
September 1, 2020 
 
Good afternoon! 
 
As we ramp up our preparations for resuming in-person instruction, it is IMPERATIVE  that we 
hear from every family their intent to either return in-person or follow an independent study for 
their children.  There are two ways you can give us that information, you can fill out the survey 
and/or you can return the signed paperwork for independent study which is attached.  We need to 
hear from ALL FAMILIES by Thursday morning to get the rooms and materials ready for 
next week. We also need the permission slip for streaming/recording instruction for 
independent study students to access and the signed agreement for the Operations Plan 
FROM ALL FAMILIES. 
 
To assist you in making your decision by this Thursday morning, I’ve prepared some 
frequently asked questions and answers (to the extent we can provide you with at the current 
time).  When we get underway, we will shift and adjust our procedure to ensure safety for 
students, teachers, and staff. 
 

1. If we choose independent study, will there be any opportunity for my child to 
participate in Zoom instruction and/or interaction with their classmates? As we 
resume in-person instruction, teachers will be focused on the instruction of students in the 
classroom and managing procedures, requirements, and behaviors in addition to teaching. 
There will be some opportunity for students at home to “tune in” through Zoom and 
participate in some elements during the school day schedule, but the instruction will not 
necessarily be what you’ve been used to in distance learning.  The level of engagement 
virtually for students learning from home will differ depending on grade level and 
content area. For that reason, the independent study was designed to reflect the most 
limited possibility for home learning where the onus is on the student and family to 
follow the learning plan, tune in when they are able, follow the due dates for assignments, 
and then check in with the teachers at a scheduled time weekly. There will be some trial 
and error as we work through this.  We want to provide the best education possible within 
our means for students in person and at home. Communication with your classroom 
teacher will be very important, but please understand that they are limited in their time 
and ability to support both in person students and at home students. 

2. Can my student in independent study participate in tutoring sessions after school? 
Yes, all students will attend tutoring sessions via Zoom as we must maintain our cohort 
system.  These sessions are for students who have questions or need additional help, but 
are not meant to replace instruction.  

3. Will students at school be able to play/interact with their friends from other classes? 
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No, not really.  Students will be kept in their cohorts throughout the day as a requirement 
of our waiver.  Even when multiple classes are on the same lunch or recess schedule, they 
will be assigned to specific zones on the playground.  The possibility of  talking  together 
from 6ft distance, each from their own zone is possible when zones are next to each other 
and there would be the possibility of kicking a soccer ball between zones, as long as 
hands don’t touch the equipment.  Classroom equipment may be used at recess by a 
cohort, students must wash their hands and equipment will be sanitized between uses. 

4. Can my child wear any mask? No.  Masks must comply with CDC recommendations 
be double layer and completely cover nose and mouth and secured under chin. 
Appropriate patterns and different colors are fine, no inappropriate images or logos. 

5. If we choose to start with independent study can we change our minds and send our 
child in-person (or vice versa)? Yes.  Please note that the independent study option is 
for families who are uncomfortable with sending their child in-person, or for those who 
are required to stay home because of illness or quarantine, or to protect the health of a 
vulnerable adult at home.  We will need a couple of days to transition students from one 
platform to another if a change needs to be made.  We are not able to support a multiple 
“back and forth” scenario. 

6. What will happen to 7th and 8th grade students once the TK-6th grade return to 
in-person learning.  Students in 7th and 8th grade will follow the in-person learning 
schedule beginning September 14th when the 6th grade is on campus.  This will be an 
8:00-2:30 daily schedule with recess and lunch breaks.  Teachers in middle school teach 
6th-8th and will need to follow this set schedule. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and support during this transition. 
 
Have a great evening! 
 
Ms. Gray 
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