St. Rose Catholic School Mission Statement
Saint Rose Catholic School partners with parents to provide a high-quality Catholic education with
academic excellence in a faith-filled community for children in preschool through eighth grade.
Prayer For Family
O Mary,
Loving Mother of Jesus and our Mother, pray to Jesus for our family and for all the families of the world
to guard the cradle of the newborn, the schools of the young and their vocations.
Blessed Saint Joseph,
Holy guardian of Jesus and Mary, assist us by your prayers in all the necessities of life.
Ask of Jesus that special grace which he granted to you, to watch over our home at the pillow of the sick
and the dying so that with Mary and with you, heaven may find our family unbroken in the Sacred Heart
of Jesus.
Amen.

Message from the Principal
I want to thank all of you again that took time out of your busy lives to participate in the St. Rose
Catholic School Parent Satisfaction Survey. The data and information gathered from this survey will help
to inform instruction, policy, and education moving forward this year and into future years. This month I
will discuss a few common questions, desires, and perceptions that surround school curricular,
extracurricular, and Spanish programs. Please look for this towards the end of this newsletter.
With registration just around the corner, we are excited to announce that we will be holding a
Kindergarten Information Night and a Bring a Friend to School day in February. School enrollment is
vital to our ability to maintain current programs and expand towards new programs. Please take time
review these opportunities for the St. Rose community to help show off our school and increase our
enrollment.
We are now past the halfway point of the school year. I hope that this year has been a positive
experience for your children. Please don’t hesitate to come into the office or schedule an appointment
with me if you have any questions or would like to talk. I believe in open communication and have an
open door policy.

For Your Information
Rosetta Stone Spanish Pilot: I am excited to announce that Ms. Heitzig’s 5th-grade class will be
piloting the Rosetta Stone Language Acquisition Program for the Diocese of Monterey during February!
Myself, Diocese of Monterey Superintendent of Schools Kimberly Cheng, and the St. Patrick’s principal
met with representatives from Rosetta Stone to look into their Spanish program which has been adopted
by the Diocese of Fresno in their K - 8 schools and is being considered in the Diocese of Monterey. I am
exploring all options in my quest to bring Spanish classes back into the curriculum for the 2019 - 2020
school year.

Saint Rose Photo Drop: I often see pictures of St. Rose Catholic School students that have been taken by
parents. Some of these pictures may be on their social media, on their phones, or even printed out.
Regardless, there are some great pictures out there of our students at school and community events. We
have created an email where parents may send photos that show off St. Rose student in action. We may
use some of these shots on our website, social media or marketing documents. (Only students whose
parents have signed the photo release will be displayed.) If you have any pictures that you would like to
share, please send them to srsphotos@saintrosecatholicschool.org. Here are two pictures that were
recently submitted: Girls basketball wins vs. Lillian Larsen, Mass with Bishop Wilkerson at San Antonio
Mission.

2019-2020 Registration: Registration for the 2019 - 2020 school year are nearly upon us! Preschool
registration will begin on February 1 and will run through February 15. K - 8 registration will start on
March 1. Registration fees for Preschool are $200.00, and K-8 fees are $350.00 which bump up to
$400.00 after March 29. People have often asked what registration fees are used for. Registration fees
are put into the schools general operating budget to help cover the costs associated with educating your
children.
Kindergarten Information Night: St. Rose will be hosting a Kindergarten Information Night for
families of preschool age children who are interested in having their child attend St. Rose either for the
2019 - 2020 school year, or school years beyond. This night will be hosted by myself, Ms. Roza, and Ms.
Chamberlain and will take place on Monday, February 25. Please see the flyer at the end of this
newsletter for more information.
“Bring a Friend to School” Day: St. Rose will be hosting our first ever “Bring a Friend to School” day!
This is an opportunity for current St. Rose Catholic School parents to invite potential students to spend a
day with their children at St. Rose. This event will be held on February 11 (a day in which Paso Public
Schools are out) to show off our school to students/families who have or perhaps are considering St. Rose.
Please see the attached flyer/permission form at the end of this newsletter. Copies of this form will be in
the school office and on the website at
http://dwscbcy9jc8hm.cloudfront.net/sites/80/comfy/cms/files/13523/files/original/Bring_a_Friend_to_Sc
hool_Day__2019.pdf

PTO Clothing Drop/Exchange: Thank you for holding onto your children’s clothes that they have
grown out of and not dropping them off at the school! PTO will be hosting an SRS clothing drop and
exchange beginning on February Tuesday, February 12 and ending on Thursday, February 14. Here
is how this will work:
On Tuesday, February 12, all clothes in the Lost and Found will be placed out on tables at the
Kindergarten classroom gate. These clothes will remain out between 7:30 and 8:15 a.m. and again from
2:30 to 3:15 p.m. This is an opportunity to look through the lost and found for missing items or drop off
any clothing that is clean and in good shape that may be exchanged over the next two days.
On Wednesday, February 13 and Thursday, February 14, between the hours of 7:30 to 8:15 a.m. and
again 2:30 to 3:15 p.m., students and parents make pick up items for children that were dropped off or not
claimed in the lost and found on Tuesday. All leftover clothing at the end of February 14 will be either
sent to Goodwill or will be appropriately disposed of.
This is an excellent opportunity to pass along gently used clothing to other members of our community!
For more information, please contact Mary Carlson at smurfmary@gmail.com.
School Mass Collection/Buck-A-Jeans Day: Ms. Glunz’s 6th-grade class has decided to donate all
proceeds from the January School Mass and Buck-A-Jeans day to support Lifewater International, a
non-profit organization out of San Luis Obispo. January’s donation to Lifewater International will be in
the $109.00. February’s donations will go to support United Way Worldwide.
$50,000.00 Matching Donation: As I mentioned in my Season of Advent newsletter, a great opportunity
has come our way to help our financial situation. A generous and anonymous donor has come forward
and will match whatever we raise to $50,000.00 by June 30. I am excited to announce that we are now
more than halfway to our goal. As of January 27, 2019, we have received donations of $28,685.00. Once
again, I am asking for your generosity to help in this cause as any donation counts as every dollar that
comes in will be matched up to $50k. If you can donate $25.00, $100.00, or even $500.00 or more it will
significantly help. Our goal is to be able to raise the $50k as this will mean $100k will be committed to
helping St. Rose Catholic School. Donations can be made at the Parish Office payable to St. Rose
Church.
I want to take this opportunity to share a letter that was given to me by a long time St. Rose Catholic
School family in regards to the 50k match:
Dear parents of Saint Rose School,
My name is Michael Baxstresser. My wife (Kristen) and our two sons, Michael (14 years old) &
Jonathan (10 years old) have a part of St. Rose school for ten years. Our older son Michael graduated
from St. Rose last year, and our son Jonathan is currently in 5th grade. The reward we have received
from our boys attending St. Rose is invaluable. This school has a feeling of being a family & has laid the
foundation educationally & morally which has led them to the wonderful people they are. I think we have
all heard through the years about the debt St. Rose has to the Monterey Archdiocese.

If you are new to this school and you aren’t aware, the school has generously received an offer
from an anonymous donor that is willing to donate up to 50K to our school, and if our school families can
raise that to the amount of money, that person will match it. Many families including ourselves have been
bewildered on how, why and when this all happened. We think it’s time to look forward as a community
and take advantage of great opportunities for the benefit of the children and the school so it can thrive in
the years to come!
My wife and I have struggled financially at times to keep our kids at St. Rose school. We can
empathize with those that make the sacrifice to send their kids to St. Rose school & we realize it’s not
easy at times to pay the tuition and the extra things required at the school.
Kristen and are donating to the 50K matching fund towards the debt to the diocese. We thought
that it might help to know that we can make a difference regardless of how big or small. Along with the
generous donor and all our school families we can give St. Rose school up to a total of $100,000!
Whether it’s $20 or $xxxxxx, it all adds up and would be a great help.
Thank you for your time and God Bless.
Sincerely~ The Baxstresser’s

Old Items
Monthly Statements: As part of our move to a more electronic means of communication beginning in
January, we will no longer be mailing monthly statements to families. They will now come to you via
email through the primary email address that is listed on your children's’ registration papers. For parents
who split payments, both parents will receive their portion of the bill via email.
Technology Fees: On your December billing statement, you will see an entry for “Technology Fees.”
With our school’s adoption of 1: 1 iPads in the middle school and class sets in grades K - 5, it became
necessary to begin charging technology fees to keep the program on a sustainable level. In August of
2016, we started a technology drive to be able to purchase these iPads and items associated with them.
That drive raised a little over $50,000.00. To not have to do a technology drive every three to four years,
it was decided that in the 2018 - 2019 school year we would begin to charge a technology fee of $100.00
per middle school student and $25.00 per K - 5 student each year. These fees are set aside for the
purchase of new sets of iPads or Chromebooks as our current devices wear out or become obsolete.
While some schools have students purchase and bring in their own devices, we decided that it would be
better to have the school purchase the devices. St. Rose purchasing and owning the devices benefit the
students in their educational endeavors in that all students are on the same platform and all devices run
alike. Additionally, St. Rose has access to manage all apps and content put on the devices, and while at
school the Meraki Management program that we have installed on the devices acts as our content
filtration system.

Upcoming December Dates to Remember
February:
1 Minimum Day/Extended Care Closed, Grandparents’ and Special Friends Day, School Mass
@ 8:30, Faculty Meeting @ 1:00
2 Reconciliation Service @ 10:00
4 Middle School Academic Awards @ 8:00
5 Chipotle Art Fundraiser @ 5:00
6-7 Spirit Shirts, Spirit Basket Drop Off
6 PTO Board meeting @ 8:00, 2nd Grade Field Trip to PAC @ 8:30, Kindergarten and 1st Grade Field
Trip to PAC @ 9:30, Boys basketball at Coastal Christian @ 3:30
7 Auction meeting @ 8:00, Boys basketball at SLOCA @ 3:30, PTO General meeting @ 6:00
8 Middle School Dance @ 6:00
11 Bring a Friend to School Daty
12 Lost and Found clothing pickup and drop off @ 7:30 and 2:30, PTO Coldstone Fundraiser @ 3:30
13-14 Uniform exchange @ 7:30 and 2:30
13 Auction meeting @ 8:00, Girls basketball at Cayucos @ 3:30, Boys basketball at Cayucos @ 4:30
14 Valentine’s Day themed free dress, Boys basketball at Shandon @ 3:30
15 No School/Teacher Professional Development Day
18 No School/Presidents Day
19 PCPA presentation @ 9:00, Boys basketball home game @ 3:30
20 Buck-A-Jeans day, K-3 progress reports (if needed)
21 Auction Meeting @ 8:00, Preschool Children’s Museum Field Trip @ 9:15, 3rd and 4th grade Field
Trip to PAC @ 10:00, SAC Board meeting @ 5:30
22 Gospel Awards @ 8:30, Spirit Shirts
25-28 Auction set up at Rava Wines
27 Girls basketball home game @ 3:30, Boys basketball home game @ 4:30, Adult Faith Formation,
Lenten Theme @ 6:15
28 Boys basketball at Santa Lucia @ 3:00
1 Minimum Day/Extended Care Closed, Faculty meeting @ 1:00, SRS Dinner Auction at Rava Wines @
5:00

Did You Know?
While analyzing the qualitative (written response) data from the Parent Satisfaction Survey, it is
clear that many parents would like to: see more extracurricular or co-curricular opportunities (girls sports
and clubs were a common theme), have Spanish (or another foreign language) instruction throughout the
grade levels, and have extended care available on as many minimum days as possible. Part of my goal in
sending this survey out was to gather as much information as possible to make informed decisions
moving forward.
For the 2019 - 2020 school year extended care will be offered on most minimum days. Days
that I anticipate not offering extended care are the minimum days that lead into major holidays

(Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter), the day of the Dinner Auction, and the last day of school. Our
regularly scheduled first Friday of the month staff meetings will continue; however, we will have
extended care coverage.
As we all know, having Father Stephen relocated to Hollister was a massive blow to our school.
His presence and demeanor can never be replaced. Father Stephen also taught K - 8 grade Spanish. The
2018 - 2019 school year marked the first time in a long time that Spanish was offered in the elementary. I
feel strongly that all students should be exposed to a foreign language, mainly Spanish. I am looking into
all options, and as I stated earlier, the 5th-grade class is piloting the Rosetta Stone Language Acquisition
Program for the Diocese of Monterey. It is unknown at this point what direction we will move in for the
2019 - 2020 school year, however, I am committed to having Spanish instruction being taught at St. Rose.
There was a common theme in the survey regarding clubs or group offerings. Many great
suggestions or desires were stated, and while some (such as archery) is not feasible at St. Rose Catholic
School, others have potential. I passed onto the staff the desire for more clubs or activities, and we are
proud to announce two new clubs that have started or will start shortly! Ms. Heitzig began the
“Wilderness Club” last Tuesday at lunch. This program will run every other Tuesday during elementary
lunch and is open to grades 2-5. Topics that the club will dive into include National Parks, preservation,
animals, plants, camping tools, and much more! There is no charge for this club; bring your lunch into
Ms. Heitzig’s classroom and be prepared to have fun! Ms. Demeter will be offering an “Art Club” on
Wednesday afternoons beginning February 6. The club will run from 3:05 - 4:00 in the art room and is
limited to 15 students. Topics that will be covered in Art Club will not be a repeat of Art classes; this will
be new and varied curriculum such as paper mache and recycled art. The cost of this program is $7.00
per session and will be billed via extended care. Students will need to sign in at extended care at 3:00,
Ms. Demeter will pick them up by 3:05, and the program will end at 4:00. Parents will need to sign their
children out at the extended care classroom.
For the 2018 - 2019 school year St. Rose has offered boys and girls volleyball, boys and girls
basketball, and track. These sports are open to grades 6 - 8, and 5th grade if circumstances call for it. St.
Rose is part of the ten team Coast Valley Prep League (CVPL) which was formed years ago for smaller
schools to have a league to compete in where there was a cap on the number of students that schools can
draw from. In the league bylaws, all teams in the league must have 125 middle school students or less to
compete. Sports traditionally offered in the CVPL include boys and girls volleyball, boys and girls
basketball, ultimate frisbee, track, soccer, and flag football. Sports that run are determined by school
interest, and at one point or another St. Rose has competed in each of these sports except ultimate frisbee.
Over my years as Athletic Director I noticed a downward trend of students participating in school
sports and an upward trend of students participating in club sports that often run year round. We do our
best to field teams in the two most commonly played middle school sports (basketball and volleyball) and
are open to exploring the other sports again as long as we have other schools to participate against, the
student interest and commitment levels are high enough, and we can have a coach who is dedicated and
willing to take on the position. Often when we have fielded a team (such as girls basketball this season),
there are a limited number of other schools in our league to compete against as they have trouble fielding
teams as well.
I hope that this helps to bring some clarity to some of the questions or comments that were raised
regarding finances on the survey.

Thank you once again for entrusting your child’s education to us. St. Rose indeed is a great
community and one that I am proud to be a part of both as a parent and as an administrator.
Thank you again,
Trevor Knable

“There is no question St. Rose helped prepare our kids not just for the next level of higher education, but
also to be outstanding examples for their peers.

We’ve been complimented time and again for our children’s behavior and are told that it was no surprise
to learn they were products of St. Rose. There is a standard of discipline, piety and academia that every
child carries with them and applies into the next stages of their development with positive and sometimes
exemplary results”.
-

Joe and Roxanna Mays, Parents of two SRS graduates

