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March 13, 2020 
Update: Day #2 School Closure 
 
Dear Our Lady of Mount Carmel School families, 
 
The news continues to reinforce that we are certainly in uncertain times and yet it is 
becoming more certain that drastic measures like closing school are the right decisions 
to prioritize the safety of our most vulnerable populations: the elderly, medically frail, 
and the impoverished who lack most public health safeguards. 
 
I heard from many parents and saw many others who came by school to borrow a 
ChromeBook or iPad. The overarching theme was that we are “all in this together”, and 
we need to work as a team. The skeleton crew at OLMC yesterday – Mrs. Mock, Mrs. 
McLinden, Mr. Lane and I – worked as a core team to support the teachers who were 
delivering virtual curriculum and the parents and caregivers who were delivering and 
supervising that curriculum. I appreciated the effort that went into many detailed 
communications that each Homeroom teacher sent out, the GOOGLE Hangout 
meetings to connect and clarify with students, and the creative efforts like sending good 
morning and story time videos with a faculty members featuring their beloved pups at 
home. 
 
Welcome to your 2nd day of “distance learning”.   
 
The Facility is safe 
You can count on the core team being at school during school hours if you should need 
something from us. 
 
Attendance 
This process went very well. Please have one parent complete this each day for your 
family.  Please submit this quick form by 10am daily.  Mary McLinden will oversee 
attendance, and will follow-up with a phone call after 10am if she hasn’t heard from a 
family.   
 
Daily attendance link:  https://forms.gle/t7Jyqde8bgei7wz29 
 
ChromeBooks or iPads 
Many parents realized that they need their laptop at home and that sharing is an extra 
challenge, so they need an extra device for their child(ren).  We are blessed to have 
plenty of ChromeBooks and iPads for the younger students to lend out. 
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Please contact me if you would like to borrow a ChromeBook or iPad (for 
TK/Kinder).  Mr. Lane and I will be at to school each day, so we can make arrangements 
to have parents pick-up the device. 
 
Please note:  Since your child will be working on their device outside our protective 
OLMC firewall, you DO need to monitor your child’s Internet usage.  You will want to 
ensure that they stay on the appropriate websites, and NOT go to websites inappropriate 
for children.  This is the reality of the Internet. 
 
Return to School Date Correction 
Unfortunately, I made a mistake on my original letter and parent newsletter yesterday.  
School will be closed March 12-March 25.   
 
We plan to re-open school on Thursday, March 26th. 
 
Communication 
Please read your email and view the FACTS portal regularly.  Please see the OLMC 
COVID-19 Update webpage where communications and other important documents are 
posted: http://school.mountcarmel.org/about-olmc/covid-19-updates 
 
Please check your spam folders for communications, and please add faculty names to 
your digital address book to ensure that important emails do NOT get lost in your spam 
folder. 
 
Faculty shared their specific office hours and other times/ways to connect. 
 
We will use 2 formats for video classes/conferencing: 

ZOOM (https://zoom.us) 
For the downstairs classes (TK-2nd grade) the communication will be primarily 
with the parent.  Faculty will use ZOOM video conference for appointments and 
virtual class gatherings.  Faculty will send out meeting appointments, and all 
parents, no matter what email/technology they use, should be able to connect via 
ZOOM. 
 
GOOGLE HANGOUTS 
Because our 3rd-8th grade students all have a g-mail accounts and OLMC is a 
GOOGLE Classroom School, it is easiest for our upstairs classes (3rd-8th) to use 
GOOGLE HANGOUTS to have video classes and appointments.  Faculty will 
communicate with their students via the GOOGLE Classroom. 
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Teamwork 
I received many kind, thoughtful, constructive, and respectful notes in the last 24 hours.  
It is really heartening!  We are in this together!  Thank you to the parents and caregivers 
who are now on the front lines of this new, massive home-schooling experience.  Please 
know that the team of OLMC educators are working to make this a valuable learning 
time for your children.  We are meeting today to share best practices and learned 
mistakes that can use some improvement.  Everyday this should get better! 
 
A few notes from parents: 
 

• Everyone’s good  health is such an important component for optimal learning 
experiences. I think you have reached a very wise decision in this regard and I 
appreciate your efforts. God bless you, I hope you, all our teachers, staff and 
families remain healthy! 

 
• I teared up reading your words on privilege and teamwork. I am deeply 

concerned about waged workers in light of this massive change to society. They 
will be most impacted as lower sales (restaurants, retail, travel) will result in 
layoffs. Unemployment will rise. Empathy for the sick and the less privileged is 
paramount. Thank you for reminding us to be grateful for what we have and 
extend empathy and help to those who need it. 

 
• And the fact that you have enough hardware and are allowing parents to borrow 

is just awesome. This is challenging for all sides, but it is clear that OLMC fully 
supports the parents as well as the faculty and staff during this difficult time. 
Wow...it's all I can say after reading your email. Stay healthy! 

 
• I worry about those who are in need. Happy to help and drop off food if needed.  I 

am happy to drop groceries anywhere or leave at the church. 
 

• Just wanted to say how much I appreciate your communications. It provides 
reassurance & a calming presence that’s empowering & informative. 

 
• I personally think this is a life lesson for them to work independently and manage 

their time. My daughter was up at 7:30 and taking seriously. 
 

• I am just amazed at how seamlessly this is working so far. I am dealing with 
remote working issues with cross functional teams of adults at work and we are 
having more challenges than you are having with 1- and 11 years olds! 
 

• We’re all ready! 
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We can choose to make this a good experience for us as an OLMC Community! 
 
With deep gratitude in my heart,  
 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Farrington, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 
 


