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March 24, 2020 
OLMC Update: Day #8 School Closure 
 
Dear Our Lady of Mount Carmel School families, 
 
ZOOM! ZOOM! ZOOM!  Yesterday was all about ZOOM conferences!  Our littlest TK 
students spent time learning with Ms. Thomas; Kinders shared their projects with Mrs. 
Malaspina; 3rd-4th-5th graders switched to ZOOM direct instruction meetings (teachers 
appreciated the mute-all button! hahaha!), and 6th-7th-8th graders continued to show 
their proficiency using technology!  Ms. Carlisle mastered Notability on her iPad to 
create a SuperKids lesson where students all learned the “ar” phonemic blend; Mrs. 
Scherba established a “blended” system of technology via FACTS Family Portal and 
drop-off/pick-up on the OLMC Arcade; and Mrs. Arnott and Mrs. Sammons continue to 
engage the PreSchoolers with take-home science experiments.   
 
We ended the day with a terrific ZOOM Open House, starting with TK at 5pm and 
rolling every 20 minutes into a new grade level through 3rd grade!  It was FANTASTIC to 
connect with so many parents and have a few students pop into the ZOOM meeting as 
well!  (We even caught Tony U and Carl L in their unexpected kitchen walk-by!  
hahaha!)  Please join us tonight at 5pm when we begin with the 4th grade and continue 
each 20 minutes with a new grade, finishing with our 8th graders. 
 
Join the ZOOM Open House each night at anytime: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8584554277 
Meeting ID: 858-455-4277 
 
OLMC Distance Learning Guide 
The OLMC Distance Guide is an important resource   
for all families.   
 
Please have it handy or bookmark the webpage: 
http://school.mountcarmel.org/school-
closure/OLMC-distance-learning 
 
Attendance 
Please continue to submit daily attendance by 10am daily.  If it’s easier for you, please call 
Mrs. McLinden at 650-366-1051 to record your child’s attendance. 
Daily attendance link:  https://forms.gle/t7Jyqde8bgei7wz29 
It is also posted:  http://school.mountcarmel.org/school-closure 
 

Tuesday 

4th @ 5:00pm 

5th @ 5:20pm 

6th @ 5:40pm 

7th @ 6:00pm 

8th @ 6:20pm 
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Pick-up and Drop-off System 
Several teachers want to deliver books, worksheets, and manipulatives to their students, 
and they want to collect completed work.  When we left school on March 11th, we 
thought this would be a 2-week closing.  Now that school is closed until April 7th, we 
want to get the new SuperKids book, or the new Math book to you. 
 
Yesterday we put tables out on the Arcade for distribution pick-up and drop-off items.  
We put out 2 bins for 1st graders and 2 file boxes for 2nd graders.  Please follow your 
teachers’ instructions to know if you have schoolwork or textbooks to pick-up/drop-off. 
 
We certainly want everyone to remain safe using this system, so please: 

• If someone is at the Arcade table collecting their items, please stay back on the 
blacktop to keep a safe distance. 

• Be sure to wash your hands when you return home. 
• Feel free to wipe the surfaces with a light swipe of an alcohol-based solution. 
• Contact your teacher if you are unable to pick-up/drop-off. 

 
Yard Safety 
It was brought to my attention that families are coming to the yard to play.  This is 
GREAT!  It is important to have healthy practices of fresh air and exercise.  Please be 
advised that it is best to stay OFF the play structures.  Hard surfaces may pose a risk of 
contamination, so it is best to avoid having your children’s hands on these hard surfaces.  
We are not in a position to be cleaning the play structures or picnic tables. 
 
Efficient and Effective 
OLMC Faculty will standardize our systems to promote effective and efficient 
communication and delivery of instruction.  Our purpose is to minimize the logistical 
side of distance learning, so that we can maximize our students’ learning. 
 

• FACTS Family Portal: every parent should log into FACTS to find their child’s 
Lesson Plans for the day.  This will be our standard system, reducing the email 
flow that has created some confusion. 

 
I heard positive feedback that having all the information in one place for each 
class is helpful and reduces the email flow and confusion.  Good news! 
 

• GOOGLE Classroom: every parent should log into their child’s GOOGLE 
Classroom account to see their different GOOGLE Classes.  (GOOGLE does not 
allow a parent login separate from the student, so parents should access their 
child’s account via their child’s username & password.) 
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Pro tip #1!  There are LOTS of helpful videos on how to effectively use GOOGLE 
Classroom.  Ms. Thayer shared this one on how to SUBMIT an assignment:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RviOZWITOns  When students submit 
properly, their GOOGLE Classroom notes it as “turned in”, so their “to-do” list 
becomes shorter! 
 
Pro tip #2!  Be sure to check out the “pancake” on the top left of the GOOGLE 
Classroom screen.  You will find a list of all classes, a coordinated calendar of all 
class assignments, a to-do list with to-do and done categories. 

 
• ZOOM: every parent should establish a free account using ZOOM, which can be 

assessed via most laptops, tablets, and smart phones.  Your OLMC Faculty are 
standing by to teach and interact with your child! 

 
Zoom has been an amazing tool to connect our community! 

 
Caregivers and Grandparents 
I am sending my morning announcements to those listed as grandparents and friends of 
students.  If you would like to ADD a grandparent or caregiver's name to our email 
distribution list, please just email info@mountcarmel.org.  We want everyone to be 
informed and in our circle of OLMC love! 
 
We are all in this together! 
¡Estamos todos juntos en esto! 
 
We will be a stronger community following this! 
¡Seremos una comunidad más fuerte después de esto! 
 
in solidarity, 
 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Farrington, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 
 


