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March 20, 2020 
OLMC Update: School Holiday! 
 
Dear Our Lady of Mount Carmel School families, 
 
Wow!  All I can say is Wow!  Wow!  Wow!  I am extraordinarily blessed 
with an AMAZING Faculty and Staff team of educators! 
 
Yesterday afternoon, Jen Bruzzone, Assistant Principal, led our first virtual ZOOM all 
Faculty and Staff meeting from 1-3pm and then grade-level meetings from 3-4pm.  We 
had 32 dedicated Faculty and Staff on our ZOOM meeting!  (I wish I had taken a photo 
of my computer screen with the grid of OLMC educators’ faces!) 
 
I am completely blown away by the dedication and professionalism of my OLMC Team!  
We spent 95% of the time working diligently through the challenges of distance learning 
– especially for youth – and creatively developing thoughtful solutions, and then we 
spent 5% of that time laughing and sharing with each other.  It is so obvious that we all 
miss each other, and more importantly, we miss your children: our students! 
 
OLMC Guide to Distance Learning 
Stay tuned for an OLMC Guide to Distance Learning, which I will send out on Sunday 
afternoon.  This OLMC Guide will communicate our commitment to efficient and 
effective methods to teach your children using best practices for distance learning.  The 
OLMC Guide will present our plan for continuity of quality instruction with grade-level 
strategies and streamlined use of technology for simplified delivery of vital curriculum, 
communication, and direct instruction. 
 
OLMC educators – as well as every family – turned on a dime last Wednesday when the 
ASF DCS announced that we would close schools for two weeks.  We have listened to 
parent feedback and worked as a team of educators.  The OLMC Guide will incorporate 
all this feedback into a distance learning plan for the long haul, especially in light of the 
San Mateo Order to shelter-in-place and now Governor Newsom’s all-California stay-
at-home order. 
 
School Closure 
On March 16th, San Mateo County Health, along with other counties, announced a 
shelter-in -place order that stays in effect until April 7th.  Superintendent Lyons 
confirmed yesterday afternoon that all schools in the Archdiocese of San Francisco will 
honor San Mateo’s shelter-in -place order. 
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Therefore, as of today, our school closure remains in effect until Tuesday, April 7, 2020. 
 
OLMC Tuition 
I understand that many of you are concerned about OLMC tuition.  As we transition 
from campus-based learning, OLMC Faculty and Staff continue to work daily to ensure 
that our students are receiving quality instruction.  As a ministry providing not only 
education – but Catholic education – we are still teaching and the students are still 
learning! 
 
OLMC, as a parish school, operates our own budget, and families support this ministry 
of Catholic education through tuition, fees, and donations.  OLMC is honoring our 
commitment to educate your children and our commitment to compensate our valued 
Faculty and Staff.  Thus, tuition will continue to be applied during this stay-at-home 
order. 
 
Financial Hardship 
I fully understand that many families will now find themselves in serious financial 
hardship.  I have already heard from a few families who were struggling to send their 
children to OLMC before this crisis, and who now find themselves in financial crisis.  I 
have also received heart-warming offers from parents who want to deliver food and 
assist struggling families.  I know the silver lining in all of this will be that we will be a 
stronger, more united OLMC community as a result of COVID-19. 
 
If you are facing financial hardship: 

• Please send me specific requests to info@mountcarmel.org, so I may try to 
connect you to a helpful resource. 

• Please apply to TADS.  While the IRS has extended the filing deadline, the 
Archdiocese will maintain its April 15th deadline.  This will allow the ASF DCS 
and OLMC to make financial assistance offers by early May, so that families can 
make important decisions about the 2020-2021 academic year. 

• If you think you might now qualify for assistance from The BAASIC Fund, please 
submit an application.  Their March 18th deadline is past; however, The BASIC 
Fund offers scholarships on a first come, first serve basis, and getting your 
application in sooner than later is best. 

• Please view the OLMC Tuition Assistance page for more information: 
http://school.mountcarmel.org/admissions/tuition-assistance 

 
If you are in a position to help: 

• Please send me specific offers to info@mountcarmel.org, so I may try to connect 
you to families in need. 
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OLMC Website 
Please continue to find important information and distance learning ideas at our OLMC 
School Closure webpage: http://school.mountcarmel.org/school-closure 
 
I am blessed with a team of translators, especially Señora Mendoza, who are translating 
most of my communications into Spanish.  These are posted on the website as well.  
Muchisimas gracias a todo! 
 
Rosary & Stations of the Cross 
Some of you may have joined Pope Francis yesterday in his worldwide invitation to say 
the rosary.  This is a perfect time to teach your children about the spiritual power of Our 
Blessed Mary’s invitation to pray the rosary.  This can become a wonderful family ritual 
that all families can engage in and benefit from. 
 
During Lent, Catholics have a beautiful tradition to walk and pray the Stations of the 
Cross.  At OLMC, we shared this tradition on Friday afternoons.  Fortunately, we had 
the opportunity to have two Fridays when we prayed the Stations together in our lovely 
OLMC Church.  I am attaching the script that we use at OLMC, which was written by Fr. 
Ulysses to be appealing and relevant to our youth. 
 
I suggest that you go on a family walk and pray the Stations.  You may take a crucifix 
from home, have the script on your smart phone, and you can enjoy both a walk in your 
neighborhood and the opportunity to pray the Stations as a family.  After all, the 
Stations represent Jesus’s Passion walk to his crucifixion, so walking the Stations 
outdoors is a beautiful way to engage in this Catholic tradition.  Enjoy this moment 
together as we do have so much to be grateful for. 
 
We are all in this together! 
¡Estamos todos juntos en esto! 
 
We will be a stronger community following this! 
¡Seremos una comunidad más fuerte después de esto! 
 
Praying that you all can rest, relax, and pray together, 
 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Farrington, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 


