yours in Christ,

Grandparents Day 
On Thursday March 15, we hosted almost 200 

grandparents who joined their grandchildren for 

the morning to attend a special Mass and enjoy 

activities together. Mark your calendar for next 

year—we always hold this event on St. Patrick’s 

Day, or very close to it! Pictures were taken  

for those who stopped into the Rotunda by our 

volunteer parent photographers and made 

available for purchase on Shutterfly the same day.
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our inaugural TransiTional KindergarTen 

(TK) class is set to begin in the fall with a full class 
of 16 students. As one of two schools offering transitional 
kindergarten in the county, and the uncertainty of a TK 
program in public schools, you can imagine interest and 
demand is high. 

Advanced Preschool Curriculum
Transitional Kindergarten is open to children who  
will be five years of age by December 1 and who have  
had previous preschool experience. TK gives children  
an advanced preschool curriculum that keeps them 
challenged by blending preschool and kindergarten 
standards with high expectations based on: Faith 
Formation, Language and Literacy, Math and Science, 

Physical Fitness and Health (PE), Spanish, Music and Art. TK prepares students 
for the social and academic expectations for the following year’s entry into a 
traditional full-day kindergarten.  

Key to Success 
Mount Carmel School has long held fast to a Kindergarten age cut-off of 
September 1—with no exceptions. “We strongly believe that children who are  
five as of September 1 are best prepared both emotionally and socially to be in  
a solid academic setting,” said Mrs. Teresa Anthony, Principal. “Because of our 
commitment to the September 1 date,” Mrs. Anthony continues, “many families 
disappointed about not being able to start their children at Mount Carmel  
School would then go to public school, where the age cut-off was December 1.

Now with TK, we can offer those children the opportunity of a high-quality, early-learning 
experience in a Catholic setting, while building their confidence as they move to the next  
level of academic success.” 

Strategy for Long-Term Enrollment Management 
This will also dramatically change our Kindergarten space availability for the 2013-2014 school 
year. While all children coming from our TK class will still need to test ready for Kindergarten, 
combined with our Pre-K class, we could theoretically have only less than 10 spaces available  
to fill. As a long term strategy for managing enrollment, we are very excited. 

TK follows the main school calendar of 180 days. Class size is limited to 16 students with one 
full-time teacher and one aide. Program schedule is Monday and Friday 8:30am-12:50pm, 
Tuesday-Thursday 8:30am-1:30 pm, with extended care available before and after. 
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Transitional Kindergarten  
Begins with the 2012-2013 School Year

from the principal

“now with tK, we  
can offer children the 
opportunity of a high-

quality, early-learning 
experience in a 

Catholic setting,  
while building their 

confidence as they 
move to the next level 
of academic success.”
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Technology that Supports Student Learning 
Through the generosity of parishioners, alumni and 

school families who attended the auction and generously gave 
to the purchase of iPads and Chromebooks, the teachers and 
students are now enjoying them throughout the curriculum. 
The Chromebooks support student learning in multiple 
curriculums (currently math, social studies and reading) during 
small-group and whole-group instruction, as well as actively 
engaging them. Students only have access to learning games 
and experiences that correlate to the California State Standards.

Practice Core Academic Skills 
In second grade, “although we have used the Chromebooks  
as a whole class, we mostly use them in small groups as one  
of our stations,” says Mrs. Scherba, Grade 2 teacher. Mrs. 
Scherba continues, “The Chromebooks allow us to individually 
practice our core academic skills (math, reading, vocabulary 
and spelling) by using games on the internet. We continue  
to explore ways to learn using the Chromebooks.”  

Supports New Concepts 
In the third grade, Chromebooks access programs such as 
RAZ kids, which allow students to read appropriate reading-
level books, listen to stories and take online reading 
comprehension quizzes. “We use them in math centers to 
reinforce math facts and also support new concepts being 
taught,” said Ms. Lyssand, Grade 3 teacher. Ms. Lyssand 
continues, “In history, we have used them to research material 
in our new unit on the U.S. Constitution, landmarks and 
branches of the government. As a teacher, I have also been 
very impressed with how responsible the students are with the 
equipment; taking them out, using them and returning them 
helps students learn to respect property.”

Kindergartners Ava Jarolimek, Milena Amaya 
and Ryan Pettis navigate their iPads with a 
swipe of a finger.

Technology:

         iPads and Chromebooks 
     Come to the First Floor
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Katie Sheldon and Jamie Mangiola, 3rd grade, 
use iPads in the Resource Center.

Resource Program Receives iPads
Through the generosity of a donor, the Resource Program now has six dedicated 
iPads for use in the program. 

“We are discovering what a wonderful learning tool the iPad is,” said Mrs. Mercurio, 
resource teacher, “especially since each student has their own to use when they  
come to my class.”

Apps Build Skills 
For younger students, there are programs like TeachMeFirst Grade, TeachMeSecond 
Grade, Spelling Magic, Short Vowels, Sight Word Projector and PopMath which 
develop a student’s sight word recognition, spelling and math skills. There are also 
great applications to help students read, like OmBooks Cat in the Hat, K12 Timed 
Reading practice and Bedtime with Spider books, as well as a blackboard option with 
applications like Letter Quiz and Pocket Phonics to help students improve their 
writing skills. For older students, the iPad allows them to read books and highlight 
text, take notes in the margin and access a dictionary within a book. The tablets 
engage students in fun learning activities that kids ask to play. iPads are the wave of 
the future in how students will learn. Our resource students now have access to the 
latest technology, and they love having the opportunity to use the tablets in class.

Christian Clifford ’85  
Distinguished Graduate 2012

Given each year by the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA), 
the Distinguished Graduate award honors graduates of Catholic elementary/ 

middle schools who have made a contribution to American life and/or the Catholic 
church. This year’s recipient is OLMC alum and Junipero Serra High School Theology 
teacher, Christian Clifford. Christian was joined this day by his wife and son, proud 
mom, Mrs. Peggy Clifford, OLMC 8th grade teacher (retired); Dad, James Clifford; 
siblings James ’77, Mark ’79, Paul ’79, Steven ’81, Erin ’90, Andrew ’95; nephews and 
nieces Patrick ’03, Sean ’05, Brian ’08, Cecily ’11 and Joseph, 7th grade.
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Alumni News

Russ Bertetta ’63  After more than 30 years as Alumni 
Director for Serra High School, Russ has spent the last few 
years managing the Carlos Club in San Carlos. Officially 
“retired,” he is volunteering his time to his ol’ alma mater, 
Mount Carmel School, to help build Alumni Relations with 
the goal of creating a viable alumni organization that can  

help the school plan for the future. You will see Russ around Mount Carmel 
campus during different social events and maybe even calling you for your input 
and help! See article that follows.

Lieutenant Colonel David M. Nero ’78,  
Uncle to Stacy Foreman, Class of 2011, recently completed  
his fifth combat tour to the Iraq Theater of Operations. While 
deployed, Lieutenant Colonel Nero led a six-man Stability 
Transition Team that conducted an advise, train, and assist 
mission with the Iraq 4th Region Department of Border 
Enforcement Division. His transition team and others were key in preparing the 
Iraqi Security Forces to assume the lead in protecting their nation’s sovereignty, 
thus enabling U.S. military forces to depart in December 2011. For his leadership 
as the Stability Transition Team Chief for the 4th Region Department of Border 
Enforcement Division, Lieutenant Colonel Nero was awarded the Bronze Star—
“For exceptional and meritorious service while assigned as the Chief to the 4th 
Region Directorate of Border Enforcement during Operation NEW DAWN.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Nero has returned to Special Operations Command Central 
in Tampa, Florida and does a great job of staying in touch with his class. We thank 
David for his service to his country and the many other OLMC alums who have 
and are serving in the United States Armed Forces.

Jennifer Freidenbach ’80  Director for Coalition 
on Homelessness in San Francisco, Jennifer is married with 
two children, Mateo and Makayln. Jennifer was recently 
recognized in the San Francisco Chronicle for her work with 
the homeless in San Francisco, specifically for battling City 
Supervisors over legislation to criminalize those living on the 

streets; she won. Since graduating from the University of San Diego in 1989, her 
work has been with organizations that help those in need. Her resumé includes 
Second Harvest Food Bank on the Peninsula and the Homeless Action Coalition 
of San Mateo County.

Class of 1962 to hold 
their 50th Reunion
The Class of 1962 will be gathering for 

their 50th Reunion at Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel School on Saturday, October 27, 

2012. Details will follow. Please contact 

one or more of your classmates who are 

serving on the Planning Committee for 

additional information:

Robert Musante 
musante@killerdepo.com

Mary Sullivan Schorr 
mgschorr@comcast.net

Rita Gleason 
rgleason@ndhsb.org

Marilyn Paolucci Kilbourne 
MarvsCAGal@aol.com 
to join Facebook and to access Our Lady  
of Mount Carmel Class of 1962.

Class of 1953 
Your 60-year reunion is coming up!

Class of 1963 
Your 50-year reunion is coming up!

Class of 1973 
Your 40-year reunion is coming up!

Class of 1983 
Your 30-year reunion is coming up!

Class of 1993 
Your 20-year reunion is coming up!

Class of 2003 
Your 10-year reunion is coming up!
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There is little doubt that Mount Carmel School has one of the 
most storied histories of any similar schools on the Peninsula. Our 
innovative programs such as our new Transitional Kindergarten, 
Resource and Enrichment, and the existence of a Development 
Office have made Mount Carmel School an example for others.  

It has long been our hope that we could create an organization 
for our Alumni, where they could gather and reminisce, and 
also find a way to play a vital role in the school’s future. We are 
very excited to share that Mr. Russ Bertetta, Class of ’63, has 
volunteered, working with the Development Office to help us 
create a viable Alumni Association.      

Be a Part of the Future of Mount Carmel School 
“Now is the time for the heritage of the past—alumni—to 
capitalize on the success of the present and help contribute to 
our future,” said Russ. “A viable alumni organization can help 
the school plan for the future and continue to provide 

OLMC Alumni Association

Classes of 1953, ’63, ’73, ’83, ’93 
and 2003, calendar year 2013 is a 
landmark year for each of you. If 
you would like to have a reunion, 
we can help. 

Facilities
We would be happy to share Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel facilities 
with you, free of charge and 
subject to availability during  
the weekends. The Small Hall, 
courtyard, Cavanaugh Hall and the kitchen can be used for 
your brunch, lunch, or evening event. There are tables and 
chairs for your use and your only responsibility is set-up and 
takedown. You will be given guidelines for use of the facilities 
and a set of keys on before the event.  

Tracing Lost Classmates
We can supply a class list and any details from our records that 

innovative programs for our students,” Russ continued. “Let’s 
gather for a dinner and cocktail party under the ‘shade of the 
old sequoia tree’. Our main goal for this party, besides seeing 
old friends and reminiscing, will be to find people who want  
to be in the vanguard of a dynamic alumni organization that 
can keep Mount Carmel School as the beacon for Catholic 
elementary education into the next era of the 21st century.” 

How Do We Get Started?
First tell your old classmates, join the alumni Facebook page, 
tweet, help us get the word out. Alumni with whom we may have 
lost touch with can get back in touch us with by visiting our 
alumni web page and share their updated contact information.

Contact Russ Bertetta (rabert16@sbcglobal.net) and let him 
know you would like to help make the Alumni Association 
happen! We need people to help us get reconnected with 
classmates and get organized! 

Would You Like to Plan a Reunion for Your Class?
will help you trace missing 
classmates e.g. high school or 
siblings’ names and addresses.

The Event
You are encouraged to contact the 
Development Office at least three 
months before the event to make 
arrangements. At that time, we 
will plan a time to meet and show 
you the facility and make any final 
plans. You may want to attend 

Mass as a class before the event. Masses are held at 5pm on 
Saturday and at 9:00am, 11:00am and 5:00pm on Sundays.

Although the event is for you and your classmates to arrange, 
we will work with you to make the process as easy as enjoyable 
as possible. Please contact us in the Development Office  
if we can help if any way. Phone 650-366-8817 or email to   
mconci@mountcarmel.org.

A Few tips for tracing Alumni:
• Facebook—There is a Mount Carmel Alumni

  Facebook page you can link to from the  
  Alumni page of the school website.

• Google searches can yield results.

• Catholic high schools will usually share addresses.

• Public high schools require a letter that they will  
 forward to alumni.

• The San Mateo County Times will post the   
 information free of charge in their paper.
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Please keep “In Touch”
In Touch is a newsletter written and published by the Development Office for the alumni, families and friends of Our lady 
of Mount carmel School and Parish. We would love to hear more news from our alumni. You may send updates, address 
changes, marriages, births, etc. We are also pleased to add parents and grandparents to our mailing list. We post a PDF  
of each issue of the newsletter on the alumni pages of the website www.mountcarmel.org. Please pass it along.

Michelle conci, Development Director Design:    cathy chin Velasco – mother to Malia, class of 2015
650-366-8817   development@mountcarmel.org   and Keana, class of 2020
 Printing: innovative Printing Designs, San rafael

april 2012

St. Julie Day Mass and Crowning  –  May 1

8th Grade Graduation  –  June 1

Alumni Association Dinner  – TBD

Annual Auction Benefit   –  november 3

Spring Festival  –  May 4, 5, and 6

carnival rides, live local entertainment, games 
and great food

Buy ride tickets online in advance and SAVE! 
Go to www.mountcarmel.org

Mark Your Calendars

      Our Lady of
Mount Carmel School
301 Grand Street

redwood city, cA 94062

www.mountcarmel.org

reTurn service requesTed

In Memoriam
We have been notified by friends and family of the passing  
of the following alumni and friends of Mount carmel School.  
We ask that you keep them in your prayers.

Roberto Cervantes – father to Kim Cervantes 2007

Mirela Estrella – grandmother to Kevin Castellanos, Grade 6  
and Odalis Castellanos, Grade 8

Ronald Greco Fullmer ’53 – brother to Joyce Marie Fullmer ’49, 
Joan Michelini ’50, Patricia Van Houten ’57, Diane Bacon ’64, 
Deborah Lee Fullmer ’68

Roland E. Giannini ’45

Lois Hartnett – mother to Patricia Stocum ’67, Tom Hartnett ’70, 
Helen (John) Sexton ’74, and Virginia Ginn ’75

Jo Kavanaugh – sister-in-law to Sr. Barbara Kavanaugh (retired 
OLMC faculty), grandmother to Kristine Loftus ’82, Bill Loftus ’82, 
John Loftus ’84, Katie Loftus ’86, Stephanie Barrington Roberts 
’84, Michael Barrington ’86, and Corey Barrington Yribarren ’87

Michael Rengstorff – grandfather to Ryan Rengstorff, Grade 3


