
 
 

Trimesters - 2019-2020 
 

Starting this year, OLMC will be scheduled on a trimester system.  This year, several 
schools in the Archdiocese of San Francisco piloted the trimester system, and all had 
positive reviews of their experience.  By organizing the school year into trimesters, we 
will focus more on learning and less on grading.  Trimesters allow for more time at the 
beginning of the school year to build classroom community and routines before the first 
grading period. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
Q. What are trimesters?  
A. Trimesters divide the school year into three 60-day terms, each about 12-13 weeks 

long. Previously, the school year was divided into quarters, each about 9-10 weeks in 
length.  The following includes trimester dates for 2019-2020, along with report 
cards schedules:  

 
1st Trimester: August 21 – November 18 

  October 15 mid-trimester progress reports 
  November 25 report cards sent home 

2nd Trimester: November 19 – February 28 
  January 15 mid-trimester progress reports 
  March 6 report cards sent home 

3rd Trimester:  March 2 - June 4 
  April 21 mid-trimester progress reports 
  June 4 report cards sent home 

 
Q. Why are elementary schools moving to trimesters?  
A. Moving to trimesters increases time for teaching and learning between reporting 

periods.  In a trimester plan, there would be twelve weeks of instruction rather than 
nine.  This increased time for teaching and learning facilitates higher levels of 
student growth and mastery. 

 
Q. What other districts use a trimester schedule?  
A. Archdiocesan schools in Marin, San Francisco, and San Mateo counties have 

successfully transitioned to trimesters.  Other California dioceses have also moved to 
trimesters.  These districts have found that in a trimester plan, the emphasis shifts 
from grading and testing to a greater focus on student learning. 



 
Q. Will trimesters mean less communication from my child’s teacher?  
A. No.  Although there would be one fewer formal report card distribution, 

communication would remain frequent.  Technology enables teachers and parents to 
communicate quickly and easily in a wide variety of ways: email, class website, blogs, 
classroom newsletters, and text alerts.  Parents are encouraged to contact their 
child’s teacher at any time for information about their child’s progress. 

 
In addition, we will continue providing progress reports mid-trimester for our 
students and the Renaissance STAR assessment will continue to be administered 
four times a year. 

 
Q. Will the parent-teacher conferences change?  
A. Yes.  Parent-Teacher Conferences will continue to be scheduled in the fall; however, 

they are scheduled for October 7-19, 2019, rather than in November.  Conferences 
are intended for the teacher and parents/guardians to discuss student successes, 
areas of growth, and set goals for their student before the trimester ends in 
November.  The teacher can also update you on how your child is acclimating to the 
new school year and on grade expectations.  At the fall conferences, 
parents/guardians and teachers will work to establish a strong foundation for a 
successful year in school.  

 
Conferences may also be scheduled at any point in the school year upon request.  We 
are committed to maintaining high levels of accessibility and ongoing 
communication.  

 
Q. Will the report card remain the same?  
A. Yes.  We will use the current Archdiocese of san Francisco report card for the 2019-

2020 school year.  
 
Q. Are the high schools moving to trimesters?  
A. No.  High schools will remain on a semester schedule with report cards issued every 

quarter.  High schools are fully aware of our transition to trimesters and understand 
that high school application transcripts will include trimester grades versus quarter 
grades.  More information will be given to eighth grade families for navigating the 
application process. 


