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April 3, 2020 
OLMC Update: Day #16 School Closure 
 
Dear Our Lady of Mount Carmel School families, 
 
Great news!  We will have OLMC morning assembly TODAY at 8am!  Please 
log with the link below.  This will be our recurring link for Monday 
assemblies moving forward! 
 
On a more difficult and important note: I am extremely disappointed to say that Faculty, 
the Admin Team, and I have had to spend valuable time on student bad behavior in our 
virtual classrooms.  In the last 3 weeks, our Faculty have worked intensely to create 
virtual classrooms where students can continue their learning and important 
interactions with their teachers and classmates.  We have 302 students using ZOOM for 
distance learning, and it is essential that these virtual classrooms are as safe as they 
would be in “normal” times. 
 
Yesterday, we had the very unfortunate experience of an OLMC student sharing OLMC 
GOOGLE Classroom codes with non-OLMC students.  These non-OLMC students 
entered a virtual classroom with fake names, disrupted it, shouted profanities including 
using the “N” word, and caused mayhem.  The teacher quickly shut down the virtual 
classroom, but the damage had already been done.  
 
The Faculty, Administrative Team, and I have spent untold hours to transform our 
school into a virtual school.  This student’s reckless choice to share classroom codes 
outside of our OLMC community has now caused many educators to spend invaluable 
time to change their virtual classroom protocols and engage revised virtual classroom 
safety expectations and consequences.  While this student may not appreciate the time 
put into creating a virtual school in a very short amount of time, this student created a 
serious problem for the faculty when no one has any time to spare.  This student’s choice 
to share virtual classroom codes was a blatant disrespect of our school value: living 
with integrity.  The student harmed and demonstrated a complete lack of care for 
classmates, teacher, and the team of OLMC educators.   
 
Yesterday we had a virtual OLMC Faculty and Staff meeting.  In our discussions of 
yesterday’s disruption and the safety measures we will add to our protocols to ensure 
virtual classroom safety, the Faculty shared other occurrences of bad student and family 
behavior.  We are updating our OLMC Distance Learning Guide, and I will send out a 
revised version on Sunday. 
 
Here are some behaviors that have occurred in OLMC virtual classrooms, and I need all 
parents to be aware of and to monitor: 
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• Student MUST have their video on, so the teacher can see and monitor the 

students during the classroom. 
• Students MUST NOT be in their bed or in their pajamas during virtual class.  It 

UNACEPTABLE to be improper during virtual classes.. 
• Students MUST have their proper name in their technology device when entering 

a ZOOM virtual classroom. 
• Students MUST NOT change backgrounds, engage in unnecessary text-chatting, 

or use other ZOOM settings that will disrupt the classroom. 
 
In addition, it came to my attention that during a virtual classroom recently, an adult in 
the background used profanity that could be heard by the teacher, and thus it could have 
been heard by the students.   
 
We MUST ALL ensure that our virtual classrooms are safe for all students. 
 
OLMC Morning Assembly 
By popular demand: 
 
We have upgraded to the PRO version, which will allow 500 participants.  (Please see 
video on our Distance Learning webpage: http://school.mountcarmel.org/school-
closure/OLMC-distance-learning.) 
 
Login here for this morning’s assembly at 8am to make up for those who were 
disappointed on Monday. 
 
OLMC Assembly ZOOM ID: 264-358-815 
Join URL: https://zoom.us/j/264358815 
 
This will be a recurring ZOOM event and link for all Monday school day mornings. 
 
April Schedule 
Please note the schedule for the month of April: 
 
• April 2-3:  regular OLMC SchoolHouse at Home schedule 
• April 6-8:  regular OLMC SchoolHouse at Home schedule 
• April 9:  12:50pm early dismissal for Holy Thursday.  Stay tuned for information 

about 12pm/noon OLMC Stations of the Cross led by our 8th grade class. 
• April 10-19:  Easter vacation – rest, relax, get some fresh air, and find peace and 

gratitude in our many blessings! 
• April 20:  OLMC SchoolHouse at Home resumes with a 12:50pm Monday early 

dismissal 



 
301 Grand Street  -  Redwood City, CA  94062  -  650-366-6127 

 
• April 21-22:  regular OLMC SchoolHouse at Home schedule 
• April 23-24:  These had been early dismissal and school holidays to celebrate our 

OLMC Festival.  Given the circumstances, these days will now be regular OLMC 
SchoolHouse at Home schedule – not holidays!  (I may reschedule these to a date in 
May, stay tuned.) 

• April 27-May 1:  regular OLMC SchoolHouse at Home schedule 
 
Keeping our Students Learning 
Please be sure your students’ devices are working properly for their distance learning.  If 
you should find that you need an additional ChromeBook (we have oodles to share!) or 
you need an iPad (we are more limited, but have some to share), please contact Mr. 
Lane (clane@mountcarmel.org) to schedule a time to pick up a proper device for your 
student. 
 
Thank you to parents who let us know when a link is broken or a code is incorrect.  
Thank you for the many suggestions for enhanced learning.  Our Leadership Team and 
Faculty are problem-solving 24/7! 
 
Please see the announcement from Elevate Math Tutoring, offering free tutoring to 
students in need.   
 
Attendance 
Please submit daily attendance by 10am daily 
• Daily attendance link:  https://forms.gle/t7Jyqde8bgei7wz29 

o Pro Tip: this link is the same every day, so you may bookmark it and use it 
each morning. 

o It is also posted:  http://school.mountcarmel.org/school-closure 
o If necessary, please call Mrs. McLinden at 650-366-1051 to record your 

child’s attendance. 
 
Saying “slán leat” to Mrs. DeMartini!  She is leaving on her maternity leave, and her 
baby is due on April 9th.  We ALL wish Mrs. DeMartini all the blessings of a safe delivery 
and a wonderful maternity leave to bond with her new blessing! 
 
 
 
See you very soon at morning assembly! 
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Deborah Farrington, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 
 


