
1. What is a Sister Parish? 
Sister Parishes are created between two Catholic parishes to form a relationship of 
solidarity in order to spiritually and materially assist each other. Our relationship 
with our Sister Parish, St. Francis Xavier, began in May of 2009 and was inspired by 
the Church’s work to end extreme global poverty. We chose a small village of 5,000 
in Kiraeni, Tanzania. Our associate pastor at the time, Fr. Paulinus Mangesho, grew 
up in this village. It is essential that in forming a Sister Parish, a relationship of 
trust and respect can be established, and Fr. Paulinus allowed us the ability to 
create this kind of mutually beneficial relationship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why Tanzania? 
Tanzania, a small country located in Eastern Africa at the base of Mount 
Kilimanjaro, is considered one of the poorest nations in the world. The small village 
where St. Francis Xavier Parish is located is in a drought-ridden area. 96% of the 
villagers are Catholic, all are poor. Most families get by on less than one dollar per 
day. About 60% of Tanzanians are Christian, the majority Catholic 
 

3. Who is Father. Paulinus? 
Fr. Paulinus is a missionary priest and a member of the Order of 
the Apostolic Life of Priests. He was stationed at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish for 6 years.  Fr. Paulinus is currently the 
Administrator of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Portland Oregon.   
 

4. St. Francis Xavier Parish - location 
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Kiraeni, Tanzania is situated in 
East Africa and sits about a mile from the base of Mount Kilimanjaro and shares a 
border with Kenya. 
 

Church seats 1000 individuals and will allow harvesting 
of the water to be stored in the cistern nearby 

Fr. Paulinus Mangesho 



5. St. Francis Xavier Parish – environmental needs 
The location of the village sits within a micro-climate that has experienced a 
prolonged drought. Due to the loss of the ice cap on the mountain, the rivers that 
once flowed through and around the village are dry. Infrequent rainfall in an 
environment of red clay soil often results in a loss of family crops. When we began 
our journey with St. Francis Xavier Parish, the major issue facing the village was 
access to clean, safe water. Often people, especially children and women, travel 
many miles to collect and transport water home for cooking and drinking.   
 

6. Who visited? 
Small groups of parishioners have visited the village over the years including Mrs. 
Torres, former 3rd grade teacher, and daughter Jackie, class of 1987, as well as 
Lucinda Dei Rossi, former School Board President and mom of Drew, 2012 and 
Maddie, 2015. They learned that the main priority was to assist in the completion of 
the construction of a long-planned Church. The Church had been begun eleven years 
prior to our relationship and merely had the four walls standing. The completion of 
the Church would meet the spiritual needs of the community while allowing the roof 
to collect drinking water. The church was completed, downspouts installed, and a 
location for an underground cistern identified.  
 

7. Ongoing impact of our Sister Parish relationship 
Throughout the years, Our Lady of Mount Carmel School has raised funds through 
Lenten drives to complete the church roof, purchase pews, and seal the floors. In 
recent years, the efforts have been focused on collecting monies to build an 
underground cistern fed by the downspouts of the Church.  
 

8. Status? 
Father Paulinus traveled to Tanzania this January to deliver the $13,000 raised by 
the school and parish. The cistern is under construction and relies on another $6,000 
for completion. The plan is to raise this money over this Lenten season to be taken to 
Tanzania in June by Mrs. Dei Rossi and her daughter Maddie.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Young girl carrying water home for cooking  Current status of Cistern, final size will be 
9M in diameter and 7M deep 


