
Incoming 5th Grade Summer Reading  
Over the summer, incoming fifth graders must read one book, and complete the 

following assignments on the book. 

 

  

I. READ THIS REALISTIC FICTION BOOK & TAKE NOTES:   

1. Read Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 

This book is available electronically, from the public library and local bookstores; audio 

versions are also available. If you choose to listen to the book, you must read along as you 

listen.  On the first day of school, all 5th
 graders must submit the following notes: 

  

2. Character Descriptions 

Your character description list should include all main characters in the book. Under each 

character, write no more than two external and two internal description of the character. 

External descriptions are descriptions of the character’s physical features such as tall, 

brunette, red hair; attributes you can see from the outside. Internal character 

descriptions are character traits that are not seen from the outside and are words that 

describe a person on the inside, such as fearless, diligent, talented, or studious. For each 

internal characteristic you are to give evidence to support this trait and include page 

numbers (1 piece of evidence per trait).  

  

3. Chapter Main Ideas  

After you read each chapter, create a main idea for that chapter. A main idea is what the 

text is mostly about. A main idea is a complete thought written in ONE complete sentence, 

it is more condensed than a summary. For example, the main idea for the beginning of 

Beauty and the Beast is: Belle is a smart girl who loves reading books, takes care of her 

father and is hopeful for the future. For each main idea, include TWO supporting details. 

Supporting details, or key points, support and provide evidence for the main idea. Two 

supporting details for the Beauty and the Beast main idea are: 1. Belle was always carrying 

around books 2. Belle took her father’s place in the castle. Supporting details can be direct 

quotes or summarized events.  

 

During the first week of school, you will complete a quiz on your book and be able to use 

these notes. Also, we will use this book as our first reading assignment, so notes will be 

imperative for class discussions and projects.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



Incoming 5th Grade Summer Reading  
II. QUIZ 

  

1. Be prepared to take a quiz on your book at school 

As you read, think about why the author wrote the book, its main messages and ideas. Be 

prepared to describe the characters and the challenges they face, and how they change 

throughout the story. Be able to describe what happens in the beginning, middle and end 

of the story. During the first week of school you will complete a quiz on your book . 

  

  

NOTE to PARENTS: Summer reading assignments are NOT OPTIONAL and will be a 

large part of your child’s first quarter Language Arts grade. These instructions are 

also posted on the 5th grade class homepage at http://www.mountcarmel.org 

  

  

Character Description Example: 

(your paper should look like this) 

  

Character Name___________________ 

  

How is the character related to Melody ____________________ 

  

  

External characteristics 

* 

* 

  

  

Internal Characteristics -with evidence to support your claim 

Ex: 

*boastful – bragging about her new car to her friends (pg.7) 

* 

* 
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