
 St. Catherine of Siena 
School Advisory Board Minutes 

October 17, 2017 at 7pm 
School Library 

 
 

 
Meeting Schedule for the 2017 – 2018 school year: 
Tuesday, October 17th 
Tuesday, November 21st 
December, Christmas Dinner – Date and Place TBD 
Tuesday, January 16th 
Tuesday, February 20th 
Tuesday, April 17th 
Tuesday, May 15th 
June – End of Year Dinner – Date and Place TBD 
 

I. Call to Order – 7:05 pm 
a. Opening Prayer – Fr. John 

 
II. Routine Matters  

a. Attendance 
In attendance:  Sr. Antonella, Fr. John, Mrs. Patty Bandel, Mrs. Jackie Devgan, Mrs. Marichi 
Fernandez, Mrs. Lucy Gonzalez, Mr. Michael Stallman, Mr. Garrett Wade 
  
Absent:  Mrs. Mayi Apour, Mrs. Christine Engstrom, Mrs. Tammy Kiely, Mr. Jeremy Link 
 

b. Review and Approval of May 16th Meeting Minutes – Approved 
 

III. Information 
a. Board Members Update – Mrs. Devgan 

Incoming members – Mrs. Lucy Gonzalez, Mr. Michael Stallman, Mr. Garrett Wade 
Members on their second year – Mrs. Mayi Apour, Mrs. Christine Engstrom, Mrs. Tammy Kiely 
Members on their last year – Mrs. Jackie Devgan, Mrs. Marichi Fernandez, Mr. Jeremy Link 

 
b. Verification of Terms – Mrs. Devgan 

All School Advisory board members serve three-year terms with the possibility of serving again. 
 

c. Review of Article III of Constitutions – Mrs. Devgan 
Duties and functions as an advisory board.  The members advise on educational policies and other 
issues within the limits of the Archdiocese of San Francisco and the Board of Education. 

 
d. Committee Formation – Mrs. Devgan 

Advisory board members aim to serve on one or two committees.  Mrs. Devgan and Mr. Wade 
currently serve on the finance committee. 
The alumni committee is open now and will work with Mrs. C. Sullivan, who is the head of this group.  
The committee aims to get St. Catherine alumni more involved. 
The enrichment committee is one of the newer groups formed more than three years ago. Its focus 
has been on My New Red Shoes, which is an organization that strives to improve the self-confidence 
of underprivileged children by providing them with new shoes and school clothing. The goal is to allow 
the school to give back and for St. Catherine students to be actively involved in certain efforts 
within our local community.   



The technology committee will assist Mrs. P. Bandel in determining where the school’s technology 
needs are in equipment, infrastructure, etc.  It is important to stay relevant as a school and keep up 
with ever-changing technology. 
The position for the sports committee is vacant. This person will report on the teams’ performance in 
the various sports and the children’s needs, and on how to raise the children’s interest in sports. 

 
e. Pastor’s Report – Fr. John 

Fr. Daniel left the parish early in the summer.  Fr. Toan has been at St. Catherine since July.  He has 
been a big help to the parish and school community. 
In September, the stained-glass project started with the side of the church facing the rectory.  
Temporary glass windows are in place as we await the installation of the first segment of the 
windows.  The restoration project will occur in four phases.  There is money in the reserve for this 
current phase, and an official fundraising for the remaining phases will happen in 2018.  The company 
tasked with the restoration is the same one that worked on the St. Vincent de Paul Church and Grace 
Cathedral in San Francisco.  Although it would have been more cost-effective to put in new windows 
rather than restore the existing ones, the decision was made to restore as these are the original 
windows with the original donors’ family names.  In addition, the goal is to preserve the architecture 
of the church. 
Over the last six months, there has been a significant uptick with a baptism almost every weekend.  
The number of marriages is holding steady, albeit many the couples are from out of town.  St. 
Catherine of Siena is popular because of its beauty and location.  It ranks second to Nativity Church 
in San Mateo County for the number of wedding ceremonies performed.  Funerals have had a huge 
increase in the last six months.  Many of our parishioners are in their 90’s and still very active, but we 
have also lost a few of the generous parishioners, thus resulting in the 3% decrease in finances last 
year. 

 
f. Principal’s Report – Sr. Antonella 

The graduating class of 2017 had 31 students, 14 of whom went to Catholic high schools, while the 
remaining 17 went to local public schools. The decrease in the number of students going to Catholic 
high schools can be attributed to the cost of private education. 
Enrollment is just about the same as last year. Tours are ongoing for incoming students. 
The number of servers from grades 4-8 has increased. New servers have already completed three 
training sessions with Fr. Toan. 
Vision screening for Kindergarten and grade 1 was just performed, with results sent to parents. 
High school presentations for grades 7-8 are done.  Shadowing to the different high schools will 
occur next week. 
Choir has started with over 50 children participating. 
Field trips started and will continue until the end of the school year. 
The first quarter ends on October 27th.  Report cards will be issued on November 3rd, followed by 
parent/teacher conferences.  The conference schedule will be sent home this Wednesday. 
For the first time, report cards for grades 4-8 will be sent electronically with a parent acknowledging 
receipt electronically as well.  Kindergarten-grade 3 will still be given paper copies. 
Over the summer, the school was cleaned, painted, and touched up.  New blinds were installed in the 
grade 2 classroom, and some in the grade 1. 
Members of Student Government participated in a special Mass at the Cathedral planned by the 
Mission office. One of our students read the first reading. 
Many of our students commemorated the Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on October 
7th by writing a poem, an essay, or drawing artwork and entering the contest. We had two winners.  
The goal for the school is to honor Mary in a special way, and to give special attention to Mary by 
saying the Rosary or praying more visibly. 
Archbishop Cordileone is scheduled to visit the school on December 15th.   

 
 
 



IV. Committee Reports 
a. Sports – Sr. Antonella 

We have three baseball teams in all (4th, 5th, and 8th), with 30 boys in total. The grade 8 team is doing 
very well and will be in the playoffs. 
We have nine volleyball teams with 69 girls. The grade 6 team in Division 1 will be moving on to 
playoffs.  
Basketball forms for both boys and girls were sent home last week.  Responses are still coming in. 

 
b. Finance – Mrs. Devgan/Mr. Wade 

The finance committee met last month.  As expected, the school’s financials are still strong.  The exit 
of Safeway and Target from the Scrip program impacted contributions. Families are encouraged to 
use the Benefit app to increase contributions to the school. With the Benefit app, anyone may 
purchase the GC at the point of sale (except for Safeway). 
The endowment fund increased in value as did the portfolio fund. 
There are reserves for maintenance. 
The fall festival was successful. 
 

V. Old Business 
a. WCEA/WASC Completion 

The visit was completed in the Spring of 2017.  Work begins again for the faculty after Christmas.  
School needs to submit a progress report to the Archdiocese at the end of each school year until the 
next WASC visit.  One or two of the goals and accomplishments that were outlined in the report will 
be addressed per year.  Whichever area was critical and needed attention will be looked at, while also 
showing progress in various areas such as academics.  Next visit will occur in 2023. 

 
VI. New Business 

a. Renaissance STAR Assessment – Mrs. Bandel 
Students completed the first test in September. All classes are above their respective grade levels.  
The teachers help the students who are struggling, and challenge those who are above.  The tests will 
be administered four times this year (once per quarter). The teachers look to see progression for 
each student after every assessment.  Parent report will be sent home by paper when report cards 
are issued.  As you may notice, just like last year’s results, math is so much higher than reading. Sr. 
Antonella’s interpretation is that a good number of children score very high, so it elevates the class.  
Faculty meetings are spent analyzing the results and discussing strategies to meet student’s needs. 
Teacher aides help particularly those who need assistance. 
 

b. Walk-a-Thon – Sr. Antonella 
Due to the circumstances of the fires and poor air quality, Sr. Antonella gave the families the option 
to decide for their children whether to attend. Despite this choice, however, attendance was good.  
Pledges will be sent home by the end of this week, so we will know at next month’s meeting how 
successful this fundraising event was. 
 

VII. Comments from the Floor -  
The website is very much improved.  Mrs. Bandel has received both accolades and constructive criticism.  
Many like the mobile version of the website. The website is very user-friendly. It is a work in progress, 
and Beehively is constantly incorporating the changes requested by the teachers.  As an example, the 
Progress Report was integrated for St. Catherine.  It is a snapshot of assignments, reports, and tests 
with a history of all grades received, as well as a list of any missing work. 

 
VIII. Adjournment – Adjourned at 8:08 pm 

 


