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S S WINTER COMES TO A CLOSE, we are 
renewed with the energy that comes with 
warm weather, blossoming trees and 
flowers, and bright skies. Here at Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel School, we look forward to our spring 
events, including Grandparents’ Day, First Communion, 
Confirmation, the Academic Decathlon, Graduation and 
the Wild West Days Spring Festival April 29–May 1.

This school year got off to a fabulous start with the completion of the first phase of 
the Facility Modernization Project, which resulted in a permanent classroom for 
Transitional Kindergarten in the main school building, a library and media 
center on the first floor for grades TK-2, relocation of 3rd grade to the 2nd floor, 
and a new multimedia center and library for grades 3-8. If you haven’t seen the 
remodeling and would like a tour, please contact the school, and be sure to read 
the Parent Volunteer Spotlight on Adam Plumpton, who helped manage the project.

In this issue, we celebrate our faculty, students, volunteers and alumni. The 
Faculty Spotlight features our newest faculty member, 5th grade teacher, Jessica 
Hernandez. In honor of Grandparents’ Day on March 17, the Alumni Spotlight 
features Jeannie Gallagher, Class of ’53, who has ten grandchildren at Our Lady  
of Mount Carmel School—a wonderful example of the sense of community Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel offers for generations to come. We also celebrate the lives 
of those who have passed, with a special feature on Alison Huber, Class of ’95, 
who passed away in 2001. Alison’s parents set up a scholarship fund in her name, 
and 2016 marks 15 years of giving in her honor. Ed and Rose Huber generously 
give annually to this fund.  

We invite you to share your news with us as we continue to make In Touch 
informative about the school, our alumni, students, parents, grandparents, 
community members and volunteers who carry on Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
School’s mission.

Dear Friends of Our Lady of Mount Carmel School,

A

from the principal

TERESA ANTHONY
PR I NCI PAL  

God Bless,

Mission

InTouch

Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel School’s mission 

is to develop students 

with creative minds, 

a sense of purpose, 

compassion for others 

and courage to act on 

their Catholic beliefs.

2



InTouch

           

3

from the principal

WE HAVE ONLY RECENTLY FINISHED our interviews of new 
parents as well as the testing of new students, primarily for 
the Kindergarten and Transitional Kindergarten programs. 
We were heartened this year to have a good number of 
applicants, indeed more than could be accepted. And while 
it’s no doubt sad for some who are not admitted, by having a 
large pool to choose from, our school is able to insure that 

those who are admitted are very ready to be successful at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel School. In addition to that, one very much hopes to fill the Kindergarten 
class to capacity because when, as last year, that class begins low, one can expect a 
sparsely-enrolled class as they move through the grades. Our number one goal is, 
more than anything, a school of excellent quality, dedicated to educating the whole 
child, forming each of them in the faith of our Church and in the values we hold 
dear, as well as providing them with the academic preparation they need for success 
in high school and beyond. No one has to be told that these formative years are 
crucial if a child is to thrive in the present and eventually develop into a happy 
and fulfilled adult. The secondary reason we hope to fill our classes is economic. 
Without a fully-enrolled school, it is difficult to cover the expenses of a well-
trained staff and the costs of running a top-notch Catholic elementary school.  
As it is, tuition alone does not provide the money needed to maintain the school. 

As I mentioned at the Mass for Catholic Schools week, when I was growing up,  
the local Catholic parochial school (i.e. a school attached to a parish church), was 
without any doubt the best deal going. If you were a member of the parish, your 
children, no matter how many you had, would be enrolled in the school. The tuition 
was seldom more than $15 to $25, so it was within the means of almost every 
family. In those days, the schools were staffed almost entirely by nuns who lived 
on the premises, so the overhead was very small. Today, the average Catholic 
school is staffed almost exclusively by lay people, who deserve to receive competitive 
salaries for their work. While this has affected the cost of Catholic education, it 
has in no way diminished the quality and values for which our schools were 
always known. So, while we must admit that there are both economic and social 
challenges for us to face as we go forward, we must at the same time hold fast to the 
belief that what Our Lady of Mount Carmel School and the other nearby Catholic 
schools offer is something worth having, and something, however intangible, that 
will not be found elsewhere. May God bless our school and its people!   

From the Pastor

Parish News

FATHER ULYSSES D’AQUILA 
PA STO R

Yard to Be Re-Paved 
This Summer
The school and parish yard will be 

repaved in July 2016. Parking will also be 

reconfigured to be more efficient and 

easier to navigate. The cost of the project 

will be approximately $150,000. If you 

would like to donate to this necessary 

infrastructure project, please send your 

checks to Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Church, Re-paving Project, 301 Fulton 

Street, Redwood City, CA 94062. Any 

amount is greatly appreciated!

Crab Feed Yields 
$10,000 For Parish
The annual Crab Feed, hosted by the 

Men’s Club and held on February 6, 2016, 

was a great success, pulling in $10,000 

for the parish. With live music performed 

by parishioners, multiple raffle prizes, 

and, of course, wonderful crab from the 

Pacific Northwest, courtesy of Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel School dad, Simon Johnson, 

and The Fish Market Restaurant, the 

evening was sold out. In addition to 

supporting the parish and the school at 

events, the Men’s Club offers scholarships 

each year to Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

School students who choose to attend a 

Catholic high school. The Crab Feed takes 

place in early February each year.
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Upcoming Reunions
4th – Class of 2012
To kick start classes holding reunions, Our Lady of Mount Carmel School hosts  

a reunion for every class when students graduate from high school. The first reunion  

for the Class of 2012 will be held for graduates and their families at 6:00 pm on May 15, 

2016 in the Large Hall. Please RSVP to Nori Jabba at bnjabba@pacbell.net.  

50th – Class of 1966
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School’s Class of 1966 will hold its 50th reunion on the 

weekend of May 28-29, 2016. Saturday, May 28, Cathy Murphy will host a “get 

reacquainted” dinner at her home in San Carlos. Then on Sunday the 29th, the attendees 

will tour the school to see the many changes made since our graduation, followed by a 

catered brunch in the gymnasium. We hope the alums from the Class of ’66 will join 

fellow classmates for a weekend of camaraderie and remembrance. Reservations can  

be made by contacting Phil Gaddy at (210) 828-4818 (pgaddy@satx.rr.com) or Cathy 

(Murphy) Potter at 408-499-3916 (murphy_cj@yahoo.com).
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Alumni News

Class of 1966 members, back row, L to R: Diane Ercolini, Anne 
Kaz, Joe McCarthy. Front row, L to R: Charlotte Rolle, Joan de 
Cesare, Dennis Murphy and Pat Dean. Photo provided by Joan 
Molinari deCesare.

Thinking About Having  
a Reunion?

Contact Nori Jabba at 650-207-9180 

or email bnjabba@pacbell.net to 

discuss your reunion and get a copy 

of Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 

Reunion Guidelines.

Class of 1965 Celebrates 50th Reunion 
By Joan Molinari deCesare

The Class of 1965 held their reunion luncheon on August 15, 2015, celebrating  
50 years since graduating from Our Lady of Mount Carmel School. We met in the 
Small Hall at the school.

The seven alumni who attended were interesting and educated 
people who shared some great experiences. Spouses also attended. 
We enjoyed seeing the class photos from each grade and recognized 
photos of nuns who taught us. It was surprising that we could recall 
the names of the priests and even the janitor. There was a variety 
of food, some handouts of events of 1965, a “Do you Recall” page, 
Alumni Tidbits, and crossword puzzle to complete, with background 
music of popular songs from that year.  

We enjoyed a tour of the school guided by the current principal, 
Mrs. Anthony, and Nori Jabba, Alumni Coordinator. Thanks to 
both of them for their time and assistance. The building has held up 
very well under the care of the next generation. May it continue to 
produce interesting and educated people.  
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Class of 2011
CHRISTIAN RUANO is now playing men’s 
volleyball at Boston University, Boston, 
MA. Christian played basketball and 
volleyball and was on the crew team  
at Junipero Serra High School and 
participated in U.S. Sailing. The Boston 

University Men’s Volleyball Club is a competitive team that 
engages in competitive intercollegiate play against teams, 
including Northeastern, University of Connecticut, Boston 
College, University of Massachusetts–Amherst, Dartmouth, 
and many more. 

Class of 2011
JOHNNY SMALL received a Sequoia Award Scholarship for 
volunteerism in March 2015. The Sequoia Awards were started 
by Paula Uccelli, OLMC Class of 1956, and her late husband 
Peter, in 1990, and the organization has given over $1 million in 
scholarships to high school students who go above and beyond 
in volunteerism. Johnny attends California State University, 

Chico, where he is studying 
Communication Design and  
Film Production.

LIAM O’CALLAHAN, GEORGE EKAS and JOHNNY SMALL 
celebrated graduation from St. Francis High School on May 24, 
2015. Liam attends UC Santa Cruz, George attends University  

of Seattle and Johnny is at 
California State University, Chico.

Class of 2012
BEN SIMON and the football team of St. Francis High School 
were honored to stand in for the Broncos and the Panthers in 
the practice runs for the opening ceremony at Levi Stadium for 
Superbowl 50 on February 5, 2016. The team was featured on 
CBS News. Ben has been accepted to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
and will major in engineering. Ben’s older brother, Alex Simon, 

Class of 2009, is a senior at Elon 
University in North Carolina, 
majoring in Broadcast Journalism.
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Classnotes

Johnny Small, Class of 2011, with his 
parents, Daphne and Timothy, and 
his Sequoia Award. Photo provided by 
Daphne Small.

Liam O’Callahan, George Ekas, and 
Johnny Small at St. Francis High 
School’s graduation.  

Ben, with brother, Alex, left, Class of 
2008, and parents Angie and Michael. 
Photo provided by Angie Simon.

Class of 2001 
JULIAN EDELMAN, wide receiver for 
the New England Patriots, was 
featured on the cover of Redwood 
City’s Climate Magazine’s February 
2016 issue.  http://www.climaterwc.
com/issue/feb-2016/#16

Class of 2003 
MEGAN CLAIRE married Joaquin Galarza on July 18, 2015. 
Megan is now a 3rd grade teacher at St. Anthony of Padua 
School in Gardena, California.

Class of 1996 
JEANNE REYES graduated from Berkeley 
Law in 2014, passed the California Bar 
the same year, and is now practicing at 
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter, and Hampton 
in San Francisco. In September 2015, she 
married her best friend, Patrick Giuliano. 

Classnotes is a new feature of In Touch. Please email updates you would like to share to Nori Jabba, 
Development Director at bnjabba@pacbell.net or schoolinfo@mountcarmel.org.
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JESSICA HERNANDEZ joins the Our Lady of Mount Carmel faculty team from 
the San Francisco school district, where she served as a long-term substitute 
teacher for multiple grades in both Catholic and public schools. Jessica holds a 
B.A. in History and Master of Arts in Teaching from University of San 
Francisco.

Jessica attended St. Gregory’s Catholic School in San Mateo and Mercy High 
School in Burlingame before attending USF and values her lifelong Catholic 
education. She is excited to be at Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, because  
she grew up attending the Spring Festival with friends and is excited to now be 
part of the close community of Our Lady of Mount Carmel School that is so 
apparent, even after only a short time at the school. “We did not have that sense 
of community in the public schools in San Francisco,” she explains, “and we had 
many significant challenges and limitations, both inside and outside the 
classroom, that I do not have at Our Lady of Mount Carmel School.”

Faith has always been a central part of her life, and she is particularly excited to 
be in a Catholic school environment, where faith is part of the curriculum. Her 
focus for faith in 5th grade, in addition to the standard curriculum, will center 
on teaching her students to be socially responsible citizens and reminding her 
students to always think about what Jesus would do.

With a major in history and a minor in Middle Eastern Studies, Jessica has 
traveled extensively and is fascinated by international conflict resolution and diplomacy. She looks 
forward to bringing her interest in travel and international affairs to the classroom, helping her 
students to better understand the places they learn about in the Church’s teachings since she has 
visited the Holy Land, and igniting her young students’ understanding of the world.  

Fifth grade is a challenge, she explains, because it is that pivotal year between elementary school 
and junior high. Teaching the required curriculum is exciting and critical. Helping her students to 
become polite, thoughtful, respectful in all of their actions, independent thinkers who can juggle 
multiple tasks and “be packed up and ready to go in 5 minutes instead of 30,” and aware of the 
world around them are all equally important.

As she settles in to her classroom, learning the curriculum, the school song, schedule and routines,  
and Safety Patrol are keeping her very busy and asking lots of questions. Jessica takes it all in 
stride, eager to not only teach, train and coach but also get to know her students and their parents.

Welcome, Jessica!  We are blessed to have you.

Faculty Spotlight: Jessica Hernandez, 5th Grade Teacher

“I am so grateful  
to my fellow faculty 

members and the  
staff. They have been 

amazing. I am truly 
blessed to be here.”

“5th grade is such a wonderful age—they realize they can do so much but they don’t always have 

the self-confidence yet to push themselves. My job is to instill that self-confidence while setting 

expectations that will help them grow.”
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Alice Lundin, Class of 1936  
August 15, 2015

Excerpted from the San Jose Mercury News September 2, 2015

A resident of Palo Alto for 61 years, Alice Lundin died peacefully 
in her sleep on Saturday, August 15, 2015, just five weeks shy of 
her 93rd birthday. Alice was born on September 26, 1922 in San 
Francisco, CA to Rina and Antone (Tony) Ferrera, one of two 
daughters born to that immigrant family. Rina came from Turin, 
Italy, and Tony came from the Val Formazza in northern Italy. 
Alice grew up in San Francisco and attended Corpus Christi 

Elementary School in San Francisco, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Elementary School 
in Redwood City, St. Paul’s High School in San Francisco, Notre Dame High School 
in Belmont and finally Stanford University, where she earned a B.A. in International 
Relations in 1951.

Alice met her husband Walter (Walt) at Stanford University. They were married on 
December 9, 1951 and raised five children. Alice is survived by Walter C. Lundin, 
her husband of 64 years, her children Chris (Nora), Walt, Mark (Carolyn), Kathy 
Burns (Terry) and Alison, eight grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren. 

Alison Huber Memorial Scholarship 
Fund: 15 Years Of Giving
Alison graduated from Our Lady of Mount Carmel School in 1995, leaving a legacy 
of love and learning that had marked her as an exceptional student since her first 
days in Kindergarten. A hard-working, conscientious student who embraced life 
with a radiant smile, Alison’s intellectual curiosity lent impetus to any endeavor she 
attempted. Loquacious and persistent, she considered herself a “proficiency expert,” 
often helpfully pointing out the most efficient way to do something—anything—and 
she was usually right. Yet her innocence and kindness endeared her to all. Her 
strength of character challenged her classmates to be the best they could be. Alison 
was a steadfast and loyal friend who would never allow anything negative to be said 
about anyone. She really came into her own during 6th grade, cheerfully and 
respectfully driving her teachers crazy with her incessant questioning. As she 
matured, her pursuit of academic and athletic success was balanced by her exuberant 
spirit and zest for life. Alison died of leukemia in July 2001, at age 19, after 
graduating from Notre Dame High School in Belmont and attending St. Mary’s 
College in Moraga.

Alison’s parents, Rose and Ed, and her brother, Kevin, Class of 1998 maintain her 
legacy by offering the Alison Huber Scholarship Award to a special 8th grade girl 
who demonstrates some of Alison’s integral qualities. The scholarship committee 
selects a student whose love of life and learning radiates through her smile, her 
character, her special love for children, and her kindness and concern for others.

In Memorium
In Touch provides information on 

passings when family members let  

us know. Please send updates to 

schoolinfo@mountcarmel.org.

Class of 1936
Alice Lundin

Class of 1940
William Joyce

Class of 1946
Richard Joseph Coughlan

Editor’s note: We are so grateful to the 
Huber Family for setting up this scholarship 
fund and to those who donate to the fund 
in Alison’s honor. If you would like to 
make a contribution to the Alison Huber 
Scholarship Fund, please contact the 
school for more information or visit us 
online at http://school.mountcarmel.org.
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Student News

City of Redwood City Water Poster 
Contest Winners
JOAQUIN BORJA, Kindergarten and GIA RIVERA, 2nd Grade were honored as winners 
of the annual Redwood City Water Conservation Poster Contest in January 11, 2016 
at the City Council meeting.

Recology’s “America Recycles Day” 
Poster Contest
NICOLAS GIBSON, Grade 6, was the proud recipient of the first-place award for 
Recology’s poster contest for America Recycles Day. Nicolas’ poster was presented at 
the City Council meeting on January 11, 2016 and is featured on a local Recology truck.

Gia Rivera’s posterPhotos by Kelly O’ Connor Joaquin Borja’s poster

Redwood City Mayor, John Seybert, with Nicolas 
Gibson, Grade 6
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4th Grader Qualifies to Compete  
in State Level Competition of  
National Geographic Bee

FRANKLIN HEYMING, grade 4, has been named a National 
Geographic State Bee semifinalist by the National 
Geographic Society. The contest will be held at California 
State University, Fresno on Friday, April 1, 2016. This is the 
second level of the National Geographic Bee competition, 
which is now in its 28th year.

School Bees were held in schools with 4th through 8th grade 
students throughout the state to determine each school 
champion. Franklin took 1st place at the Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel School Geography Bee, Nathan Plumpton, Grade 5, took 2nd place, and Jake 
Thompson, Grade 5, and Andres Perez, Grade 6, tied for 3rd place on January 29, 2016. 

School champions then took an online qualifying test. The National Geographic 
Society has invited up to 100 of the top-scoring students in each of the 50 states, 
District of Columbia, Department of Defense Dependents Schools and U.S. territories 
to compete in the state Bees. Each state champion will receive $100, the National 
Geographic book “The National Parks: An Illustrated History” and a medal, and will 
journey to Washington, D.C., to represent their state in the National Geographic Bee 
Championship at National Geographic Society headquarters, May 22-25, 2016. 

The national champion will receive a $50,000 college scholarship and lifetime 
membership in the National Geographic Society. The national champion will also 
travel, all expenses paid, on a Lindblad expedition to Southeast Alaska aboard the 
National Geographic Sea Lion, including 
Glacier Bay National Park, in recognition of 
the 100th anniversary of the National Park 
Service. Travel for the trip is provided by 
Lindblad Expeditions and National 
Geographic. The 2016 National Geographic 
Bee Championship final round, moderated 
for the first time by journalist and humorist 
Mo Rocca, will air on the National 
Geographic Channel and Nat Geo WILD on 
Friday, May 27 at 5:00 pm Pacific Time. 

Congratulations, Franklin, Nathan, Jake 
and Andres, and best wishes to Franklin on 
April 1 at the State Bee!
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Geographic Bee school winners: (1st) 
Franklin Heyming, 4th grade; (2nd) Nathan 
Plumpton, 5th grade; (tied for 3rd) Jake 
Thompson, 5th grade and Andres Perez, 6th 
grade. Photo: Kelly O’Connor

How would you fare 
as a Bee Contestant?
A. To fish in Lake Winnipesaukee  

[wi-neh-peh-SAW-kee] and ski near 

Franconia Notch, you would travel to 

which state—New Hampshire or 

South Dakota?

B. Visitors to Biscayne National  

Park in Florida can go fishing and 

lobstering along the shore of which 

kind of habitat—mangrove or desert? 

C. Sea kayakers can explore 

hundreds of islands off the Dalmatian 

coast of which European country 

south of Slovenia? 

D. For centuries, the Chinese 

emperors lived in seclusion in the 

Forbidden City, which is located 

within what present-day city? 

About the National 
Geographic Society
The National Geographic is a global 
nonprofit membership organization 
driven by a passionate belief in the 
power of science, exploration and 
storytelling to change the world. The 
Society funds hundreds of research 
and conservation projects around the 
globe each year. With the support of 
members and donors, the Society 
works to inspire, illuminate and 
teach through scientific expeditions, 
award-winning journalism, education 
initiatives and more. Visit online at 
www.nationalgeographic.org.

Answers:  A. New Hampshire; B. mangrove; 
C. Croatia; D. Beijing
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Alumni Spotlight

OUR MOTHER, JEANNIE BRITSCHGI GALLAGHER, Class of 1953, 
has twenty grandchildren, two of whom graduated from Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel School, and ten who are currently 
enrolled. Our mom and our late father, Jim, raised all six of  
us on Grand Street, less than one block from the school. Our 
parents’ dedication to Our Lady of Mount Carmel School and 
Catholic education led to all six of us choosing careers in 
education. The four of us who live locally send our children to 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, and three of us work or 
have worked at the school. Karen is the Assistant Director of  
A Kid’s Place and Preschool and Pre-K teacher, Maureen is the 
Director of A Kid’s Place and Preschool and is a preschool 
teacher, and Mary K taught Kindergarten from 2002 to 2005. 
Colleen teaches 3rd grade at St. Pius School in Redwood City.

Our mom also had two siblings who attended Our Lady of Mount Carmel School—
Patricia Britschgi Wegner ’51 and Ellie Britschgi Bernstein ’59, as well as five first 
cousins, Joseph Britschgi, Donald Britschgi, Robert Britschgi, Brenton Britschgi, and 
Barbara Decia Britschgi; three second cousins, Susan, Stephen and Mark Britschgi; 
and two third cousins, Spencer and Jake Bristschgi. Mom received all sacraments 
from baptism to marriage at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and all six of us 

children attended Catholic high school.

While we were students at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel School, our parents showed us the value 
of giving back to our parish and school 
community. Dad served as Athletic Director, 
coached basketball, served on the Parent Club 
board and the Men’s Club board, and Mom 
coached the girls basketball team, served as a 
room parent, Girl Scout troop leader, Festival 
Chair, Parents’ Club president, and even taught a 
cooking class as part of an enrichment program. 
It is no wonder that now as Mount Carmel 
parents, we are all involved in the school (and we 
know how to run the Festival with our eyes closed). 

Our mom did so much for the school beyond the 
usual volunteer roles, and her caring and giving 
nature was such a blessing—from helping to sand 
the 2nd grade classroom floor, making and 

The entire Gallagher Clan (almost).  
Not pictured: Jeannie’s son-in-law, Michael 
Sheridan and granddaughter Avery Arnott.  
Photo: Maureen Arnott

Gallagher kids and granchildren 
who attend or graduated from  
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School:

Karen ’78 and Scott Sammons

Todd ’05, Colleen ’09 and Reagan, Grade 8

Kathleen ’79 and Michael Sheridan

Kevin ’81 and Rebecca Gallagher

Mary K ’86 and Tony Musich 

Bella, Grade 5; Charlie, Grade 2; Brady, Grade 2; 
and Aiden, Pre-K 

Colleen ’88 and Mike Langridge 

Olivia, Grade 5; Macklin, Grade 3; Payton, Grade 1; 
and Tillman, Grade 1

Maureen ’90 and Greg Arnott

Jackson, TK, and Avery, future Padre 

By Karen Sammons ’78, Mary K Musich ’86, Colleen Langridge ’88 and Maureen Arnott ’90
Giving Back with the Gallaghers
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delivering lunches daily to students who had forgotten them, 
or offering to help at moment’s notice, our parents were the 
definition of “giving back.” Mom even co-chaired a pasta 
dinner, with special guests Joe Montana and Dwight Clark, in 
the gym as a fundraiser for the athletic department! But, 
volunteering did not stop with our parents; it extended to our 
home and yard, as the Gallagher yard on Grand Street provided 
bicycle parking for students who rode their bikes to school—
long before there was a bike rack located in the yard. On some 
days, there could be as many as 100 bicycles in our yard. 

One of our fondest memories is the year that both parents 
coached 6th grade girls basketball. Mom coached the B team 
and Dad coached the A team. Mom’s team ended up beating 
Dad’s team in a huge upset!

Today, our dad is no longer with us, but our mom still 
volunteers for the school by helping with the Breakfast with 
Santa event every December, the Spring Festival and the 
Butterfly Ball. We are forever grateful to our parents for 
sending us to Our Lady of Mount Carmel School and showing 
us the value of giving back.

Ten of the twenty Gallagher grandchildren currently attend Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel School. Front row: Tillman, Grade 1; Payton, Grade 1; 
Jackson, TK; Aidan, Pre-Kindergarten. Middle row: Macklin, Grade 3; 
Brady, Grade 2; Olivia, Grade 5; and Charlie, Grade 2. Back row: Reagan, 
Grade 8 and Bella, Grade 5.  Photo: Maureen Arnott

All 20 Gallagher grandchildren, left to right: Todd, Colleen, Emily, Kyle, Katie, Hayley, Reagan, Grace, Madison, Bella, Olivia, Macklin, Charlie, Brady, 
Pacey, Payton, Tillman, Jackson, Aidan, and Avery  
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel participated in this year’s 
Academic Decathlon, along with 12 other schools. The OLMC 
team name was “Smart Wars: An OLMC Force Awakens.”

School News

January 31st Open House a Success

Academic Decathlon

Catholic Schools Week Open House was a resounding success 
with about 200 visitors, many of whom came to see the new 
multimedia center, new Transitional Kindergarten classroom 
and the new 3rd grade classroom upstairs. The application 
deadline for the 2016-17 school year was in early February, and 
we expect full Kindergarten and TK classes next year. The 
Open House, held the last Sunday in January each year, is a 
national celebration of Catholic education in the United States.  
At Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, the Open House takes 
place just after the 10:00 a.m. mass. We invite alumni and their 
families to visit us at this fun annual event and provide service 
hours for high school students who want to conduct tours.

National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of 
Catholic education in the United States. The theme for the 
National Catholic Schools Week 2016 was “Catholic Schools: 
Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service.” Schools 
typically observe the annual celebration week with masses, open 
houses and other activities for students, families, parishioners 
and community members. Through these events, schools focus 
on the value Catholic education provides to young people and 
its contributions to our church and our communities.  

Congratulations to 
Genevieve Bencze, 
who placed 3rd in 
math, and Nate 
Valdez, who placed 
3rd in religion.
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Students’ Class Treasure Becomes a 
Redwood City Library Legacy

This school year for the 2015 school auction fundraiser, the 8th grade class of 
2016 created a black and white photo collage of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
School. Bidding was fierce for the beautiful framed artwork. When the dust 
settled, Mrs. Fran Eastman was the highest bidder, purchasing the 8th grade’s 
creation for Ms. JeAnne Reyes, Class of ’96, as a wedding gift.

Mrs. Eastman, who is a board member of the Redwood City Library Foundation, 
approached the school with the idea of having our talented 8th graders do 
another collage, this time of the Redwood City Library’s architectural features. 
Her idea was to produce this new collage in honor of the Redwood City Library’s 
150th anniversary celebration. Consistent with our school’s commitment to 
community outreach, school faculty and students immediately embraced Mrs. 
Eastman’s idea as a way of supporting our local library. 

On Tuesday, February 16, the 8th grade class walked to the library and met with 
Mrs. Eastman and Mr. Derek Wolfgram, Library Director. They learned that the 
main library building is older than our town, and originally began as a fire 
station, built in 1921 then 

converted to a library in 1988. Its architecture 
is typical of Italian Renaissance Revival style 
with a loggia, or covered second story porch 
supported by eight columns. Students were 
then turned loose with their cameras and 
iPhones to capture detailed photographs of the 
historic building’s features, including arches, 
balconies, doorways, historic lighting fixtures 
and plaques. 

Photographs are being assembled and arranged 
and the final framed piece will be an auction 
item at the Redwood City Library’s fundraiser 
event on April 30, 2016. Plans are also in place 
to produce posters of our students’ collage, the 
sale of which will continue to raise money for 
the Redwood City Library Foundation.

Photo collage of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel School prepared by the 8th 
grade.  Photo: Karen Sammons
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ADAM PLUMPTON grew up in 
LaFayette, New York, a small 
town of about 2,000 people, 
south of Syracuse. He studied 
Naval Architecture, essentially 
mechanical engineering 
specific to ship design, at  
the U.S. Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland and 
then Naval Architecture and 

Offshore Engineering at graduate school at UC Berkeley. He 
met his wife, Liana, a medical device consultant, through 
mutual friends in San Francisco while he was in graduate 
school, and they moved to Redwood City in 2001. Adam is a 
Logistics Director at Tesla Motors and held prior logistics 
positions at Hewlett Packard and Cisco prior to joining the 
Tesla team. He and Liana have two children at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel School—Nathan, grade 5 and Lydia, grade 1. 
Adam is an active member of the parish Men’s Club, serves on 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel’s school board and co-managed 
the recently completed Facility Modernization Project.

In Touch: Why did you choose OLMC?

Adam Plumpton: Due to increasing discomfort with the local 
public schools, such as the growing class sizes, shrinking 
resources, etc. prompted us to look at alternatives. In OLMC, 
we found a school that had the environment and academic 
approach that we were looking for, and a morale and faith-
based framework that we liked and is very different than a 
public school. Once we actually started at OLMC, we found 
those things to be true, and a lot more! At school I volunteer 
on the school board and the standard seasonal events 
(Auction, Festival, Men’s Club Crab Feed), but Liana does 
much more on a day-to-day basis as a room parent, library 
volunteer, etc.

IT: What do you love about Our Lady of Mount Carmel School?  

AP: What we didn’t fully appreciate when we entered the 
school was the strong community of families committed to 
their children’s education and moral development, in a 
Catholic framework and tradition. When I describe OLMC to 
folks, I describe the required volunteer hours as an 
opportunity (as compared to a burden) to get to know your 
fellow parents and their children and to build this strong sense 
of community… and friends.

IT: What do you do for Tesla and how long have you been there?  
AP: I’ve been at Tesla for about 3.5 years. My team is responsible for 
logistics within the supply chain and operations team. Basically, 
we get parts from suppliers around the world sequenced into 
our factory in Fremont to support building cars, and we get the 
finished cars distributed to Tesla customers around the world.

IT: Tesla is one of those “cool” Silicon Valley companies to work 

for. Does it live up to its reputation? 
AP: I love the product (it’s hard not to!) and our very sincere 
vision to drive the transformation to sustainable transportation. 
I’ve also loved the opportunity to be part of building a new 
company and team.

IT: How often do you get to interact with Elon Musk? 
AP: Not very often, actually. In my first year at Tesla, I probably 
met with him weekly. Now it’s rare. I chose to take that as a 
sign that there are parts of Tesla (or SpaceX, or Solar City!) 
that he’s more worried about.

IT: What do you think of his other endeavors such as the Hyperloop?  
AP: Elon’s creativity, drive and refusal to let challenges or 
established ‘norms’ stop him is just amazing to me. The 
Hyperloop is a great example of that… and it’s an example of 
his capacity and engagement. He developed that idea during 
some pretty challenging days at SpaceX and Tesla. 

IT: Do you drive a Tesla?  
AP: Not yet… but I’m close!

IT: Do you think electric cars will outsell internal combustion 

engine cars in the next 10 years? 
AP: I do think that 10 years from now, we could definitely see 
as many EV’s sold each year as internal combustion engines. 
IC technology has been in continual development for more 
than 100 years. EV technology (and costs) are improving 
rapidly, and interest and investment in that development is 
very recent. As costs come down and the EV cars continue to 
improve, I think adoption will really start to grow.

IT: How do you spend your free time/family time?

AP: Kid activities tend to drive how we spend ‘free time’! We 
enjoy playing games as a family and the kids love to read. We 
like to travel when we can, and do things outdoors (bike, hike, 
ski, etc.). We also enjoy spending time at our family cabin on a 
secluded lake in the mountains, near Donner Pass.
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Behind The Scenes Of The Facility Modernization Project:

A Conversation With Adam Plumpton

Who managed  
the project?
The project team included Adam 

Plumpton, logistics director; Dan 

Lewin, a structural engineer, father 

to Katie ’06 and Daniel ’06, former 

school board member, project 

manager for the Science Center 

construction project in 2005, and 

husband to Katherine Lewin, Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel School’s 

Enrichment Teacher; Jill Ekas, a 

planning consultant and former 

Planning Manager for the City of 

Redwood City, mother to Jane Ekas, 

Grade 8 and George Ekas ’11; Denise 

Benson, designer, mother to Eva, 

Grade 5 and Dominic, Kindergarten; 

Maureen Arnott ’90, Director of 

Preschool, Pre-K and A Kid’s Place 

and mother to Jackson, TK and 

Avery, future Padre; Lou de Melo, 

Facilities Manager; Peter Bach of 

Bach Construction; Teresa Anthony, 

Principal and Father Ulysses, Pastor.  

In addition to this project team, we 

must also thank all of those who 

volunteered, donated time, materials, 

labor and funds for this project. 

– Teresa Anthony, Principal

Describe the project:
Essentially, we converted a collection of under-utilized spaces often referred 
to as the ‘North Pole’ into a new multimedia center and library with air 
conditioning. This allowed the old library to be repurposed for the 3rd grade 
classroom, which freed up a classroom downstairs to house a re-instated 
TK program (and serve as a library and resource room for grades K-2 when 
TK is not in session). Additionally, we improved the ramp leading to the 
arcade adjacent to the school, and created a brand new ramp and entrance 
to the Parish Center. We selected Peter Bach of Bach Construction after 
evaluating several excellent contracts and were very pleased with Peter and 
his team’s work on the project, and guidance in navigating all the unplanned 
challenges along the way.

How long did the project take?
The actual work was completed during summer break, 2015 (and in the 
end, it took about every last day of the break). Feasibility studies on 
opportunities in the ‘North Pole’ area actually started in the spring of 2014, 
and we spent most of the 2014-2015 school year defining the project scope, 
building out plans, securing bids, and generally getting everything ready for 
actual construction last summer.

Did the project go smoothly?
With a building constructed in 1932, there are always surprises (both cost 
and time!) so it will be helpful to build a bit more buffer into project budgets 
in the future. Also, projects like this that touch multiple constituencies 
within the school and parish require time and effort to coordinate well  
and successfully deliver to the best benefit for all. We are thrilled with the 
results and the new multimedia center has air conditioning, natural lighting 
with a state of the art skylight, and a bird’s eye view of the Large Hall. Who 
would have thought the library would be the most popular room at school? 
And, our students and their parents absolutely love the reading loft in the 
TK classroom, affectionately called “Lou’s Loft.”

How much did the project cost?
The project cost approximately $200,000, including construction, the 
exterior ADA ramps, as well as furnishings throughout the school. The 
project exceeded the original budget due to several surprises we found in 
the building when we got into the job, scope changes we made along the 
way, and upgrading of classroom furnishings. Due to savings we had set 
aside for the project, fundraising, in-kind gifts, volunteers, and generous 
donors, the project was fully funded.
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Easter Vacation  –  March 25–April 3

Confirmation  –  April 8

First Communion  –  April 9

Spring Festival  –  April 29–May 1

Class of 2012 Reunion  –  May 15

Class of 1966 50th Reunion  –  May 28-29

8th Grade Graduation  –  June 3

Last Day of School  –  June 9

Mark Your Calendars
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