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April 7, 2020 
OLMC Update: Day #18 School Closure 
 
Dear Our Lady of Mount Carmel School families, 
 
Thank you all for your understanding when I cancelled the Principal Open House yesterday 
evening.  As you all know it rained much of the weekend and all day yesterday, so at 5pm I 
closed my laptop and headed out for a much needed hike and fresh air.  I reflected on our 
community of educators, students, parents, and friends of Mount Carmel, and I was 
overwhelmingly filled with a spirit of gratitude for this community that I call my 
professional home and more often than not, my home.  None of us asked for the challenges, 
isolation, workload, or fears that now define our daily existence and our uncertain future.  
Ending our Trimester #2, none of us could have imagined that our entire educational 
system would have to transform overnight, forcing faculty to engage entirely new teaching 
methodologies and technologies and for parents to become the face-to-face teachers at 
home.  None of us ever dreamt that Jesus’s suffering that we remember each season of Lent 
and find most poignant during Holy Week would be brought so close to our own lives. 
 
Growth mindset!  The reason I was filled with gratitude yesterday was that my team of 
educators all said: “we can do this!”  Students and parents joined in the chorus and said: 
“we can do this!”  None of us knew exactly what we would do on day #1 of distance learning, 
but not a single person said: “I cannot or we cannot do this.”  We are a community with 
growth mindset, and we are modeling this to our young scholars each and every day.  
Teaching resilience, grit, can-do spirit is probably far more valuable than all the math and 
reading lessons combined!  (Don’t worry…. I’m not tossing the math and reading lessons!) 
 
We are also a community of faith.  The faith that binds the Mount Carmel community is 
tangible right now.  I have so many families offering assistance and other families trusting 
me to ask for assistance.  Our community is hungry for the faith-filled connections that bind 
us as we share in virtual Mass that Fr. Ulysses now offers on ZOOM.  The Mount Carmel 
community trusts the unconditional love that Jesus extends to each one of us, and this faith 
is binding us together despite the isolation and distances. 
 
I am grateful to be a member of the Mount Carmel community.  Thank you! 
 
Holy Week Daily Mass 
We had a little hiccup yesterday with Mass being limited to 100 participants, but we have 
fixed this.  This week in honor of Holy Week, each Homeroom class will attend Mass 
together as a class today or tomorrow.  Please check your Homeroom teacher’s schedule 
for which day your child will attend Mass with their class.  Fr. Ulysses and I invite 
families to join their students for the noon Mass. 
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Please follow Mass protocol to ensure reverence for this sacred experience: 

• Students should wear their school uniform top and sweatshirt to Mass. 
• Student computers should be muted for the entire duration of Mass. 
• All participants should stand or kneel at the appropriate times during the 

Mass. 
 
In addition, Fr. Ulysses will offer Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Saturday 
Mass at noon/12pm.  Easter Sunday Mass will be at 10am in English and 12pm 
in Spanish. 
 
Please join the ZOOM virtual daily Mass at noon/12pm: 
http://olmc.cc 
 
OLMC Stations of the Cross 
On Thursday, April 9th at 8am, we will share a student-led Stations of the Cross prayer 
experience.  Please join: 
https://zoom.us/j/579773733?pwd=TjAzS3lsVlc0WExLZ0xIRXBWUGFJZz09 
 
Academic Awards 
We will announce the Trimester #2 Academic Awards.  Please login to celebrate our 
students’ academic achievements! 
 

Today/Tuesday, April 7th 
8:00am- 1st, 2nd & 3rd grade 
8:30am- 4th & 5th grade 
Join URL: 
https://zoom.us/j/110464861?pwd=L0F6enRKRWF1MVhhUm5XUTB
GRllSdz09 
 
Tomorrow/Wednesday, April 8th  
8:15am- 6th, 7th & 8th grade 
Join URL: 
https://zoom.us/j/336087200?pwd=SXphZHB6ZUpZZDk4aEZCUmV
haXdVUT09 

 
Attendance 
Please submit daily attendance by 10am daily 
• Daily attendance link:  https://forms.gle/t7Jyqde8bgei7wz29 

o Pro Tip: this link is the same every day, so you may bookmark it and use it 
each morning. 

o It is also posted:  http://school.mountcarmel.org/school-closure 
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o If necessary, please call Mrs. McLinden at 650-366-1051 to record your 

child’s attendance. 
 
See you very soon at Academic Awards! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Farrington, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 
 


