
 
 

St. Rose Catholic School Mission Statement 
 

Saint Rose Catholic School partners with parents to provide a high-quality Catholic education with 
academic excellence in a faith-filled community for children in preschool through eighth grade.  

 
Lenten Prayer for Transformation 

Loving Father, 
I invite you into my life today  

and make myself available to you. 
Help me to become the-best-version-of-myself  

by seeking your will and  
becoming a living example of your love in the world. 

Open my heart to the areas of my life that need to change in order for me to carry out the mission and  
experience the joy you have imagined for my life. 

Inspire me to live the Catholic faith in ways 
 that are dynamic and engaging. 

Show me how to best get involved in the life of my parish. Make our community hungry for best practices 
and  

continuous learning. 
Give me courage when I am afraid,  

hope when I a discouraged, and clarity in times of decision. 
Teach me to enjoy uncertainty and lead your Church  

to become all you imagined it would be for the people of 
 our times. 

 
Amen 

 



Message from the Principal 
  

I want to thank all of you again that took time out of your busy lives to participate in the St. Rose 
Catholic School Parent Satisfaction Survey.  The data and information gathered from this survey will help 
to inform instruction, policy, and education moving forward this year and into future years.  The 
quantitative data results (just numbers, no markers or identifiers) from the survey are presented in an 
additional attachment to go out with this newsletter.  

I recently spent four days at another Catholic school in our Diocese for their accreditation.  While 
I enjoyed my time at that school and getting to know the staff, students, and families, I must say that I am 
confident that there is something special about our St. Rose community that is not as evident at other 
schools.  This school indeed is a special place.  I want to thank you as parents for helping to make this 
school such a positive place and a home away from home for many members of our community.  This 
community is the reason why I have stayed at St. Rose Catholic School and dedicated 22 years of my 
career to the school.  When I have visitors to the campus or prospective families come in to interview they 
often come away with a sense of family and community that you don’t see in other schools.  

 
 
 

We are now past the halfway point of the school year.  I hope that this year has been a positive 
experience for your children.  Please don’t hesitate to come into the office or schedule an appointment 
with me if you have any questions or would like to talk.  I believe in open communication and have an 
open door policy.  

 
“St. Rose is a special place because you learn a lot of things.  I have very nice friends here, 

and I love going to school.  My favorite subject is writing!” 

 

- Olivia Reimer, 4th grade 

 

 

 



For Your Information 
 

2019-2020 Registration:  Registration for the 2019 - 2020 school year begins today.  K - 8 registration 
fees are currently $350.00 per child which bump up to $400.00 after March 29.  I cannot stress the 
importance of registering early as the Finance Committee and myself use registration numbers to budget 
our resources for the upcoming year.  Registering in March helps us to determine programming which 
directly impacts the education of your children.  Please register in March so we can allocate funds as 
prudently as possible.  I will discuss more about registration fees in the “Did You Know” sections of 
this newsletter.  Please note: you will not be able to register for the 2019 - 2020 school year if your 2018 
- 2019 account is not current.  

 
I want to thank Larry Iaquinto, Melissa Ellsworth, and Maria Navarro for their years of diligent work 
to balance the St. Rose Catholic School budget.  Their insight and dedication have proven invaluable to 
both past administration and myself.  Their countless hours of work on behalf of the children of St. Rose 
is indeed a testament to their character and their willingness to donate time and energy to our youth.  
 
Some questions have been raised regarding whether the current 3rd and 4th grade combination class 
would be a 4th and 5th grade combination class for the 2019 - 2020 school year.  At this time I am unable 
to determine whether we will or will not have a combination class.  The decision will be based strictly on 
enrollment.  Although there have been some benefits to the combination class, my desire would be to 
have standard grade level classes as has been the tradition at St. Rose.  

 
Rosetta Stone Spanish Pilot:  Ms. Heitzig’s 5th-grade class piloted and will continue to use the Rosetta 
Stone Language Acquisition Program for the Diocese of Monterey for the remainder of the school year! 
On February 15, all of the Diocesan elementary principals and myself met with our Diocesan 
Superintendent and a rep for Rosetta Stone.  Each of the principals is logged onto and using Rosetta Stone 
for the next month to provide feedback to our superintendent at our March 12 Principal’s meeting.  We 
plan to decide by May if the Diocese of Monterey will adopt Rosetta Stone as our foreign language 
program.  Meanwhile, I will continue to explore all options in my quest to bring Spanish classes back into 
the curriculum for the 2019 - 2020 school year.  

 
Wine Country 5k and Half Marathon:  The 23rd Annual Wine Country Run Half Marathon and 5K is 
coming up on March 31.  This event has its roots in St. Rose Catholic School as two St. Rose parents 
(Russ Meznarich and Steven McAllen) began it.  When it started, it was a relatively small event and has 
grown into a large event that has hosted over 1,000 runners during some years.  This event became a 
source of funding for St. Rose Athletics and Physical Education programs when Mr. McAllen and Mr. 
Meznarich realized the event was getting large, more volunteers were needed, and more money was 
coming in than just operating costs.  Hence, volunteers were sought from St. Rose students and 
families and now nearly 70% of the event proceeds come back to benefit St. Rose Athletics and 
Physical Education programs.  Over the past decade, an average of $20,000.00 per year has been 
donated to St. Rose for these programs.  

 



Money from these races annually funds the purchase of P.E. equipment, class playground balls, 
after-school athletics equipment, and our Athletic Director stipend.  Larger purchases and upgrades paid 
for by the Wine Country Run over the past decade include: middle school sports uniforms, the basketball 
hoops, safety padding,  an electronic scoreboard in the Parish Hall, the multi-use play structure on the 
schoolyard, one of the two shade structures on the preschool playground, the electric gate at the main 
school entrance, new soccer goals on the field, decomposed granite added to the school track, and the 
purchase of the lockable P.E. shed.  Additionally, there was a one-time donation of $19,000.00 made from 
the Wine Country Run to kick off our iPad fundraiser campaign.  THE future project on tap with 
upcoming funds is the complete grinding down and replacement of the playground blacktop.  If you are 
interested in running in the event, please follow the link: https://www.winecountryruns.com If you are 
interested in volunteering at the event (which does help fulfill your service hour commitment), please sign 
up at the following link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094baca922a6f49-20191 We are looking 
for volunteers for Saturday, March 30 for registration and Sunday, March 31 for course setup and 
registration.  If you have any question about volunteering need clarification or need any clarification on 
the positions available, please feel free to contact Nancy Hoover at nancyhoover009@gmail.com or 
Ashley Blake at ashleyblake@ablakephotography.com 

 
Lenten Mass Schedule: During Lent, Mass will be offered every Friday at 8:30.  Classes have signed up 
for different Lenten Masses to attend.  Your children’s homeroom teachers will let you know what days 
they have signed up for Lenten Mass.  All parents and family are encouraged to attend! 

  
School Mass Collection/Buck-A-Jeans Day:  Ms. Visbal’s 8th-grade class has decided to donate all 
proceeds from the February School Mass and Buck-A-Jeans day to support United Way Worldwide. 
February’s donation to United Way Worldwide will be in an amount of the $140.00.  March’s donations 
will go to support the 50K matching donation.  
 
Clothing reminder on special days:   
Spirit Shirts Days: Students may wear spirit shirts but must wear school bottoms/jackets/etc.  
Buck A Jeans Days: Students may wear jeans if they pay $1.00, however, they must wear school uniform 
tops/jackets/etc.  
Free Dress Days: Free dress may be worn and clothes must be appropriate as outlined in our Saint Rose 
Catholic School Handbook.  

 
$50,000.00 Matching Donation:  As I mentioned in my Season of Advent newsletter, a great opportunity 
has come our way to help our financial situation.  A generous and anonymous donor has come forward 
and will match whatever we raise to $50,000.00 by June 30.  I am excited to announce that we are now 
more than halfway to our goal.  As of February 26, we have received donations of $34,735.00.  Once 
again, I am asking for your generosity to help in this cause as any gift counts as every dollar that comes in 
will be matched up to $50k.  If you can donate $25.00, $100.00, or even $500.00 or more it will 
significantly help.  Our goal is to be able to raise the $50k as this will mean $100k will be committed to 
helping St. Rose Catholic School.  Donations can be made at the Parish Office payable to St. Rose 
Church.   

 



 
Old Items 

 
Monthly Statements:  As part of our move to more cost effective means of communication, we will no 
longer be mailing monthly statements to families.  Beginning January monthly statements will now be 
sent to you via email through the primary email address that is listed on your children's’ registration 
papers.  For parents who split payments, both parents will receive their portion of the bill via email. 

 
Saint Rose Photo Drop: I often see pictures of St. Rose Catholic School students that have been taken by 
parents.  Some of these pictures may be on their social media, on their phones, or even printed out.  There 
are some great pictures out there of our students at school and community events.  We have created an 
email where parents may send photos that show off St. Rose student in action.  We may use some of these 
shots on our website, social media or marketing documents.  (Only students whose parents have signed 
the photo release will be displayed.)  If you have any pictures that you would like to share, please send 
them to srsphotos@saintrosecatholicschool.org.  Let’s keep those photos coming in so we can see more 
pictures like these! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
    “St. Rose is a special place because there is a 

lot of love in the school!” 

 

- Mia Dunbar, 1st Grade 
 

 
 



 
Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 
March:  
1   Minimum Day/Extended Care closed,  Faculty Meeting @ 1:00, SRS Dinner Auction @ 5:30 
3   Saint Rose Family Mass @ 10:00 
5   P.T.O. Board meeting @ 8:30, Mission Carnival 9:30 - 11:00, Boys basketball home game @ 3:30 
6   Ash Wednesday Mass @ 8:30, Boys basketball home game @ 3:30, Grilled cheese Lenten lunch 
8   Lenten Mass @ 8:30 
13 Adult Faith Formation @ 6:15 
14 St. Patrick’s Day themed free dress, P.T.O. General meeting @ 6:00 
15 Donuts With Dad @ 7:30, Minimum Day/Extended Care open, Lenten Mass @ 8:30, Faculty 
Collaboration meeting @ 1:00 
20 Buck-A-Jeans Day 
217th Grade MCP Field Trip (all day), SAC Board meeting @ 5:30 
22 End of 3rd Quarter, Lenten Mass @ 8:30 
28 Spirit Shirts, Gospel Awards @ 8:30 
29 Middle School Elective Field Trip day (all day), Report Cards mailed, Lenten Mass @ 8:30 
31 Wine Country Run @ Calipaso Winery 

 
 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 

    With K - 8 registration opening today for the 2019 - 2020 school year, I would like to take 
some time to discuss tuition, registration fees, and other fees.  During the Spring of every school year, the 
office staff field many questions regarding these and I hope to be able to educate or bring light to 
questions that may come up surrounding these fees.  

You may have noticed that there is an increase in tuition fees for the upcoming school year.  For 
the 2019 - 2020 school year, St. Rose will see a rise of 4% in tuition costs.  This 4% increase equates to 
an average (parishioner and non-parishioner costs) of $1.33 daily rise in tuition rates.  Over the previous 
four years, St. Rose families have seen tuition rates increase only 5% in total (0%, 0%, 2%, 3%), which is 
relatively small when compared to the average increase of the other Diocesan elementary schools of 3% - 
5% per school year.  Both our Parishioner and Non-Parishioner rates fall below the average of the other 
Diocesan elementary schools.  

A common question is “what do ‘registration fees’ go towards?”  Registration fees go towards our 
general operating budget.  The largest portion of this general operating budget goes towards teacher 
salaries, insurance, and retirement.  A follow-up question that is often asked is “if it goes towards the 
general operating budget, why not get rid of ‘registration fees’ and include it in tuition?”  The simple 
answer to this is that registration fees allow the Finance Committee and myself know a families “intent” 
to have their children at St. Rose Catholic School as these fees are non-refundable.  Early registration of 
your child(ren) allows us to budget for the upcoming school year properly.  



Finally, other fees are associated with the education of your children.  Some of these fees include 
“technology” fees and “consumables” fees.  Technology fees allow for St. Rose to maintain the current 
Chromebook and iPad programs.  Consumable fees cover the textbooks that your children write in (and 
perhaps pull out the pages) and the supplies that the school purchases for the children.  A common 
complaint is in regards to the number of billing statements that come home during the year.  Next year 
“Consumables” and “Technology” fees will be billed on the first tuition payment of the school year in 
August.  Other bills may be emailed throughout the year, but most of these are usage bills.  These may 
include but are not limited to, bills such as extended care and homework club fees, athletic fees, middle 
school novels, graduation fees, first communion fees, fees for elective classes, and field trip costs.  

Thank you once again for entrusting your child’s education to us.  St. Rose indeed is a great 
community and one that I am proud to be a part of both as a parent and as an administrator.  

 
Thank you again, 

 
Trevor Knable 

 
 
 

“My sons, Daniel 20, and Andrew 17,  both attended St. Rose preschool through 8th grade. 

They were always made to feel at home there and were very comfortable in their surroundings.  They 

loved their teachers and learned a great deal.  They were encouraged to rise to the challenge of doing 

their best. They were both academically prepared for Mission and were able to start in advanced math or 

Spanish classes. Most importantly, they received instruction in their Catholic faith and began their 

relationship with Christ.  

 

I always appreciated when their teachers would tell me their strengths and weaknesses and how 

to encourage them.  I will always remember how you helped to encourage Andrew to stretch a little bit 

and try out for basketball in the 8th grade. That was a wonderful experience for him. 

 

I feel Saint Rose is a place where students are taught to grow in virtue, knowledge, and love for 

their neighbor.” 

 

- Mary Nave 

 

 
 
 
 

 



SUMMER SLAM BASKETBALL
GIRLS CAMP

june 10-13
9:00am - 12:00pm
girls entering grades 1-8

$150 per camper
Lorem Ipsum

www.missionprepcamps.com
register at


