
 

 

August 25, 2020 

Dear Old Mission School Parents, 

I hope this letter finds you well and your children back in the swing of distance learning. 

As I’m sure many of you have heard, we received notification yesterday that our waiver application was                 
approved. We will be able to have our TK through 6th-grade students return to campus to resume                 
in-person instruction soon. Thank you for your understanding and patience. There have been multiple              
revisions to our plan to comply with changing requirements of CDPH and the SLO County Health waiver                 
application process. Students in 7th grade and above are not allowed to return to campus under the waiver                  
and will remain in distance learning until San Luis Obispo County has been off of the Governor’s                 
Monitoring list for at least 14 days. The San Luis Obispo County Public Health Department will need to                  
provide the approval to have 7th and 8th-grade students back on campus. 

The Diocese of Monterey has been working with our three SLO County Catholic Schools to plan for                 
re-opening and we will all do so in phases to help ensure the health and safety of our students, faculty,                    
and staff.  We anticipate re-opening our campus as follows: 

● Tuesday, September 8th: TK-2nd grade students will return to school to resume            
in-person learning 

● Monday, September 14th: 3rd through 6th-grade students will return to school           
to resume in-person learning 

● TBD based on SLO County status: 7th and 8th-grade students return to campus             
to resume in-person learning 

All students will continue to participate in Distance Learning until their confirmed date of              
resuming in-person learning. 

We are pleased and excited to welcome our TK through 6th-grade students back to campus, but our                 
ability to maintain in-person learning and ensure safety for our students and staff will require responsible                
compliance with all requirements of our reopening plan by all members of our community. To achieve                
success, we ask the following: 

● Thoroughly read and familiarize yourself with the updated version of our COVID-19            
Operations Plan found on our website and linked here. There have been several revisions as                
requirements for the waiver have changed and CDPH guidelines have been updated.  

● Sign the 2020-2021 COVID-19 School Operations Plan agreement and return it to school on              
the first day your child(ren) returns to resume in-person learning. The agreement is attached. 

● Support and reinforce the policies and procedures in the plan--at home with your children              
and with one another in the community. Even if you disagree with the policies and procedures,                
they must be followed for us to remain in-person with students. 

● Be prepared at drop-off and pick-up. Screen your child(ren) prior to coming to school each               
day--please show your phone with a confirmed green checkmark on the Sparrow screening tool.              
If you have multiple children, provide a screenshot for each child every day at drop off.  

 Here is the link for the Sparrow screening tool. 

https://dwscbcy9jc8hm.cloudfront.net/sites/78/comfy/cms/files/36501/files/original/OMS_COVID_Operations_reopening_plan_2020-25_August.pdf
https://www.sparrow.org/OccHealthScreening


Follow the drop off procedures. Please do not get out of your car in the drop-off lane. Students                  
will be directed to the appropriate door. 

○ Drop off 7:45-8:00 
■ Main Campus students are assigned to Mill Street and Peach 

Street entrance doors alphabetically.  
● Peach Street - Last names: A-M 
● Mill Street - Last names: N-Z 

■ Annex students enter at the Palm Street entrance (once 7th and 8th 
are allowed). 

○ Pick-up beginning at 1:45 (Please arrive during your oldest child’s 
pick-up time and do not exit your vehicle.) 

■ Normal staggered schedule by grades 
● TK: 12:00pm 
● K: 1:45pm 
● 1-2: 2:00pm 
● 3-4: 2:10pm 
● 5-6: 2:20pm 
● 7-8: 2:30pm 

 

● According to recommendations and our COVID-19 Operations Plan, adults and volunteers on            
campus will be restricted. You may come to the front office to conduct business, but adults                
other than teachers and staff will not be allowed on the playground or in classrooms until further                 
notice. 

● If your child is sick, keep them home! 
○ Persons who have a Temp > 100.4 F, or any symptom suspicious for COVID-19              

should result in sending the student home. All employees and parents of students             
will be instructed to be on the alert for signs of illness and to stay home when they                  
are sick. 

We are looking forward to seeing our students back on campus soon, but please understand that there are                  
situations/circumstances which will require our school (or all schools in our county) to return to Distance                
Learning.  These may include, but are not limited to: 

 
● High community transmission rate and/or positive cases among multiple cohorts of staff 

and students has reached 5% within a 14 day period 
● The local school district of San Luis Coastal has reached 25 percent or more of its 

schools physically closed due to COVID-19 within 14 days, and County Health advises 
closure of local private schools in the same district 

● The inability of Old Mission School to provide for staffing and supervision (due to 
absence and lack of backup staff/substitutes)  or fulfill safety requirements. 

● The mandate of County, Diocesan, or State authorities to close schools to in-person 
instruction 

● Infection rates leading to low availability of ICU space in local hospitals or a severe flu 
season impacting demand on medical clinics and hospitals 

● If I determine that we are unable to ensure the safety of our students and staff by 
continuing in-person learning 

 
 

 

 

 



We have a number of families who are not comfortable sending their children back to school. As I’ve                  
indicated, we are able to offer an independent study option for those families. I’ve attached the                
independent study agreement for you to review if you feel your family might want this option. There will                  
be a required weekly check-in with the classroom teacher during independent study and all assignments               
should be completed according to the same in-person learning schedule/due dates. When possible,             
teachers will record critical instruction for access by these students and any students who end up home                 
due to illness or quarantine, BUT WE NEED ALL PERMISSION SLIPS SENT IN AND ON FILE                
WITH BJ in the front office if order to provide recording of an in-person session..  

Extended Care will be available. The exact date it will begin is TBD. The program will be open to a                    
limited number of students who must sign-up and agree to a commitment each trimester. We must                
comply with the cohort limit of 25 students and must charge for daily use whether a student is present or                    
not. We CANNOT offer drop-in after school care this year. After school care is offered 2:30-5:30 on                 
normal school days and 1:00-5:30 on minimum days. Please look for more information to come and a                 
SignUp Genius link to register your child(ren). 

Finally, I am asking all of our families to complete the Google Form indicating their intent to either                  
participate in in-person instruction on campus or an independent study from home. We appreciate your               
help as we prepare an effective program for all of our students. Please note, tomorrow we will send a                   
description of what a typical day of on-campus learning will look like under our plan (with new                 
restrictions and requirements) to help guide your decision. It will be different from what students and                
parents are used to in a normal school year. 

Thank you for your support and understanding through all of this. 

Sincerely, 

 

Shirley Gray 

 

Additional Resources: 

Symptoms of COVID-19 

handwashing guidelines 

Use of Face Coverings 

What to do if you are Sick 

CDPH resource page 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/119fI4QkQU3tKgrtgdXFzyGmYf4wDDEGdYWxD8icXsqQ/edit
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/schools-childcare/COVID19-symptoms-tablegraphic-v1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/nCoV2019.aspx

