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April 2, 2020 
OLMC Update: Day #15 School Closure 
 
Dear Our Lady of Mount Carmel School families, 
 
I trust that our students are settling into a rhythm and enjoying all the enriching options 
that our faculty have added to our OLMC SchoolHouse at Home!  I’ve heard delightful 
stories and popped into a few ZOOM classes with Español con Señora Mendoza, 
drawing lessons on the ZOOM whiteboard with Mrs. O’Connor, 5th grade America’s Got 
Talent singing with Mrs. Ramirez, heartwarming 8th grade ukulele lessons with Mrs. 
Ramirez and Ms. Lyssand, mindfulness with Ms. Lyssand, 5th grade novel reading with 
Ms. Mendoza, and stay tuned…. FlexZone with Coach Lilika will soon join the rich 
collection of offerings! 
 
Our littlest Padres are using Class Dojo and Seesaw to send video lessons and messages 
back and forth to our Faculty, 3rd-8th grade are effectively using GOOGLE Classrooms to 
organize their distance learning, our Faculty have become experts at ZOOM teaching 
enriching their lessons with virtually connected iPads using Notability to demonstrate 
the visual side of their lessons.  As far as we know, all OLMC students have not only 
access to a technology device, but every individual student has their own device.  I am 
incredibility proud of our team: students, faculty, staff, parents, and even grandparents, 
who have shown their resilience and flexibility to learn new ways of being.   
 
We – the OLMC community – are blessed and we are strong!  This amazing 
community is showing characteristics and skills that no one could have 
imagined…. This will come to an end, and OLMC will be stronger as a result! 
 
OLMC Morning Assembly 
By popular demand: 
 
We had a wonderful experience last Monday with our first OLMC Virtual Morning 
Assembly!  With our free version of ZOOM, we were limited to 100 participants.  We 
have upgraded to the PRO version, which will allow 500 participants.  (Please see video 
on our Distance Learning webpage: http://school.mountcarmel.org/school-
closure/OLMC-distance-learning.) 
 
We will have another morning assembly tomorrow, Friday, April 3rd at 8am to make up 
for those who were disappointed on Monday. 
 
OLMC Assembly ZOOM ID: 264-358-815 
Join URL: https://zoom.us/j/264358815 
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This will be a recurring ZOOM event and link for all Monday school day mornings. 
 
Monday OPEN HOUSE Zoom Nights hosted by Dr. Farrington 
We’ve had two terrific Open House nights, and I believe these are valuable ways for our 
parent community to connect and to open up the conversation about OLMC Distance 
Learning.  So, by popular demand, I will continue to host these Monday Open House 
ZOOM Nights, starting at 5pm and rolling until 7pm.  The next one will be this Monday, 
April 6th, and following on April 20th, and 27th. 
 
Open House ZOOM ID: 658-780-226 
Join URL:  https://zoom.us/j/658780226 
 

Rolling schedule – all are welcome! 

PreSchool – TK – Kinder @ 5:00pm 

1st – 2nd @ 5:30-6:00pm 

3rd – 4th – 5th @ 6:00-6:30pm 

6th – 7th – 8th @ 6:30-7:00pm 

 
April Schedule 
Please note the schedule for the month of April: 
 
• April 2-3:  regular OLMC SchoolHouse at Home schedule 
• April 6-8:  regular OLMC SchoolHouse at Home schedule 
• April 9:  12:50pm early dismissal for Holy Thursday.  Stay tuned for information 

about 12pm/noon OLMC Stations of the Cross led by our 8th grade class. 
• April 10-19:  Easter vacation – rest, relax, get some fresh air, and find peace and 

gratitude in our many blessings! 
• April 20:  OLMC SchoolHouse at Home resumes with a 12:50pm Monday early 

dismissal 
• April 21-22:  regular OLMC SchoolHouse at Home schedule 
• April 23-24:  These had been early dismissal and school holidays to celebrate our 

OLMC Festival.  Given the circumstances, these days will now be regular OLMC 
SchoolHouse at Home schedule – not holidays!  (I may reschedule these to a date in 
May, stay tuned.) 

• April 27-May 1:  regular OLMC SchoolHouse at Home schedule 
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OLMC Distance Learning Guide 
Our OLMC Distance Learning Guide is an important communication that is our anchor 
of consistency and communication.  I am proud that we were amongst the first school in 
the Bay Area to offer such a guide.  Now that we are in Phase #3 Let’s Enrich This!, the 
Guide has a schedule for all 11 grade levels, including most of our enrichment classes, 
ZOOM codes, and Pro Tips for Digital Students.  Note that this Guide is ever-changing if 
we find an error or conflict.  Please refer to the Guide posted on our webpage for the 
latest, most accurate version, which is now dated 4-1-2020:  
http://school.mountcarmel.org/school-closure/OLMC-distance-learning 
 
I am proud to say that we have worked out the complex schedule magic to ensure that 
there are no conflicts for grade-level students or teachers, and that our core subjects, as 
well as our many enrichment classes, are flourishing. 
 
Please know that OLMC Faculty are in compliance with COPPA, CCPA, and FERPA 
safeguards that ZOOM has implemented and settings that are recommended for safety. 
 
OLMC Financial Assistance 
I am very proud of the robust financial assistance that OLMC has historically offered.  
Funding comes from three independent sources: The BASIC Fund, the Archdiocese of 
San Francisco, and OLMC.  I am specifically proud of the advancements I made last 
Spring when more applicants than ever applied with accuracy, completeness and met 
third party deadlines.  These practices enabled our families to receive more funding 
from outside sources than ever before, thus facilitating families’ ability to finance their 
child’s Catholic OLMC education.  Additionally, I created an OLMC Financial Assistance 
Policy that is data-driven for transparency and a Committee to make decisions based on 
“blind” fairness across the many family circumstances.  All this information is on our 
website: http://school.mountcarmel.org/admissions/tuition-assistance 
 
The ravages and risks of COVID-19 and county and state mandated shelter-in-place 
orders have created a financial landscape that is unprecedented in our American and 
global history.  We are only beginning to understand the financial impact that this will 
have on families, businesses, and our larger economy.  I encourage all who might need 
assistance to afford OLMC education for 2020-2021 to please submit an application to 
TADS by the April 15th deadline.  Also, if you are at all close to the financial 
requirements for The BASIC Fund, please complete an application and you will be 
placed on their wait list.  All information and links can be found on our Tuition 
Assistance webpage. 
 
Enrollment for 2020-2021 
If you have not completed your Enrollment packet for 2020-2021, we would love to 
receive that at your earliest convenience.  As announced, but is worth repeating, if you 
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would like your Enrolment Fee spread out or held for later payment, we can 
accommodate parent requests.  Please contact me at enrollment@mountcarmel.org and 
I can make arrangements per your financial needs. 
 
Keeping our Students Learning 
Please be sure your students’ devices are working properly for their distance learning.  If 
you should find that you need an additional ChromeBook (we have oodles to share!) or 
you need an iPad (we are more limited, but have some to share), please contact Mr. 
Lane (clane@mountcarmel.org) to schedule a time to pick up a proper device for your 
student. 
 
Thank you to parents who let us know when a link is broken or a code is incorrect.  
Thank you for the many suggestions for enhanced learning.  Our Leadership Team and 
Faculty are problem-solving 24/7! 
 
Please see the announcement from Elevate Math Tutoring, offering free tutoring to 
students in need.   
 
Attendance 
Please submit daily attendance by 10am daily 
• Daily attendance link:  https://forms.gle/t7Jyqde8bgei7wz29 

o Pro Tip: this link is the same every day, so you may bookmark it and use it 
each morning. 

o It is also posted:  http://school.mountcarmel.org/school-closure 
o If necessary, please call Mrs. McLinden at 650-366-1051 to record your 

child’s attendance. 
 
Gratitude 
I want to extend my deepest gratitude to all of you who have sent kind notes of support, 
encouragement, and delightful stories highlighting your children’s learning experiences 
at home.  I also appreciate your honest feedback and constructive analysis of what needs 
adjustment.  Both positives and constructive input are needed to ensure that my team of 
OLMC educators can offer the best learning experience possible – given our 
unprecedented and historic place in world history that we now find ourselves in.  Thank 
you!  Please know that I have not been able to respond to all of your notes, but I do read 
every one and I am acting upon many in this ever-changing shelter-in-place world.  
Thank you from me, from my OLMC Team, and thank you from my family. 
 
Thank you for your valued PPE donations for our beloved First Responders! 
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Deborah Farrington, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 
 


