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Kimberly Carlisle grew up in Portola Valley. She is a triplet and one of six kids. 
Growing up she played competitive tennis and played varsity tennis at Woodside Priory 
High School.  
 
Kimberly majored in English Literature and earned a Master’s in elementary education 
from the University of Virginia. While at UVA, Kimberly studied literature at Oxford 
University and student taught kindergarten in Belfast, Northern Ireland.  As a student at 
UVA, Kimberly enjoyed volunteering for adaptive ski, where she skied with children who 
have disabilities. She also taught tennis to children and adults through the tennis 
department and edited for her college newspaper. Kimberly’s hobbies include playing 
tennis, running, hiking, skiing, reading, and writing.  
 
Kimberly has taught second grade at St. Raymond School in Menlo Park for three years. 
She enjoyed coaching the Girls on the Run team at St. Raymond, leading the yearbook 
club, and coaching the literature Academic Decathlon team. Kimberly loves teaching, 
and she is thrilled to be joining the Our Lady of Mount Carmel community as the new 
First Grade Homeroom teacher. 
 
              
 
Maria Precissi grew up in a small farming town in the San Joaquin Valley. She has a 
large Italian family whom she loves spending time with.  
 
Maria attended Notre Dame de Namur University for undergraduate studies. There, she 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Liberal Studies and Psychology. After college, Maria 
continued her graduate education at The University of the Pacific in Stockton, where she 
earned a California Clear Multiple Subject Teaching Credential.  
 
Maria began her teaching career in 2005. For the past eight years, Maria has taught fifth 
grade at Saint Raymond Catholic School in Menlo Park. While there, Maria has acted as 
the student council faculty advisor. Outside of school, Maria enjoys exercising, cooking, 
travel, and supporting Bay Area sports (Go Giants!). She is the owner of a custom 
organizing company called Orderly Spaces.  Maria is delighted to join the Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel community as the new Sixth Grade Homeroom teacher. 
 
              
 
 
 
 



 
              
 
Ivana Diaz has a Bachelor’s Degree in Communications Media from John Paul the 
Great Catholic University and is currently acquiring her California Teaching Credential 
and Master’s Degree in Education from Notre Dame De Namur University.  
 
This year, in her first year working at Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, Ivana 
contributed to the Mount Carmel in many capacities.  Ivana taught 4th and 5th grade 
Religion, created and led the new Mount Carmel school choir, was an Instructional Aide 
in the TK classroom, and supervised afterschool care at A Kid’s Place. Ivana is 
passionate about artistic expression, especially through music, dance, and performance.  
Ivana will return to the Our Lady of Mount Carmel community as a full-time faculty as 
the new Music teacher and Campus Minister.  Ivana will teach music to TK-8th grade, 
teach 4th grade Religion, expand the school choir, and enrich and guide prayer and 
worship for the school community. 
 
              
 
 
 


